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The government will prepare a new set of regulations aimed at guaranteeing the protection of the most vulnerable elderly 

population and major cities, Gergely Gulyás told a regular online press briefing. The cabinet will review the new rules next 

Wednesday. It is “too early” to start easing certain restrictions as other countries have, such as sending children back to 

school, but the health-care sector is now at a level of preparedness that will allow for a gradual reopening of the economy 

under a strict schedule, he said, adding that May 3 was the earliest projected date for the virus to peak and that the health 

authorities would have to apply the strictest possible protective measures at that point. It is impossible to predict the 

exact day on which the virus would peak, he said, but stringent preparedness will be maintained over the coming weeks. 

Hungary is keeping an eye on international epidemic response practices, mainly those implemented in Germany and 

Austria, Gulyás said, adding that the time left until May 3 would be enough to prepare for a massive increase in infections.

The government is extending the timeframe of restrictions on movement introduced 
to combat the novel coronavirus epidemic until May 3, the head of the Prime 
Minister’s Office said.

rESTriCTiONS EXTENDED TO MAY 3

Coronavirus updates

Hungary FM, Croatia minister  
hold talks at border

KSH publishes Jan-Feb 2020 
demography figures

Energy supplier MVM donates 
equipment for digital education, 
coronavirus response 
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President János Áder and First Lady Anita Herczeg donate blood
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GUlYÁS: GOVT prEpAriNG 
FOr THE WOrST

The head of the Prime Minister’s Office 

said the decision to order hospitals to 

vacate 50% of their beds and have 

8,000 functioning ventilators ready 

had been a “strictly professional one”, 

adding that the government was 

prepared for a worst-case scenario. 

Regarding the course of the epidemic 

in Hungary, Gergely Gulyás said it 

would take weeks after the peak 

expected on May 3 to level off, and 

modelling indicated that it would 

recede in waves. Until a vaccine 

is developed, “we will have to live 

with the virus one way or another”, 

he said, adding that virologists 

expected a second wave to appear 

in September-October.  Answering 

a question on making wearing face 

masks compulsory, Gulyás said it was 

up to the operative board to make 

such a decision. Compulsory face 

coverings are ordered for the most 

part in enclosed spaces such as shops 

and public transport in other countries, 

he noted. Regarding accepting gravely 

ill coronavirus patients from other 

countries, Gulyás said there were no 

such plans as yet. Hungary will be 

happy to help others once it is in a 

position to do so without endangering 

its own citizens’ security and health, 

he said. Commenting on the quality of 

available protective gear, Gulyás said 

most items suited their purpose. He 

added that some 2% of masks have 

been forwarded to ethnic Hungarians 

beyond the borders and to other 

countries. He said he was unable to 

provide an exact figure concerning the 

level of infections among health staff. 

He added, however, that the Hungarian 

average was in line with international 

figures, or around 10%.

Meanwhile, he noted that Hungary’s 

parliament -- unlike those of other 

countries or even the European 

Parliament -- has been meeting 

regularly since the start of the 

outbreak. The cabinet regularly briefs 

the legislature on the status of its 

epidemic response measures, and the 

opposition has had the chance to voice 

its criticisms, he said.

On the jobs front, Gulyás noted 

51,000 people have filed for 

unemployment benefit since March 

11, with the number of job vacancies 

falling to 44,000. At the same time, that 

the government’s recent economic 

protection measures had helped slow 

job losses, he added.

As regards school graduation, he 

said all conditions were in place to 

hold exams safely and in written form 

on May 4. Organising the exams was 

not a matter of prestige or politics 

but a professional one, Gulyás said, 

adding that the public education 

state secretary will hold consultations 

with every side, including the parent 

and student organisations, as well as 

relevant trade unions, he said. The 

exams may be delayed by two or three 

weeks if necessary, he added.

Regarding remarks made by 

Vera Jourová, the Vice-President 

of the European Commission 

and commissioner for values and 

transparency, Gulyás welcomed that 

“the commissioner nominated by 

liberal parties, who has often criticised 

Hungary, has conceded that Hungarian 

measures are in line with EU law”. 

This will not end the dispute, Gulyás 

warned, “as criticism [against Hungary] 

has never been based on facts but an 

inclination to criticise, hate and despise 

the country and the government.”  

Commenting on the economy, he 

said the government had already taken 

over the payment of several hundred 

thousand forints of wage costs on 

behalf of employers and regulations 

were amended after consultations 

with companies. Consultations, he 

added, will continue and changes will 

be made if necessary, but the current 

form of support is already good tool 

for handling unemployment-related 

problems in a way that does not 

involve paying benefits.

He said no changes have been 

made to inflation projections. An 

important decision has been made 

concerning pensioners and instead 

of taking away a month’s pension 

from them, as it happened during 

crisis in the past, they will get back 

the 13th month pension. This also 

demonstrates that the government 

wants recovery from the crisis not 

through austerity. Commenting on 

whether the extension of eligibility 

for job-seekers’ benefits has been 

considered, he said the cabinet 

believes benefits should be a last 

resort and help should be given 

instead by offering work and jobs.
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14 NEW FATAliTiES, 
NUMBEr OF rEGiSTErED 
CASES riSES TO 2,284

Another 14 elderly patients suffering 

from chronic diseases have died in 

Hungary and the number of registered 

novel coronavirus infections has risen 

by 116 to 2,284, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Thursday morning. So far, 

there have been 239 fatalities and 

390 people have left hospital after 

recovery.

There are 850 people in hospital, 61 

of whom are treated on ventilators.

Fully 10,942 people are in home 

quarantine. So far, 55,390 coronavirus 

tests have been conducted at 

accredited laboratories. 

Budapest has the highest number 

of infections (1,173), followed by Pest 

County (317) and Fejér county (213).

Meanwhile, Hungary on Thursday 

took delivery of 1.5 million face 

masks, 1 million coronavirus test 

kits, 70 ventilators and hundreds 

of parts needed for running them, 

the foreign minister told MTI. The 

shipments were transported in three 

planes and two lorries, Péter Szijjártó 

said. The minister praised the efforts 

of Hungary’s health-care staff in 

containing the virus in the country, 

saying that the government had 

a responsibility to keep supplying 

them with the equipment they need 

to perform their jobs. The volume of 

deliveries from China is expected to 

remain around these levels over the 

coming weeks and months, he said.

FiDESZ, CHriSTDEM MEpS 
WriTE OpEN lETTEr TO 
Epp prESiDENT

Ruling Fidesz MEPs Tamás Deutsch and 

Balázs Hidvéghi and co-ruling Christian 

Democrat MEP György Hölvényi have 

published an open letter on Fidesz’s 

website addressed to president of the 

European People’s Party Donald Tusk.

“We have learned with astonishment 

that in a recent Spiegel interview 

you basically called the Hungarian 

Prime Minister a Nazi,” the open letter 

published in English said. “We hereby 

express our profound indignation and 

categorically reject your statement,” 

they added. The MEPs said that 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

had “never said or done anything 

to deserve such parallels”. They 

added that “political disagreements 

are a normal phenomenon in any 

democracy”. 

“However, calling a political 

opponent a Nazi without any 

justification has so far only been 

a well-known tool of the Left 

against conservative politicians and 

parties,” they said. “It is all the more 

disappointing to see the leader of 

a Christian-democratic party do 

the same.” “Calling someone a Nazi 

without justification is also a disgrace 

towards the millions of people – Jews 

and others – who suffered under Nazi 

terror,” the letter added. “We believe 

these comments go way too far and 

should be rectified,” they added, 

concluding the open letter.

CJEU ADVOCATE GENErAl: 
HUNGArY ‘UNlAWFUllY 
DETAiNiNG’ ASYlUM 
SEEKErS iN TrANSiT ZONE 

An advocate general of the Court 

of Justice of the European Union 

(CJEU) has said that accommodating 

asylum seekers in the transit zone on 

the Hungarian-Serbian border near 

the town of Röszke was equivalent 

to unlawful detention. Priit Pikamae 

issued an opinion regarding 

complaints raised by two Afghan and 

two Iranian nationals, who had been 

assigned the Röszke transit zone as 

temporary accommodation in 2018 

and 2019 and had been staying there 

since.

The Hungarian authorities had 

previously rejected the complainants’ 

asylum requests, saying they had 

entered the country from Serbia, 

a safe transit country. After Serbia 

refused to readmit them into its 

territory, the Hungarian authorities 

expelled the asylum seekers back to 

their homelands. Until then, the Röszke 

transit zone was assigned as temporary 

accommodation. The asylum seekers 

then brought a lawsuit to the Szeged 

court of labour and administration, 

saying their housing there constituted 

unlawful detention and asking for their 

asylum requests to be re-examined. 

Pikamae said asylum seekers placed 

in the transit zone, “are physically cut 

off from the outside world and forced 

to live in a situation of isolation”. 

Meanwhile, “departure from the 
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transit zone would, for asylum seekers, 

entail renunciation of the possibility of 

obtaining the international protection 

sought,” Pikamae said. 

Commenting on the opinion, 

Justice Minister Judit Varga said 

Hungarian regulations were in line 

with EU and international law. Varga 

said Hungary did not keep migrants 

accommodated in the transit zone in 

“detention” as they were free to leave 

towards Serbia at any time. Pikamae’s 

standpoint is “diametrically opposed” 

to the 2019 ruling of the European 

Court of Human Rights, in the case 

Ilias and Ahmed vs Hungary, which said 

the transit zone was not equivalent 

to detention, Varga said, noting that 

the Advocate General’s opinion is not 

binding on the European court. She 

said the government would continue 

to protect the borders of Hungary 

and Europe, and strive to prevent 

international migrant corridors from 

forming.

HUNGArY ‘HAS rECEiVED 
NO ADDiTiONAl EU 
FUNDiNG’

Hungary “has not received any 

additional funding” from the European 

Union for measures in connection 

with the novel coronavirus epidemic, 

an innovation and technology 

ministry official said. Press reports 

and “the opposition’s claims” about 

the allocation of 2,000 billion forints 

(EUR 5.6bn) in extra funding are “false”, 

Zsigmond Perényi, the state secretary 

in charge of EU development, told 

public news channel M1. The 7-year EU 

budget figures have not changed since 

being set, which means no change in 

allocations in Hungary’s case either, 

he said.

EU rules allow for an advance 

payment of funding for a member 

state which must repay the portion of 

the funding it has not used, Perényi 

said. However, it has been decided 

that the advance allocation would not 

need to be paid back, which in this 

form qualifies as an interest-free loan, 

he said, adding that “this will certainly 

help other countries”. The loan will 

however have to be “accounted for” 

when the EU is closing its seven-year 

budget period, Perényi said.

BUDApEST iNTl 
EUCHAriSTiC CONGrESS 
pOSTpONED 

The 52nd International Eucharistic 

Congress, originally scheduled 

to be held in Budapest between 

September 13 and 20, has been 

postponed due to the novel 

coronavirus pandemic, a Vatican 

spokesman said on Thursday. The 

congress is scheduled to be held 

in 2021, Matteo Bruni said.  The 

decision was made by Pope Francis 

in coordination with the Hungarian 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

and the Pontifical Committee for 

International Eucharistic Congresses, 

Bruni said.

Cardinal Péter Erdő, the head of the 

Hungarian Catholic Church, said that 

the postponed event would be held in 

September next year, adding that the 

exact date would be decided on in the 

next few days. In an interview to public 

broadcaster M1, the cardinal said the 

Vatican had decided to postpone other 

international events, too, such as the 

World Congress of Families from 2021 

to 2022, and the World Youth Meeting 

from 2022 to 2023, to prevent an 

overlap between those programmes. 

Erdő said he hoped that the Eucharistic 

Congress would no longer involve 

health risks next September, and 

that “optimism will have returned to 

people’s souls”. Over 50,000 people 

from nearly 100 countries worldwide 

had registered for the Budapest event 

before it was postponed.

BrUSSElS ClEArS DrAFT 
DECrEE TO SpEED Up pAKS 
ii GrOUNDWOrK

The European Commission has 

approved a draft of an amendment of 

a government decree on groundwork 

for the upgrade of the Paks nuclear 

power plant, János Süli, the minister 

without portfolio in charge of the 

project, said. The amendment to 

the decree is intended to allow the 

groundwork to start earlier, ensuring 

the conditions for continuous work at 

the site, Süli told MTI.

The amendment does not modify 

regulations or requirements, neither 

does it affect the rights of oversight 

authorities, he added. Hungary is 

building two more blocks at the Paks 

plant, the country’s only source of 

commercial nuclear power.
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SZiJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY, 
SErBiA rE-OpEN 3 
BOrDEr CrOSSiNGS FOr 
COMMUTErS 

Three crossing points have re-opened 

for commuters at the Hungarian-

Serbian border, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said on Facebook. Hungarian 

and Serbian nationals who work or 

have land to farm on the other side of 

the border can cross at Röszke, Tompa, 

and Hercegszántó.  Serbia introduced 

strict restrictions in response to the 

outbreak of the coronavirus epidemic 

banning passenger traffic at its borders, 

Szijjártó noted. The ban at the border 

has seriously affected many residents 

and local businesses in the border 

region, he noted. The policy apply to 

Hungarian and Serbian nationals living 

within a 50km distance of the border. 

Meanwhile, he said Hungary’s OTP 

Bank and oil and gas company MOL 

would both play key roles in reopening 

the Serbian and Hungarian economies. 

In addition, the government will carry 

on with its economic development 

scheme in Serbia’s northern Vojvodina 

region which has so far generated 86 

billion forints’ (EUR 240.9m) worth of 

investments, Szijjártó said.

The two countries will continue 

with the upgrades of the Budapest-

Belgrade and the Szeged-Subotica-

Baja railway lines, he said. Construction 

of the gas corridor that will transport 

gas to Hungary from Turkey via Bulgaria 

and Serbia is also ongoing, he said, 

adding that the Hungarian section of 

the pipeline is set to be completed by 

October 2021. Hungary’s Eximbank 

has opened a 120 million euro credit 

line to help boost cooperation among 

Hungarian and Serbian businesses, 

Szijjártó said.

Asked about the situation of ethnic 

Hungarian secondary school students 

from Vojvodina who are scheduled to 

take their school-leaving exams, he said 

they would be given the opportunity 

to take their exams in Hungary.

MErCEDES TO GrADUAllY 
rESTArT prODUCTiON AT 
HUNGArY BASE

Mercedes-Benz will gradually 

restart production at its car plant 

in Kecskemét, in central Hungary, 

from April 28. The plant will reopen 

parallel with the introduction of 

strict hygiene and health protection 

measures to ensure workers’ safety 

and prevent the spread of the 

coronavirus. Production at the 

plant in Kecskemét was suspended 

on March 20. The plant’s workers all 

received their base salaries during 

the shutdown. Mercedes employs 

more than 4,400 people at its 

Kecskemét plant.

OVEr 150 HUNGAriANS iN 
EU VS VirUS iNNOVATiON 
COMpETiTiON 

Hungary’s innovation and 

technology ministry and the 

Design Terminal are supporting the 

participation of over 150 Hungarian 

contestants in a creative online 

competition aimed at finding 

innovative solutions to tackling 

social challenges around the 

novel coronavirus epidemic. The 

competition, dubbed EU vs Virus, 

held April 24-26, is being organised 

by the European Commission and 

the European Innovation Council. It 

is aimed at building links between 

innovators, investors, and social 

partners to come up with solutions in 

the areas of health, distance working 

and learning, as well as social and 

political cohesion, ensuring smooth 

electronic business operations and 

digital finance.


