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The prime minister noted, however, that the virus had not yet been eliminated in Hungary. “We’ve just prepared to ward 

off the next attack,” he said, citing expert opinion that a second wave was expected around October-November.

Orbán said rules for protecting the elderly must be upheld in the next phase of restrictions, and special rules would be 

needed for Budapest and Pest County. Restrictions will be maintained in the heart of the country, but rules will be eased 

elsewhere, he said.

He added that if the death rate in Budapest fell, the government would not hesitate to allow residents of the capital to 

resume a normal life. The easing of restrictions will take place gradually and according to a strict timetable, he said, noting 

that the government is closely following experiences in Austria and the Czech Republic as guidance.

Orbán insisted that new powers handed to the government by parliament did not give it special rights but allowed the 

cabinet to act swiftly. He said decisions would be made every two weeks during which the effect of changes could be 

assessed. 

The “first battle” against the novel coronavirus has been won in Hungary, the virus had 
been contained, and the health-care system had successfully prepared itself to handle 
the crisis, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in an interview on Friday.
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ORBÁN: FINANCIAL 
SPECULATORS 
BENEFICIARIES  
OF CRISIS FINANCING

Addressing international criticism 

of the government in relation to 

its enhanced powers during the 

state of emergency, Orbán said 

he had been certain that once it 

became clear that the outbreak of 

the virus could not be contained, 

“proposals from financial 

speculators” for crisis financing 

would be forthcoming, and the 

very beneficiaries would be the 

financial investors themselves. “I 

would have been highly surprised 

had one of the most talented sons 

of our country, George Soros, not 

appeared among these investors,” 

he said. He said first of all a “Soros 

plan” on migration had been 

published, and his “second plan” 

had been hatched in connection 

with the epidemic, promising huge 

profits for financial investors with 

minimal risk. Accordingly, Hungary, 

he said, would be attacked and 

accused of employing dictatorial 

methods as a way to neutralise 

Hungary’s objections to the 

speculators’ plan.  But a close 

reading of Hungary’s law by a top 

European Union of ficial found 

nothing objectionable from 

the point of view of EU law and 

traditions, he said, adding that 

apologies to Hungary should have 

been streaming in but weren’t.

FURTHER 5 CORONAVIRUS 
PATIENTS DIE, 2,998 
REGISTERED AS INFECTED

A further five people, all of whom 

had underlying illnesses, have 

died in Hungary, bringing the 

total number of deaths to 340, 

while the number of registered 

novel coronavirus infections 

has increased by 56 to 2,998, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday 

morning. Fully 629 people treated 

for the virus in hospital have 

recovered, while a total of 1,005 

patients are still hospitalised, 

51 of whom are on ventilators. 

Currently 10,786 people are under 

official home quarantine, while 

the number of tests carried out 

stands at 82,010. The virus is still 

being spread in the community 

through personal contact, though 

the authorities are preparing for 

mass infections. The most cases 

are in Budapest (1,473 people), 

followed by Pest County (400) and 

Fejér county (300). Vas County (14) 

has the lowest number of infections 

in Hungary.

OPERATIVE BOARD: NEW 
PHASE OF PROTECTIVE 
MEASURES TO BEGIN  
ON MONDAY

A new phase of protective measures 

against the novel coronavirus will 

begin from Monday, the spokesman 

for the operative board in charge 

of coordinating the response to the 

epidemic said. Curfew measures and 

shop restrictions will remain in place 

in Budapest and in Pest County 

but will be eased in the rest of the 

country, where it will be possible 

to open and visit all shops, outdoor 

baths, museums and zoos, Róbert 

Kiss told an online press conference. 

Passengers arriving at Budapest’s 

Liszt Ferenc International Airport, 

which saw the relaunch of some 

flights, will undergo a compulsory 

medical test upon arrival, Kiss said. 

Depending on the test’s result, 

they may be taken to hospital 

quarantine or ordered to stay in 

home quarantine for 14 days.

János Szlávik, the lead 

infectologist of Budapest’s South 

Pest Hospital Centre, told the 

same press conference the past 

two months have yielded valuable 

information on SARS-CoV-2, the 

virus causing the epidemic. Szlávik 

said doctors are now aware of a 

multitude of atypical symptoms 

the virus can cause in the elderly, 

while children go through the 

infection virtually without 

symptoms. Regarding treatments 

of Covid-19, Szlávik said doctors are 

strengthening patients’ immune 

systems and using general anti-

viral therapies. Patients in a grave 

condition are treated with the 

blood plasma of those recovered, 

he said. “There is promising news” 

on “one or two vaccines” being 

possibly available by September, 

Szlávik said.



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

MAY 4, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

FIRST RESTRICTIONS 
LIFTED TO BOOST 
HUNGARIAN ECONOMY, 
TRANSPORT

The first restrictions put in place in 

response to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic are being lifted in Hungary. 

On Friday, the first flights since the 

restrictions were introduced took 

off from Budapest’s Liszt Ferenc 

International Airport, with passengers 

complying with precautionary 

measures. The airport operator said in 

a statement that the first take-off was 

a Wizz Air service to Berlin at 6:15pm.  

From Monday, businesspeople 

from six countries can enter Hungary, 

a government decree published in 

Magyar Közlöny states. Citizens of the 

Czech Republic, Poland, the Republic 

of Korea, Germany, Austria and Slovakia 

may freely enter Hungary from these 

respective territories for business 

purposes. The measure also applies 

to Hungarian citizens who have made 

business trips to the six countries listed 

if they are employees of domestic firms 

or of Czech, Polish, Korean, German, 

Austrian or Slovak companies with 

business ties with another company 

registered in at least one of those six 

states.

The government has decided to 

allow sports events to take place 

throughout Hungary from Monday, 

as long as they are held without 

spectators. Training sessions both for 

professionals and amateurs can also 

be held behind closed doors. The 

new measure will allow the soccer 

league to go ahead.  Sándor Csányi, 

the association’ president, said that 

league matches may go ahead from 

May 23 to June 13.

PRESIDENT MARKS 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY  
OF FIRST FREE PARLT 
AFTER COMMUNISM 

President János Áder gave a speech 

in Parliament on Saturday, at the 

celebratory session marking the 

30th anniversary of Hungary’s first 

free parliament after the fall of 

the communist regime. “What we 

created over the past thirty years has 

withstood the test of time ... Hungary 

is an independent, democratic state 

under the rule of law, a free country,” 

Áder said. In his speech, Áder proposed 

to “use as a resource” the experience 

of the past thirty years to resolve 

the problems posed by the novel 

coronavirus epidemic “so we can soon 

enjoy freedom again”. 

The first session of the first freely 

elected parliament on May 2, 1990, 

“marked the end of an era”, Áder said. 

The first Hungarian parliament after 

the communist era had the task to 

build a state on the rule of law, prepare 

the ground for freedom, strengthen 

its constitutional basis and set up the 

institutions of democracy and the 

nation’s sovereignty, Áder said. He 

thanked all those working on creating 

the new political and constitutional 

system. He also thanked the first 

president, Árpád Göncz, the first prime 

minister, József Antall, and the Speaker 

of the first Parliament, György Szabad. 

Hungarians at the time of the 

regime change fought for Hungary to 

“become the homeland we all call ours 

... an independent country serving no 

one ... and a community where the love 

of country does not only mean that 

people are faithful to the country but 

that the country also keeps faith with 

them.” After the first free elections in 

45 years, the first free parliament had 

the task to put the country on a path 

to an economy based on a free market, 

competition and private property; 

where the country becomes an equal 

partner in strong alliances; where its 

borders could be crossed freely; where 

the country becomes a member of the 

European Union and NATO. “[That is 

when] Hungary became truly Hungary 

again,” Áder said.

After Áder’s speech, lawmakers 

adopted a political declaration marking 

the 30th anniversary of the restoration 

of popular representation in Hungary. 

The proposal was submitted to 

parliament by Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, House Speaker László Kövér, 

Fidesz lawmakers Máté Kocsis, Lajos 

Kósa, Mihály Varga, Zsolt Németh 

and Richard Hörcsik, and Christian 

Democrat MP Péter Harrach, and was 

passed with 126 votes in favour and 

one against. The declaration said the 

Hungarian parliament honoured the 

memory of the first freely elected 

assembly after the country had lost 

its independence on March 19, 1944 

(when Germany invaded the country 

in WWII).
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In later years, the new basic law 

in 2012 protected the country from 

“external dependency and renewed 

impoverishment”, the document 

said. It said that the MPs of Hungary’s 

incumbent parliament commit 

themselves to fundamental values 

driving the regime change such as 

freedom, constitutionality and national 

self-determination.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
MARK 30TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF FIRST DEMOCRATIC 
PARLT AFTER COMMUNISM

Opposition parties marked the 

30th anniversary of Hungary’s first 

freely elected parliament after the 

fall of communism commending 

first new president, Árpád Göncz. 

Thirty years ago today, Hungary’s 

new parliament elected Göncz 

its speaker and acting president 

and later, on August 3, Hungarian 

president, István Hiller said at a 

statue of Göncz. Göncz was the 

president not only of Hungary 

as a republic, but “of the people, 

of all of us”, Hiller said.  Ágnes 

Kunhalmi, a lawmaker of the party, 

said the opposition would not 

attend parliament’s special session 

commemorating the anniversary, 

as it considers Hungary’s current 

political system, “created by the 

governing parties”, autocratic, which 

discourages democratic dialogue.

Ferenc Gyurcsány, the leader of 

the Democratic Coalition (DK), call 

Göncz “a symbol of regime change”. 

“Thirty years ago, lawmakers of an 

entirely new parliament gathered 

in the chamber in hopes of a world 

radically different from today,” 

Gyurcsány said. “But those who 

gathered in parliament today have 

desecrated everything from what 

was at the heart of the regime 

change. They put an end to western-

type civic democracy, to a respect 

of human dignity, to democratic 

rule of law, to checks and balances, 

to social responsibility, and to a 

cooperation with the world and 

Europe,” he said.

Gergely Karácsony, the mayor of 

Budapest, said on Facebook that 

Göncz “showed as president the 

better, serene face of democracy”.  

“Today, we have a president of 

some sort, but the republic as such 

suddenly disappeared nine years ago 

from our country’s name, and from 

our everyday life later on,” he said. At 

the time of a pandemic such as the 

current one we must preserve the 

strength that lies in community, he 

said. 

Meanwhile, the group leader of 

the green LMP party told a press 

conference in front of Parliament 

that the government “has made a 

joint celebration impossible”. The 

declaration adopted by the ruling 

parties is not acceptable to all party 

groups, László Lóránt Keresztes 

said. He said the government did 

not represent national interests 

consistently, and that national 

autonomy was still threatened “by 

serious issues”. 

FINMIN OFFICIAL: 
SUSPENSION OF 
LOAN REPAYMENTS 
HELPING HOUSEHOLDS, 
BUSINESSES

The option of suspending loan 

repayments is providing relief for many 

Hungarian households and businesses 

alike, but 40% of individuals and 30% 

of businesses are still paying off their 

loans, indicating that their finances are 

much stronger than during the 2008 

crisis, a finance ministry official said. 

Gábor Gion, state secretary for finance, 

told an online press conference that 

even though the moratorium also 

covers overdrafts and credit cards, 

clients should do their best to pay 

off these loans due to high interest 

rates. He noted that the savings 

rate of Hungarians is 12% of annual 

income, the highest rate among 

European Union member states. The 

government-backed moratorium on 

loan repayments, he said, was unique 

in the world. It exempts repayments 

until the end of the year, while in 

neighbouring countries a similar 

measure only applies for three months, 

he added.

MORE THAN 500 
COMPANIES APPLY  
FOR WAGE SUBSIDIES

So far more than 500 companies 

employing five thousand people 

have applied for the government 

wage subsidy offered as part 
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of response measures to novel 

coronavirus, a Ministry of Innovation 

and Technology official has said. 

Sándor Bodó, state secretary 

for employment policy, said the 

support had been expanded, with 

a corresponding uptick lately in the 

number of companies showing an 

interest in the scheme. Part-time 

employment is becoming a more 

popular method for preserving 

jobs, he said.  Taken together with 

a targeted scheme to retain R&D&I 

professionals, wage subsidies have 

so far supported 8,000 employees 

in 800 companies, he added. Small 

and medium-sized firms have been 

the most active in taking up the 

subsidy so far, but large companies 

are also showing an interest, he said, 

adding that firms that submitted 

their application in April will receive 

it as early as May. Bodó noted that the 

government aims to protect as many 

jobs as possible and create new ones 

to replace those that are lost.

ORBÁN GREETS POLAND 
ON CONSTITUTION DAY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán on 

Sunday sent a letter to Mateusz 

Morawiecki, his Polish counterpart, to 

mark the anniversary of Constitution 

Day, a Polish national holiday. 

Poland celebrates the declaration 

of its constitution of May 3, 1791. 

In his letter, Orbán underlined the 

importance of solidarity and close 

cooperation between Hungary and 

Poland at a time when “a pandemic 

is posing a serious challenge to 

all of us”, Bertalan Havasi told MTI. 

Orbán praised the Visegrad Group 

for cooperating well in such a 

difficult period. “I am convinced 

that by working together, we can 

contribute to preserving Europe’s 

Christian heritage, to strengthening 

the continent’s security and 

competitiveness, and to restarting 

our economies,” he said. Orbán said 

he trusted that the two countries 

will successfully represent together 

their common interests and that “we, 

Hungarians and Poles can count on 

each other in hypocritical European 

debates in the future”. Expressing 

hope of a personal meeting with the 

Polish prime minister, Orbán wished 

Morawiecki good health and much 

success in his work.

DK CALLS FOR MORE 
RIGHTS, BETTER LIFE 
FOR WORKERS ON INTL 
LABOUR DAY

A lesson to be learned from the 

epidemic of recent months is that 

workers need more rights and 

protection, easier livelihoods and 

a more humane way of life, Ferenc 

Gyurcsány said in a speech broadcast 

online on May 1. The leader of the 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

said the message of May 1 was more 

relevant than ever. It was blue-collar 

workers who were the first to be laid 

off due to the epidemic, he said. 

Gyurcsány called for cooperation 

in the fight against the virus. He said 

most major global risks, from climate 

change and terrorism to the refugee 

crisis were all issues in which “we 

will succeed together but can only 

stumble individually.”

Meanwhile, the DK leader said that in 

the municipal elections last October, 

the opposition had learnt its lesson. 

The opposition parties may have had 

different views on the country and 

each other in the past decade and a 

half, he said, but they thought about 

the present and the past in essentially 

the same way, Gyurcsány said, calling 

for a unified opposition alternative and 

joint opposition candidates in the next 

election.

JUSTICE MINISTER 
DEMANDS APOLOGY 
FOR ‘SMEAR CAMPAIGN’ 
AGAINST HUNGARY

People who “coordinated the 

international smear campaign” against 

Hungary over its corona measures 

should now “apologise to the 

Hungarian people”, Justice Minister 

Judit Varga said, insisting that the 

European Commission had confirmed 

the measures were consistent with 

EU law. “For weeks, from Budapest to 

Brussels, they’ve been doing nothing 

but accusing Hungary of building a 

dictatorship,” Varga said on Facebook. 

“They’re spreading obvious lies 

like claiming that the operations of 

Hungary’s National Assembly have 

been suspended or that lawmakers’ 

supervisory powers over government 

decisions have been weakened.” Varga 
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said the reality was that parliament 

was operating as normal, while MPs 

had greater control over ending the 

state of emergency than many of their 

European peers. 

HOUSE SPEAKER: 
TRUST IN DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS ERODING 

The public’s trust in democratic 

institutions is eroding worldwide 

as there are ongoing efforts to 

undermine “common, public national 

trust”, House Speaker László Kövér 

said. In an interview with public 

Kossuth Rádió, Kövér said a “civil 

war was being waged in politics 

worldwide”, by opposing parties 

using all means at their disposal to 

achieve their goals, “especially when 

it comes to discrediting each other”. 

Competition has taken over as the 

only governing principle, he said. 

He said he saw dwindling chances 

for “normalcy” in the Hungarian 

parliament, or “in the so-called 

democratic politics.”

Ruling Fidesz, he said, had managed 

to preserve its independence 

and avoided having to “sell our 

independence to the highest bidder” 

in the past 32 years. Among the 

opposition parties, Kövér said the 

Democratic Coalition “could be said 

to be somewhat sovereign” so far as 

it dominates the opposition platform, 

“[but] not regarding independence 

from the globalist network it is a part 

of.” Kövér insisted that DK and its 

leader Ferenc Gyurcsány had a vested 

political interest “in maintaining the 

war-like state of affairs and taking it 

to the end”. DK’s “foreign sponsors are 

also steering them in this direction,” 

he said.

KARÁCSONY: BUDAPEST 
TO BEGIN TESTING NEW 
ROAD SAFETY MEASURES

Budapest will begin testing new 

measures aimed at reducing speed 

limits and traffic after the city 

assembly approved a proposal for 

a comprehensive road safety plan, 

Gergely Karácsony, the city’s mayor, 

said. Karácsony said there was broad 

social and political consensus on 

the need to significantly reduce the 

number of road accidents in Budapest. 

Citing an ongoing political debate 

on the proposal, Karácsony said it 

was clear that “nobody read” the 

document. The proposal, he said, 

was nothing more than a call for 

the city’s leadership to submit a 

comprehensive road safety and 

traffic management plan to the 

city assembly and to launch test 

projects.

He said press reports that the city 

council was pushing for a blanket 

speed-limit reduction were untrue. 

Karácsony said the novel coronavirus 

epidemic was likely to have both 

short- and long-term effects on 

transport in the capital. The city 

council has agreed with several 

districts on launching the test 

projects, the mayor said, adding that 

a comprehensive traffic management 

strategy would be prepared for the 

whole of Budapest by Dec. 31.


