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The number of Covid-19 patients being treated in hospital is increasing, with 927 people hospitalised out of 2,500 confirmed 

cases, 56 of whom are on ventilators, Cecília Müller told an online press conference of the operative board coordinating the 

response to the epidemic. Fully 57% of those diagnosed are women and 43% are men, she said. The number of fatalities 

has increased to 272. Fully 256 were above the age of 60 and most of them suffered from chronic underlying diseases. 

Eight of the people who deceased were between the age of 50 and 59, six were 40-49 and two 30-39, she added. The 

recommendations of the World Health Organisation on repeat tests are being followed, she said, adding that most people 

are tested twice but those working in “critical infrastructure” such as health care are tested more often. Outpatients are 

released only after two negative test results and if there are no longer any symptoms of the virus, she said. She added that 

the reproduction rate of the virus in Hungary was below 1.0 thanks to the measures introduced

The number of people infected with novel coronavirus is rising in Hungary, but the 
curve of the epidemic can be kept flat thanks to the effective controls, the chief 
medical officer said on Sunday.

EPIDEMIC CURVE ‘CAN BE KEPT FLAT’
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Priest delivers Mass in Előszálás, C Hungary, to worshippers in their cars
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HOSPITALS EXPANDING 
CAPACITY

Hospitals nationwide are expanding 

their bed capacity in preparation for 

the phase of mass illnesses koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Sunday morning. 

Currently 9,589 people are officially 

in home quarantine. The number of 

officially accredited tests stands at 

63,505. Hungary is still in the stage 

in which the infection is spread in 

the community through personal 

contact, the website said. Budapest 

tops the table in terms of the number 

of infections (1,274 people), followed 

by Pest County (350), Fejér county (251) 

and Győr-Moson-Sopron county (75). 

Békés County has the fewest (13).

OPERATIVE BOARD: 
POLICE ACTION AGAINST 
CURFEW VIOLATIONS  
AT RECORD HIGH

Police had to take record action 1,905 

times against violators of curfew 

restrictions this weekend, Tibor Lakatos, 

the head of the emergency centre of 

the operative board that coordinates 

the response to the epidemic, said. 

The virus is transmitting slower than 

originally expected but “we must 

not be irresponsible,” he told a press 

conference. In addition to the central 

government restrictions, regulations 

introduced by local mayors at the 

weekend must also be observed, he said. 

These serve to prevent group gatherings 

in public places and to limit the use of 

public transport. The epidemic is far 

from over but some restrictions may 

soon be eased in a cautious and gradual 

manner, he said, adding that the rate of 

virus transmission and the number of 

patients in a serious condition would 

be the main factors in determining any 

easing of restrictions. 

FIDESZ CALLS ON 
OPPOSITION TO ‘STOP 
SPREADING FAKE NEWS’

The ruling Fidesz party has rejected 

opposition claims regarding its 

response to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic and called on the opposition 

parties to “stop spreading fake news”. 

In a video posted on Facebook, Fidesz 

communications chief István Hollik 

insisted that the opposition “has 

decided to continue its politically 

motivated attacks as if nothing 

had happened”. Regarding the 

Democratic Coalition’s (DK) claim that 

testing for the virus is insufficient in 

Hungary, Hollik said the country has 

outperformed threefold the World 

Health Organisation’s guidelines 

regarding testing among the contacts 

of those infected. Hollik called the 

Párbeszéd party’s claim that Hungary’s 

Covid-19 death rate is the highest 

in the world “untrue”, adding that 

Hungary’s death toll is in fact below 

EU average and a fraction of that in 

Belgium, France or Sweden.

Concerning the retirement home in 

Budapest’s Pesti Road, where 27 people 

died and some 300 had been infected 

with the virus, Hollik insisted that 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony kept 

“dodging responsibility”. The authorities 

have conducted three inspections within 

the past two days, and found no doctors 

present on either occasion, he said.

At another press conference, Hollik 

said Karácsony should “stick to the law”, 

adding that “lives depend on what he 

does”. He said it was “shocking and sad” 

that the Budapest municipality that 

runs the nursing home on Pesti Road 

had not upheld the legal requirement 

that a medical practitioner should be 

on the premises at all times. He insisted 

that the care home is now at the heart 

of the epidemic in Hungary, with more 

than half of its nearly 500 residents 

having become infected, while dozens 

have died. Government inspections 

have shown the shortcoming on 

a number of occasions, yet the 

mayor has consistently denied it, he 

added. Karácsony should observe 

all laws rather than resort to posting 

documents on social media, Hollik said.

Answering a journalist’s question, 

the ruling party politician insisted 

that government measures to 

contain the epidemic were effective, 

and international comparative data 

confirmed this. There are far fewer 

deaths in terms of the population here 

than the European average, he added.

NÉMETH: HUNGARY 
EPIDEMIC RESPONSE LAW 
CONSISTENT  
WITH EUROPEAN NORMS

Hungary’s law which enhances 

government powers to tackle the 
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novel coronavirus epidemic and 

parliament’s legislative activities 

are fully in line with the country’s 

constitution and do not violate any 

European norms, Zsolt Németh, the 

head of parliament’s foreign affairs 

committee, said on Friday. Németh 

responded in a letter to Rik Daems, 

head of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Council of Europe (PACE), who 

earlier this week warned against 

the violation of democratic norms 

when responding to the coronavirus 

epidemic at a national level and 

making those measures permanent. 

In his statement, Daems criticised the 

measures implemented by Hungary as 

“grossly disproportionate”.

Németh said in his letter that 

both he and Speaker of Parliament 

László Kövér had earlier briefed the 

head of the assembly on Hungary’s 

response measures and the state 

of democracy in the country. He 

insisted that the epidemic response 

law and parliament’s activities 

were “fully in line” with Hungary’s 

constitution and consistent with 

European norms, “as pointed out 

by Věra Jourová, the European 

Commission’s vice-president in 

charge of transparency and values”. 

Further, the Hungarian government 

has joined the ranks of EU member 

states that say response measures to 

the epidemic should be temporary 

and must respect the principle of the 

rule of law, he added.

Németh said the government had 

been certain that the letter about 

the functions of parliament, the 

EU commissioner’s statement and 

Hungary’s commitment to making 

the special measures temporary 

had “clearly indicated” the country’s 

dedication to democratic principles. 

Németh added that he was 

“surprised” to see that Daems had 

singled out Hungary in his statement 

as being “the only European 

cabinet” to have implemented 

measures which he considered 

“grossly disproportionate”. He said 

special measures implemented 

by the governments of Croatia, 

Cyprus, Greece, Lithuania, Malta, the 

Netherlands, Poland and Slovenia also 

did not have time limits. In addition, 

Malta and Croatia have not even 

scheduled regular reviews for the 

status of their regulations, Németh 

argued. Meanwhile, the Italian, Slovak, 

Estonian and Slovenian governments 

have the power to extend their states 

of emergency without approval from 

parliament, he said. Romania, Bulgaria 

and Poland have introduced stricter 

measures than Hungary, Németh said, 

adding that certain countries had 

even amended their penal codes. Yet 

Hungary is not calling these measures 

“disproportionate”, Németh said, 

arguing that such a conclusion could 

not be reached without an extensive 

analysis of the regulations introduced 

by those countries. Németh called 

on Daems to refrain from expressing 

opinions “that are not backed up by 

an in-depth and detailed analysis” in 

the future and to “return to the honest 

and open dialogue” expected from 

the bodies of the Council of Europe.

KOVÁCS REJECTS NGO’S 
CRITICISM

Zoltán Kovács, state secretary for 

international communications and 

relations, on Friday rejected critical 

remarks by the head of the Human 

Rights Watch concerning the 

Hungarian government’s coronavirus-

related measures. In an article 

published on website EUObserver, 

Kovács said that the Hungarian 

measures have so far been effective 

in flattening the curve of the epidemic. 

Kenneth Roth, managing director 

of HRW, recently suggested that the 

Hungarian government had taken 

authoritarian measures and was taking 

advantage of the epidemic to enhance 

its powers further. 

“While the director of Human Rights 

Watch gazes at his navel in Geneva, 

fretting about ‘authoritarian rot,’ the 

Hungarian people look for a steady 

hand at the rudder to navigate this 

storm,” Kovács said in his article. 

“They also conveniently omit the fact 

that many EU states have imposed a 

state of emergency and some given 

the government sweeping powers,” 

the state secretary added. Kovács 

insisted that critics of the Hungarian 

government were aided and abetted 

by Hungarian liberals, adding that 

they had no evidence to support their 

position. “At a time when the action of 

sovereign national governments have 

proven effective, it’s time to stop the 

globalist rot undermining European 

solidarity,” he wrote.
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DK SUES GOVT FOR INFO 
ON NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
TESTED

The opposition Democratic Coalition is 

filing a lawsuit with the aim of forcing 

the government to reveal how many 

people have been tested for novel 

coronavirus in Hungary. DK’s director 

László Sebián-Petrovszki told an 

online press conference that despite 

an official website announcing the 

number of samples taken each day, it 

is suspected that the actual number 

of people tested is only a fraction of 

the number of samples taken. If it is 

true that every testing is repeated 3-4 

times, then the officially announced 

figure of some 60,000 samples taken 

only translates to 15-20,000 people, 

he said. This would mean that there 

is “virtually no screening”, and the 

government has no idea about the real 

number of people infected, he added. 

“If the government wants to restart 

the economy, this is not a matter of 

indifference” he said.

Sebián-Petrovszki said DK at first 

submitted a request for data in the 

public interest to the national public 

health centre, but Chief Public Health 

Officer Cecília Müller had “cynically” 

advised the party to consult the official 

website, which does not include the 

information requested. So the party 

has decided to sue to government and 

wants to force the operative board in 

charge of coordinating the response 

to the epidemic to release how many 

people were tested, he noted.

Meanwhile DK also called on the 

government not to drive the country 

to indebtedness through a planned 

forex bond issue. Klára Dobrev, 

MEP of the opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) and vice-president of 

the European Parliament, said Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán had “instructed 

his people to take out a forex loan 

worth 4 billion euros for Hungary” 

at a time of an “unprecedented 

weakening of the forint”. 

On Thursday, national state debt 

manager ÁKK announced that it had 

changed its 2020 financing plan in line 

with the government’s increasing the 

country’s deficit target from 1% to 2.7% 

of GDP. Under the changes, the ÁKK 

would increase the cap for its forex 

bond issue scheme from 1 billion to 

4 billion euros.  

JOBBIK DEMANDS 
MPS DEBATE SCHOOL 
GRADUATION EXAMS 

The opposition Jobbik party is 

demanding that MPs debate its 

proposal to cancel school graduation 

exams this year and offer students 

grades based on their performance 

in school. Deputy party leader Balázs 

Ander told an online press conference 

that it was “mad” to hold the exams 

“at the peak of the virus”. “We don’t 

want the health of 83,000 students, 

their parents, grandparents, teachers 

and school staff to be endangered.” 

The governments of several countries, 

including Britain, France, The 

Netherlands, Austria and Slovakia have 

already decided that students won’t 

need to sit the exams, and grades will 

be offered based on averages in every 

subject. Students who would rather sit 

the exam should be offered this option 

under strict conditions, Ander said.

SOCIALISTS: EU ‘SHOULD 
PUT MORE RESOURCES 
INTO PUBLIC HEALTH’

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi has sent a 

letter to the European Commission and 

European Council presidents, calling 

for more resources from the common 

EU budget to be spent on public 

health. Ujhelyi told an online press 

conference that EU direct spending 

on public health now amounts to 450 

million euros. Before the coronavirus 

epidemic, 413 million euros had been 

set aside for the next seven years, he 

said, adding that this was a drop in 

the ocean. He said the EU would not 

be able to handle a similar situation 

to the current one with such measly 

resources in the budget for the next 

seven years. With greater resources, the 

EU would be able to improve public 

health, prevent epidemics and finance 

research and development, he said, 

adding that dozens of lawmakers from 

the EPP, the Greens and the Liberals 

had joined an initiative to boost health 

spending in Europe.

Meanwhile, Ujhelyi insisted that 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán had 

falsely claimed that Hungary had not 

received help from the EU to fight 

the epidemic. He said twelve EU 

instruments worth at least 1,000 billion 
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forints in EU funds were available to the 

Hungarian government for health care 

and dealing with the economic fallout 

of the epidemic. Money in principle 

is available to the government to 

compensate people for lost wages, 

for providing jobless benefits up to 

nine months, for hiking the wages of 

health-care staff, and restarting the 

economy, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
HELPS N MACEDONIA, 
VATICAN

Hungary took delivery of 4.6 million 

pairs of gloves, 1.15 million face 

masks, parts needed to operate 

500 ventilators and hundreds of 

coronavirus tests from China, the 

foreign minister said. Hungary 

has helped North Macedonia by 

arranging the shipment of masks and 

other supplies in one of four planes 

that arrived in Budapest from China, 

Péter Szijjártó said. The shipment will 

be transported to North Macedonia 

on Monday, he said. Meanwhile 

Hungary has also transported 50,000 

face masks to the Vatican. 

MASKS COMPULSORY IN 
BUDAPEST FROM APRIL 27

Passengers using public transport in 

Budapest will have to wear a mask or 

cover their face with a scarf from April 27, 

the Budapest Public Transport Company 

(BKV) said. Municipal rules on masks will 

also apply to people while shopping 

or travelling in a taxi. The rule does 

not apply to children under the age 

of six, people who have a disease that 

physically prevents them from wearing 

a mask, or those suffering from asthma.

DEUTCH: UNITY  
OF EPP, STRENGTHENING 
ITS POLITICAL POWER 
PARAMOUNT

Maintaining the unity of the European 

People’s Party (EPP) and strengthening 

its political power should be the party 

family’s most important goals, Fidesz 

MEP Tamás Deutsch has said in a letter 

to Polish MEP Radosław Sikorski. The 

letter to the former Polish foreign 

minister was published by Hungarian 

media outlet Mandiner.

According to Mandiner, Sikorski 

argued that EPP leader Donald Tusk 

had not referred to Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán as a Nazi but had accused 

Polish and Hungarian “populists” of 

playing “cynical political games” and 

thereby sowing social divisions.

Deutsch said in his letter: “Is the 

use of offensive language and 

unsubstantiated allegations against a 

political leader not a prime example 

of divisive behaviour?” He also 

questioned whether it would serve 

party unity by repeating “ideologically 

motivated” political attacks “against 

one of the EPP’s most successful prime 

ministers”. “Does this strengthen our 

political family?”

Deutsch argued that Christian 

Democratic, conservative parties had 

never profited from acceding to the 

expectations of the left wing. “We 

mustn’t allow our political opponents 

to define what counts as a good 

democrat. Greater independence of 

thinking and political courage would 

serve us well,” he wrote. Hopefully, 

once the pandemic is over, normal 

cooperation will be resumed “based 

on mutual respect”, he added.


