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Fully 933 patients have recovered. Currently 812 coronavirus patients are hospitalised, 50 of whom are on ventilators. Fully 

10,356 people are under official home quarantine. The number of tests carried out stands at 108,257. The website noted 

that the aim now is to resume normal life gradually and according to a strict schedule, so full restrictions still apply in the 

most heavily infected areas, Budapest and Pest County. Elsewhere, physical distancing and a variety of other rules still apply. 

Budapest tops the list of registered infections with 1,579, followed by Pest County with 434. Vas County has the fewest (14) 

infections in Hungary.

Meanwhile, Róbert Kiss, a spokesman of the operative board that coordinates Hungary’s response to the epidemic, said 

that so far 336 people in home quarantine have agreed to have their compliance with quarantine rules be monitored 

electronically. Asked if the operative board would hand over to the Budapest city council epidemiological data that Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony had requested earlier this week, he said the board had yet to receive the request.

A further 8 people, all of whom had underlying illnesses, have died in Hungary, 
bringing the coronavirus death toll to 413, while the number of registered infections 
has increased by 50 to 3,263, koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: SOME 338 
COMPaNIES REaDy TO 
INVEST TO MITIGaTE 
VIRUS’S ECONOMIC IMPaCT

Some 338 companies have indicated 

their plans to the government to carry 

out investments worth 162 billion 

forints (EUR 460m) in order to mitigate 

the negative economic impacts of the 

novel coronavirus epidemic, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said. The 

minister told public Kossuth Radio that 

this was projected to save 62,000 jobs. 

The ministry of foreign affairs and trade 

has launched a programme jointly with 

the Hungarian Investment Promotion 

Agency to support investments that 

help preserve jobs, he said.

The government is currently in 

talks about doubling an original 

allocation of 50 billion forints for the 

scheme which involves funding 50% 

of the applicant companies’ planned 

investments, he added.

Szijjártó said the pandemic posed 

not only a health problem but also 

an economic problem and states 

were responsible for managing the 

negative economic impacts beyond 

the number one task to protect human 

life. The fact that so many companies 

have applied for the scheme 

also demonstrates the successful 

cooperation between the economic 

sector and the government, he said.

He added that there was an ongoing 

economic philosophical debate which 

involved the opposition demanding 

increased benefits. He said this would 

result in indebtedness and make the 

country vulnerable to “speculators”. 

The government, however, has been 

following the principle since 2010 that 

instead of benefits, offering work is 

what helps people. Jobs can be created 

with investment, which has been the 

reason for the current scheme, he 

added. Szijjártó said everything would 

change in the global economy after the 

crisis, with a new competition starting, 

involving new players. Success will 

depend on what “starting position” 

economic players can take, he added.

KaRÁCSONy: BUDaPEST 
RESIDENTS DESERVE TO 
KNOW INFECTION FIGURES

Budapest residents who have 

demonstrated “respectable acceptance” 

of restriction measures so far deserve 

to know the city’s novel coronavirus 

infection figures “which the government 

has so far failed to make public”, 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said over the weekend. Karácsony 

said in a post on Facebook that the 

figures were much needed for the 

planned reopening of the city and also 

because of “an increasing number of 

contradictions that must be clarified”. 

He cited the fact that during its Saturday 

press conference the operative board 

that coordinates Hungary’s response 

to the epidemic did not reveal how 

many people were in hospital and how 

many on ventilators. The mayor said it 

would also be important to know why 

nearly four thousand data items had 

disappeared from the public health 

authority website and added that 

it would be important to know the 

number of hospital infections. 

He said screening data from private 

health-care institutions showed 0.3% 

positive test results which confirmed 

the suspicion that the epidemic was 

mostly spreading “in hospitals and 

from hospitals”. “If this is true then 

it was shockingly irresponsible by 

the municipal government office to 

prohibit the screening of patients 

released from hospitals,” he said.

The state secretary for international 

communication and relations said 

Karácsony had been “continually 

and desperately” trying to distract 

attention from the fact that the 

epidemic was spreading mostly in 

elderly care homes in Budapest. Zoltán 

Kovács said on his Facebook page that 

Karácsony had acted with a delay and 

failed to prepare elderly care homes 

for the epidemic despite having the 

powers and the responsibility for this. 

Kovács posted a diagram showing that 

of 93 coronavirus deaths from elderly 

care homes 64 were in Budapest.

ORBÁN THaNKS 
aMBULaNCE WORKERS 
FOR SERVICE

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán expressed 

his gratitude to ambulance workers 

for their service on the occasion of 

Ambulance Day, in a video posted 

on Facebook. The prime minister 

paid a visit to Budapest’s 8th district 

ambulance station.  Orbán said it 

was a “major accomplishment” for a 
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country with a population of 10 million 

to operate 30,000 hospital beds and 

8,000 ventilators while also having 

doctors, nurses and paramedics 

available everywhere. The prime 

minister added that all of Hungary 

was proud of ambulance workers for 

“putting themselves out there”.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
HUNGaRy EPIDEMIC 
RESPONSE LaW HaS ‘STOOD 
TEST OF RULE OF LaW’

Hungary’s law on the response 

measures to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic has “stood the test of the 

rule of law” and it has been proven 

that the freedom of the press is not 

under threat in the country, the 

justice minister said in an interview 

to the Saturday edition of daily 

Magyar Nemzet. Judit Varga said 

the reason behind her recent op-

ed for German conservative daily 

Die Welt was that she was aware of 

how Hungary was depicted in the 

press and readers needed balanced 

reporting so that they could decide 

the truth for themselves. The minister 

recommended everyone should 

be “brave” and “true to their own 

principles”. She said honesty had a 

“liberating” effect in western Europe, 

adding, at the same time, that “the 

presumption of guilt” was regularly 

applied to Hungary in the European 

Union. Varga said it was reasonable 

to question the legitimacy of an 

upcoming European parliamentary 

session on Hungary that had also 

been backed by European People’s 

Party MEPs. 

Meanwhile, she said the German 

constitutional court’s decision to overrule 

a ruling by the Court of Justice of the 

European Union (CJEU) would be seen 

as a landmark ruling. “Lawyers had long 

waited for the moment when it came 

time to decide who gets to have the 

final say when the authority of an EU 

and a national body are in conflict with 

one another,” the minister said. “Who has 

the right to decide who gets to decide on 

which matters? According to our stance 

based on the concept of strong nation-

states it is certainly the sovereign member 

state and the ultimate arbiter of these 

rights is the Constitutional Court,” she 

said. “The German constitutional court’s 

ruling strengthened the position that 

in this sense, the European Union is not 

equivalent to the united states of Europe.”

As regards Hungary’s law against the 

spreading of falsehoods in connection 

with the epidemic, Varga said the 

essence of the special legal order was 

that the interests of the community are 

placed before people’s goals of self-

fulfilment. She underlined the need 

for greater discipline, arguing that with 

mass communication tools, fake news 

was “just one click away” regardless of 

the consumer’s geographic location.

DK MayORS IN BUDaPEST 
TO INTRODUCE 
EXTRaORDINaRy 
JOBSEEKERS’ aLLOWaNCE

Mayors of the opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) in Budapest will 

introduce an extraordinary jobseekers’ 

allowance to help those that have 

lost their jobs during the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, Erzsébet Gy. 

Németh, deputy Budapest mayor 

and the party’s human affairs expert, 

said over the weekend. The Hungarian 

government is not offering any 

support to people who have lost 

their jobs because of the epidemic, 

unlike many European governments 

that pay 70-90% of lost salaries, she 

told an online press conference. DK 

mayors have already taken over several 

government tasks in the past, such as 

distributing masks and offering home 

care support, and this will be another 

such measure, she added.

Mayor of Budapest’s 15th district 

Angéla Németh Cserdi said various 

districts have been affected by the 

economic setback at different levels 

and their financial situations were also 

different. The allowance to be paid will 

range between 57,000 forints (EUR 160) 

and 120,000 forints depending on the 

financial capabilities of the districts, she 

added. Eleventh district mayor Imre 

László called on other mayors in the 

city to follow DK’s example and offer 

extraordinary support to people who 

have lost their jobs.

EUROPE Day MaRKED

“There has never been greater need for 

cooperation among European countries 

than today,” Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said on Saturday, marking Europe Day. 

Orbán spoke in a compilation video 

of European leaders sending Europe 
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Day greetings that he posted on his 

Facebook page. Speaking from the 

Buda Castle, the prime minister said: “If 

not now, when? There has never been 

greater need for cooperation among 

European countries than today. Good 

luck, Europe!”

Meanwhile, Olivér Várhelyi, 

the European commissioner for 

enlargement and neighbourhood 

policy, noted in a video message 

that Hungary has been a democracy 

for 30 years and a member of the 

European Union for 16. He said that 

although “this is history today, it has a 

fundamental impact on all of our lives”. 

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, 

this year’s Europe Day “underlines the 

extent to which we, Europeans rely on 

one another and the extent to which 

we must rely on one another”, the 

commissioner said. This crisis will not 

last forever, he said, adding that Europe 

and Hungary would recover from it. 

Várhelyi said the task at hand now 

was to work together to make sure 

that the recovery happens as quickly 

as possible with minimal losses, adding 

that the European Commission would 

be there to help every European.

The online Europe Day programmes 

organised by the European Commission 

Representation in Hungary and the 

European Parliament Information Office 

for Hungary also included messages 

from Attila Steiner, justice ministry state 

secretary for European affairs, EP vice-

presidents Lívia Járóka of Fidesz and 

Klára Dobrev of the Democratic Coalition 

as well as Gábor Zupkó, the head of the 

EC’s representation in Hungary.

LMP CaLLS FOR WaGE 
SUPPLEMENTS TO BE 
EXPaNDED TO CIVIL 
SECTOR

The opposition LMP is calling on 

the government to expand wage 

supplements offered because of the 

novel coronavirus epidemic to the civil 

sector, co-leader Erzsébet Schmuck 

said. Schmuck told an online press 

conference on Facebook that the state 

should not expect civil sector workers 

to offer their services for free. “Over the 

past thirty years, civil sector workers 

have shown that they can effectively 

and cheaply fulfil state tasks in social 

services, health care, education, sport, 

culture and environmental protection,” 

she said. Civil sector workers are 

helping out in health-care and elderly 

care services even during the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, she added. “But 

they, too, are in a difficult position and 

without external help many jobs can 

be expected to discontinue,” she said. 

Schmuck said the government should 

recognise that “there is no democracy 

without the civil sector and they are 

fulfilling tasks from little money which 

the cabinet is incapable of.”

MINISTER SIGNS VaCCINE 
PRODUCTION PaCT WITH 
UNIVERSITy OF DEBRECEN

Hungary’s goal is to become self-

sufficient in vaccine production, 

similarly to other areas, the human 

resources minister said, after signing 

a cooperation agreement on vaccine 

production with the University of 

Debrecen in Budapest. The current 

coronavirus pandemic has shown 

the importance of vaccination 

and has drawn attention to the 

importance of domestic production, 

Miklós Kásler told a press conference 

after the ceremony. The pandemic 

forced China to temporarily suspend 

the export of drug substances and 

medical equipment which put other 

countries into a difficult situation, he 

said. Debrecen University has been 

preparing for vaccine production 

for years and has started to build the 

infrastructure for that, the minister 

said. Hungary has a world-class 

vaccination protocol and a vaccination 

rate of 98%, Kásler said, noting that 

the government spends an annual 

10 billion forints (EUR 28.6m) on 

vaccinations.

Cecília Müller, the chief medical 

officer, told the same press conference 

that vaccination plays a key role in 

primary prevention. She called it 

important for Hungary to become 

independent from foreign markets 

by ensuring continuous supply of 

domestically produced vaccines.

MaTOLCSy: NBH STaNDS 
By 2020 GDP FORECaST

The National Bank of Hungary (NBH) is 

leaving its GDP growth projection of 

2-3% for this year unchanged, rather 

than projecting a contraction, György 

Matolcsy, the central bank’s governor, 

told public broadcaster Kossuth Radio 
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on Sunday. Economic forecasts being 

released across Europe reflect a 

variety of approaches, Matolcsy said. 

Two financial institutions, namely the 

Polish and Hungarian central banks, are 

even more optimistic in their forecasts 

than the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) and the Hungarian government, 

he added. These institutions are 

predicting a V-shaped economic 

recovery, the governor said.

He said that while the first quarter 

indicators “won’t be bad”, the second 

quarter “will generate some pretty 

awful figures”. However, the third and 

fourth quarters are expected to make 

up for the losses, Matolcsy said, adding 

that this was the central bank’s basis 

for putting this year’s growth rate at 

around 2-3%. The governor said the 

NBH’s forecast was backed up by 

the fact that “most of the Hungarian 

economy is working” and had also 

been working “during the low point 

that was April”. Matolcsy added, at the 

same time, that certain sectors of the 

economy like tourism, the hospitality 

industry, the cultural sector and the 

shipping industry were vulnerable or 

in crisis. He expressed hope that the Q1 

GDP figures would reflect the central 

bank’s optimistic outlook.

Matolcsy noted that the NBH had 

recently launched a new programme 

dubbed Funding for Growth Scheme 

Go! Financial institutions have already 

signed dozens of loan contracts, 

he said, adding that hopefully, tens 

of thousands of contracts would 

be signed with businesses. Most 

companies so far have applied for loans 

for salary payments, he said.

POLICE BUST GaNG 
aLLEGEDLy PIMPING 
HUNGaRIaN WOMEN  
IN GERMaNy

Police have busted a gang of seven 

people who had been allegedly 

pimping Hungarian women in a 

German brothel, police.hu said over 

the weekend. The Szabolcs-Szatmár-

Bereg county police have launched 

criminal proceedings against the 

men aged 22-38, including five 

residents from Nyíregyháza, one from 

Tiszavasvár and one from Székely, 

the statement said. The men were 

allegedly operating a brothel from 

2018 until May 2020 where Hungarian 

women from vulnerable circumstances 

worked as prostitutes. They allegedly 

organised the women’s travel to 

Germany, advertised their services 

and took away the majority of the 

women’s income, also occasionally 

assaulting them, the website added. 

Prior to Germany, the women had 

also been forced into prostitution 

in Switzerland, Austria and Belgium. 

After a year-long police investigation, 

the men were apprehended in an 

operation involving forty officers on 

May 7. A total of 5 million forints (EUR 

14,000) in cash, high-value cars and 

gold jewellery were seized from them 

at various locations.


