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Many health-care workers have already recovered and not all of them have had symptoms, Cecília Müller told an online 

news conference after a meeting of the operative board coordinating the response to the epidemic.

Müller said that the number of patients being treated in hospital for the novel coronavirus is gradually rising. 

Altogether 261 of the 280 patients who have died from the virus so far were over the age of 60. Elderly care homes are 

most at risk of the infection, she warned, underlining the importance of the proper use of protective gear, she said.

In another development, she said a Covid-19 patient suffering from kidney failure became the first Hungarian to be put 

through blood plasma therapy. Müller said the patient’s condition was “hopeful” after a three-day therapy, adding, at the 

same time, that more time was needed to see how effective the therapy had been.

Doctors plan to treat several more patients with blood plasma therapy, she said, and called on recovered patients to donate 

blood plasma.

Thirteen percent of all coronavirus cases are health-care staff, a ratio consistent with 
international trends, Hungary’s chief medical officer said.
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CORONAVIRUS: EIGHT 
PATIENTS DIE, 2,583 
INFECTED

A further eight elderly patients, all 

of whom had underlying illnesses, 

died in hospital after contracting 

Covid-19, bringing the number of 

deaths to 280 in Hungary, while the 

number of registered infections has 

increased by 83 to 2,583, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Monday morning. Fully 

498 hospitalised Covid-19 patients 

have made a recovery, while 931 are 

still in hospital, 52 of whom are on 

ventilators. Hospitals nationwide are 

increasing bed capacity in preparation 

for possible mass illnesses. Currently 

9,829 people are officially in home 

quarantine. The number of officially 

accredited tests stands at 65,625.

Hungary is still in the stage in 

which the infection is spread in the 

community through personal contact.

Budapest tops the table in terms 

of the number of infections (1,286 

people), followed by Pest County (352), 

Fejér county (263) and Győr-Moson-

Sopron county (76). Békés County has 

the fewest (14).

SZIJJÁRTÓ: DELIVERY  
OF SUPPLIES STEADY 
FROM CHINESE CITIES

An air-bridge between China and 

Hungary is functioning well and the 

delivery of coronavirus protection 

supplies from large cities in China 

is steady, the foreign minister said. 

Addressing parliament, Péter Szijjártó 

said that this past week 20 aircraft 

carrying Chinese consignments landed 

in Budapest’s international airport in 

addition to consignments forwarded 

by five lorries from other European 

airports.

Hungary last week took delivery of 

9,820,600 face masks the number of 

which has totalled 86,247,290 since the 

outbreak of the epidemic, he said. The 

country has signed contracts for the 

delivery of an additional 62,500,150 

masks, Szijjártó added. Additionally, 215 

ventilators were imported last week 

and equipment needed for operating 

these devices has also been received, 

including 900 patient watch monitors 

and 120 central monitors, he said. 

Some 20,096,845 items of protective 

gear including isolation gowns, caps, 

gloves and face shields also arrived 

last week and contracts have been 

signed for an additional 8,086,991 

items, he said. Tests continue to be 

applied in line with the World Health 

Organisation’s guidelines, Szijjártó 

said. Hungary imported 1,010,112 

tests last week and contracts have 

been signed for an additional 1,994,137 

tests, he added. Szijjártó also said that 

Hungary had signed a contract with 

China to buy 400,000 units of the drug 

Favipiravir.

Szijjártó thanked China, as well 

as Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan for 

providing technical layovers for aircraft 

en route from China to Budapest.

“Continued ongoing transport will 

ensure steady supplies because every 

Hungarian is responsible for every 

other Hungarian, and every Hungarian 

within the borders and beyond can 

rely on us,” Szijjártó said. He also said 

that Hungary received a donation of 

110,000 masks last week and provided 

at the request of the Holy See, some 

50,000 masks to the Vatican to protect 

elderly priests and those that serve 

in the Collegium Germanicum et 

Hungaricum.

He said that one of the lessons to 

be learnt from the pandemic is that 

it might not be correct “if the entire 

continent is dependent on external 

factors in a strategic sector”.

OPERATIVE BOARD: 
PROTECTIVE GEAR  
TO ARRIVE WITH SEVEN 
AIRCRAFT ON MONDAY

Protective equipment needed 

for protection against the novel 

coronavirus are expected to arrive 

with seven cargo aircraft on Monday, 

a spokesman for the operative board 

coordinating the response to the 

epidemic said.

Róbert Kiss told an online press 

conference that 17 tonnes of protective 

gloves, 16 tonnes of surgical masks and 

several tonnes of other protective gear 

are expected to arrive during the day.

Over the weekend, police took 

action in 3,631 cases of violation of 

curfew restrictions, he added.

László Mosóczi, a state secretary 

of the innovation and technology 

ministry, told MTI that rail cargo 

transport has also been restarted 

between China and Hungary, with 
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a train delivering 40 wagons of 

protective gear to Budapest on 

Monday. Another train has recently 

left China for Hungary, he said.

JUSTICE MINISTER IN DIE 
WELT: “WRONG  
TO DEMONISE HUNGARY”

Justice Minister Judit Varga, in an 

op-ed in German newspaper Die 

Welt’s news portal, has taken the 

government’s critics to task for 

“demonising Hungary”. In the current 

circumstances that involve combatting 

the coronavirus epidemic and handling 

Brexit, “consensus-building and 

cooperation are more important today 

than ever before,” Varga wrote.

Yet Germany’s Minister of State for 

European Affairs Michael Roth, in a 

recent op-ed for Die Welt, “built an 

image of the enemy ... the enemy 

being Hungary,” she added. Allegedly, 

Hungary did not abide by European 

values such as democracy and the 

rule of law, according to Roth, she 

noted, adding that she was tempted 

to explain in detail “how wrong” his 

views were, “but I have done this many 

times and in many forums...”

Varga said European values were 

“shared and self-evident” yet had 

become “a political tool” that fostered 

divisions instead of unity. She noted 

that EU decision-making such as 

agreeing on a multi-annual financial 

framework required the complete 

consensus of all member states. Varga 

questioned how Roth could hope for a 

consensus by openly seeking to create 

an instrument aimed at punishing a 

member state.

She said Germany had often 

successfully assumed the role 

of a neutral mediator in difficult 

situations, adding that the country 

could continue to count on Hungary 

as a “stable partner and an ally” with 

“closely shared interests and values”.

FIDESZ MEP: EPP 
WEAKENING

The European People’s Party (EPP) is 

getting weaker because it is losing its 

character, Balázs Hidvéghi, an MEP of 

ruling Fidesz, said, adding that this was 

also true for “many of the grouping’s 

member parties”. “It is becoming 

increasingly difficult to distinguish the 

EPP from the Liberals, the Socialists or 

the Greens on many issues,” Hidvéghi 

told public Kossuth Rádió.

He said this view was demonstrated 

well by a letter addressed to Fidesz by 

Radosław Sikorski, a Polish MEP and 

former foreign minister, in which the 

politician had applied “arguments and 

terms used generally by left-liberal pro-

immigrant” political players.

“The most important issue at the 

moment is to tackle the coronavirus 

epidemic,” Hidvéghi said, adding that 

“ideological debates such as the one 

concerning the EPP should be addressed 

at a later time.” “We are surprised to see 

that European politicians have the time 

and the energy these days to focus on an 

issue like this instead of helping to ensure 

a more effective protection against the 

virus in a more credible way,” he said.

“By pressing for the expulsion of 

Fidesz from the EPP, party leader 

Donald Tusk is making the grouping 

weaker on the whole,” Hidvéghi said, 

making reference to a recent call by 

13 EPP members for the expulsion of 

Hungary’s ruling party led by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán.

MENCZER: OPPOSITION 
‘PLOTTING’ WITH 
ROMANIA AMBASSADOR

Hungary’s opposition, with special 

regard to Tímea Szabó, co-leader of the 

Párbeszéd party, have “involved in anti-

Hungarian activitieós in cooperation 

with the Romanian ambassador”, Tamás 

Menczer, state secretary at the foreign 

ministry, told public television M1.

Szabó has recently opposed the 

government’s donating face masks to 

ethnic Hungarians in other countries, 

and the Romanian ambassador to 

Hungary took her side on social 

media. Menczer referred to Szabó 

as a “disciple” of leftist leader Ferenc 

Gyurcsány, who “regularly attacks 

Hungarians beyond the borders”. 

Menczer insisted that only 1% of 

Hungary’s supplies of face masks 

have been donated to Hungarian 

communities in other countries, 

adding that “Szabó has resented that 

one percent”.

CATHOLIC CHARITY  
AIDS 25,000 FAMILIES

Hungary’s Catholic Charity helped some 

25,000 troubled families to overcome 
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the consequences of the coronavirus 

epidemic over the past month, the 

press service of the Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference said. The charity distributed 

75 tonnes of food among the families 

and provided hot meal to them on a 

daily basis. It also provided digital tools 

to help the online learning of hundreds 

of children, it said.

The charity donated medical 

equipment and hospital beds at 

several locations to assist in the 

home care of sick elderly people, and 

supplied disinfectants, face masks, 

protective gloves and immune 

boosting products to 26 social and 

health-care institutions across the 

country. 

Its volunteers helped families and 

elderly people with buying their 

drugs, paying their bills and doing 

their shopping, as well as keeping 

them company over the phone, it said.

SOCIALISTS TO DONATE 12 
TONNES OF FOOD  
TO EPIDEMIC-HIT FAMILIES

The Socialists are distributing nearly 

12 tonnes of food among families hit 

by the effects of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic, the head of the party’s 

Budapest branch said. The party had 

used four million forints (EUR 11,200) 

of its solidarity fund to buy durable 

foods, Zsolt Molnár told an online press 

conference. 

The donations will be distributed 

before the May 1 holiday among 

families that are in difficult or 

“hopeless” situation or include 

members who have lost their jobs 

because of the epidemic, he said. 

Socialist lawmakers have donated the 

amount with which their salaries were 

raised recently to the fund, Molnár 

noted.

DK TO HAND OUT 20,000 
MASKS IN BUDAPEST

Politicians and activists of the 

opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) party will distribute 20,000 

face masks in Budapest, Erzsébet Gy 

Németh, a party lawmaker serving 

as deputy mayor of the capital city, 

said. The municipality has made the 

use of face masks compulsory for 

passengers using public transport, as 

well as in shops, banks and pharmacies 

compulsory as of Monday. Wearing 

a mask is crucial for residents in 

protecting one another against 

coronavirus infection, the deputy 

mayor said. Despite experts voicing 

caution, the government has still not 

ensured a supply of masks to citizens, 

she said.

FORMER CHIEF PUBLIC 
PROSECUTOR TAMÁS 
KOVÁCS DIES AT 78

Tamás Kovács, Hungary’s chief public 

prosecutor between 2006 and 2010, 

has died at 78, the Prosecutor’s Office 

told MTI. Kovács started his career 

in 1986 as a military prosecutor in 

Szeged, southern Hungary, the 

statement said. He was appointed 

chief military prosecutor and deputy 

public prosecutor in 1990, and chief 

prosecutor in 2006. He held that 

position until he retired in 2010. 

Kovács received the Order of Merit of 

the Republic of Hungary, Middle Cross, 

in 1998.

OVER ONE WEEK LEFT 
FOR SIGNING SZEKLER 
COUNCIL’S EUROPEAN 
INITIATIVE

Several hundreds of thousands of 

signatures still need to be collected 

over the next week for the success of 

a European initiative by the Szekler 

National Council on the protection of 

national regions.

Foreign affairs commissioner of the 

council Attila Dabis told public news 

channel M1 that once an enough 

number of signatures are collected, the 

European Union will hopefully consider 

establishing a system that secures 

the survival of indigenous minorities. 

So far, a total of 318,000 supporting 

signatures have been collected online 

and an additional 200,000 on printed 

sheets, he added. For the initiative 

to be successful, at least one million 

supporting signatures are needed 

from seven member states by May 7 

this year. The petition was launched 

on May 7 last year. It can be accessed 

at irdala.hu.

BIRD FLU HITS 226 FARMS 
IN S HUNGARY

Cases of the H5N8 strain of the bird flu 

have been confirmed in 226 farms in 
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Hungary’s southern Bács-Kiskun and 

Csongrád counties, leading to the 

culling of 3.5 million animals, the chief 

veterinary officer said. In areas where 

farms stood too close to each other, 

870,000 poultry had to be culled to 

thin the stock and stop the virus from 

spreading, Lajos Bognár said. The 

farmers’ damage totals at several billion 

forints, he said. Facilities operating in 

line with the relevant regulations are 

eligible for damages from the state, 

Bognár said, adding that many have 

been found to flout a January decree 

to keep the animals in closed facilities 

at all times. Bognár noted that bird flu 

was typically brought into the country 

by migratory birds, hence the ban on 

open-air poultry farming.

H5N8 first appeared in Asia in 2014, 

when it developed into a pandemic. It 

last appeared in Hungary in 2016-2017.

FIA, NATL FEDERATION EYE 
AUGUST START  
FOR INTL MOTOR RACES  
IN HUNGARY

Based on the guidelines of the 

International Automobile Federation 

(FIA), Hungary can start planning 

an August start for its calendar of 

international races, Gyárfás Oláh, 

president of the Hungarian Autosport 

Federation (MNASZ), said. Of the 

international categories that race in 

Hungary, Formula One is the series 

whose dates are the most “set in 

stone” as it is the most difficult 

calendar to rearrange, Oláh, the 

Hungarian member of the FIA World 

Motor Sport Council, told public 

news channel M1. “Right now it’s 

looking more and more likely that 

the season will begin in Austria and 

will be followed by the British and 

Hungarian Grand Prixs,” he said. 

“Hopefully Hungary will be able to 

organise its race in August.”

Oláh said there was also a chance 

that Hungary’s reigning World Touring 

Car Cup (WTCR) champion Norbert 

Michelisz will get to race on home 

turf later this year after the race at the 

Hungaroring originally scheduled for 

late April had to be called off due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. “The promoter 

is thinking of putting together an 

entirely new calendar that would skip 

all the Asian rounds and feature only 

the European ones, including the 

Hungaroring,” Oláh said, adding that if 

the new calendar is approved, it would 

also include the Hungarian race.

BAD ISCHL TO CELEBRATE 
LEHAR’S 150TH BIRTH 
ANNIVERSARY

The 150th birth anniversary of Austro-

Hungarian composer Franz Lehar, the 

“king of operettas”, will be celebrated 

in Bad Ischl with special programmes, 

Austrian news agency APA said. 

A wreath-laying ceremony will be 

held without any public attendance 

because of the coronavirus epidemic 

on April 30, Lehar’s birthday, at his 

grave in Bad Ischl and later in the local 

Kurpark.

Organisers of the Lehar Festival has 

prepared a special TV programme 

which will show so far unreleased 

footage about Lehar as honorary 

citizen of the town. It will also present 

interviews with famous personalities 

in operetta.

On July 11, a Lehar Festival is 

planned to begin in the town with 

the Austrian national post releasing 

a special stamp.

Lehar was born in Komárom in 

1870 and he died in Bad Ischl in 

1948. His most famous operettas 

include the Merry Widow and The 

Land of Smiles.


