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On Wednesday, the EP will debate whether Hungary’s law on combatting the coronavirus epidemic lives up to democratic 

standards, Judit Varga told MTI. Socialist EP President David Sassoli “in an official letter” refused to give speaking time to 

Hungary’s justice minister at the meeting, citing internal procedural regulations, she said. The “leftist liberal majority” of 

the EP is “about to judge Hungary while ignoring the basic principles of due process,” Varga said. The EP is also ignoring 

the official statement of the European Commission which said the Hungarian law on combatting the virus is not violating 

EU law, she said.

Over the past few weeks, Hungary has suffered “unfounded political attacks on an unprecedented scale”, Varga said, 

despite EC Vice-President Věra Jourová’s statement that the Hungarian law was not against European law. Nonetheless, 

the EP “wishes to discuss Hungary instead of concentrating on aiding member states’ efforts to combat the coronavirus”, 

she said. Varga said she would talk to Jourová later on Tuesday and send a response to Sassoli.

The European Parliament will hold a debate on the state of the rule of law in Hungary 
without allowing the country’s government to present its standpoint, “at a time when 
thousands die and millions lose their jobs in Europe every day”, the justice minister said.

JUSTICE MINISTER: EP TO ‘JUDGE’ HUNGARY WITHOUT 
HEARING ITS GOVT

Coronavirus updates

KSH releases industry figures  
for March 
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FOUR PATIENTS DIE, 3,313 
REGISTERED CASES

Four patients have died in the 

past 24 hours, all of whom had an 

underlying illness, bringing the total 

number of deaths to 425, while the 

number of registered infections 

rose by 29 to 3,313, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Tuesday morning. 

Fully 1,007 patients have made 

a recovery, while the number of 

active infections has fallen to 1,881. 

Currently 746 coronavirus patients 

are being treated in hospital, 45 of 

whom are on a ventilator. Altogether 

11,016 people are in official home 

quarantine. Fully 114,719 tests have 

been carried out.

Budapest has the most registered 

cases (1,595), followed by Pest County 

(445) and Fejér County (338). Vas 

County (14) has the fewest.

SZIJJÁRTÓ SENDS 
LETTERS TO FIVE NORDIC 
COUNTERPARTS

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

sent letters to the foreign ministers 

of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway 

and Sweden in connection with a 

letter to the Secretary General of the 

Council of Europe they wrote jointly.

Szijjártó posted a Hungarian-

language version of his letter to his 

Facebook page late on Monday. In 

it, the minister said division within 

Europe would be the outcome 

were fake news spread about any 

particular country. Also multilateral 

institutions would be undermined, 

he added.

He said he was obliged to express 

his “serious concerns and frustration” 

because measures taken by the 

Hungarian government in response 

to the coronavirus epidemic were 

being misrepresented, forming the 

basis for “unfounded, politically 

motivated attacks”, which were 

ongoing in spite of assurances 

given regarding the relevant law 

that, he said, actually enhanced the 

powers of lawmakers to oversee 

the government rather than 

diminishing them. Parliament, he 

added, maintained its functions of 

supervision and control. Lawmakers 

can withdraw powers handed to the 

government at any time, he wrote. 

Szijjártó said special measures 

were made only if necessary and 

proportionate, taking into account 

the trajectory of the epidemic and 

with a view to protecting the lives, 

health, safety and economic stability 

of Hungarian citizens. Steps taken 

under the law will only remain in 

place until the state of emergency 

is over, he added.

The minister said dialogue and 

cooperation were the basic tenets 

of the Council of Europe, adding that 

he remained ready to discuss any 

concerns in person. The Hungarian 

people, he said, were mature enough 

to make the right decisions about 

the future of their own country. This 

ability should not be questioned, he 

added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: W BALKANS 
RAPID DEVELOPMENT  
IN HUNGARY’S INTEREST

It is in Hungary’s security, political 

and economic interests that the 

Western Balkans develops rapidly, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

Podgorica.

Hungary’s neighbouring region 

is full of important trading partners 

and investment destinations, the 

minister said at a joint press conference 

held with Srđan Darmanović, his 

Montenegrin counterpart. The Western 

Balkans is exposed to the threat of 

migration, he noted, adding that the 

swiftest possible integration of its 

countries with the European Union 

was in Hungary’s interest.

With this aim in mind, the Hungarian 

government fully supports the current 

Croatian EU presidency in opening the 

last chapter in accession talks with 

Montenegro while closing six chapters 

that country is ready to conclude, he 

said. Hungary regards EU enlargement 

as among the bloc’s most important 

policy objectives, he said, adding that 

Europe would have to withstand new 

waves of competition in the post-

pandemic world.

“We are convinced that the European 

Union’s position and strength in the 

new global order will very much be 

linked to the success of the bloc’s 

enlargement,” he said, adding that 

the larger the EU becomes, the more 

important role it would have.
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Achieving that goal requires 

integrating the Western Balkans, not 

losing it, Szijjártó said. Speaking about 

Hungary-Montenegro economic ties, 

Szijjártó noted bilateral trade was 

worth over 100 million euros in 2019. 

Montenegro is an important market for 

Hungarian pharmaceutical exports and 

for OTP, Hungary’s largest commercial 

bank, the foreign minister said, adding 

that Hungary is a main importer of 

aluminium from Montenegro. On the 

topic of migration, Szijjártó expressed 

appreciation of Montenegro’s efforts 

to protect the country against illegal 

migration. Montenegro has gone as far 

as deploying its military at its borders, 

he noted. Szijjártó further pledged 

Hungary’s help to Montenegro in 

fighting the coronavirus epidemic. On 

Tuesday, Hungary delivered 50,000 face 

masks and 2,500 protective suits to the 

country, he said.

The Montenegrin foreign minister 

thanked Hungary for the delivery 

as well as its steady support for the 

country’s EU and NATO aspirations.

Szijjártó also met President Milo 

Đukanović.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: VERHOFSTADT 
“MALICIOUS”

Hungary’s foreign minister has 

branded Guy Verhofstadt “malicious” 

and “harmful”, someone who does his 

best to weaken European nation states.

Responding to the liberal MEP’s 

comparison of Hungary’s law on 

combatting the coronavirus epidemic 

to Hitler’s Enabling Act, Péter Szijjártó 

said on Facebook that Verhofstadt had 

shown himself time and again to be 

unfit for civilised debate. Referring to 

financier George Soros, the minister 

accused Verhofstadt of being a “key 

figure” in implementing “the Soros 

plan”.

He said that since Verhofstadt 

was not a Hungarian voter, “it 

doesn’t matter what he thinks about 

Hungarian law”.

“It’s Hungarians who matter to 

us,” he wrote. “We are protecting 

their health and jobs, whatever Guy 

Verhofstadt says,” he added.

REPRESENTATIVE 
SCREENING SHOWS JUST 
TWO POSITIVES, SO FAR

A nationwide representative screening 

for infection by the novel coronavirus 

has produced just two positives from 

8,276 tests so far, Béla Merkely, the 

rector of Semmelweis University, 

who is heading the project, said. 

Semmelweis University, Hungary’s 

three other medical schools and the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) started 

the screening of almost 18,000 people 

on May 1 with the support of the 

innovation and technology ministry. 

Merkely said the numbers so far would 

suggest that there are between 243 

and 7,230 people with Covid-19 

over the age of 14 in Hungary. The 

screening is also testing for coronavirus 

antibodies in people who have been 

infected and recovered.

The number of people showing 

signs of previous infection and 

recovery are nine from a sample of 

a 1,524, Merkely said. That would put 

the total number of such Hungarians 

over the age of 14 between 22,399 and 

92,624 or between 0.27% and 1.1% of 

the population. Merkely said that the 

full results of the screening would be 

announced at the end of May. He said 

more screenings would follow, spaced 

at least one month apart. If there isn’t 

a big change in the daily numbers, 

the next screening could take place 

in September, he added.

A total of 17,787 people were invited 

to participate in the screening. Tests 

have been conducted on 8,744 of 

those people, and a further 2,113 have 

said they will travel to testing sites for 

the screening, while 354 have asked to 

be tested at home. No response was 

received from 1,589 people who got 

invitations, 505 are abroad or have died 

and 1,875 could not be reached.

The screening is being carried out 

with the help of 1,500 doctors, nurses, 

medical school students and PhD 

students.

NEW PATIENTS  
TO BE TREATED IN TWO 
BUDAPEST HOSPITALS

Newly diagnosed coronavirus 

patients in a serious condition will 

be transferred to two specialised 

hospitals in Budapest, in a return to the 

procedure applied at the beginning of 

the epidemic, the koronavirus.gov.hu 

website said.

Chief medical officer Cecília Müller 

has instructed the country’s hospitals 
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and the National Ambulance Service 

accordingly.  In view of the slowly 

declining number of registered 

patients and of those in need of 

hospital treatment, new Covid-19 

patients in a serious condition 

will be transferred to the St. László 

and Korányi hospitals in Budapest, 

the website said. The restrictions 

implemented in Hungary have kept 

the infection rate low, Müller said in 

a statement.

Concentrating the treatment of 

coronavirus patients in two hospitals 

enables other hospitals to resume 

normal operations, she said. Currently, 

35 hospitals are treating Covid-19 

patients, Müller noted.

FIRST LADY MARKS INTL 
NURSES DAY

First Lady Anita Herczegh, marking 

International Nurses Day on Tuesday, 

thanked nurses for their work. The 

World Health Organisation declared 

2020 the year of nurses and midwives 

long before the coronavirus pandemic, 

Herczegh noted.

“Thanks and gratitude are especially 

due today,” she said.

Herczegh also thanked organisations 

that have been donating face masks, 

immunostimulants and disinfectants to 

hospitals and social institutions.

State Secretary Miklós Soltész, the 

head of the National Humanitarian 

Coordination Council, said the latest 

round of donations will go to church-

run hospitals and care homes across 

the country. The St. Ferenc and 

Bethesda hospitals, the hospital of 

Jewish organisation Mazsihisz and 

the institution of the Hospitaller 

order will be given 3,000 face masks 

donated by pharma giant Johnson and 

Johnson, and 5,000 bottles of immune 

boosters and disinfectants will go to 

care homes, he said. 

Meanwhile, opposition LMP marked 

International Nurses Day with an 

online press conference, and called 

for a 30% wage hike in the health-

care and social sectors. Lawmaker 

Péter Ungár welcomed the 500,000 

forint (EUR 1,400) bonus for health-

care staff and demanded the same 

for social workers.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER 
THANKS NURSES FOR 
THEIR WORK

The chief medical officer thanked the 

dedicated work of nurses in Hungary 

on Tuesday, International Nurses 

Day. “I would like to express thanks 

to them for their work, as a result of 

which 12 coronavirus patients could 

be disconnected from ventilators in St 

László Hospital and they are in stable 

condition,” Cecília Müller told a regular 

daily online press conference.

Citing the latest data, she said that 

they showed a continued low number 

of new Covid-19 infections. Müller 

said that inspections in one-third, or 

345, of Hungary’s social and elderly 

care homes had been completed 

and revealed the absence of a full-

time doctor only in two cases. They 

found the operation of 273 homes in 

order, she said. Answering a question, 

Müller said that a sufficient number of 

recovered coronavirus patients have 

volunteered to offer their blood plasma 

for anti-viral therapies.

SOCIALISTS CALL ON HR 
MINISTER KÁSLER TO QUIT

The opposition Socialists renewed 

their demand that Human Resources 

Minister Miklós Kásler resign, citing 

“crises” in the education, health-

care and social sectors. Lajos Korózs, 

the head of parliament’s welfare 

committee, told an online news 

conference that Kásler’s ministry 

had “failed” and had become 

“inoperable”.

The Socialist politician said the 

sector’s employers and employees 

each paid 2.4 million forints (EUR 

6,800) in taxes on average, yet hospitals 

lacked basic supplies. The Socialists 

are calling for a stand-alone health 

ministry, Korózs said.

Kásler, he added, had also failed 

to answer a Socialist Party query 

concerning “data on 4,000 coronavirus 

tests disappearing from the public 

health institute’s website”, as well as 

other statistical anomalies.

JOBBIK CALLS ON GOVT TO 
RAISE VALUE OF PENSIONS

The opposition Jobbik party called on 

the government to raise “or at least 

maintain” the real value of pensions. 

The projected fall in the value of 

pensions in proportion to GDP is 
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“outrageous”, lawmaker Tamás Sneider 

told an online press conference. He 

said the government’s convergence 

programme contained a drop in the 

value of pensions over the next ten 

years, while the number of pensioners 

in the country is expected to rise 

sharply. Food prices in the meantime 

have been rising more steeply than 

pensions, Sneider said.

The first instalment of the 

government’s 13th month pension 

due in 2021 amounts to a hike of 2%, 

“which in the current circumstances is 

nothing”, he said, adding that “awful 

times” were about to come to Hungary.

Sneider called on the government 

to disburse the first instalment in 

2020 and the second in 2021. That 

would be “still be just enough” to 

maintain the real value of pensions 

in the next two years, he said. Sneider 

also called for men to be given the 

same option women have to retire 

after 40 years of work.

NÉZŐPONT: RULING 
FIDESZ MAINTAINS LEAD 
IN POLLS

Ruling Fidesz has maintained its lead 

in the polls, with support of over 50% 

among decided voters, the Nézőpont 

Institute said.

Among decided voters, the ruling 

Fidesz-Christian Democrats’ support 

has grown to 54% by May from 51% in 

the beginning of the year, Nézőpont 

said. Meanwhile, support for the 

opposition coalition has fallen to 

38%, it said.

Of the opposition parties, the 

Momentum Movement is leading 

with 13% among decided voters, while 

the Democratic Coalition’s support 

has fallen to 11% and Jobbik’s to 9%. 

The Socialist-Párbeszéd alliance is at 

three percent, LMP at two percent, 

and Mi Hazánk (Our Homeland) at 

one percent, the pollster said. The 

non-parliamentary satirical Two-tailed 

Dog party would garner 6% were the 

election held this Sunday, Nézőpont 

said. In the whole population, the 

ruling parties have the support of 

43%, some 3.5 million people. The 

opposition coalition is supported by 

26% of all voters, or some 2 million 

people, Nézőpont said. The poll 

showed that 72% of Hungarians are 

“satisfied” with how the government 

is handling the coronavirus 

epidemic. That means that 41% of 

opposition voters also approve of the 

government’s work in this respect, the 

institute said. Nézőpont conducted the 

research on May 7-8 by phone, on a 

representative sample of 1,000 people.

KÚRIA UPHOLDS 
GYÖNGYÖSPATA RULING 

The Kúria, Hungary’s supreme 

court, on Tuesday upheld an earlier 

decision by the Debrecen appeals 

court under which Roma children 

earlier segregated at school in rural 

northern Hungary are entitled to 

compensation of a combined 100 

million forints (EUR 285,000). Under the 

decision the school in Gyöngyöspata, 

the local municipality and the school 

authority are obliged to pay the sum 

to the families of 60 children, who had 

been unlawfully separated from non-

Roma students at school and were 

given inferior education. 

The defendants had appealed to the 

Kúria asking for permission to provide 

courses to the complainants rather 

than pay cash. In its ruling the Kúria 

said that “the only way to compensate 

for non-material damages is in a cash 

payment”. The Kuria also declined to 

reduce the compensation amount 

saying that the appeals court had 

defined the sum “through careful 

consideration, taking into account 

all circumstances and aspects of the 

current legal practice”.

The prime minister’s commissioner 

said that the ruling was “wrong and 

unfair”. László Horváth, who is ruling 

Fidesz’s MP for the Gyöngyöspata area, 

told MTI in a video message that the 

Kúria “regrettably” rejected an option 

to compensate the segregated victims 

“in the form of education”. He said the 

Kúria’s decision would “disrupt peace 

within society”. He insisted that the 

ruling was equal to “unilaterally 

punishing a whole community for a 

minority’s real or assumed grievances”.

MINISTRY JOINS EC 
ONLINE CONSUMER 
PROTECTION 
COOPERATION

The innovation and technology 

ministry has joined the European 

Commission’s Consumer 

Protection Cooperation network, 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu6

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

MAY 13, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

a community-level cooperation 

network aimed at detecting unfair 

online trading practices during the 

coronavirus epidemic, the ministry 

said. Unfair commercial practices 

by web shops have become more 

widespread in member states 

due to an increasing demand for 

protective products, the ministry 

said in a statement.

But some traders provide misleading 

information about products such 

as face masks and disinfectants, 

presenting a serious health risk to 

consumers.

Under the ministry’s oversight, 

Hungarian government offices have 

conducted consumer protection 

inspections in 1,200 offline outlets and 

600 web shops since late February this 

year, the ministry said.

The inspections revealed aggressive 

trading practices. Most involved web 

shops selling hand sanitisers which 

laboratory tests showed were fake, it 

said.

The Hungarian authorities have 

launched consumer protection and 

market supervision proceedings 

concerning online violations, so 

far imposing fines of around 3.5 

million forints (EUR 10,000), the 

ministry said.

PALKOVICS DISCUSSES 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
WITH GERMAN MINISTER

Hungarian Innovation and Technology 

Minister László Palkovics met Peter 

Altmaier, the German minister of 

economic affairs and energy, to discuss 

further economic and innovation 

cooperation in view of Germany taking 

over the rotating presidency of the 

European Union in the second half of 

the year.

The ministers agreed that 

experience during the coronavirus 

outbreak might prompt German 

companies to shorten their supply 

chains, giving priority to sites in central 

Europe, the innovation and technology 

ministry said in a statement. The 

ministers agreed that central and 

eastern Europe’s value may rise thanks 

to its vicinity and competitiveness. 

The Visegrad countries are Germany’s 

largest trading partner, the statement 

said, with trade amounting to 300 

billion euros last year, surpassing trade 

figures with the United States or China. 

Palkovics welcomed the German 

government’s call for more EU funding 

for those areas in the bloc’s budget for 

the 2021-2027 financial cycle.

Strengthening bilateral ties receives 

a special urgency ahead of Germany 

taking over the rotating presidency of 

the EU from July 1. Hungary is ready to 

become an active partner in projects 

aimed to get over the “virus crisis”, the 

ministry said.

HUNGARY ON COURSE TO 
PRODUCE FAVIPIRAVIR 
DRUG WITHIN MONTHS

Hungarian researchers have concluded 

the first phase of developing favipiravir, 

a medication proven effective against 

cases of the novel coronavirus in Asia. 

Production of the drug might start as 

early as this autumn, the innovation 

and technology ministry said. The 

infrastructure for clinical tests and 

manufacturing will be provided by a 

wide-ranging cooperation between 

the government, research institutes, 

universities and companies, the ministry 

said. The government is funding the work 

with a 370 million forint (EUR 1.1m) grant, 

State Secretary Tamás Schanda said.

Favipiravir is used to alleviate flu 

symptoms. Clinical tests are yet to be 

conducted, and so it is not registered 

as a medicine in Europe and the US. 

Favipiravir has shown results in patients 

with Covid-19, the ministry said.


