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Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s chief of staff, noted in an online press briefing that Pest County’s epidemic data bore 

greater similarity to other regions than to those of the capital. The government will soon decide on easing restrictions in 

Budapest, too. Physical distancing and face masks are still requirements, but restaurants and other catering facilities outside 

Budapest can open indoors areas to the public. Public parks and playgrounds, as well as hotels are also allowed to reopen 

from Monday, the minister said, adding that in the government’s view, restrictions in Budapest may also be eased soon. 

The government sought the opinion of all district mayors and the city’s mayor, Gergely Karácsony, before turning to 

virologists for their views, Gulyás said. The final decision is in the hands of the operative board coordinating the epidemic 

response, he added. Many district mayors “have expressed their opinions very clearly, while Karácsony seems to have no 

clear-cut view on the matter,” Gulyás said, adding that the government would take responsibility for the final decision.

Pest County will join the rest of the country and ease its coronavirus-related 
restrictions. Budapest will remain under the original strict regime for the time being.

GULYÁS: LOCKDOWN EASED FURTHER
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Wenckheim Castle renovated in Szabadkígyós, Békés County
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GULYÁS: SCHOOL’S WON’T 
REOPEN BEFORE JUNE 2

Schools will definitely not re-open 

before June 2, Gergely Gulyás, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

said, adding that it was conceivable 

that the academic year may be 

concluded even if students did not 

return to the classroom before the 

summer holiday. The government 

may rescind its special emergency 

powers towards the end of June 

unless the situation changed 

dramatically, he said. Current 

regulations are in effect until Friday 

midnight. New regulations will be 

made public on Friday or Saturday, 

he said.

Concerning reports that several 

hospitals lacked supplies of 

protective gear, Gulyás said all 

hospitals in Hungary had supplies 

for at least the next ten days. 

Hospitals report their stock levels 

daily and the national supply centre 

takes action if replenishments are 

needed.  

Answering a question concerning 

whether people may be detained 

and prosecuted for spreading false 

rumours via social media, Gulyás 

said: “Charges have not been raised 

except in two cases”. In one, the 

prosecutor “had a different view 

to the police and did not qualify 

the activities as criminal”. The 

authorities may make mistakes from 

time to time, but they can be held 

accountable, and compensation is 

paid to anyone detained wrongfully. 

The government has called on the 

authorities to limit such actions to 

“only the most justified cases”, he 

added. 

Regarding the health-care 

system, Gulyás said it was crucially 

important that health capacities 

are kept f lexible with a view to a 

possible second wave of the virus. 

Even after the state of emergency 

is over, regulations to ensure a rapid 

response must be left in place, he 

said. If the current trend of fewer 

and fewer cases persists, hospitals 

will be able to resume normal 

operations by and by, he said. 

There are close to 5,000 working 

ventilators in Hungary’s hospitals. 

More ventilators are on the way, he 

said, adding that new deliveries will 

increase Hungary’s stock to between 

8,500 and 9,000 units. 

On the topic of Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony’s plan to reopen 

the capital dubbed “Budapest 

Restart”, Gulyás insisted Karácsony 

had drafted “such a long programme” 

so that “he wouldn’t have to commit 

to reopening Budapest or leaving 

things as they are”. 

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
HUNGARY EPIDEMIC 
RESPONSE IN LINE WITH 
EU TENETS

The Hungarian government’s 

special measures in response to the 

coronavirus epidemic fully accord with 

the European Union’s fundamental 

principles, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga said in a letter to members of 

the European Parliament.  Varga said 

on Facebook that she had written 

the letter because the European 

Parliament had refused her request 

to address the plenary debate on 

the subject. EU citizens, she insisted, 

expected the EP to support member 

states fighting “the biggest crisis in the 

history of the European Union”, yet the 

EP “is not the solution but part of the 

problem”. 

Varga noted that the Hungarian 

government had declared a state of 

emergency on March 11, and had taken 

“fast and effective” action to combat 

the epidemic. With “sacrifice and 

discipline” on the part of Hungarian 

citizens, the worst-case scenarios 

seen in other EU member states were 

thankfully avoided, she added.  Varga 

noted that the Hungarian parliament 

extended the state of emergency 

which would have expired after 

15 days under the constitution, by 

passing law designed to handle the 

epidemic. The law, she insisted, “is not 

open-ended either in respect of time 

or its scope”, Varga said, adding that 

parliament could strip the government 

of its enhanced powers at any time 

once the state of emergency is over. 

Varga added that parliament holds 

regular sessions and freely exercises 

oversight of the government. Further, 

the operations of the courts and the 

Constitutional Court are ongoing, 

and controls are in place over state 

agencies. Hungary’s measures are 

not without precedent in Europe, she 
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said, referring to a comparative analysis 

available on the government’s website. 

“Contrary to several member states, 

the Hungarian government decided 

not to suspend the application of any 

passages of the European Charter 

of Fundamental Rights,” she said. 

Accordingly, the government’s special 

measures do not restrict the media or 

curb the freedoms of expression, she 

said, adding that it was important to 

prevent the spread of false rumours, 

however. “The freedom of expression 

does not include the deliberate 

communication of lies.”

In her letter, Varga questioned 

whether the EP could be called a 

democratic institution “when it is not 

taken for granted that the other side 

is also heard”. She complained about 

a member state being “attacked, 

its measures questioned, and the 

legitimacy of its decisions undermined,” 

insisting that the EP had denied 

Hungary’s right to a fair procedure. 

Varga thanked Vera Jourova, Vice 

President of the European Commission 

for Values and Transparency, who 

“declared several times that Hungary’s 

passage of its coronavirus law is not 

against European law”. 

Concluding her letter, the 

minister repeated her government’s 

commitment to “saving the lives” of 

its citizens and “ensuring their health, 

and welfare” while helping the efforts 

of other countries both inside and 

outside the bloc. She said she trusted 

that the EP would drop “its current 

pseudo actions” and “adopt a suitable 

role” in respect of those efforts.

GULYÁS: EP PROCEDURE 
‘WITCH HUNT’

On the subject of the debate in the 

European Parliament on Hungary’s 

law on handling the epidemic, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, Gergely 

Gulyás, slammed the procedure as a 

“witch hunt and a show trial”. “The 

verdict is preordained, and not even 

the justice minister is being allowed 

to address [the plenary],” Gulyás said. 

He said it was “unprecedented” for 

the government of the member state 

in a debate not to be represented 

in the discussion while the country 

holding the European Union’s 

rotating presidency was being 

represented by a state secretary. “This 

is reminiscent of the darkest days,” 

Gulyás said, adding that “not even 

in communist show trials was the 

defendant denied the opportunity 

to state his case.” He said such 

procedures could only hurt the EU’s 

image and weaken confidence in the 

bloc’s institutions. “This procedure 

is intolerable and unacceptable,” 

Gulyás said. “It has nothing to do 

with the rule of law or the EU’s 

fundamental values.”

Asked about a recent decision 

by the Kuria, Hungary’s supreme 

court, to uphold a decision by 

the Debrecen appeals court to 

award compensation to Roma 

children who were segregated at 

school in Gyöngyöspata, in north-

western Hungary, Gulyás said the 

government is bound by the ruling. 

He underlined, at the same time, 

the government’s disagreement 

with the decision, calling it an 

“unfair” ruling “where there are only 

losers”. Gulyás insisted that both 

the minority and mainstream were 

on the “losing end” of the ruling. 

He said it was also unfair to those 

who are not compensated for their 

grievances and those “who are 

rightfully outraged that it is possible 

to receive serious compensation 

for grievances the locals don’t 

perceive as being real”. Gulyás said 

there was enough justification for 

parliament to pass a law requiring 

similar compensations to be paid 

out in kind. So if someone is treated 

unfairly with regard to education, 

they should be compensated with 

education, he argued. 

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
EPIDEMIC WINDING DOWN

Hungary’s novel coronavirus epidemic 

has started winding down, the chief 

medical officer said on Thursday. An 

easing of restrictions outside the 

capital has so far not led to a spike in 

infections, Cecila Müller told an online 

press conference, adding, however, 

that definite conclusions could only 

be drawn once the virus’s 14-day 

incubation period has passed. The 

number of Covid-19 hospital patients 

in Hungary is declining, with only 

23% of all cases requiring hospital 

treatment, Müller said. About one-

quarter of all coronavirus cases have 

been detected in elderly care homes 
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and one-quarter of fatalities have also 

been care home residents, she added.

In response to a question, Müller 

said 13% of all cases were health-

care workers. The virus has spread 

to 45 hospital departments, she said, 

adding that these had all been locked 

down and were not admitting patients. 

The chief medical officer said more 

and more people were returning to 

work, underlining the importance of 

adhering to physical distancing rules 

in the workplace as well.

Six coronavirus patients have died 

in the past 24 hours, all of whom had 

an underlying illness, bringing the 

total number of deaths to 436, while 

the number of registered infections 

rose by 39 to 3,380, koronavirus.gov.

hu said. Fully 1,169 patients have 

made a recovery, while the number 

of active infections has fallen to 1,775. 

Currently 658 coronavirus patients are 

being treated in hospital, 49 of whom 

are on a ventilator. Altogether 11,053 

people are in official home quarantine. 

Fully 123,258 tests have been carried 

out. Budapest has the most registered 

cases (1,619), followed by Pest County 

(459) and Fejér County (339). Békés 

County (11) has the fewest.

Róbert Kiss, a spokesman of 

the operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s response to the epidemic, 

told the same press conference that 

on Thursday the national ambulance 

service, retirement homes and 29 

hospitals will receive more protective 

equipment. 

He noted that two smartphone 

apps had been developed with the 

aim of aiding the response to the 

epidemic. One serves to monitor 

those in home quarantine, while the 

other, VirusRadar, is a contact tracer 

app, Kiss said. At present, 528 people 

are using the quarantine monitoring 

app, he added. Fully 641 people were 

ordered into home quarantine by the 

authorities over the past 24 hours, 

with 11,084 people quarantined in 

total, Kiss said.

GULYÁS: ONLY WEAK 
STATE ADOPTS ANTI-
MINORITY LAWS

Concerning Romania’s celebration 

of the 100th anniversary of the post-

WW1 Trianon Peace Treaty, the prime 

minister’s chief of staff, Gergely Gulyás 

cited ethnic Hungarian leader Hunor 

Kelemen as saying: “If Romania were 

a strong state it would accept that 

a country is enriched by its ethnic 

minorities, especially when it comes 

to the Hungarian community”. “Only 

a weak state, especially if it is selfishly 

chauvinistic, adopts such laws,” Gulyás 

said, referring to Romania’s declaration 

of June 4, the day the treaty was 

signed, as a national holiday. Ethnic 

Hungarians are citizens of Romania, 

he noted. So Romania should 

make gestures of acceptance that 

Hungarians are a part of the political 

nation rather than estrange them, 

he added. Gulyás announced that 

Budapest’s new Trianon monument is 

ready, but its inauguration planned for 

June 4 will be postponed, most likely 

to August 20.

KARÁCSONY: 
GOVT ‘DODGING 
RESPONSIBILITY’ FOR 
EASING BUDAPEST 
RESTRICTIONS

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has slammed the government for 

“dodging responsibility” on easing 

coronavirus-related restrictions 

in Budapest while “refusing real 

partnership”. In a letter answering 

questions from PM office head 

Gergely Gulyás, Karácsony insisted 

the government had refused to share 

with the municipality detailed data 

on the rate of the infection in specific 

areas. He said it was “unacceptable” 

that the “government, while enjoying 

special powers of an unprecedented 

scope during the state of emergency, 

is dodging political responsibility for 

easing the restrictions”.

Karácsony said Budapest should be 

opened gradually, depending on the 

course of the epidemic.

CJEU: PLACING 
ASYLUM SEEKERS IN 
HUNGARY TRANSIT 
ZONE CONSTITUTES 
‘DETENTION’

The Court of Justice of the European 

Union (CJEU) ruled that keeping 

asylum seekers in the transit zone 

on the Hungarian-Serbian border 

constitutes “detention”. “The placing 

of asylum seekers or third-country 

nationals who are the subject of a 
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return decision in the Röszke transit 

zone at the Serbian Hungarian border 

must be classified as ‘detention’,” the 

CJEU said.

The court acknowledged that under 

EU directives, member states may 

detain applicants for international 

protection, but said “that detention 

may not under any circumstances 

exceed four weeks from the date on 

which the application was lodged”. 

The ruling was issued in the case 

involving two Afghan and two Iranian 

nationals, who had been assigned 

the Röszke transit zone as temporary 

accommodation in 2018 and 2019 

and had been staying there since. 

Hungarian authorities had previously 

rejected the complainants’ asylum 

requests, saying they had entered 

the country from Serbia, a safe transit 

country. After Serbia refused to readmit 

them into its territory, the Hungarian 

authorities expelled the asylum 

seekers back to their homelands. 

Until then, the Röszke transit zone 

had been assigned as temporary 

accommodation. The asylum seekers 

then brought a lawsuit to the Szeged 

court of labour and administration, 

saying their housing there constituted 

unlawful detention and asking for their 

asylum requests to be re-examined.

The PM’s chief of staff, Gergely 

Gulyás, branded the ruling as 

“disappointing”. The ruling is about 

“forcing the Hungarian government 

to give up protecting its borders with 

a fence” and to allow migrants into 

the country, he said in an online press 

briefing.  The CJEU’s ruling, he said, was 

troubling given that internal borders 

are closed due to the epidemic, while 

external borders needed protection.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: JAPAN TO 
PROVIDE CORONAVIRUS 
MEDICINE 

Japan will provide a medicine to treat 

Covid-19 to 30 countries including 

Hungary, free of charge, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said, after phone 

talks with his Japanese counterpart. 

Szijjártó thanked Toshimitsu Motegi 

for his country including Hungary 

in the group of recipients, while the 

Japanese minister congratulated 

Hungary on its handling the 

coronavirus epidemic. Szijjártó said 

that Japan would send 12,200 Avigan 

pills, sufficient to treat 100 patients. 

Szijjártó said Japan was open to 

future cooperation opportunities 

with regard to coronavirus research. 

The two ministers agreed that a 

direct Budapest-Tokyo flight would 

be launched once the epidemic is 

over, Szijjártó said. He also noted that 

the government on Wednesday had 

decided to lift any entry restrictions 

for Japanese business travellers.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: NEW 
MIGRATION WAVE 
PRESENTS HEALTH RISKS

A new wave of migrants heading 

towards Europe, presenting health 

and security risks, is possible due to 

the pandemic, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. Fourteen European 

Union foreign ministers held a 

videoconference at Spain’s initiative 

to discuss the situation in the 

Mediterranean, the minister noted 

on Facebook. Before the pandemic, 

the region faced serious hardships, he 

said. Ever since, these have mounted 

further, he added. “Our position is clear: 

the European Union must make every 

effort to prevent new migration waves 

starting from north Africa,” he said. 

Two things are necessary to achieve 

this, he said. “Our borders must be 

strictly protected and developments 

must be carried out in places where 

they’re needed most.” Szijjártó said 

Hungary was taking its fair share in 

these endeavours by “offering help 

to several north African countries 

maintain drinking water supplies 

and health services”. “Additionally, 

we are offering scholarships to 1,200 

young north Africans at Hungarian 

universities, and we have supported 

persecuted Christians with 22 million 

euros so far,” he said. Szijjártó said 

Visegrád Group countries are aiding 

epidemic measures and border 

protection in Libya with a donation 

of 35 million euros.

SZIJJÁRTÓ THANKS 
CHINESE COUNTERPART 
FOR HELP

Hungary has so far received protective 

gear from China on 121 aircraft, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after talks 

with his Chinese counterpart Wang 

Yi, adding that thanks were due to 

the Chinese authorities for helping 
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Hungary acquire health equipment 

necessary for protective measures. 

The equipment received on 121 aircraft 

includes masks, gloves, protective 

clothing and ventilators. Shipments 

will continue in the upcoming months, 

he added.

Economic cooperation between 

Hungary and China has continued 

to develop, with nine large Chinese 

investments arriving in Hungary in 

the past three years, Szijjártó said. 

The value of Chinese investments 

in Hungary is at an all-time high 

and they have brought high-

quality, modern technology to 

Hungary, he said. Digitalisation and 

5G technology play an important 

role in the Hungarian economy’s 

reconfiguration. He noted that 5G has 

been available in central Budapest 

since last autumn after Huawei 

developed it for Vodafone, he said. 

Szijjártó said funding for upgrading 

the Budapest-Belgrade rail line is 

guaranteed thanks to the recent 

signing of an agreement, opening 

up the shortest and fastest route 

for Chinese goods arriving in Greek 

ports to western Europe via Hungary.  

Financial cooperation between the 

two countries has progressed well, 

with excellent cooperation between 

the central banks of Hungary and 

China, he said. The banks have 

agreed to expand cooperation in 

the future, he noted.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán is scheduled to hold talks by 

phone with the Chinese president on 

Friday, the minister said.

FIRST TENDERS FOR 
RECHANNELLED EU 
FUNDING CALLED

The first tenders for European Union 

funding earmarked for economic 

development that has been 

rechannelled to measures that aim 

to shield the economy from the 

impact of the coronavirus pandemic 

were announced on Thursday. 

State secretary for utilisation of EU 

funding Balázs Rákossy announced 

tenders for just over 52 billion forints 

(EUR 147m) in funding available to 

microbusinesses and SMEs to make 

developments that help them “adapt 

to modern business and production 

challenges”. The tenders aim to 

shield against the economic fallout 

from the pandemic by supporting 

investments that preserve 

workplaces, he said.

He added that 33.3 billion forints of 

the funding is being made available 

in the framework of the Economic 

Development and Innovation 

Operative Programme (GINOP) and 

18.8 billion forints in the Competitive 

Central Hungary Operative Programme 

(VEKOP). Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

announced a week earlier that the 

government decided to redirect 310 

billion forints in grant money and 110 

billion forints in 0% credit from the 

GINOP to support the government’s 

economic protection measures.

CONSTRUCTION SECTOR 
OUTPUT FALLS 3.4% IN 
MARCH

The output of Hungary’s construction 

sector fell by 3.4% year on year in 

March, the steepest decline in more 

than three years, as the government 

introduced movement restrictions 

because of the coronavirus pandemic, 

data released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) show.

Commenting on the data, Anita 

Boros, the state secretary of the 

innovation and technology ministry, 

said the decline was “moderate” 

thanks to the government’s 

economic protection efforts, 

which allocated 65 billion forints 

to aiding the construction industry. 

That funding went mainly to 

development and job preservation 

in SMEs, she said. The 2020 decline 

was also from a high base in 2019, 

she added.


