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The foreign ministry summoned the ambassadors of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden on Monday, Péter 

Szijjártó, the foreign minister, said on social media, citing the spread of “fake news by the international liberal mainstream”. 

Szijjártó noted that his counterparts in the five countries had expressed support in a letter to the secretary general of the 

Council of Europe, who had raised concern about Hungary’s coronavirus-related law. Several of them had made individual 

statements citing “lies now verging on the boring such as [the Hungarian government] building a dictatorship or striving 

for unlimited powers”, he said. “The Hungarian nation is over one thousand years old and Hungarians reject pathetically 

hypocritical patronising,” Szijjártó said. The minister insisted that Hungarians “are able to decide what they want and what 

they do not”, adding that the foreign ministers of the five countries “had better mind their own business”.

The Hungarian government rejects “fake news” propagated by media outlets abroad, 
and it also objects to officials of EU member states spreading corresponding “lies”, 
Hungary’s foreign minister has said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ SUMMONS FIVE AMBASSADORS

Coronavirus updates 
 

EU defence, health ministers hold 
videoconference
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EuRegio train arriving in Győr from Vienna on 1st day of restored services
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GOVT OFFICIAL SLAMS 
SOROS FOR ‘POLITICAL 
PROFITEERING’

Hungary’s state secretary for 

international communications and 

relations slammed financier George 

Soros for “political profiteering”. 

Commenting on a Soros interview 

published by Project Syndicate’s 

blog, as well as an article by Guy 

Verhofstadt calling Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán a populist and a 

dictator, Kovács wrote on Facebook: 

“It is interesting to call someone a 

dictator for placing the decision 

on ending the state of emergency 

into the hands of parliament. That 

the majority in that parliament is 

held by parties not to [the authors’] 

taste is a democratic decision of the 

Hungarian people.”  

Verhofstadt, a group leader of the 

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats 

for Europe (ALDE) in the European 

Parliament, compared the Hungarian 

law on the protection efforts against 

the novel coronavirus to Hitler’s 

Enabling Act of 1933.

“What they brand as populism 

can be defined with Abraham 

Lincoln’s words: of the people, 

by the people, for the people,” 

Kovács said. Meanwhile, Soros is 

proposing perpetual bonds to 

handle the economic fallout after 

the coronavirus pandemic, a tool 

that would “plunge his professed 

homeland, Europe, deep into debt”, 

Kovács said.

HUNGARY COUNTRYSIDE 
SHOWS SIGNS  
OF NORMALCY AS 
RESTRICTIONS EASE

Life outside Budapest picked up 

considerably over the weekend as 

the easing of coronavirus-related 

restrictions drew many to tourist 

spots and restaurant terraces filled up 

as much as physical distancing rules 

allowed. Families with small children 

took to the reopened playgrounds, 

parks, sports grounds and zoos in 

many of the major cities, while young 

people mainly gathered in downtown 

areas. Most cities have reported 

satisfactory compliance with safety 

regulations on the public’s part, with 

the majority of residents wearing 

face masks and keeping a distance 

of at least 1.5 metres from each other. 

Some cities and towns, however, are 

remaining cautious with their lifting of 

restrictions. Kaposvár, in south-western 

Hungary, has chosen to wait another 

week before deciding on reopening 

playgrounds and Bátonyterenye is 

holding off on reopening its sports 

arena, swimming complex and arts 

centre.

MAYOR REQUESTS 
BUDAPEST INFECTION 
STATS FROM CHIEF 
MEDICAL OFFICER

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has sent an email to the chief medical 

officer, Cecília Müller, requesting data 

on registered coronavirus cases in the 

city, along with the number and results 

of virus tests. In the email posted 

on his Facebook page, Karácsony 

said Budapest should be reopened 

gradually and cautiously, taking 

into consideration the epidemic’s 

trajectory. With this in mind, the 

municipal leadership has asked for 

data concerning the number of tests 

in Budapest since the beginning of 

the outbreak, containing the patient’s 

age and information on whether they 

contracted Covid-19 in hospital or 

elsewhere in the city. He also asked 

for the coronavirus research task 

force’s epidemic analysis as well as its 

forecasts regarding a potential second 

wave. 

Karácsony also asked about a letter 

signed by Human Resources Minister 

Miklós Kásler and Müller instructing the 

authorities to transfer all coronavirus 

patients in the country to two hospitals 

in Budapest. Karácsony asked whether 

that measure was prompted by health-

care-related infections in hospitals 

outside Budapest. It is important to 

clarify whether those patients appear 

in the statistics as Budapest infections, 

he said. 

Karácsony also called on the 

operative board to report on case 

numbers in Hungarian retirement 

homes and social institutions, along 

with the numbers in a care home in 

Budapest’s Pesti Road, where the 

number of infections has reached 330.

Zoltán Kovács, the state secretary 

for international communication and 

relations, said in a Facebook post that 
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reopening Budapest was conditional 

on a fall in the number of coronavirus-

related deaths in the city’s elderly care 

homes, “where the virus is spreading 

the most”. Kovács insisted that 

Karácsony had been tardy in taking 

measures to prepare the care homes 

for the epidemic.

Kovács also posted a graphic 

showing that so far one hundred 

people have died after contracting 

coronavirus in care homes across 

the country, with 42 deaths in the 

Budapest-run Pesti Road facility 

alone. “We propose that the mayor 

concentrates his efforts on the 

elderly care homes operated by the 

municipality,” Kovács said.

ORBÁN: BUDGET  
TO SUPPORT ECONOMY 
PROTECTION, 
INVESTMENTS, JOB 
CREATION

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

officials of the finance ministry and 

its agencies to discuss this year’s 

budget and a draft for next year, 

his press chief said. At the meeting 

held at the ministry, Orbán said that 

“the focus of assets used for crisis 

management continues to be on 

job creation”. He repeated his earlier 

pledge that the government would 

create as many jobs as are eliminated 

due to the coronavirus epidemic. Both 

years’ budgets and the government’s 

economy protection action plan will 

serve that purpose, with special regard 

to central assistance to job creation, 

investments and development 

programmes, providing wage 

subsidies to employees, tax cuts to 

promote job retention and subsidised 

loans to entrepreneurs, as well as the 

reintroduction of 13th month pensions, 

press chief Bertalan Havasi quoted the 

prime minister as saying.

FURTHER EIGHT DIE, 3,284 
REGISTERED CASES  
IN HUNGARY

A further eight people, all of whom 

had underlying illnesses, have died 

in Hungary in the past 24 hours, 

bringing the total number of 

fatalities to 421, while the number of 

registered coronavirus infections has 

increased by 21 to 3,284, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Monday morning. 

Fully 958 patients have recovered. 

Currently 782 coronavirus patients 

are hospitalised, 42 of whom are on 

ventilators. The number of people 

under official home quarantine is 

10,955. The number of tests carried 

out stands at 112,165.

The website noted that the 

aim now is to resume normal life 

gradually and according to a strict 

schedule, so full restrictions still 

apply in the most heavily infected 

areas, Budapest and Pest County. 

Elsewhere, physical distancing and 

a variety of other rules still apply. 

Budapest still stops the list of 

registered infections (1,587 people), 

followed by Pest County (438) and 

Fejér County (333). Vas County has 

the fewest (14) infections in Hungary.

PARLT CTTEE CONDEMNS 
ROMANIAN PRESIDENT’S 
REMARKS ON HUNGARIAN 
MINORITY

Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee 

unanimously adopted a resolution 

condemning recent “anti-minority” 

remarks by Romanian President Klaus 

Iohannis. The remarks concerned his 

country’s Hungarian community which 

recently affirmed its commitment to 

the cause of autonomy for Szekler 

Land. Iohannis’s remarks about 

Romania’s Hungarian community 

could be used to “incite hatred”, 

foreign ministry state secretary Levente 

Magyar said, noting that Iohannis had 

recently accused Romania’s Social 

Democrats, who hold the majority of 

seats in parliament, of “fighting to hand 

over Transylvania to the Hungarians” 

as the Romanian government “fights a 

heroic battle” against the coronavirus 

epidemic. Magyar said the Romanian 

president had branded anyone 

engaging in talks with the Hungarians 

who did not firmly reject Hungarian 

causes a “traitor”. The president’s 

comments, he added, amounted 

to more than just domestic political 

rhetoric, adding that they could have 

“far-reaching consequences”.

He said it was a “Romanian tradition” 

to “play the Hungarian card whenever 

there’s trouble in order to divert 

the public’s attention from the real 

problems”.

Hungary wants to develop its ties 

with Romania, Magyar said, adding 
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that the government will continue 

to aid the Hungarian community and 

protect it from “all forms of attack”. 

Answering a question, Magyar called it 

“disgraceful” that the Council of Europe 

was staying silent on the matter. 

Zsolt Németh, the Fidesz head of 

the committee, said the Romanian 

foreign affairs committee was also 

expected to discuss the matter next 

week. He said Romania was “battling 

two viruses at the same time”, namely 

the novel coronavirus and “the old 

virus of chauvinism”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ PRAISES 
HUNGARY-SLOVAKIA TIES 

Cooperation last year between 

Hungary and Slovakia “turned to be 

a series of success stories”, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in a 

press conference with Richard Sulík, 

Slovakia’s deputy PM and economy 

minister. Szijjártó noted that Slovakia is 

Hungary’s third largest trading partner, 

second largest export market and third 

most important investment target, 

adding that “all political conditions 

are in place for these success stories 

to continue”.  As a result of bilateral 

cooperation, the two countries will 

have completed construction of a 

new bridge across the River Danube 

at Komárom-Komarno by August, 

and six new border crossing facilities 

by 2022, including three new bridges 

spanning the River Ipoly, he said.  By 

2022, a motorway connection will have 

been established between Miskolc in 

Hungary and Košice (Kassa) in Slovakia, 

Szijjártó said, adding that he had also 

come to an agreement with Sulík on 

linking the two countries’ electricity 

grids at two points before the end of 

the year. 

Hungary and Slovakia have 

removed obstacles to efforts to 

triple the capacity of gas links 

from Hungary to Slovakia, enabling 

Hungary to supply over an annual 5 

billion cubic metres of gas starting 

in 2024, Szijjártó said, noting that 

Hungary was in a position to buy 

several billion cubic metres of gas 

from the Turkish Stream pipeline 

under an agreement with Russia’s 

Gazprom. Answering a question, 

Szijjártó said works related to the 

interconnector are costed at 43 

billion forints (EUR 122.9m), adding 

that the funds are in place to finance 

the project.

Szijjártó also praised bilateral 

cooperation related to the coronavirus 

epidemic, noting that Hungary and 

Slovakia had helped each other’s 

citizens to return to their homelands 

while opening 11 crossing facilities 

for people living on either side of 

the border to commute to work in 

the other country. Szijjártó noted 

that Sulík had not supported the 

European Parliament’s latest “attack on 

Hungary”, and thanked him “on behalf 

of the government and the Hungarian 

people”. Sulík highlighted the 

importance of energy diversification, 

adding that his country had received 

gas supplies only from the east but 

now it could import gas from the 

south, too.

MALFUNCTION REDUCES 
PAKS BLOCK CAPACITY, 
NO IMPACT ON NUCLEAR 
SAFETY

Due to an electrical system 

malfunction, block number four at 

Hungary’s sole nuclear power plant 

at Paks is operating at a capacity 

of 255MW, operator MVM Paksi 

Atomerőmű said. The malfunction 

has had no impact on nuclear safety, it 

added. Experts are working to resolve 

the problem which occurred at 7.50am, 

it said. Each of the plant’s four blocks 

has a nominal capacity of 500MW.

SOCIALISTS LAUNCH 
‘DICTATORSHIP WATCH’ 
ONLINE PAGE  

The opposition Socialist Party has 

launched a “Dictatorship Watch” 

page on its website asking people to 

report online “any instances of abuse 

by the government” they have seen 

during the coronavirus-related state of 

emergency, a party lawmaker said. The 

Socialists are asking individuals and 

civil groups to report all instances to 

help the party collect “every decision 

linked either to [ruling] Fidesz or to 

parliament that the cabinet will have 

to account for”, Zsolt Molnár, the leader 

of the party’s Budapest chapter, told an 

online press conference. He said that 

since the declaration of the state of 

emergency, the government has taken 

decisions citing “seriousness of the 

situation” which, he said, had not been 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu5

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

MAY 12, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

justified. The cabinet has decided to 

allocate 15 billion forints (EUR 42.8mn) 

for government communication 

purposes while it has left health-care 

workers without almost any support, 

Molnár said.

OPEL TO RESTART ENGINE 
PRODUCTION  
AT W HUNGARY BASE  
FROM WED

French-owned car maker Opel 

has said it will gradually restart 

engine production at its plant in 

Szentgotthárd, in western Hungary, 

from Wednesday. Production at the 

plant was suspended on March 23 

because of the novel coronavirus 

pandemic. The plant will resume 

production under strict health 

guidelines, beginning with the 

three-cylinder turbo PureTech petrol 

engine, company spokesman Zoltán 

Kaszás said in a statement. Factory 

workers will have their temperatures 

checked and will be required to wear 

safety goggles, face masks and keep 

a safe distance from one another. 

Break room doors will be kept open 

and tools and work stations will be 

cleaned regularly.

HÉVÍZ THERMAL LAKE  
RE-OPENS

The thermal lake of Hévíz, a popular 

tourist destination, re-opened on 

the weekend, attracting hundreds 

of guests, local government officials 

said. Most hotels in the spa town 

will re-open between mid-May and 

the second week of June, strictly 

keeping to coronavirus-related rules 

and regulations, a chief advisor to 

the mayor told a press conference. 

Fully 90% of tourists with plans to 

visit Hévíz stand ready to travel right 

away, Orsolya H Horváth said, citing 

an online survey conducted with a 

sample of 4,500 people. “This shows 

that health tourism could become a 

shock-resistant sector,” she said.

Mayor Gábor Papp said the town 

was getting an increasing number of 

inquiries from abroad, mostly from 

Czech, Slovak, Slovenian and German 

guests, but also from Russia. Hévíz 

is Europe’s largest thermal lake and 

attracts many Russian visitors.

HUNGARY CONSTRUCTION 
SECTOR CONTRACTS  
JUST 3-5%

Hungary’s construction sector 

declined and annual 3-5% in the year 

to date, according to data compiled by 

industry association EVOSZ, well under 

the 15-20% decline for construction 

companies across the European 

Union estimated by the European 

Construction Industry Federation 

(FIEC), EVOSZ said.

Last week’s review showed order 

stock down 18-20% from a year earlier, 

making the decline in new orders 

the biggest concern for the sector, it 

added.

The association noted that the 

number of public procurements for 

construction projects Jan. 1-May 

6 came to just 999, with a value of 

498.6 billion forints, down from 1,489 

projects with a value of 509.8 billion 

in the same period a year earlier.

TUNGSRAM PARTNERS 
WITH AMBULANCE 
SERVICE TO TEST UVC 
LIGHTS THAT KILL 
MICROORGANISMS

Hungarian lighting company 

Tungsram is partnering with the 

National Ambulance Service 

(OMSZ) to test ultraviolet germicidal 

irradiation lights it has developed. 

OMSZ chief Gábor Csató said 

the UVC lights will be used to kill 

viruses and bacteria in ambulances 

between trips. Ten OMSZ ambulances 

will be outfitted with the lights 

in the initial test run, he added. 

Tungsram chairman-CEO Jörg 

Bauer said the company is turning 

some of its innovative production 

experience toward developing and 

manufacturing equipment necessary 

during the coronavirus pandemic. 

He added that few countries in the 

world have such a unified, modern 

and innovative ambulance service as 

Hungary’s.


