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Expert-level discussions have made it clear that “we have contained the virus in Budapest as well so we can move on - albeit carefully 

and cautiously - to the second phase of defence here too”, he said. Responsible behaviour and social distancing are particularly 

important in the capital, he said. Orbán asked mayors not to take the risk lightly and pay special attention to nursing homes.

“On the 66th day from the announcement of the state of emergency”, Orbán said, “I can give you the good news that we have won 

the first battle, the one for the containment of the virus. This is no longer just a hope, a wish or self-encouragement, but a fact.”

Orbán said the number of those who have been infected with the virus is low and the number of new cases is also showing a 

favourable trend. “We have succeeded because we made all the decisions in time, and because - let me especially emphasise 

this - everyone, people in the countryside, citizens of Budapest, single people, families, the elderly and young people alike, we 

all behaved responsibly; let me say thank you for this!” Orbán said.

The government is lifting the curfew restrictions imposed due to the novel 
coronavirus epidemic in Budapest as well, with measures in the capital to follow the 
rest of the country with a two-week delay, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in a video 
message posted on Facebook on Saturday.

ORBÁN: CURFEW RESTRICTIONS LIFTED IN CAPITAL
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GULYÁS: RESTRICTIONS IN 
BUDAPEST TO BE LIFTED 
FROM MIDNIGHT ON 
SUNDAY

In accordance with the 

announcement made by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán, the curfew 

restrictions imposed in Budapest 

due to the novel coronavirus will 

be lifted from midnight on Sunday 

evening, the minister heading the 

Prime Minister’s Office told public 

news channel M1.

Gergely Gulyás said the rules of 

easing the lockdown that came into 

effect in the countryside from May 

4 will come into effect in the capital, 

but social distancing measures will 

continue to apply.

The minister thanked the citizens 

of Budapest for complying with the 

curfew restrictions in a disciplined 

manner for such a long time, but 

warned that adhering to the less 

stringent measures coming into 

effect now is just as important. He 

confirmed that if the trend of the 

epidemic remains unchanged, the 

government will ask Parliament late 

May to end the special authorization 

given to it at the start of the state of 

emergency.

Gulyás said the government 

lifted the restrictions in the 

capital only two weeks after it 

did in the countryside because 

coronavirus cases and fatalities were 

concentrated in Budapest. In recent 

days, however, the number of people 

who recovered from the disease 

well exceeded the number of new 

infections, therefore, the number of 

active cases has fallen significantly, 

even though most Covid-19 cases are 

still in the capital, he added.

He said the government had 

consulted everyone, including 

mayors, virologists and doctors, to be 

able to take a responsible decision.

Gulyás said it would still be 

compulsory to wear a mask in shops 

and on public transport in Budapest 

in order to prevent the spread of the 

infection. Public areas, parks and 

outdoor playgrounds can be visited 

from Monday.

He added that people over the 

age of 65 will continue to be allowed 

to visit groceries, drugstores and 

pharmacies between 9am and 

noon and everyone else during 

the remaining opening hours, but 

municipalities have the right to set 

different rules for the opening hours 

of markets.

From Monday, all shops and service 

providers will be allowed to open, 

and at restaurants, cafes and bars, 

the outdoor areas and terraces can 

be opened in the capital. Outdoor 

swimming pools, museums and the 

zoo can reopen to visitors.

Religious services, weddings and 

funerals attended by up to 200 

people will be permitted from June 

1 outside of the capital and after 

June 15 in Budapest, Gulyás said, 

adding that family events can also 

be held at hotels and restaurants. 

He also said catering units will not 

have to pay a fee for using public 

spaces for their terraces from Monday 

until September 1 because they have 

suffered huge losses.

Universities can be reopened in 

Budapest from Monday, but this 

will require the decision of the rector 

everywhere, Gulyás said, adding that 

it is still prohibited to visit student 

accommodation establishments.

KARÁCSONY ATTRIBUTES 
REOPENING OF BUDAPEST 
TO COOPERATION OF 
CITIZENS

The exemplary cooperation of the 

citizens of Budapest has made it 

possible for life to return to normalcy 

in the capital, Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony said on his Facebook page.

“We must support the smooth 

reopening of the city with the 

strength of the community. The 

strength of Budapest as a community 

was shown in the way the people 

of the city set an example of 

cooperation, insight and fairness,” 

Karácsony said. The mayor thanked 

the citizens of Budapest and asked 

them to continue to abide by the 

rules.

THREE PATIENTS DIE, 3,509 
REGISTERED CASES

Three elderly patients with an 

underlying illness have died in the past 

24 hours, bringing the total number 

of deaths to 451, while the number 

of registered infections rose by 36 
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to 3,509, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Sunday morning.

Fully 1,396 patients have made a 

recovery, while the number of active 

infections has increased to 1,662. 

Currently 562 coronavirus patients are 

being treated in hospital, 47 of whom 

are on a ventilator. Altogether 10,470 

people are in official home quarantine. 

Fully 135,137 tests have been carried out.

Budapest has the most registered 

cases (1,672), followed by Pest County 

(473) and Fejér County (356). Békés 

County (11) has the fewest.

ORBÁN THANKS CHINA 
FOR ASSISTANCE IN 
PREVENTION

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has had 

telephone talks with China’s President 

Xi Jinping, the PM’s press office 

reported. Orbán thanked the Chinese 

leader for his country’s contribution 

to Hungarian efforts to rein in the 

coronavirus epidemic, and discussed 

future economic cooperation.

NÉMETH: GOVT TO DO ITS 
UTMOST TO KEEP TRANSIT 
ZONES

Hungary’s government and the ruling 

Fidesz-KDNP alliance will do its utmost 

to maintain the fence and military-

police surveillance along the country’s 

southern border, and guarantee the 

continued operation of the transit 

zones, state secretary of defence 

Szilárd Németh told public media at 

the transit zone in Röszke.

Németh said that the decision of the 

Luxembourg-based Court of Justice of 

the European Union is meant to force 

Hungary to demolish the border 

fence and the transit zone. Since the 

great wave of migration in 2015, the 

border fence, the police and military 

patrols, and the transit zones have 

been serving the peace and security 

of Hungary and Europe together. Now 

the “people of [US financier George] 

Soros’s network” want to end this. This 

is in sharp contrast to the will of the 

Hungarian people and the Basic Law, 

the state secretary said.

Németh said this is now 

particularly dangerous in the context 

of the coronavirus situation. With 

the reopening of borders in Europe, 

migration pressures will increase 

again, he added. The state secretary 

stressed the need to prevent 

migrants from coronavirus-infected 

places and hotspots from entering 

Europe.

EUROPEAN COURT RULING 
AGAINST HUNGARY OVER 
DETENTION OF REFUGEES 
‘POLITICAL PRESSURE’

The Court of Justice of the European 

Union’s recent ruling, condemning 

Hungary for keeping refugees in 

detention at the country’s southern 

border equals to “exerting political 

pressure” so that Hungary should 

change its border control practice and 

migration policy, György Bakondi, the 

prime minister’s chief security advisor, 

told public television M1.

Answering a question, Bakondi 

insisted that “George Soros’s civil 

organisations”, Europe’s left-liberal 

parties, as well as the European Union’s 

administration “have been bent on 

facilitating that migrants could freely 

cross Hungary” without any border 

control, and that “the political goals 

of strangers are promoted in Hungary 

rather than the will of Hungarians”.

Bakondi said that the Hungarian 

government would not change its 

“proven” migration policy. Bakondi 

also warned that illegal migration 

could become more “dynamic” once 

coronavirus-related restrictions are 

eased in Europe.

CHIEF INFECTOLOGIST: 
EPIDEMIC CURVE STABLE

The epidemic curve in Hungary is 

stable and there are promising drug 

and vaccine trials underway for the 

virus across the world, the chief 

infectologist of St. László Hospital said 

at an online press conference.

János Szlávik expressed hope that 

the epidemic would end soon. “We 

don’t know when and how it will end, 

and it’s also possible that the virus will 

stay with us throughout the year in 

smaller centres of infection,” he said.

In this situation, he added, certain 

epidemiological measures must be 

maintained and it is also necessary 

to immediately isolate and treat any 

infected cases because that is the 

only way to prevent the spread of 

the epidemic. “Let’s hope that we 

will have a proven effective antiviral 
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drug,” he said, adding that anti-

malaria, type C hepatitis and anti-

HIV drugs are already being used, 

and that various drug combinations 

and antibiotics are being tried to cure 

patients.

He said that an antiviral drug 

developed in Japan is available 

in Hungary, which can be used 

effectively in mild to moderate 

cases in the early stages of the 

disease, and that an intravenous 

drug developed in the United States 

is available to treat those who are 

in a severe and life-threatening 

condition because of the virus. 

“We are also making good progress 

with immunotherapy and plasma 

therapy, both of which have been 

used to save lives,” he said.

Szlávik expressed hope that there 

will also be an effective vaccine, 

which some say will be available in 

large amounts in the autumn, or in 

winter, but next spring at the latest. 

The vaccine will first be given to 

vulnerable groups and healthcare 

workers.

Speaking about people infected 

with the human immunodeficiency 

virus, Szlávik said it was earlier 

thought that this group was 

exposed to the infection due to 

the immunodeficiency, but it 

seems that those who take the 

drugs regularly and have a good 

immune system do not carry a 

high risk of infection, in fact, they 

seem to be protected against 

it. He added that so far one HIV-

infected patient has been found to 

have been infected with the novel 

coronavirus in Hungary; he was 

elderly and suffered from several 

chronic diseases.

MSZP INITIATES 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
TO CLARIFY EVENTS 
AT BAJCSY-ZSILINSZKY 
HOSPITAL

The opposition Socialist Party has 

initiated a meeting of Parliament’s 

welfare committee to clarify the 

situation that arose at the Bajcsy-

Zsilinszky Hospital during the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, the committee’s 

Socialist chairman Lajos Korózs said 

at an online press conference. Korózs 

expressed hope that members of 

the operative board coordinating 

the response against the coronavirus 

outbreak, including Minister of Human 

Resources Miklós Kásler and Chief 

Medical Officer Cecília Müller will also 

appear at the meeting convened for 

Wednesday.

He said the number of coronavirus 

fatalities was extremely high at the 

Kőbánya hospital, which was also the 

provider for the elderly care home in 

Pesti Road. Korózs said it should be 

clarified why the hospital was not 

properly prepared to care for Covid-19 

patients and why it only ordered 

testing of the medical staff at the end 

of March.

Earlier this week Müller reported that 

so far 42 residents of the Pesti Road 

facility had died of Covid-19 and 305 

tested positive.

100TH WIZZ AIR FLIGHT 
WITH PROTECTIVE GEAR 
FROM CHINA ARRIVES IN 
BUDAPEST

The 100th Wizz Air flight carrying 

protective gear from China for the 

battle against the novel coronavirus 

epidemic has touched down on 

Budapest’s Liszt Ferenc International 

Airport, Hungary’s minister of foreign 

affairs and trade said. Hungary has so 

far received over 131 million masks, 

1,928,695 protective gowns, 516,280 

visors and 3,062 ventilators. Of this 

amount, 3.9 million masks, 5 million 

gloves and 384 ventilators arrived over 

the past three days, Péter Szijjártó said.

He expressed thanks to the 

ministry’s logistics team, the pilots 

and the ground crew for their “fantastic 

achievement”.

Due to their joint efforts, over the 

past one and a half months 130 flights 

operated on the China-Hungary air 

bridge, the minister said. Szijjártó said 

the 100th aircraft would not be the last 

one as Hungary is preparing for long-

term defence.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARIAN 
COMPANIES TO INVEST 
HUF 18 BN IN SERBIA

Hungarian companies will invest 18 

billion forints (EUR 50.8m) in Serbia, 

with the Hungarian government’s 8.5 

billion forint support, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in Belgrade. The 

nine companies in question will 
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mainly invest in the farming, food 

processing and engineering sectors, 

Szijjártó said. All companies will 

expand their export capacities by 

building plants or manufacturing and 

processing their products in Serbia, 

he said. The support “strengthens 

the Serbian industry, which is in our 

interest ... but also boosts Hungarian 

companies’ presence at European 

and global markets. Manufacturing 

goods abroad increases Hungarian 

companies’ competitiveness,” Szijjártó 

said.

Serbia is Hungary’s most important 

trading partner in the Western Balkans, 

Szijjártó said. The companies in 

question have key roles in restarting 

both economies, he said, citing 

Hungarian OTP Bank and oil and gas 

company Mol as examples.

MINISTRY AIMING TO 
GRADUALLY RESTART 
HEALTH SERVICES

The health government’s “focus is 

on gradually restarting services”, the 

human resources ministry said in a 

statement.

The statement quoted Miklós 

Kásler, the minister, as telling hospital 

directors in a teleconference that 

Monday would see “a new phase in 

relaunching hospital services”. The 

minister said that as a result of timely 

government action and a disciplined 

approach by residents the number of 

active and hospitalised coronavirus 

cases had decreased, and a third of 

the reserved beds in hospitals could 

again be used for routine treatments. 

Kásler warned, however, that the 

epidemic was not over and stressed 

the importance of taking steps 

gradually.

According to the statement, 

hospitals could now “handle the 

number of beds more flexibly” 

and reintroduce planned inpatient 

therapies and elective procedures, 

as well as screening programmes. 

Screening patients for coronavirus 

will be a crucial component aimed 

at protecting hospitals from the 

infection, the document said.

Concerning plans to concentrate 

Covid-19 patients in two hospitals 

in Budapest, the ministry said in its 

statement that 15 of the country’s 41 

coronavirus hospitals had fewer than 

10 patients each, and they could be 

transferred to central facilities “at a 

higher level of prevention”.

POPE JOHN PAUL II 
HIGHLY POPULAR IN V4 
COUNTRIES - SURVEY

Pope John Paul II, born 100 years 

ago, is highly popular in the four 

Visegrad countries, the Budapest-

based Central European Perspectives 

(CEPER) institute told MTI, citing a 

recent survey.

The only Polish pope in the history of 

the Catholic Church is highly respected 

in the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland 

and Slovakia, with at least three fourths 

of the population holding a high 

opinion on him, it said in a statement. 

His lasting popularity may be 

attributed to the keen attention he 

had always paid to the region, it said.

Merely 3% of respondents said they 

had never heard about the pope, the 

institute said. Eighty-two percent 

of those asked in the four countries 

held a high opinion on the late Karol 

Wojtyła. The corresponding rates were 

86% for Hungary, 84% for Poland, 82% 

for Slovakia and 74% for the Czech 

Republic, CEPER said.

The survey was conducted last 

November with a sample of 1,000 in 

each of the four countries.


