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Thirty-nine new cases were reported in the past 24 hours and ten people died, Cecília Müller said, adding that out of the 

3,150 confirmed cases so far 1,966 were active, half of them being treated in hospital. There has also been a marked increase 

in the number of patients recovering from the infection, totalling 801, she said. Müller said the figures gave “reason for 

hope”, adding that “it seems that the number of those falling ill or contracting the virus has started to decrease”.

All ten fatalities were people who had underlying illnesses. So far 383 people have died, koronavirus.gov.hu said. Fully 801 

patients have recovered. Currently 968 coronavirus patients are hospitalised, 50 of whom are on ventilators. Fully 10,956 

people are under official home quarantine. The number of tests carried out stands at 94,036.

The aim now is to resume normal life gradually and according to a strict schedule, but full restrictions still apply in the most 

heavily infected areas, Budapest and Pest County, the website said. 

The number of confirmed Covid-19 cases in Hungary has been significantly decreasing 
for several days now, according to the chief medical officer.

CASE NUMBERS FALL ‘SIGNIFICANTLY’

Stats office releases April consumer 
prices, March trade figures

Coronavirus updates
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Military commander of care home with the institution’s director in Nagylózs, 
NW Hungary
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GULYÁS CALLS ON 
BUDAPEST MAYOR  
TO ‘CLARIFY POSITION’ 

The government expects Budapest 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony to “make 

clear his position on restarting life” 

in the capital, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, Gergely Gulyás, said 

at a regular government online press 

briefing. Referring to a recent letter by 

the mayor, Gulyás said Karácsony was 

softening his position and appeared 

to be “ready to negotiate ways to 

restart life in Budapest together with 

the relevant deadlines”. Gulyás said 

the coronavirus epidemic was easing 

in Hungary but the greater Budapest 

area was worse affected than the 

rest of the country, with 1,240 active 

cases reported from the capital and 

726 elsewhere. So far 301 people have 

died of Covid-19 in Budapest and Pest 

County as opposed to 82 elsewhere. 

He warned that preventive measures 

must not be abandoned to ensure 

that case numbers do not rise again. 

He noted that Budapest’s borders have 

not been sealed and he cautioned 

people leaving the capital to observe 

coronavirus-related regulations outside 

the capital, too.

Responding to Gulyás’s press 

briefing, Gergely Karácsony, the 

city’s mayor, said the central 

government was blaming the 

municipal leadership for policies 

when it was the government itself 

that wielded unlimited emergency 

powers. “Apparently, I’m to be 

blamed for everything,” Karácsony 

said on Facebook. He noted that he 

had written to Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán asking him not to spread 

allegations that the municipality had 

tightened restrictive measures against 

the people of Budapest. Karácsony 

cited communication over whether 

Budapest residents could travel 

outside the city, saying residents had 

always been free to do so. 

Meanwhile, Gulyás at his presser said 

applications are ongoing for subsidies 

under the government’s economic 

protection plan, he noted, adding 

that so far a total of 3,000 companies 

have committed to preserving 44,000 

jobs. The EU has made it possible for 

the governments of member states 

to provide investment support 

worth a maximum of 800,000 euros 

to a business with the proviso that it 

contributes at least an equivalent of 

that sum, he said. The 50 billion forints 

(EUR 143m) Hungary has set aside for 

funding as part of that scheme has 

been tapped by now, Gulyás said, 

adding that the government plans to 

expand that budget. The number of 

people included in the government’s 

fostered jobs scheme will be raised 

and training provided. Also the state 

will fund various options for adult 

education and professional retooling. 

Meanwhile, the defence ministry will 

increase the number of contract 

soldiers, he said.

The jobless are entitled to three 

months of unemployment benefit, 

he noted, adding that the government 

trusted that “nobody will be without 

a job for longer than that”. Further, 

people struggling with their rents of 

state or municipal housing will not 

have contracts terminated before 

the state of emergency is called off, 

he said. “We don’t want anyone to be 

left without a home.”  Gulyás thanked 

teachers, students and parents for their 

efforts in managing school graduation 

exams which started on Monday 

smoothly. He said those who whipped 

up fears regarding holding the exams 

had been proven wrong.

Gulyás said that a schedule to put 

hospital beds reserved for coronavirus 

patients back into normal service 

has been outlined in a government 

decree. The priority right now is to 

restore basic services and outpatient 

clinics, a process started earlier 

this week, he said. The ministry of 

human resources will keep the public 

informed about services available, he 

said, adding that the aim is to return 

to normality as soon as possible. He 

said almost 100,000 coronavirus tests 

have been conducted in Hungary 

and the highest daily number was 

recorded on Wednesday. He added 

that testing using representative 

samples coordinated by Semmelweis 

University was “unique in Europe” 

and the detailed results would be 

published next week. Answering 

the question about the future of the 

ventilators purchased in preparation 

to treat masses of Covid-19 patients, 

Gulyás said it was just as well they had 

been procured as a second wave of 

the epidemic was expected “in autumn 

the latest”. With ventilators at hand a 
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“situation similar to Italy and New York” 

could be avoided, he said. 

The minister said that the Hungarian 

government had so far spent some 600 

billion forints (EUR 1.7bn) on efforts 

against the spread of coronavirus. 

He insisted that “the EU has not 

contributed a single extra cent”. 

Concerning the summer holidays, 

Gulyás said he hoped that borders 

would open in July or August, 

adding, however, that “this cannot be 

promised”.

Asked if Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

has received an apology in reaction 

to a recent letter he sent to European 

leaders, Gulyás said that the letter 

had been addressed to members 

of the European People’s Party, and 

called on EPP chief Donald Tusk to 

apologise for “slanderous accusations, 

which were refuted by the European 

Commission”. The commission has 

“made it clear that concerns around 

Hungary’s coronavirus law lacked a 

basis and that the legislation is in line 

with European law.”

Regarding delays in car-making 

giant BMW’s investment in Debrecen, 

eastern Hungary, Gulyás said Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó is scheduled 

to hold talks with the company’s 

leadership next week. The investment 

will go ahead and operations will start 

in 2023 the earliest, he added.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said all travellers 

currently returning home from 

abroad by air must undergo a two-

week quarantine. He confirmed that 

the government was not planning 

to maintain the state of emergency 

any longer than justified. The special 

legal order which involves restricting 

some basic rights is necessary because 

it is the only way to introduce such 

measures as curfew restrictions which 

go against the constitutional right to 

free movement.

Gulyás also said that the current 

drawing away of resources from 

the Paks nuclear power station 

development project would not 

result in delays to the project’s 

implementation.

Commenting on a Freedom House 

report saying that Hungary was not 

a democracy but a hybrid regime, he 

said the organisation was starting to 

shift from being an NGO to a “party 

political agent”. Freedom House owes 

its existence to the liberal leadership 

and the support of US financier 

George Soros, so the organisation 

is not a judge of but a participant in 

Hungarian political debates on the 

side of the opposition, he said, adding 

that “Brussels intrigue” was harming 

Hungary’s position but not to an 

extent that Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

would not be able to counterbalance 

in the European Council. It would be 

desirable if efforts were focused on 

Hungary receiving as much funding 

as possible, he added.

OPPOSITION TURNS  
TO TOP COURT FOR TAX 
WITHDRAWN  
FROM MUNICIPALITIES

The opposition parties in 

parliament have asked the top 

court for a constitutional review 

of a government decision to 

deprive municipalities of vehicle 

tax revenues. The Constitutional 

Court should create a precedent 

and demonstrate that not even 

during a state of emergency is the 

government allowed to do what 

it wants, Jobbik, the Socialists, the 

Democratic Coalition, LMP, Párbeszéd 

and independent lawmakers 

Bernadett Szél and Ákos Hadházy 

said in a joint statement. The 

government has deprived localities 

of a part of vehicle registration tax 

revenues, parking revenues and in 

certain localities even local business 

taxes from the municipalities to 

cover the costs of response to the 

novel coronavirus epidemic. These 

government decisions, however, 

pose a risk to local services that must 

be carried out by the municipalities 

at a time when their tasks had 

been significantly expanded, the 

opposition parties said. Looking 

after patients in home quarantine 

has been made a municipal 

responsibility, they noted, adding 

that in certain localities even the 

central government’s tasks are 

carried out by the local authorities.

JOBBIK CALLS FOR TAXES 
ON BENEFICIARIES  
OF GOVT POLICIES 

The government should withdraw 

its support from beneficiaries of 

its policies and levy taxes on those 

businesses instead, György Szilágyi, 
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deputy leader of opposition Jobbik, 

told an online press conference. 

Szilágyi insisted that “friends and 

families” in government circles had 

“amassed tremendous wealth” since 

2010. He added the assets of Lőrinc 

Mészáros, a businessman linked to 

the ruling Fidesz party, had grown 53-

fold since the party assumed power. 

Szilágyi accused the government of 

“abandoning the people” and said 

oligarchs were “taking advantage of 

the coronavirus crisis” and “profiteering 

unscrupulously”. He also accused the 

government of sending “chronically ill 

hospital patients home to die” while 

leaving “tens of thousands to lose their 

jobs without financial support”.

OFFICIAL: PRISONERS  
NOT IN DANGER

Claims that inmates in Hungarian 

prisons are exposed to higher risk 

of coronavirus infection than other 

members of society are unfounded, 

the justice ministry’s state secretary 

said on Thursday. Pál Völner was 

asked to respond to a letter the 

Hungarian Helsinki Committee had 

sent to the ombudsman in early 

April, asking him to urge prisons to 

ease overcrowding in light of the 

outbreak of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic. All preventative measures 

including overall disinfection have 

been taken in all of the country’s law 

enforcement facilities, Völner told 

public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió’s 

morning programme. The actual 

number of inmates is defined by 

criminal procedures, investigations 

and independent courts, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ANOTHER 
120 HUNGARIANS BEING 
RESCUED 

A plane was scheduled to land 

in Budapest on Thursday with 

120 Hungarians aboard returning 

mostly from North America, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó told MTI. 

So far the government has helped 

9,529 Hungarian nationals return 

from 116 countries across the world, 

in the “greatest rescue operation 

in Hungary’s history” launched 

three months ago, Szijjártó said. 

Arrangements are being made to 

repatriate a further 624 Hungarians, 

he added. Thursday’s plane  is the 

third such flight bringing people back 

from the US and Canada, this time 

from New York, Miami and Toronto, 

stopping also in Reykjavík to pick up 

further passengers, Szijjártó said. The 

flight also carried 21 Slovaks, 4 Czechs, 

4 Slovenians and 2 Austrian citizens, 

rescued as part of central European 

cooperation, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY-
AUSTRALIA ECONOMIC 
TIES CLOSER THAN EVER

Economic ties between Hungary and 

Australia are closer than ever, with 

bilateral trade reaching a record-high 

100 million dollars in the first two 

months of the year, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said.

Hungary firmly supports that a 

free trade agreement between the 

European Union and Australia be 

signed with no delay, Szijjártó said after 

a video conference with Australian 

counterpart Marise Payne. “We expect 

Brussels not to slow down free trade 

negotiations during the pandemic 

either,” he added.

Szijjártó noted that under a 

recent contract Hungarian oil and 

gas company Mol will store 50 

kilotonnes of Australian strategic 

natural oil reserves outside Australia. 

Talks are underway on increasing 

this volume, he added. “This clearly 

demonstrates that international 

economic cooperation is worth 

developing even during the 

pandemic,” he said.

Despite the geographical distance 

between Hungary and Australia, 

the two countries are facing similar 

challenges, he said. The Australian 

government has also taken strict 

measures to flatten the curve of the 

novel coronavirus, and enabled its 

health services to cope with the 

pandemic. At present it is “cautiously 

easing the restrictions while strictly 

assessing the consequences”, he 

added.

Szijjártó said they agreed that 

nothing would be the same after 

the pandemic is over and that the 

consequences should be drawn. “It 

must not be allowed in the upcoming 

period that an entire continent remains 

dependent on others in terms of 

production capacities for protective 

equipment,” he said.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ IN TALKS WITH 
KYRGYZ COUNTERPART

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó on 

Thursday held talks with his Kyrgyz 

counterpart, Chingiz Aidarbekov, 

pledging Hungary’s commitment to 

opening to the East, a policy which 

he said benefitted Hungary’s people 

and economy. The talks focused on 

the visit of Kyrgyz President Sooronbay 

Jeenbekov to Hungary, scheduled for 

April 23 but postponed to August-

September. Szijjártó said Central Asia 

is one of the world’s fastest developing 

regions. 

Hungary has always been a 

champion of cooperation between 

central Europe and central Asia, 

a possible precursor of the 

cooperation between the European 

Union and the Eurasian Economic 

Union (EAEU), he told an online press 

conference.  Szijjártó said Hungary 

would be the first EU country to sign 

a strategic cooperation agreement 

with Kyrgyzstan. Hungarian 

companies in Kyrgyzstan are active in 

water management, food processing, 

agriculture and information 

technology, he added. The ministers 

have agreed to set up a 50 million 

dollar Hungarian-Kyrgyz investment 

fund to help Hungarian companies in 

the country, Szijjártó said. Hungary 

also offers 150 state-funded grants 

for Kyrgyz university students, 

Szijjártó said. Talks are under way 

on an EU-Kyrgyz partnership and 

cooperation agreement, Szijjártó 

said, calling on Brussels to speed up 

the procedure. 

The coronavirus pandemic poses 

greater challenges to developing 

countries such as Kyrgyzstan than 

to stable ones like Hungary, Szijjártó 

said. Hungary therefore supports the 

OECD in suspending Kyrgyzstan’s loan 

repayments, he added.

SZEKLER COUNCIL 
COLLECTS 1 MILLION 
SIGNATURES  
FOR ETHNO-REGIONS 

Romania’s Szekler National Council 

has managed to collect one million 

signatures by Wednesday night 

to support their petition aimed at 

ensuring European Union protection 

for ethnic regions across the 

community, the initiative’s campaign 

chief told public broadcaster M1. 

László Pesty said, however, that 

further signatures were needed from 

four other countries to meet criteria 

under which the European Parliament 

puts the petition on its agenda. Pesty 

also said that the drive would go 

on in Hungary, too, until the official 

deadline at midnight on Thursday 

because “many people may have 

made mistakes when signing or signed 

twice” and those signatures would not 

count. 

The initiative, launched on May 

7 last year, aims to ensure that the 

EU takes into consideration ethnic 

characteristics of regions when 

distributing cohesion funds. The EP will 

discuss and vote on the matter if the 

proponents collect at least one million 

signatures, and in one fourth of the 

community -- in seven countries each 

-- the number of collected signatures 

is at least 750 times the number of that 

country’s delegates to the EP.

GOVT DECREES SUPPORT 
PREPARATIONS FOR NEW 
TRANSPORT MUSEUM

Government decrees have paved 

the way for the continuation of 

preparations to build the new 

Hungarian Museum of Science, 

Technology and Transport. 

Construction of the museum at a 

new site in the capital is a “matter 

of significant importance for the 

national economy”, according to the 

decree that streamlines the process 

of acquiring permits for the project 

while earmarking 5.7 billion forints 

for preparations. The museum 

noted that American architects Diller 

Scofidio + Renfro are designing the 

museum with its Hungarian partner 

M-Teampannon. The new museum 

will be constructed on the site of an 

old railway maintenance depot in the 

10th District. Earlier, the museum’s 

home was in the City Park.

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT 
DROPS BY 5.6% IN MARCH 
ON COVID-19 SHUTDOWNS

Output of Hungary’s industrial sector 

fell by an annual 5.6% in March as 

many factories shut down to contain 

the spread of the coronavirus, data 
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released by the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) show. KSH said the decline in the 

automotive sector was “significant”, 

while output of the computer, 

electronics and optical equipment 

segment “rose a little” and the pace of 

growth in the food, drink and tobacco 

segment accelerated. Adjusted for the 

number of work days, output fell by 

10.0%.

In a month-on-month comparison, 

output dropped by 10.4%, adjusted 

for work days and seasonal effects. 

In January-March, industrial output 

edged up 0.1% year-on-year.

LOCKDOWN CAUSES 
GUEST NIGHTS  
TO PLUNGE IN MARCH

Guest nights at commercial 

accommodations in Hungary dropped 

by 64.6% year-on-year to 697,000 

in March because of a lockdown to 

contain the spread of the coronavirus, 

data released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) show. The number of 

guest nights spent by foreign visitors 

declined by 68.1% to 316,000. The 

number spent by domestic travellers 

fell by 61.0% to 381,000.

Hungary closed its borders 

to foreign travellers, with some 

exceptions, from March 17. Revenue of 

commercial accommodations slipped 

59.7% to 14 billion forints (EUR 40m) 

during the period.

In January-March, guest nights 

dropped by 18.7% to 4,149,000 as 

the number of guest nights spent by 

foreigners fell by 17.7% to 2,120,000 and 

the number of guest nights spent by 

domestic tourists was down 19.7% 

at 2,029,000. Revenue of commercial 

accommodations fell by 11.4% to 82 

billion forints.

LOCKDOWN SPURS 
ONLINE SHOPPER 
GROWTH

Around 50,000 Hungarians became 

active online shoppers between 

the middle of March and the end of 

April, when lockdown measures were 

introduced to contain the spread of 

the coronavirus, economic research 

company GKI Digital said. The 

additions brought the total number 

of active online shoppers to 3,350,000, 

GKI said, adding that the scale of 

growth would have required a period 

of eight months last year. Increased 

online shopping has brought express 

delivery companies’ package volume 

close to levels usually only seen 

around the holidays. Online retailers’ 

first-quarter gross sales climbed by 

21.4% to 149.6 billion forints (EUR 

424m) from the same period a year 

earlier. Orders were up 15.9% at 

9,900,000. GKI forecasts an increase 

of as much as 35% for online sales in 

the second quarter.

THREE HUNGARIAN 
PROJECTS WIN EU 
CULTURAL HERITAGE 
PRIZE

Three Hungarian projects have 

won Europa Nostra awards, the 

European Union’s cultural heritage 

prize. The reconstruction of the 

Budapest Museum of Fine Arts 

was “an excellent recuperation of 

the splendour of an early 20th-

century museum”, the jury said. The 

reconstruction has restored areas 

destroyed in the second world 

war, and corrected “inappropriate 

changes” undertaken in the 

decades since, they said. Another 

prize-winning project, “The secret 

life of a palace”, presents a little 

known period of the Royal Palace 

in Gödöllő, near Budapest. Between 

1950 and 1990, the now-beloved 

tourist attraction functioned partly 

as a nursing home and as barracks of 

the Soviet army. The project worked 

with 12-18 year-old students, and 

“much communication was made 

with the original stakeholders of 

this history,” the jury said.  The Uccu 

Roma foundation offers educational 

modules in the cities of Budapest, 

Pécs, Miskolc and Ózd, “related to 

cross-cultural sensitivity and the 

intangible cultural heritage and 

history of Roma”.


