
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U  ¬  W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

APRIL 22, 2020
MORNING ISSUE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

AM

So far, there have been 213 fatalities and 287 people have left hospital after recovery. Currently there are 842 people in 

hospital, 82 of whom require ventilation. Fully 11,172 people are in home quarantine. So far, 50,052 coronavirus tests have 

been conducted at accredited laboratories. Budapest has the highest number of infections (1,082), followed by Pest County 

(293) and Fejér county (175).

Meanwhile, Cecília Müller, the chief medical officer, warned during an online news conference that the projection that 

the virus will peak around May 3 did not mean that the epidemic would end on that day, noting that it was impossible to 

know how long the plateau would last.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has said Hungary had to prepare for long-term efforts to contain the epidemic. “This 

challenge will be with us for a long time, so we will have to keep importing protective gear for doctors and nurses,” he 

said. On Tuesday, four planes delivered 4.9 million face masks, 2 million gloves, 193,000 protective suits and 170,000 test 

kits from China to Hungary, Szijjártó said.

Another 14 elderly patients suffering from chronic diseases have died in Hungary 
and the number of registered novel coronavirus infections has risen by 114 to 2,098, 
koronavirus.gov.hu said.

HUNGARY CORONAVIRUS CASES PASS 2,000
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Cheese from Győr-Moson-Sopron county, the first Hungarian cheese to be 
given the EU’s protected geographical status

http://hungarymatters.hu/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

APRIL 22, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
DEATH TOLL AT PESTI RD 
HOME REACHES 27

So far, 27 residents have died in an 

elderly care home in Budapest’s 

eastern suburbs, the chief medical 

officer told an online press conference, 

adding that in a second round of 

testing another 58 residents and 4 

employees proved infected with the 

novel coronavirus. Cecília Müller said 

that those infected will be isolated 

within the facility in Pesti Road. She 

added that elderly home residents 

treated in hospital cannot be released 

before two consecutive samples 

come back negative. So far, the virus 

has spread to 20 retirement homes, 

three of which have a relatively high 

case count, she said. Only a couple 

of people are infected in the rest of 

the homes, Müller said, adding that 

those residents would be monitored 

for symptoms. Müller said that homes 

for the elderly were being inspected 

nationwide, and health authorities 

would soon start disinfecting them in 

cooperation with the army.

Meanwhile, she said the head of 

the local office of the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) had recently 

assessed the status of the epidemic 

in Hungary and had backed the testing 

methods employed by the health 

authorities. Müller cited the head of the 

office as saying that coronavirus testing 

in Hungary was widespread enough. 

Hungary tests 30 people around every 

confirmed Covid-19 patient compared 

with the WHO’s recommendation of 

ten tests, she added.

Speaking at the same press 

conference, a spokesman for the board 

coordinating Hungary’s response to the 

epidemic, said that the time for guest 

workers on their way from Ukraine, 

Romania and Serbia to Western Europe 

has been restricted to a daily four 

hours at Záhony, Nagylak and Röszke 

border stations. The workers cannot 

leave designated transit routes while 

in Hungary, and the time for them 

to cross the western border has also 

been restricted, Róbert Kiss said. The 

authorities have so far taken action over 

the violation of curfew rules in 27,497 

instances, he said.

MARUZSA: SCHOOL-
LEAVING EXAMS MAY BE 
MOVED TO NEW DATES

School graduation exams will go ahead 

but the dates they are taken may be 

changed if the state of the epidemic 

justifies doing so, a government 

education official has said. State 

secretary of public education Zoltán 

Maruzsa said in a video message that 

organising exams amid the flux of the 

epidemic presented serious challenges 

to everyone, including students, 

teachers, parents and administrators, 

but success was contingent on 

working together. A way has been 

found to hold the exams in the safest 

way possible, he said, adding that 

they will be confined to written tests 

and everyone will be provided with 

protective gear. “If epidemiological 

factors justify moving the date, the 

relevant decision will be made,” 

Maruzsa said.

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said in a Facebook video message late 

on Monday that public transport in 

Budapest will operate at full capacity 

during the exams. The mayor said 

he had instructed the Budapest 

Transport Centre (BKK) to assess where 

and when would greater demand 

for public transport services be 

expected during the exams. He said it 

remained however a question why the 

government had decided to arrange 

for the school-leaving exams to begin 

on May 4, if the prime minister was 

expecting the coronavirus epidemic 

to peak at around that time.

Meanwhile, a recent survey 

by Századvég found that 80% of 

Hungarians say the written school-

leaving exams should be held at the 

usual time in early May, with strict 

security restrictions. The pollster 

told MTI that 85% of right-leaning 

respondents had the same opinion, 

while that ratio was 77% among 

both centrist and leftist respondents. 

The report noted that the rectors of 

Hungarian universities had expressed 

support for going ahead with the tests, 

saying that the examinations could 

“yield more objective results than 

marks composed of grades earned in 

previous years”. They also added that 

the final exam in most cases serves as 

a university entrance exam.

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has launched an online petition 

for the postponement of the exams, 
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party leader Ferenc Gyurcsány said on 

his Facebook page, calling it a “mad 

decision” to hold the exams at “the 

peak of the epidemic”.

GOVT OFFICIAL PRAISES 
S HUNGARY EPIDEMIC 
HOSPITAL

Inspecting the newly built epidemic 

hospital in Kiskunhalas, in southern 

Hungary, Zoltán Kovács, the 

state secretary for international 

communication and relations, hailed 

the building’s swift completion as a 

“feat of engineering”. The temporary 

hospital capable of housing 150 

patients is a “testament” to the skills 

Hungarians possess when it comes 

to building and equipping hospitals, 

Kovács said.

He said the government had acted 

in a timely manner to implement the 

necessary preventative measures and 

restrictions with a view to slowing 

down the spread of the virus. He 

added that it was “exactly thanks to 

these timely measures that Hungary 

is holding its own in an international 

comparison” in terms of its coronavirus 

infection curve, the number of 

confirmed cases, patients and deaths. 

At the same time, he warned that 

though the government’s response 

to the epidemic has been successful 

in ensuring that the virus in Hungary 

was spreading slower than elsewhere, 

there were no guarantees against a 

sudden explosion of cases that would 

require the availability of tens of 

thousands of hospital beds.

Kovács noted that the construction 

of the container hospital had been 

part of a response to a sudden rise 

in coronavirus cases. Built on the 

premises of the Kiskunhalas prison, it 

will serve as a prison hospital after the 

epidemic subsides, he said.

FACE MASKS MANDATORY 
IN BUDAPEST SHOPS, 
MARKETS, TAXIS  
FROM MONDAY

Starting next Monday, people using 

shops, markets and taxis in Budapest 

will be mandated to wear face masks 

or otherwise cover their faces as part of 

the protection efforts against the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony said in a video posted on 

Facebook. The mayor noted that the 

Budapest government had earlier 

ordered passengers of public transport 

to wear masks from Monday. International 

experience shows that neglecting face 

covers in enclosed spaces enhances the 

danger of being infected, he said. The 

Budapest public transport authority 

BKK is distributing 60,000 face masks 

to passengers, the authority has said. 

The Hungarian Reformed Church Aid is 

joining the campaign and will give out 

a further 30,000 masks, it said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EC PRESIDENT, 
EU COMMISSIONER 
‘TAKING REVENGE’  
ON HUNGARY

European Council President Charles 

Michel and EU Justice Commissioner 

Didier Reynders “are waging a revenge 

campaign” against Hungary over the 

issue of migration, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said. Szijjártó said on 

Facebook that the previous Belgian 

government, headed by Michel and 

including Reynders, had lost power 

over its support for the UN’s global 

migration compact, which Hungary 

had strongly rejected. “We were the 

ones to draw Europe’s attention to 

what the United Nations was up 

to at the end of 2018. The Belgian 

government then fell apart because 

its coalition parties could not reach an 

agreement on what position to take on 

the compact,” he said. “This has been 

frustrating Charles Michel and Didier 

Reynders ever since,” Szijjártó said, 

adding that the two Belgian politicians 

were “attacking Hungary for personal 

reasons”.

JOBBIK CALLS FOR END  
TO ‘EMPTYING’ HOSPITALS

The opposition Jobbik called for an 

end to what deputy leader László 

György Lukács called “emptying” 

hospitals of patients, following a 

government decree ordering hospitals 

to free 60% of beds for potential 

patients infected with the novel 

coronavirus.  Lukács insisted 

that patients were often discharged 

without a home to return to or put 

into the care of family members 

“basically without further treatment”. 

The measure harms thousands of 

elderly, chronically ill people whose 

care could only be ensured within a 
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hospital, he said. Lukács also rejected 

the decision to call doctors above 65 

years of age back to work, saying they 

were in the demographic group most 

endangered by Covid-19. He called on 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán to sack 

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler, saying that the minister’s “bad 

decisions should have cost him his 

position long ago”. He insisted that 

the special powers granted to the 

government for the duration of the 

state of emergency meant that Orbán 

was “directly responsible” for those 

decisions.

DK CALLS FOR NATIONWIDE 
CORONAVIRUS TESTING

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government to 

immediately begin mass testing for the 

novel coronavirus across the country. 

Whereas other countries in the region 

have managed to keep the fatality rate 

among Covid-19 patients below 5.5%, 

in Hungary, more than 10% of patients 

have died, DK’s Zoltán Komáromi told 

an online press conference. But despite 

calls from opposition parties and the 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 

for Hungary to ramp up testing of 

suspected coronavirus cases, this 

has yet to happen, Komáromi said. 

The authorities have so far carried 

out just over 50,000 tests, he said. 

Hungary’s neighbouring countries 

are conducting 10,000-15,000 tests a 

day, while the number of tests done 

in a day in Hungary has only once 

exceeded 3,000, Komáromi added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: CLOSER 
HUNGARY-AUSTRIA TIES 
ON HORIZON

Hungary and Austria will develop 

an even closer cooperation to ease 

ramifications of the coronavirus 

epidemic and help revive the 

economy, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. After a teleconference 

with Alexander Schallenberg, his 

Austrian counterpart, Szijjártó said 

on Facebook that the two countries 

would open a new border crossing 

on Wednesday, between Fertőrákos, 

in Hungary, and St. Margarethen 

in Burgenland (Szentmargitbá   

nya). He noted that commuters to 

work needed alternative routes. 

The minister said that the bilateral 

agreement with Austria concerning 

freight traffic, was working well, and 

noted the importance of ensuring 

smooth retail supplies.

Parties at the talks discussed 

major challenges for the European 

Union, including migration, 

Szijjártó said, adding that the two 

governments’ positions were “very 

similar” and that “illegal migration 

must be stemmed rather than 

managed”. He insisted that the 

Hungarian government was helping 

countries in the western Balkans in 

their fight against the epidemic so 

that they can tackle a possible wave 

of migration in the future.

CBANK DEPUTY LEADER 
CALLS FOR INCREASED 
LENDING

Increasing lending is “the only 

reasonable move” banks could take 

amid the coronavirus epidemic, 

Márton Nagy, deputy governor 

of the central bank, told an online 

conference. As opposed to the 2008 

financial crisis, the current situation 

calls for “an anti-cyclical banking 

system”, he said, adding that both the 

government and the National Bank 

of Hungary were ready to provide 

support to banks. Nagy said that 

“a pro-cyclical approach” by banks, 

rather than lending, would but 

further deepen the crisis.


