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Hungary is set to enter the next phase of protective measures against the novel coronavirus epidemic, the prime minister 

said on Facebook. “We can try to restart life in Hungary but we must take a gradual approach and follow a strict schedule,” 

Orbán said after a cabinet meeting. Because Budapest and its surrounding areas have the highest number of infections, 

the restrictions on movement will remain in effect in those places, while in the rest of the country the current curfew 

restrictions will be replaced by other protective measures, Orbán said.

Shops will be allowed to reopen without time limits and restaurants and cafés can reopen their outdoor sections, he said. 

Beaches will also be allowed to reopen. However, people will be required to keep a distance of 1.5 metres from others and 

wear masks or cover their faces in shops and on public transport, the prime minister said.

The details of the new restrictions will be revealed on Thursday, he said, adding that the status of the new restrictions will 

be reviewed every two weeks.

Current restrictions on movement will remain in effect in Budapest and its 
surrounding areas but will be replaced by new measures in places with fewer 
infections, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY TO EASE RESTRICTIONS OUTSIDE 
BUDAPEST

Coronavirus updates

Head of PM’s Office holds online press 
briefing

EU ministers in charge of health care 
hold informal meeting

Stats office reports on Jan-Feb wages, 
Feb foreign trade data
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Egrets flying over a rapeseed field near Derecske, eastern Hungary
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HUNGARY CORONAVIRUS 
DEATH TOLL REACHES 300

A further 9 people, all of whom 

were elderly and suffering from 

an underlying illness, have died, 

bringing the total number of 

Covid-19 deaths to 300, koronavirus.

gov.hu said. The number of 

registered infections in Hungary 

has risen by 78 to 2,727, the website 

said. Fully 536 people who were 

hospitalised have recovered, while 

983 patients are being treated, 50 

of whom are on ventilators. With 

the rise in the number of patients, 

hospitals across the country are 

increasing their bed capacity in 

preparation for the phase of mass 

illness. Currently 10,071 people are 

in official home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out stands 

at 70,300. Budapest has the most 

infections (1,347), followed by Pest 

County (368) and Fejér county (269). 

Békés and Vas counties have the 

fewest infections in Hungary, with 

14 each.

MÜLLER: COVID-19 
PATIENTS TREATED IN 25 
HOSPITALS NATIONWIDE

Covid-19 patients are being treated 

in 25 hospitals across the country, 

the chief medical officer said. Most 

of the patients are being treated in 

Budapest, Cecília Müller noted in an 

online press conference. Altogether 

278 of Hungary’s 300 coronavirus 

victims were over 61 years, and only 

two patients have died who were 

younger than 40, she said. Müller said 

that the military has so far disinfected 

300 elderly care homes nationwide. 

An outbreak of Covid-19 has been 

reported from 27 homes, where 

628 seniors and 87 staff members 

contracted the virus, she said, adding 

that 317 senior patients have been 

hospitalised and 66 have died. She 

also said that 360 seniors in Budapest 

homes have tested positive, 49 of 

whom have died. Müller said virus 

transmission appeared to be levelling 

off, and restrictions could be gradually 

eased. She said the daily number of 

new cases had not increased for nearly 

a week.

Meanwhile, a spokesman for the 

central board coordinating efforts 

against the epidemic said that the 

government, at its meeting on 

Wednesday, would discuss changes 

to curfew rules to be brought in 

from May 3 on. Róbert Kiss said 

that the epidemic is “in its second 

phase when restrictions can be 

eased gradually, according to a strict 

schedule”. Currently over 10,000 

people are in home quarantine, 

Kiss said, adding that quarantine 

regulations have been violated on 

1,325 occasions since March 12. Kiss 

said that on Tuesday the police fined 

371 violators of curfew regulations 

and filed 311 criminal complaints. So 

far 78 people have been prosecuted 

on charges of spreading coronavirus-

related rumours and 89 others on 

charges of fraud, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
EASING EPIDEMIC 
RESTRICTIONS WITH 
BAVARIA EU AFFAIRS 
MINISTER

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó held 

a videoconference with Florian 

Herrmann, the Bavarian minister of 

federal and European affairs and 

media, and said that friendly relations 

with the German federal state were 

especially important to Hungary in 

the time of the epidemic. Szijjártó said 

Hungary and Bavaria are both focusing 

on a gradual, “cautious” easing of 

restrictions introduced in response to 

the coronavirus pandemic. 

However, the consequences of 

those steps are unclear, Szijjártó said, 

adding that experts were warning 

of a second wave of the disease. 

Similarly to Hungary, Bavaria has 

developed a schedule for easing the 

restrictions, and is carefully watching 

developments in Austria, a country 

where the pandemic hit earlier, 

Szijjártó said. Social distancing and 

wearing face masks are among the 

most important measures in Bavaria, 

he said, adding that this was the case 

in Hungary, too. The ministers agreed 

that the virus would pose a challenge 

in the long term.

At the talks, the ministers reinforced 

their pledge to view economic 

cooperation between their countries 

as strategic, Szijjártó said. He noted 

that Bavarian investors such as Audi, 

Siemens and Korr-Bremse provide 
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50,000 jobs in Hungary. He welcomed 

the gradual resumption of production 

by major players in the car industry, 

which account for the bulk of Bavarian 

investments in Hungary. Szijjártó 

called on the European Union to 

ease regulations on state support 

for large investments. The European 

Commission should approve “all kinds 

of state support” to boost investments, 

he said. Szijjártó and Herrmann agreed 

to focus on cooperation in the defence 

industry and to further strengthen 

diplomatic ties. The Hungarian 

consulate in Nuremberg is poised 

to open as soon as the pandemic 

situation allows, he said.

KÖVÉR: HUNGARIAN LEFT-
LIBERAL OPPOSITION 
‘PART OF GLOBALIST 
NETWORK’

The Hungarian left-liberal opposition 

is part of a “globalist network working 

against the nation”, feeding Western 

European propagandists with fake 

news and slander, House Speaker 

László Kövér said in an interview to 

the weekly Demokrata. Regarding 

Hungarian legislation to contain the 

novel coronavirus epidemic, foreign 

objections and criticisms were “one 

and the same” as the opposition’s, 

Kövér said. “This opposition is not part 

of the Hungarian nation but a servant 

to that world elite,” he said.

Speaking about the fall of 

communism in Hungary ahead of 

lawmakers marking the anniversary of 

the first session of the free parliament 

on May 2, 1990, Kövér called the 

change of regime “a great scam, not a 

revolution”. However, the historic role 

of those events and its actors has to 

be acknowledged, he said. “After all, 

we did end foreign military occupation 

and an oppressive dictatorship in 

1990.” He said Hungary had also 

regained its national sovereignty 

“to the extent that it was possible 

at the end of the 20th century”. He 

added that Hungary had since been 

exercising sovereignty in cooperation 

with European Union institutions. 

Kövér called the ruling Fidesz party’s 

2010 election win and continuous 

term in office since “a milestone”. At 

that time, “the mistakes and sins of the 

left-liberal governments that served 

foreign interests nearly cost us all our 

financial resources”, he said.

Kövér said “voices” that attacked 

Hungary did so not because they 

were misinformed but because 

“they have been assigned to do so”. 

International media outlets, he added, 

had also been “painting Hungary as 

the enemy” in a concerted effort 

to divert attention from “the fact 

that the country’s patriotic politics 

may appear to be too attractive to 

the citizens of other countries”. The 

speaker said Hungary’s law provided 

the highest level of democratic 

guarantees by giving parliament the 

right to authorise the cabinet to take 

special measures during the state of 

emergency. The government will not 

have these special powers any longer 

than necessary, he added. Kövér 

compared international pressure on 

the Hungarian government to the 

situation of the Third Reich in the last 

years of the second world war, “when 

everybody knew that it was a lost war 

but they were still unable to stop the 

madness” and prevent severe losses. “It 

is as if the globalist command sitting 

in a Brussels bunker has lost faith in 

victory,” he added.

Commenting on the billionaire 

George Soros, he said Soros was 

playing a role given to him by an 

invisible power, a “deep state” present 

in the world. In response to a question 

about the post-corona world, he 

said the “arrogant self-assurance” 

that had overcome the world may 

well disappear for a while but only 

temporarily. “I would not dare to make 

a large bet on common sense getting 

the upper hand in shaping the course 

of the world,” he said. The interests that 

maintain the current way of doing 

things in the world are too strong for 

that, he added. However, he said that 

during crisis management, valuable 

experiences could be gained for the 

purpose of strengthening international 

communities and their institutions, and 

“these will improve our chances for 

combating future challenges”.

KARÁCSONY: 
CORONAVIRUS CASES 
DETECTED IN 2 OF 
28 BUDAPEST-RUN 
RETIREMENT HOMES

Tests carried out for novel coronavirus 

at the 28 retirement homes run by the 

municipality of Budapest in the city 
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and outside the capital identified 

positive cases in two of them, Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony told parliament’s 

welfare committee. In both homes, 

the residents who tested positive 

were individuals who had just moved 

back after hospital stays, Karacsony 

said, underlining that none of the 

institutions inspected had violated any 

regulations. The Budapest city council 

has long maintained the position that 

an easing of restrictions in the capital 

should be conditional on making 

face masks mandatory and mass 

testing, the mayor said. Karácsony 

welcomed the government’s screening 

programme to determine the actual 

number of people infected with 

the virus as well as the restrictions 

put in place with the aim of slowing 

the virus’s spread. He said Budapest 

had launched its own coronavirus 

test programme at local council-run 

retirement homes. Karácsony said the 

“biggest problem” when it came to 

the joint epidemic response was that 

the capital was not receiving enough 

information from the government or 

the operative board coordinating the 

response, but added that a “positive 

turning point” had been reached when 

he was invited to the cabinet meeting. 

The mayor also said the Budapest city 

council had been forced to carry out 

a number of tasks that officially it was 

not responsible for, noting that the 

capital had carried out a 58-point 

plan. Bence Rétvári, state secretary at 

the human resources ministry, said the 

government had fulfilled its obligation 

to provide funding for social care 

organised by the city council. Budapest 

has been allocated 6 billion forints (EUR 

16.9m) in this year’s budget for elderly 

care, he added. Regarding the case of 

an elderly care home in Budapest’s 

eastern suburbs that has seen a surge 

of coronavirus cases, Rétvári said 

Karácsony could have spoken with the 

chief medical officer when she visited 

the home, but he had instead sent his 

deputy. The state secretary said the 

ongoing inspection of the home on 

Pesti Road was “unbiased and fact-

based”.

SOCIALISTS: EPIDEMIC 
FRONTLINE WORKERS 
LACK CONFIDENCE IN 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
MINISTER

Hungarian frontline workers no 

longer have confidence in key 

officials, including the minister of 

human resources, according to the 

opposition Socialist Party. Socialist 

MP Lajos Korózs told an online press 

conference posted on Facebook that 

social workers and health-care staff 

had run out of patience with Miklós 

Kásler, the human resources minister. 

He insisted that frontline staff had not 

received adequate quantities of quality 

protective equipment and the ministry 

had suppressed information on how 

many frontline workers had become 

infected. Kásler, he added, was hiding 

from the public and journalists, failed 

to answer the questions of MPs in 

parliament, and had told the heads 

of hospitals not to provide lawmakers 

with any information. The Socialist 

politician also berated Cecília Müller, 

the chief medical officer, for leaving a 

committee meeting before a briefing 

about the status of the epidemic in the 

capital. Müller has stated in a letter that 

she had been unable to attend, citing 

an investigation under way at the 

Pesti Road elderly care home, he said. 

Korózs called on the government to 

provide regular supplies of protective 

equipment to social workers and to 

people in care homes, and to test 

people working there.

BAKONDI: LEFT-WING 
PROPOSALS REVIVING 
POLICIES THAT CAUSED 
2015 MIGRANT CRISIS

Current liberal and left-wing 

proposals reflect a revival of policies 

that caused the 2015 migrant crisis, 

flying in the face of Europe’s negative 

experiences of the past five years, 

the prime minister’s chief security 

advisor said. György Bakondi told 

public news channel M1 that there 

were “interesting and significant 

developments” on the main migrant 

route to Europe. A political debate 

concerning illegal migration has again 

started in Europe, best demonstrated 

by a European Parliament Committee 

on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 

Affairs (LIBE) proposal to suspend 

support for the Libyan Coast Guard 

and create a humanitarian corridor, he 

said. “Masses of people would arrive 

in Europe through the humanitarian 

corridor and the committee would 
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distribute them among member 

states,” he added. Commenting on 

current migration pressure, he noted 

that Turkey is a key state as regards the 

Balkan route, the number of migrants 

in Turkey greatly determining the 

number of arrivals in Europe. Turkey 

has introduced very serious border 

controls as a result of the novel 

coronavirus epidemic and this has 

temporarily reduced the number of 

arrivals from Turkey, but 3.8 million 

people are waiting in the country, with 

the majority planning to travel on to 

Europe, he said. For the past five years, 

“LIBE has been very actively pushing 

the policies of the liberal left-wing 

elite”, and they are currently doing the 

same, he added.

DK, LMP CALL ON GOVT 
TO SPEND EU SUPPORT ON 
CRISIS MANAGEMENT

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government 

to spend around 2,000 billion forints 

(EUR 5.7bn) of European Union 

funding made available to combat 

the novel coronavirus epidemic on 

the Hungarian people. DK MEP Klára 

Dobrev told an online press conference 

that Hungest Hotels was planning 

mass lay-offs because it was starting 

a hotel refurbishment scheme. The 

hotel chain owned by Opus Global, 

a holding company linked to Lőrinc 

Mészáros, a businessman close to the 

Hungarian prime minister, will lay off 

more than 50% of employees, she said. 

“We have always been told that the 

reason Mészáros, István Tiborcz and 

István Garancsi [businesspeople close 

to the prime minister] were getting 

the largest part of EU support was to 

build a class of national capitalists” who 

would help the Hungarian people in 

times of trouble. “There is trouble now, 

and Lőrinc Mészáros is among the first 

to leave the sinking ship and abandon 

thousands of workers,” Dobrev said.

Meanwhile, János Kendernay, co-

leader of green opposition LMP, said 

the government should divert unspent 

EU funds towards aiding struggling 

small and medium-sized businesses 

and their employees.

PÁRBESZÉD TURNS TO 
OMBUDSMAN OVER 
ECONOMIC ZONE AROUND 
SAMSUNG PLANT

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

is submitting a complaint to the 

ombudsman for fundamental rights, 

Ákos Kozma, over the government’s 

reclassification of a Samsung plant in 

the town of Göd, near Budapest, as a 

special economic zone. Party board 

member Zsolt Szabó told an online 

press conference that as a result of the 

cabinet’s move, the local business tax 

paid by the company will go to Pest 

County council instead of Göd local 

council run by the opposition.

“The government continues to 

believe that it can take revenge on 

opposition municipalities and take 

away their resources under the pretext 

of the fight against the virus,” he said. 

Szabó, who is also a deputy mayor in 

Dunaújváros, in central Hungary, said 

the problem did not only concern 

lost revenues – also from vehicle 

registration tax and tourism tax – 

but that municipalities had been 

granted no resources for carrying 

out tasks connected to protection 

against the epidemic. He called on 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán to help 

local councils in their efforts against 

the epidemic instead of spending 

so much money on footballers and 

stadiums. A government decree 

published on April 17 designated the 

locality of Göd as Hungary’s first special 

economic zone as part of economic 

protection measures linked to the 

novel coronavirus.

BUDAPEST RETIREMENT 
HOME FINED FOR HYGIENE 
BREACHES

An elderly care home in Budapest’s 

eastern suburbs that has recently 

seen a surge of novel coronavirus 

cases has been fined 1 million forints 

(EUR 2,800) after an inspection of the 

facility uncovered multiple hygiene 

breaches, the Budapest government 

office said. According to the latest 

data, 295 of the residents at the home 

on Pesti Road and 26 staff members 

have contracted the new virus, with 

the death toll standing at 34. 

Irregularities uncovered during 

a recent inspection of the home 

included, among others, the improper 

handling of medical equipment 

designed for multiple uses, the 

government office said. Nurses’ 
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rooms were not equipped with hand 

sanitisers and sterilisation standards 

were not being properly followed. At 

the time of the inspection, the hand-

washing sinks in the men’s changing 

room had no soap or towels next to 

them. The facility had also failed to 

adequately track the expiration dates 

of their medicines, the office added. 

The institution has been ordered 

to implement a number of hygienic 

measures and to ensure that it has the 

required number of qualified staff.

S&P CHANGES OUTLOOK 
ON HUNGARY RATING TO 
STABLE FROM POSITIVE

S&P Global Ratings has affirmed 

Hungary’s ‘BBB’ sovereign rating but 

changed the outlook to stable from 

positive in light of pandemic-related 

risks. The rating action was not taken 

during a scheduled review, but S&P 

noted that European Union regulations 

allow deviations from its announced 

calendar under exceptional 

circumstances. Hungary’s rating 

reflect Hungary’s revised economic 

growth outlook, changes to the fiscal 

trajectory and monetary stimulus 

responses in 2020 and 2021, the rating 

agency said.

“We believe that the negative 

repercussions of the public health 

emergency have moved risks to 

Hungary’s sovereign credit quality 

over the next 24 months into balance. 

The stable outlook reflects our view 

that downside macroeconomic 

risks stemming from the COVID-19 

pandemic will be mitigated by the 

country’s strong policy response 

and projected economic rebound 

in Hungary’s key trading partners 

in 2021. The outlook also reflects 

our expectation that fiscal deficits 

will remain contained after the 

one-off expansion in 2020,” S&P 

said, commenting on the change in 

outlook. S&P previously changed the 

outlook on the rating on Feb. 14 to 

positive from stable. Its next review 

of Hungary’s rating is scheduled for 

Aug. 14.

HUNGARY PPI RISES BY 
4.3% Y/Y IN MARCH

Industrial producer prices rose by 

an annual 4.3% in March, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Prices for 

domestic sales were up by 1.5% while 

export prices rose by 5.7%. In a month-

on-month comparison, industrial 

producer prices climbed 0.5% as 

domestic prices were down by 1.3% 

and export prices were up by 1.4%. KSH 

said price increases were driven by the 

exchange rate changes of the forint 

and the changes in the price of raw 

materials and natural resource.


