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Gergely Gulyás told an online news conference that the education system was ready to administer the secondary school 

final examinations starting on Monday, adding that the exams would be held in such a way as to minimise health risks to 

the greatest extent possible. Over 97% of the school-leavers have chosen to take the exams now, while the rest can take 

them in the autumn, he added. Meanwhile, a ban on holding public events with more than 500 participants will stay in 

effect until August 15, Gulyás said. 

The government has decided to lift curfew measures and introduce more lenient regulations outside Budapest and Pest 

County, he said, but warned that preventive measures should continue to be observed. Outside the capital and Pest County, 

the terraces of restaurants, hotels and cafés will be allowed to re-open from May 4. Gulyás said that free parking will be 

maintained across the country. He argued that the measure had not brought about a significant increase in traffic, while 

it has helped people avoid having to use public transport.

Hungary’s schools will stay closed in May, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office has 
said, adding that the government will make a decision at a later date on whether to 
reopen schools in June.

SCHOOlS TO rEMAiN SHUT iN MAY

Coronavirus updates
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Staff preparing classroom in Árpád Vocational School in Székesfehérvár  
for upcoming exams
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GUlYÁS: liFE TO 
GrADUAllY GET BACK TO 
NOrMAl 

Some 70% of infected people live in 

the capital city and surrounding Pest 

County, so it is justified to keep curfew 

restrictions in force in these regions, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, Gergely Gulyás said. Life can 

be restarted gradually according to 

a strict schedule, taking into account 

geographical differences and the 

number of virus infections, he added. 

The safety of the elderly, the most 

endangered age group, should 

remain a priority, he said, adding that 

restrictions under which people over 

65 are allowed to do their shopping 

between 9-12am will be maintained.  

Gulyás also said testing will be 

compulsory for all patients leaving or 

entering hospital and for the staff of elderly 

care homes. He said Hungary’s health-care 

system was prepared to handle mass 

infections, adding that the epidemic had 

slowed down and the number of cases 

in the country was relatively low. He 

added that in terms of the total number 

of ventilators in the country, Hungary was 

“among the best prepared”. 

Gulyás also said the government 

has decided to simplify administrative 

procedures for entrepreneurs in order 

to reduce personal contacts and 

relieve businesses of some of their 

administrative burden.

The government is lifting restrictions 

on private health-care institutions from 

May 4, Gulyás said, so the sector can 

contribute to the country’s protection 

efforts. Restrictions regarding 

specialised and out-patient clinics will 

be lifted in four stages, with further 

information on the specific sectors to 

appear in a decree shortly, he said.

Regarding testing for Covid-19, Gulyás 

said plenty of test kits were available, 

making it possible to test one person 

multiple times where necessary. The 

government has also decided to speed 

up testing and to test all employees 

of retirement homes and all patients 

checking in and out of hospitals, he said. A 

“possibly effective” treatment against the 

disease is being tested in the Hungarian 

health-care system, Gulyás noted, using 

the blood plasma of recovered Covid-19 

patients. “It is too early to tell” whether it 

will be successful, he said.

Regarding the topics of possible 

reforms in the health-care sector which 

may involve establishing a stand-alone 

health-care ministry; as well as plans to 

“re-activate” the 30,000 hospital beds 

freed for potential coronavirus patients 

once the epidemic has subsided, 

Gulyás said it would be wrong to “make 

political decisions on health-care 

issues during an epidemic”. Protection 

measures against the epidemic have 

proved successful, Gulyás said, praising 

the sector’s leadership.

Commenting on the opinion of 

an advocate general of the Court of 

Justice of the European Union (CJEU), 

who said last week that the Hungarian 

transit zone at the Hungarian-Serbian 

border deprived residents of free 

movement, Gulyás said the decision 

was an important stage in the court’s 

decision-making process. The final 

ruling often coincided with the 

advocate general’s opinion, he said. 

Last week’s opinion is in contradiction 

with previous rulings of the European 

Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), Gulyás 

noted. Hungary has been fighting to 

protect its borders since 2015, Gulyás 

said, adding that the CJEU is now 

“trying to thwart efficient border 

protection in the EU”.

On cooperation with local authorities, 

Gulyás said the government “wants to 

help” but local governments also had to 

bear their share of the burden “in perilous 

times”. The government is working to 

relaunch the economy in the second 

half of the year, bringing investments to 

localities, he said. Regarding Budapest 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony’s proposal 

to reduce speed limits within the city, 

Gulyás said “hastily prepared” proposals 

would be especially harmful in the 

current situation. He called on Karácsony 

to consult the group leaders of the city 

assembly on the matter.

Commenting on an interview 

House Speaker László Kövér gave 

on Wednesday, in which he said 

the opposition “working against 

the Hungarian nation”, Gulyás said 

Kövér had “shown considerable 

restraint” compared to comments 

the opposition had made about 

the government, “even in a state of 

emergency”. The ruling parties have 

expressed a wish for nationwide 

cooperation several times, but the 

opposition’s “behaviour” in the past 

months “does not promise hope of 

national unity,” he said.
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MAJOr SUMMEr 
FESTiVAlS CANCEllED iN 
HUNGArY

Budapest’s Sziget Festival, the Volt Festival 

and Balaton Sound are being cancelled in 

view of the novel coronavirus epidemic. 

The government announced earlier in the 

day a ban of all mass events until August 

15. The three largest music festivals in 

Hungary are normally held before that 

date. Tamás Kádár, the chief organiser of 

the Sziget Festival, said work was under 

way on how best to compensate ticket 

holders. The Sziget Festival has been 

cancelled for the first time in its 16-year 

history, he said. “We have no ready-made 

solution for this situation,” he said. This 

state of affairs is causing serious damage 

to the festival sector and endangering 

jobs and companies, Kádár said. 

Representatives are in talks with decision-

makers on an aid package, he added.

CHiEF MEDiCAl OFFiCEr: 
EFFECTS OF EASiNG 
rESTriCTiONS TO BE 
MONiTOrED

The novel coronavirus epidemic is still 

ongoing in Hungary, and the effects of 

the government’s forthcoming steps 

to ease restrictions will be carefully 

monitored, the chief medical officer 

said. Protection efforts in Hungary have 

reached a stage where the health-care 

system is prepared to treat a potentially 

growing number of patients, Cecília 

Müller said at the press conference of 

the operative board responsible for 

coordinating the epidemic response. 

The assessment of larger retirement 

homes and of those hit by the 

epidemic has been concluded. The 

outcomes of assessments of smaller 

care homes are expected at the end 

of next week, she said. In line with 

international tendencies, Hungarian 

health-care staff make up 13% of those 

infected, Müller said, adding staff are 

tested every seventh day.

A further 12 people, all of whom were 

elderly and suffering from an underlying 

illness, have died, bringing the total 

number of Covid-19 deaths to 312, while 

the number of registered infections 

in Hungary has risen by 48 to 2,775, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. Fully 581 people 

who were hospitalised have recovered, 

while 998 patients are being treated, 

54 of whom are on ventilators. With the 

rise in the number of patients, hospitals 

across the country are increasing their 

bed capacity in preparation for the 

phase of mass illness. Currently 10,199 

people in official home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out stands at 

72,951. Budapest has the most infections 

(1,368), followed by Pest County (375) 

and Fejér county (271). Vas County has 

the fewest infections in Hungary, with 14.

SZiJJÁrTÓ SlAMS 
rOMANiAN prESiDENT’S 
rEMArKS ON SZEKlEr 
lAND AUTONOMY

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó has 

called on the Romanian president to 

“show more respect to Hungarians” 

after Klaus Iohannis accused the Social 

Democratic Party (PSD) of “wanting to 

relinquish Transylvania to Hungary”.

In a television interview, Iohannis, 

commenting on a recent tacit approval 

by Romania’s chamber of deputies 

of a draft law on granting territorial 

autonomy to Szekler Land, said the 

Social Democrats, who hold a relative 

majority of seats, “are fighting to hand 

over Transylvania to the Hungarians”. 

Iohannis then raised the question of 

what Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán “could have offered in exchange 

for an agreement”.

Szijjártó said Iohannis’s comments 

were “particularly uncivilised and could 

incite hatred”. Klaus Iohannis should 

be aware that the vast majority of 

Hungarians living in Transylvania 

and Szekler Land voted for him in the 

Romanian presidential election,” the 

foreign minister said.

Hungary’s interests lie in nurturing 

good relations with Romania, he 

said, arguing that the two countries 

were important economic partners. 

Transylvania and Szekler Land Hungarians 

also have a vested interest in good 

relations between the two countries, 

Szijjártó said. He added, however, that 

recent comments from certain Romanian 

politicians “make it hard to maintain good 

neighbourly relations”.

JUSTiCE MiNiSTEr: EC 
CONFirMS HUNGArY 
EpiDEMiC rESpONSE 
CONSiSTENT WiTH EU lAW

Věra Jourová, the European 

Commission’s vice-president in 
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charge of transparency and values, 

has officially confirmed that there is 

no reason to take legal action against 

Hungary over its response to the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, as the measures 

the country has approved are in line 

with EU law, the justice minister said.

In a Facebook entry, Judit Varga 

said there had been “a long list 

of people” who had levelled 

accusations against Hungary 

“without any real argument or legal 

analysis” over a period of weeks “in 

the middle of a pandemic” and had 

accused Hungary of having become 

a “dictatorship” by approving the 

epidemic response law. Varga said 

the commission’s confirmation that 

Hungary’s measures were consistent 

with EU law had made the “attacks” 

against Hungary “even less credible 

and more transparent”. “In spite 

of the opposition’s machinations 

and accusations, we mustn’t forget 

that the only way forward in these 

difficult times is through unity,” she 

said.

KOVÁCS: BlOOMBErG 
ApplYiNG ‘DOUBlE 
STANDArDS’

State Secretary Zoltán Kovács has 

sharply criticised Bloomberg for 

applying “double standards” in his 

reply to an editorial published on the 

media holding’s website.

Bloomberg’s Andreas Kluth, in 

his article entitled “Coronavirus has 

exposed the EU’s creeping irrelevance”, 

called Hungarian Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán a “tin-pot dictator” 

who has “largely neutered Hungary’s 

opposition, courts and press, and last 

month he took the pandemic as his 

pretext to rule by decree”.

In his reply, Kovács said that several 

other European countries had also 

introduced a state of emergency and 

some governments had acquired 

much larger powers than Orbán’s 

temporary authorisations, referring 

to the German, Swiss, and Spanish 

governments as examples. “Kluth 

also ignores the inconvenient fact 

that these extraordinary measures are 

popular with the Hungarian people, 

with nearly 60% saying they should 

be extended until the end of the 

pandemic.” Kovács also quoted Ledia 

Lazeri, the head of WHO’s Budapest 

office, as saying that Hungary’s 

measures have been instrumental in 

“avoiding an exponential increase” in 

confirmed coronavirus cases.

ArMY TO SEND 
COMMANDErS TO lArGE 
ElDErlY CArE HOMES

The Hungarian military will delegate 

commanders to overview seniors’ 

homes with more than 200 residents, 

the chief hospital commander told an 

online press conference. Zsolt Halmosi 

said that 18 such homes would be 

under military supervision, adding 

that the commanders would overview 

prevention measures and health stock 

management at these facilities rather 

than take over the powers of their 

operators.

SZiJJÁrTÓ DiSCUSSES 
ElECTriC BUS plANT 
EXpANSiON WiTH BYD 
rEprESENTATiVE

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

held talks with BYD Auto Europe 

general manager Isbrand Ho on the 

Chinese company’s plans to expand 

its electric bus plant in Komárom, 

the ministry said. BYD operates its 

largest European electric bus plant 

in northern Hungary’s Komárom, 

employing 250 people. Over the 

past few years the plant increased its 

revenues three-fold, with its new unit 

creating further high value added jobs 

in the region, it said.

Prompted by the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, BYD has transformed 

one of its largest Chinese plants 

to produce daily 20 million masks, 

Szijjártó said on Facebook. After 

a donation of 100,000 masks from 

BYD, the Hungarian government 

ordered 20 million masks from the 

company to protect health care 

workers, he said, adding that the first 

consignment of masks will arrive next 

week.

SZiJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY 
SiGNS USD 57 M 
AGrEEMENT WiTH 
MONGOliA

Hungary has signed a 57 million 

dollar agreement with Mongolia 

under which a Hungarian company 

will build a plant and laboratory for 
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veterinary vaccination in the Central 

Asian country, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after a video conference 

with his Mongolian counterpart 

Damdín Tsogtbaatar. Szijjártó said 

that keeping Hungarian companies 

successful on international markets 

was vitally important for the restart of 

the economy. From this point of view, 

the agreement signed between EXIM 

and the Mongolian finance ministry is 

of paramount importance, he added. 

The two sides have also agreed on 

launching a new 50 million dollar tied 

credit scheme in the food industry 

and water management. He noted 

that 200 Mongolian students are 

attending Hungarian universities on 

scholarship.

SOCiAliSTS lAUNCH 
pETiTiON FOr 
COMprEHENSiVE 
MEASUrES TO SUppOrT 
EpiDEMiC rESpONSE

The Socialist Party will launch an 

online petition calling for testing for 

the novel coronavirus in retirement 

homes and work places, and a pay 

raise for frontline workers. The 

petition calls for a hazard pay for 

workers on the frontlines of the 

epidemic, equivalent to 100% of 

their base salaries, the party’s leader, 

Bertalan Tóth, said. 

FEB TrADE SUrplUS 
rEViSED Up TO EUr 1.131 BN

Hungary posted a trade surplus of 

1.131 billion euros in February, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said in 

a second reading of data. The surplus 

was revised up from 1.118 billion euros 

in a first reading published on April 8. 

Imports reached 8.380 billion euros, 

up by 1.0% from the same month a 

year earlier. 

HUNGArY WAGE GrOWTH 
SlOWS TO 9.1 % iN FEB

Wage growth for full-time workers in 

Hungary slowed to 9.1% year on year 

in February, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. Wage growth edged 

down from 9.2% in January, the first 

time the increase wasn’t in the double 

digits for more than half a year. The 

average gross monthly wage was 

377,300 forints (EUR 1,060) in February. 

Net wages also rose by 9.1%, reaching 

250,910 forints.

BirD FlU DETECTED 
iN THirD HUNGAriAN 
COUNTY

Hungarian food safety authority 

Nébih has announced outbreaks of 

bird flu in Békés County, in south-

eastern Hungary, the third county in 

the country where the viral infection 

has spread. Since late March, there 

have also been bird flu outbreaks 

in neighbouring Bács-Kiskun and 

Csongrád counties. A total of 241 

farms have been affected in the 

three counties. In Békés County, the 

authorities are destroying some 23,500 

turkeys in Battonya and almost 10,000 

geese in Nagykamarás.

KlM TO rElAUNCH 
BUDApEST FliGHT

Dutch carrier KLM will re-launch its 

Amsterdam-Budapest flight on May 

4, the company said. The flight will 

be operated once a day departing 

from Amsterdam in the morning and 

departing from Budapest at noon. 

KLM has advised passengers to double 

check restrictions defined by each 

country before booking.


