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Modifications made to the amount of funding available for the GINOP economic and innovation programme will leave 

more money for the government’s wage support scheme, supporting business investments and capacity expansions as 

well as preferential business loans, Mihály Varga told MTI. The government on Wednesday approved a 310 billion forint 

non-refundable grant scheme and a 110 billion forint zero-interest loan scheme for the economy protection action plan, 

the minister said.

Varga said the GINOP will provide coverage for measures such as the government’s takeover of 70% of wage costs of 

businesses affected by the epidemic. The government will invite bids to disburse 74 billion forints in support of boosting 

the productivity and technological rejuvenation of businesses, he said. A 7 billion forint digital skill development scheme 

is also set to be launched, Varga said.

The minister noted that the government’s room for manoeuvre had been increased by changes in the exchange rate of 

the forint rather than extra funding from the European Union.

Hungary’s government has earmarked over 420 billion forints (EUR 1.2bn) in development 
funding for its economy protection scheme aimed at offsetting the economic fallout of 
the novel coronavirus epidemic, the finance minister said.
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FURTHER 10 CORONaVIRUS 
PaTIENTS DIE, 3,111 
REGISTERED CaSES  
IN HUNGaRy

A further 10 people, all of whom had 

underlying illnesses, have died in 

Hungary, bringing the total number of 

fatalities to 373, while the number of 

registered coronavirus infections has 

increased by 46 to 3,111, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Wednesday morning. 

Fully 759 patients have recovered. 

Currently 964 coronavirus patients 

are hospitalised, 50 of whom are on 

ventilators. Fully 10,628 people are under 

official home quarantine. The number of 

tests carried out stands at 86,743.

The website noted that the aim now 

is to resume normal life gradually and 

according to a strict schedule, so full 

restrictions still apply in the most 

heavily infected areas, Budapest and 

Pest County. Elsewhere, physical 

distancing and a variety of other rules 

still apply. Budapest tops the list of 

registered infections (1,528 people), 

followed by Pest County (410), Fejér 

County (310) and Komárom-Esztergom 

County (148). Vas County has the 

fewest (14) infections in Hungary.

CHIEF MEDICaL OFFICER: 
NUMBER OF aCTIVE 
INFECTIONS FaLLING  
FOR SECOND Day

The number of patients with active 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

has been declining for the second 

consecutive day, Cecília Müller, the 

chief medical officer, said. Speaking 

at the regular press conference of 

the operative board coordinating the 

epidemic response, Müller noted that 

altogether 3,111 people have been 

diagnosed with Covid-19 since the 

emergence of the virus. The current 

number of registered patients is 

1,979, she said. So far, 373 people have 

died and 759 have recovered. Müller 

noted that outpatient clinics are only 

receiving patients on appointment.

GPs will consult patients over 

the phone, Müller said. Personal 

inspections will take place only 

when it’s unavoidable, and after a 

“coronavirus status assessment”. 

Should the suspicion of an infection 

arise, the patient will be isolated from 

other patients, she said. Scheduled 

procedures in hospitals will only be 

performed if the patient has a negative 

test, she added.

Regarding testing in retirement 

homes, Müller said the authorities have 

registered coronavirus cases in 31 care 

homes so far. The Pesti Road home has 

registered 296 patients, of which 40 

are deceased and 41 have recovered, 

she said. Another 40 infections have 

been registered in a retirement home 

in south Buda, she said.

Róbert Kiss, a member of the 

operative board, said that maintaining 

restrictions of movement and opening 

times in Budapest and Pest County is 

still justified. Nine of the ten deceased 

on Tuesday died in this region, he said. 

Further steps regarding the epidemic 

are expected to be announced at the 

government’s regular press briefing on 

Thursday, he said.

Currently, the authorities are 

monitoring 10,628 home quarantines, 

and have taken steps against 1,522 

cases of violations of quarantine rules 

since the measure was introduced on 

March 12, Kiss said. The authorities are 

currently investigating 325 cases of 

epidemic-related crimes, including the 

spreading of fake news, endangering 

the public, fraud and violating 

epidemic regulations, Kiss said.

PM ORBÁN HaS TaLKS 
WITH US PRESIDENT TRUMP 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán had talks 

with US President Donald Trump on 

Wednesday afternoon, the PM’s press 

chief reported. The talks focused on 

the significance of border control, 

coronavirus prevention, as well as 

tackling the impacts of the epidemic, 

Bertalan Havasi told MTI. Orbán and 

Trump welcomed that political and 

economic ties between the two 

countries continue to be excellent, 

he said. 

According to information released 

by the White House, the two leaders 

agreed that amid the epidemic 

both peoples are longing for a safe 

re-opening of their communities 

and return to work.  The talks also 

touched upon the security of 

telecommunications, as well as a 

necessity for diversifying supply 

chains and protecting the critical 

infrastructure, the White House 

added.
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DEUTSCH: EP ‘aBOUT TO 
DISCREDIT ITSELF’ WITH 
DEBaTE ON HUNGaRIaN LaW

European Parliament is about to 

discredit itself by holding a debate 

next week on Hungary’s coronavirus 

law, Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch said, 

insisting that the debate would be 

about something that has already 

been factually refuted. Věra Jourová, 

the EC vice president for values 

and transparency, has said that 

the Commission had assessed the 

Hungarian legislation on the state 

of emergency and found nothing 

objectionable from the point of view 

of EU law, he noted. Her statement has 

made the EC’s position clear “once and 

for all”, Deutsch said. At the proposal 

of the Greens, the EP has nevertheless 

decided to hold another debate on 

“the dire state of constitutionality in 

Hungary”, he said.

PaNDEMIC SLOWS RETaIL 
SaLES GROWTH TO 4.4%  
IN MaRCH

Retail sales in Hungary grew by 4.4% 

in March from the same month a year 

earlier, slowing from a 10.9% increase 

in February as consumers filled their 

pantries but spent less on other 

purchases, data released by the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) show. Retail sales 

rose by 3.5%, adjusted for calendar-year 

effects. Adjusted food sales were up 

12.7% and non-food sales edged up 0.5%. 

Vehicle fuel sales dropped by 16.7%.

The Ministry of Innovation and 

Technology (ITM), commenting on the 

data, said the economic fallout of the 

epidemic and emergency measures 

showed up across the board in various 

ways, both positive and negative. 

Whereas total retail sales exceeded 

1,000 billion forints (EUR 2.8bn) in the 

previous month, April is expected to 

decline drastically, the ministry said in 

a statement. Normally, turnover is more 

evenly distributed among the sub-

sectors, the ministry noted. In March, 

however, around half was produced 

by food-related businesses while non-

food retail accounted for just over a 

third. Consumers tended to opt for daily 

consumer goods, it noted. Pharmacies 

saw turnover rise by 38%, general food 

shops by 15%, while textiles, clothing 

and footwear declined by 51%. Trade 

in books, computers and other 

manufactured goods also took a big 

hit. Parcel and internet retail did roaring 

business, however, the ministry noted. 

Total retail trade turnover in March came 

to 1,045 billion forints at current prices.

Péter Cseresnyés, state secretary for 

trade policy and consumer protection, 

said that hopefully the recovery from 

the crisis would start in May with the 

gradual easing of emergency measures 

and the realisation of deferred 

purchases lifting turnover.

EC SEES HUNGaRy 
ECONOMy CONTRaCTING 
7% IN 2020

The European Commission forecasts a 

7% slump in Hungary’s economy this 

year followed by a 6% rebound in 2021.

The novel coronavirus pandemic hit 

Hungary after years of above-average 

growth, the EC’s spring report released 

on Wednesday notes. Although the 

virus has spread only to a limited 

extent in Hungary, this year’s economic 

performance would depend on 

domestic economic policy decisions, 

the EC said.

The pandemic hit hardest the 

tourism and transport sectors, which 

make up half of the services sector 

in the country. The international 

recession may badly impact the 

Hungarian processing industry, 

despite relatively mild restrictions in 

the industrial sector, it added.

Investments are expected to fall 

by 18.7% before rebounding by 8.9% 

in 2021. Inflation is set to decline to 

3.0% from last year’s rate of 3.4%. 

The budget deficit is seen jumping 

to 5.2% of GDP from 2.0% last year 

due to a fall in tax revenues. The EC 

put the deficit at 4.0% for 2021. The 

public debt-to-GDP ratio is expected 

to rise to 75.0% before declining to 

73.5% next year.

Hungary’s government projects a 

GDP fall of 3% this year. But it is also 

prepared for a sharper drop if the 

pandemic drags on into the third or 

fourth quarters.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGaRy TO 
JOIN TURKIC COUNCIL 
INVESTMENT FUND

Hungary will join an investment fund 

to be set up by countries of the Turkic 
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Council, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said after attending a teleconference 

of the council’s economy ministers. In 

a Facebook entry, Szijjártó said that 

the fund would be instrumental in 

making investments primarily in food 

production, farming and infrastructure 

both in Hungary and Turkic Council 

countries. He added that Turkey would 

also join the fund.

Szijjártó said that Wednesday’s 

conference was given a special 

significance by the economic aspects 

of the coronavirus pandemic. He 

warned of restructuring trends in 

the global economy, including a 

strengthening of economies in the 

East. While in 2007, 81% of global 

investments had been financed from 

Western funds, the share of Eastern 

capital had increased to 58% by last 

year, he argued.

In the conference, Szijjártó thanked 

Turkic countries for their contribution 

to Hungary’s efforts against the spread 

of coronavirus, and made special 

mention of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan 

and Azerbaijan for their face mask 

supplies.

Concerning ties with the Turkic 

countries, Szijjártó said that Hungary 

had doubled the turnover of trade 

with them in the past 10 years. He 

also added that Hungary’s Eximbank 

has offered a total 707 million dollars 

in loans aimed at assisting Hungarian 

companies with initiatives in Turkic 

countries.

Participants in the conference 

agreed that coronavirus-related 

restrictions should not slow down 

international trade, the free and 

fast movement of goods being in 

everybody’s interest, Szijjártó said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: MILLIONS OF 
HEaLTH aCCESSORIES 
aRRIVE FROM CHINa  
IN TWO DayS

Over the past two days, 595 ventilators, 

4.2 million face masks and 2.9 million 

pairs of surgical gloves arrived in 

Hungary from China, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said. Concurrently 

with news reports about the easing 

of novel coronavirus restrictions in 

Western Europe, there have been rising 

concerns about the intensification of 

human contacts likely speeding up the 

spread of the virus again, Szijjártó said 

ahead of a cabinet meeting. There is a 

legitimate worry here, he said, adding 

that this in turn could boost pressure 

on health-care systems. “As a result, it is 

an ongoing task and obligation to keep 

the Hungarian health system prepared 

by continually making available 

the tools required for successful 

protection,” he said. The millions of 

accessories received on Tuesday and 

Wednesday will be used in Hungary’s 

health-care system, he added.

SOCIaLISTS CaLL ON 
HUMaN RESOURCES 
MINISTER TO QUIT

The opposition Socialists have 

repeated their call on Human 

Resources Minister Miklós Kásler to 

resign, saying he was unqualified for 

the job. The education, health-care 

and social sectors are all facing crisis 

situations “as the minister exchanges 

letters with hospitals instead of 

drafting decrees or initiating legislative 

amendments”, Lajos Korózs, the 

Socialist head of parliament’s welfare 

committee, said. “The situation in the 

health-care sector is even more chaotic 

since the resumption of services on 

Monday than it was a week ago,” 

Korózs said.

Patients and professional 

organisations have both criticised the 

state of the health-care system “but it’s 

clear that their complaints are being 

ignored”, he said. Korózs also said the 

ministry had yet to clarify how many 

of the recently vacated hospital beds 

would be returned to the relevant 

hospital departments once the 

epidemic subsides.

aGRICULTURE MINISTER 
aSKS EC REVIEW OF 
POULTRy IMPORT RULES

Minister of Agriculture István Nagy has 

asked the European Commissioner 

for Trade Phil Hogan for an urgent EC 

review of poultry import conditions 

from third countries in order to 

minimise the negative impact of the 

novel coronavirus epidemic in the 

sector.

Nagy said in his letter that temporary 

restrictions adopted in tourism, 

catering and the hospitality industry 

(HORECA) have required the rapid 

reorganisation of agricultural sales 

from the services industry to retail, 
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the ministry said in a statement. 

Demand for high added-value and 

seasonal products has shifted towards 

non-perishable foodstuffs which 

has resulted in a temporary loss of 

consumption in one of the largest 

markets of agriculture, the HORECA 

sector, it added.

Parallel to the fall in demand in 

European markets, significant imports 

have arrived in the EU from third 

countries, resulting in accumulated 

stocks and excess supply in certain 

areas, the ministry said citing Nagy. 

The excess supply has had a negative 

effect, especially on the poultry 

product chain, and its consequences 

have already reached producers, he 

added. 

HUNGaRIaN SCIENTIST 
DEVELOPS MEDICaTION 
aGaINST CyTOKINE 
STORM

A US-based Hungarian immunologist 

has developed a medication he says 

could prevent the cytokine storm, an 

overreaction of the immune system. 

This kind of immune response can 

be triggered in Covid-19 patients. In 

an interview published in the daily 

Magyar Nemzet, Lajos Baranyi said 

the cytokine storm caused severe and 

possibly lethal pneumonia due to an 

overproduction of peptides with toxic 

breakdown products.

The recently developed therapy 

involves a complex drug currently in 

the process of being patented which 

would be administered intravenously 

or injected, Baranyi said. The therapy 

is yet to undergo clinical trials, which, 

he added, may take place in Hungary. 

Also, the drug’s eventual production 

may also be located in the country, he 

added. The drug would be “extremely 

cost effective and easy to produce”, 

Baranyi said. Ferenc Jakab, the head 

Hungary’s coronavirus working 

group, has agreed to contact a “large 

European nonprofit” to fund the trials, 

he said.

BMW POSTPONES 
OPENING OF HUNGaRy 
PLaNT By a yEaR

German car maker BMW will postpone 

the opening of its plant in Debrecen, 

in eastern Hungary, by a year because 

of the impact of the coronavirus 

pandemic, chairman Oliver Zipse said 

on a conference call after the release 

of the company’s first-quarter earnings 

report. “In the current situation, we are 

carefully reviewing all our projects as 

a matter of principle ... As an example 

of this: since expected demand is 

always a relevant factor for us, we have 

decided to postpone the opening of 

the plant in Hungary by a year,” Zipse 

said.

Construction of the 1 billion euro 

plant in Debrecen was slated to start in 

the spring. The plant will employ about 

1,000 people and have a capacity to 

turn out around 150,000 vehicles a year.

Commenting on BMW’s decision, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

BMW remains committed to the plant 

in Debrecen. “We had talks with the 

company’s executives today, too, and 

they assured us that they naturally 

remain committed to the construction 

of the plant in Debrecen,” he said in 

a Facebook entry. “Next Friday, I will 

meet personally with the plant’s 

incoming managers and the people in 

charge of the project who are coming 

to Debrecen,” he added. Szijjártó noted 

that construction work at the site of the 

plant is ongoing.


