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Cecília Müller said many of the 2,694 registered cases were people living in elderly care homes and being treated in hospitals, 

but greater attention should be turned to people living in closed communities. Müller also said that she had sent letters 

to 80 recovered Covid-19 patients asking them to participate in a plasma donor scheme aimed at providing therapy to 

people with serious symptoms of the disease. She also noted that research has started to find out what percentage of the 

total population may have contracted the novel virus. 

Meanwhile, the central board coordinating efforts against the epidemic said that items of protective gear were being 

provided to health and law-enforcement staff at nearly 100 locations. Tibor Lakatos, the head of the board’s emergency 

centre, said that the 6.5 million masks and face guards, rubber gloves and surgical clothing were sent to “several dozen” 

hospitals in Budapest and the provinces, as well as to the national ambulance service, the police, and prisons.

The number of people infected with novel coronavirus in Hungary is increasing 
steadily, the chief medical officer told an online press conference.

HUNGARY COVID-19 CASES ‘INCREASING STEADILY’

Coronavirus updates

Stats office releases March industrial 
producer prices

EU ministers in charge of health care 
hold informal meeting
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Deer in a wheat field near Ófehértó, NE Hungary
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FURTHER 11 PATIENTS DIE, 
NUMBER OF INFECTED 
RISES TO 2,649

A further 11 people, all of whom 

were elderly and suffering from an 

underlying illness, have died, bringing 

the total number of Covid-19 deaths to 

291, while the number of registered 

infections in Hungary has risen by 66 

to 2,649, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Tuesday morning. Fully 516 people 

who were hospitalised have recovered, 

while 976 patients are being treated, 49 

of whom are on ventilators. With the 

rise in the number of patients, hospitals 

across the country are increasing their 

bed capacity in preparation for the 

phase of mass illness. Currently 9,889 

people are in official home quarantine. 

The number of tests carried out stands 

at 67,172.

Budapest has the most infections 

(1,305), followed by Pest County (358) 

and Fejér county (265). Békés and Vas 

counties have the fewest infections in 

Hungary, with 14 each.

PALKOVICS: AIM TO 
RESTORE NORMAL LIVING, 
ECONOMY AS FAR AS 
POSSIBLE

With staggered regulations, the 

epidemic can be controlled, and the 

time is soon coming to restore normal 

living and the economy as far as 

possible, László Palkovics, the minister 

of technology and innovation, told the 

daily Magyar Hírlap. The minister said 

the government took mathematical 

and epidemiological modelling into 

consideration during its decision-

making, which has given rise to a 

“staggered” system of controls. This 

means “pulling back and letting go” 

when it comes to restrictions.

Three basic criteria determine 

this mechanism: the spread of the 

virus and the parallel of how many 

patients need hospital treatment; 

the state of the economy; and the 

quality of social and community life, 

he said. Various restrictions have 

been introduced to slow down the 

spread of the epidemic by drastically 

reducing physical contact, with a view 

to increasing hospital capacity and 

purchasing protective equipment, 

he noted. This, he said, was the “pull” 

phase. But the corresponding impact 

of the economy and the suffocation of 

community life is unsustainable, so a 

“let go” phase is planned for next week, 

he said. Gradually, restrictions will be 

eased based on a strict schedule, and 

the life of the nation and its economy 

can begin to be restored, he added.

As personal contacts intensify, the 

number of infected is expected to 

increase. “But we are ready to care for 

them properly.” Should the epidemic 

cross a defined threshold, the “pull” 

policy will be reintroduced to slow 

down the spread of the virus once 

again, Palkovics said.

The minister said the hard part of 

decision-making was ahead of the 

government: how to gauge optimal 

intervention and apply the “pull, let 

go” mechanism. “We have control, 

regulation and intervention tools in 

place, and measurements of the virus’s 

transmission. It’s not easy to keep the 

epidemic on a level we’ve achieved 

with total repression. But now we 

must fine tune the restrictions so the 

economy and people [can recover] 

while keeping the virus at bay.”

The government is continually 

analysing the state of the economy 

and consulting with economic 

players, he said. In some sectors such 

as tourism, life has come to a virtual 

standstill, and here it would be right to 

speak in terms of a complete relaunch, 

he said. The state of manufacturing 

and agriculture is less onerous. Car 

manufacturers and their suppliers are 

retooling and in many sectors and 

places, work has not stopped. “I think 

industrial production will recover faster 

than many people think,” Palkovics 

said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ VISITS MOLDOVA, 
ACCOMPANIES SHIPMENT OF 
PROTECTIVE KIT

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

paid a visit to Chişinău, accompanying 

a shipment of 100,000 surgical masks 

and 5,000 protective medical gowns 

donated to Moldova. The arrival 

of Hungarian aid to Moldova was 

reported by Foreign Minister Oleg 

Ţulea during a joint press conference 

with Szijjártó broadcast live on the 

Hungarian minister’s Facebook 

page. Moldova asked for help in the 

fight against the epidemic from the 

European Union, and, separately from 
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Hungary. Help was requested via two 

channels: on bilateral basis and under 

the arrangements of NATO. 

Szijjártó noted that Hungary has 

received many millions of items 

of protective gear from China and 

has also developed its own mask 

production capacity, so it was in a 

position to offer some of the kit to 

Moldova. The prime ministers of 

the two countries recently signed a 

strategic partnership agreement, he 

noted, adding that Hungary “takes 

strategic partnership and friendship 

seriously”. Hungary is a dedicated 

supporter of the European Union’s 

Eastern Partnership, he said. It is 

important that the EU should have 

allies in the East, and Budapest believes 

that Eastern Partnership countries 

should also receive sufficient support 

from the EU, Szijjártó said. This help is 

especially needed urgently because, 

according to information from 

Moldova, a large part of those infected 

work in health care, he added.

“As the representative of a Christian 

Democratic government, I would 

like to express our great respect 

for the local Social Democratic 

government’s activities enforcing 

national interests,” he said. “We also 

believe that Hungary comes first, 

and we respect countries that give 

priority to their national interests,” he 

added. Szijjártó said Hungary calls on 

the European Commission to resist 

employing political discrimination 

against Moldova, and it should transfer 

the remaining 70 million euros of 100 

million euros of financial aid it has 

allocated to the country without delay. 

He added that the commission should 

transfer 100 million euros for the fight 

against the novel coronavirus epidemic. 

He said Hungary and Moldova had 

developed excellent cooperation on 

the transit of goods and people during 

the pandemic. Hungarian companies 

OTP Bank and Richter are market leaders 

in the banking and pharmaceuticals 

sectors, respectively, in Moldova, he 

noted. “We also have a selfish interest 

in Moldova becoming as successful as 

possible and restarting its economy,” 

he added. Ţulea thanked Hungary for 

its help in repatriating thousands of 

Moldovan citizens under the epidemic 

restrictions.

HUNGARY PROVIDES 
ASSISTANCE TO N 
MACEDONIA

Hungary has forwarded a donation 

of protective kit from China to North 

Macedonia in connection with efforts 

to combat the novel coronavirus.

In a statement, the Hungarian Foreign 

Ministry wrote: “Hungary has provided 

assistance in bringing to Skopje the 

donation of the People’s Republic of 

China aimed at helping the fight against 

the COVID-19 pandemic. This proves yet 

again that Hungary is ready to help the 

Western Balkan countries in their fight 

against COVID-19. We welcome the 

NATO membership of North Macedonia, 

as well as the start of its EU accession 

talks and we remain ready to provide all 

the necessary support for the European 

integration of the country.”

MEDICAL UNIVERSITIES 
MAPPING VIRUS IN 
HUNGARY

Hungary’s medical universities are 

launching a screening programme on 

Friday to estimate the actual number of 

people infected with novel coronavirus 

and their spread across the country, 

Béla Merkely, the head of Budapest’s 

Semmelweis University, said. Merkely 

told an online conference that the 

PCR tests will be conducted with a 

representative sample of some 18,000 

people older than 14. The results 

could show how many people have 

contracted the virus so far, how many 

have acquired immunity and how 

many may still be transmitting the 

virus while showing no symptoms 

themselves. Merkely added that 

people invited to participate in the 

programme have been selected by 

the Statistical Office from across the 

country. He said that participation in 

the programme was voluntary, but 

added that “those invited have a great 

responsibility”. Concerning the actual 

tests, Merkely said that both mucus 

and blood samples would be used to 

detect presence of the virus as well as 

the patient’s immune reaction to an 

earlier infection. 

The tests will be conducted 

between May 1-14, at GPs’ offices, local 

outpatient clinics and on special buses, 

while the results of the national survey 

are expected to come back before the 

end of May, the professor said, adding 

that the screening would be repeated 
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at least twice during the epidemic, 

with at least one month between two 

rounds.  The screening programme is 

conducted by the medical universities 

of Budapest, Debrecen, Szeged, and 

Pécs. 

Merkely said that the restrictions, 

introduced at an early stage of the 

epidemic, have been effective to 

avoid mass infections. The restrictions 

could “soon be eased and life return 

to regular”, which is crucial for the 

economy, he said, but also warned 

that continued control was necessary.

DK SAYS WON’T ATTEND 
PARTY FINANCING 
COORDINATION TALKS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) will not attend coordination 

talks on party financing, DK lawmaker 

Lajos Oláh said. He told an online 

press conference that it was Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán who would end 

up making the final decision on the 

matter, “just like on everything else”. 

Half of the party’s funding has been 

taken away by the government and 

the other half by the State Audit Office, 

which is “also controlled by Fidesz”, he 

said. “So there is nothing to consult 

with them about.” Oláh said Orbán 

was “fighting the opposition rather 

than the epidemic”. DK has learnt over 

the past ten years, he added, that there 

was no real consultation in Hungary 

on anything.

Head of the Prime Minister’s Office 

Gergely Gulyás announced in early 

April that half of the state allocation 

for party financing, or 1.2 billion forints 

(EUR 3.4m), is being set aside for the 

fight against the novel coronavirus 

epidemic.

JOBBIK DEMANDS MAKING 
MASK USE COMPULSORY

The government should make the use 

of face masks compulsory in public 

areas, an MP of the conservative 

Jobbik party said after a meeting of 

parliament’s welfare committee. The 

government should also ensure a 

distribution of the protective masks, 

György László Lukács, a member of 

the committee, told an online press 

conference. He cited government 

reports according to which Hungary 

has 86 million face masks in stock. He 

warned against relaxing restrictions 

too soon, arguing that “it could cost 

lives” or the health of many people.

HUNGARY JOBLESS RATE 
EDGES UP TO 3.7% IN 
MARCH

Hungary’s three-month rolling average 

jobless rate was 3.7% in Jan-March, 

up 0.2 of a percentage point from the 

previous three-month period, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

The rate which covers 15-74 year-

olds was 0.1 of a percentage point 

higher than twelve months earlier. In 

absolute terms, there were 173,000 

unemployed, 9,300 more than in the 

previous month and 7,300 more than 

the same period a year earlier. KSH 

noted that the coronavirus outbreak 

had an impact only on the tail end of 

the period. It added that 56,000 people 

lost their jobs in March alone.

NBH LEAVES BASE RATE 
ON HOLD

Rate-setters of the National Bank of 

Hungary left the base rate unchanged 

at 0.90% percent and the central bank 

O/N deposit rate at -0.05% at a regular 

meeting on Tuesday. At a meeting 

three weeks earlier, the central bank’s 

policy makers unveiled a package 

of measures to mitigate the impact 

of the coronavirus pandemic on the 

economy and establish the conditions 

for a jump-start. The measures 

included 1,500 billion forints (EUR 

422.2m) in financing for cheap loans 

for businesses and a programme to 

buy government securities on the 

secondary market. The Monetary 

Council also decided at the meeting 

on April 7 to raise the rates for the 

central bank’s O/N and one-week 

collateralised loans by 95bp to 1.85%. 

Those rates were also kept on hold at 

the meeting on Tuesday.

TAX AUTHORITY CRACKS 
DOWN ON ILLEGAL OIL 
TRADERS

Hungarian tax office (NAV) 

investigators have identified a group 

of criminal suspects in connection with 

a scam to offload 4.5 million litres of 

low-grade oil at a mark-up while 

dodging tax, costing the treasury 750 

million forints (EUR 2.1m), NAV said. 
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According to a NAV statement, the 

group, headed by two men, purchased 

fuel oil in Poland, and sold it Hungary 

without paying any taxes. The gang 

used Croatian, Hungarian, and Czech 

companies as a front for their activities, 

the statement added. 

The oil, bought by customers 

in Hungary as a replacement for 

diesel, was not up to Hungarian 

standards, NAV said.  NAV has seized 

equipment for a mobile filling 

station, vans, properties, as well 

as cash and fuel, and it froze bank 

accounts connected to the gang, 

the statement said. The authority 

is raising charges against 30 people 

for organised fraud and dealing 

in stolen goods. NAV carried out 

the investigation in cooperation 

with the Czech, Slovak, Croatian, 

Romanian, and Polish authorities.

TOURISM AGENCY: 
DOMESTIC 
ACCOMMODATION 
BOOKINGS UP BY 30% IN 
ONE MONTH

Accommodation bookings by 

domestic travellers have increased by 

30% in one month, the deputy head 

of the Hungarian Tourism Agency 

has said. A large number of bookings 

have been made for the second half 

of June and for the months of July 

and August, and the tourism sector is 

expected to restart with the easing of 

epidemic-related restrictions in early to 

mid-June, László Könnyid told public 

news channel M1.

The tourism agency recently 

published the results of a new survey 

showing that over half of Hungarians 

plan to travel after the epidemic is over. 

A total of 12% of respondents said they 

plan to travel abroad, with Croatia and 

Greece topping the list of destinations. 

Könnyid said half of respondents 

considered it important that hotels 

should offer flexible conditions for 

bookings and a quarter said the 

second most important consideration 

was health. He added that travellers 

should expect changed circumstances, 

waiters will most likely have to wear 

masks and gloves, sunbeds will have 

to be placed at least two metres away 

from each other and social distancing 

rules must be followed even on 

beaches.

MOL DONATES 
DISINFECTANTS TO AID 
GROUPS, LOCAL COUNCILS

Hungarian oil and gas company MOL 

said it has donated over 15,000 litres 

of its disinfectant to aid organisations, 

social and medical institutions and 

local councils. Several thousand 

litres of the disinfectant have been 

donated to the Hungarian Maltese 

Charity Service and the Hungarian 

Red Cross, Péter Ratatics, MOL’s chief 

operating officer, said in a statement. 

Lajos Dani-Győri, the vice president 

of the Hungarian Maltese Charity, 

said the disinfectant will mainly be 

used in the organisation’s boarding 

institutions, retirement homes, 

homes for the mentally disabled and 

homeless shelters. The rest will be 

donated to families in villages and 

small towns who cannot buy their own 

disinfectants, he added. István Kardos, 

director-general of the Hungarian Red 

Cross, said the donation would help 

the organisation continue to support 

its communities in a safe manner. MOL 

started producing the disinfectant late 

last month.

AUDI RESTARTS VEHICLE 
PRODUCTION AT 
HUNGARY BASE

German car maker Audi has restarted 

vehicle production, in a single shift, at 

its base in Győr (NW Hungary), Audi 

Hungaria’s communications director 

told MTI. Mónika Czechmeister said 

about 2,000 people have started work 

at the car plant, as an initial step. Audi 

restarted production at its engine plant 

in Győr two weeks earlier. Including 

those workers, some 5,000 of Audi 

Hungaria’s 12,800 employees are back 

on the job, Czechmeister said.

At the engine plant, a six-cylinder 

petrol engine production line was 

restarted on April 14. During the work 

week started on April 20, another 

six-cylinder and a four-cylinder 

production line were started up again.

At the car plant, about 250 vehicles 

are rolling off the lines daily, but 

production will be ramped up in the 

coming weeks, Czechmeister said.

Production of all models the plant 

makes, the Q3, Q3 Sportback, A3 

Cabriolet, TT Coupe and TT Roadster, 

have been restarted, she added. 
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Workers not on the production lines 

are using up their vacation days. Audi 

Hungaria shut down its plant on 

March 23. Audi’s local unit turned out 

almost two million engines and close 

to 165,000 vehicles in 2019.

SIX UNIVERSITIES RANKED 
ON THE IMPACT RANKINGS

Six Hungarian universities have 

achieved a ranking on the Times 

Higher Education Impact Rankings 

(THE Impact Rankings), a state 

secretary of the innovation and 

technology ministry said. THE ranks 

the impact of 766 universities of 85 

countries based on the United Nations’ 

17 Sustainable Development Goals and 

compiles an overall list, József Bódis 

noted.

Budapest’s Semmelweiss University 

and the Szeged University have 

featured on the list in previous years, 

while the University of Debrecen, 

Budapest’s Eötvös Loránd University, 

the University of Pécs and the 

Széchenyi University in Győr have been 

included for the first time, Bódis said.

The list, which only issues placement 

ranges but not exact rankings above 

the 100th post, has put the Szeged 

University into the 101-200 range, the 

Debrecen University at 201-300, Pécs 

University at 301-400, and Eötvös and 

Semmelweiss Universities in the 401-

600 range. The Széchenyi University 

was listed in the 601+ range, Bódis said, 

adding that the Győr institution, which 

had received 20 billion forints (EUR 

56.3m) funding from the government 

and the local authority over the past 

ten years, has also achieved a 101-

200 ranking in the “Decent work and 

economic development” category. 

Hungarian universities’ performance 

and the competitiveness of their 

degrees have improved greatly over 

the past ten years, Bódis said.

WIZZ AIR TO RESTART 16 
FLIGHTS FROM BUDAPEST 
IN MAY

Budapest-based low-cost airline 

Wizz Air is restarting 16 flights 

from Budapest early in May, while 

flights from Debrecen, eastern 

Hungary, are expected to resume 

in June, the airportal.hu website 

said. Flights will be resumed from 

Budapest to Athens, Barcelona, 

Berlin, Birmingham, Bazel, Dortmund, 

Eindhoven, Gothenburg, London-

Gatwick, London-Luton, Liverpool, 

Madrid, Podgorica, Sarajevo, 

Stockholm, and Targu Mures, the 

website said.

The airline is calling on passengers 

to observe social distancing and 

complete as many tasks as possible 

online to minimise personal interaction 

and queues at airports, the website 

said.

FLISOM TO BUILD HUF 12.5 
BN SOLAR MODULE PLANT 
IN KECSKEMÉT

Swiss solar-cell maker Flisom is building 

a 12.5 billion forint (EUR 35.2m) solar 

module plant in Kecskemét, in 

central Hungary, with the support of 

a government grant, the foreign affairs 

and trade minister said.

The government is supporting the 

investment with a 3.5 billion forint 

(EUR 9.8m) non-refundable cash grant, 

Péter Szijjártó told a press conference, 

adding that the investment would 

create high value-added jobs.

In the first phase, the investment 

will create 140 jobs, with the 

company looking to triple the plant’s 

capacities over a three-year period, 

Szijjártó said.


