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The cabinet will continue to review the regulation at its Wednesday meetings before determining whether restrictions can 

be eased or should be tightened, Gergely Gulyás told an online press briefing. The public will be updated on the status 

of the restrictions during the regular government press briefings on Thursdays, he added. Local mayors have again been 

given special authority for this coming weekend to impose their own restrictions in their municipalities, Gulyás said. He 

said the measures implemented by mayors for the Easter holidays had succeeded in preventing large gatherings.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said the government has so far spent 500 billion forints (EUR 1.4bn) on buying protective equipment 

and making other preparations in connection with the epidemic. 

He said the aim was to ensure that the country’s health-care system is able to cope with a “massive increase” in infections, 

adding that this was the reason behind the instruction to hospitals to set aside a proportion of beds for coronavirus patients.

The government is extending the timeframe of restrictions on movement introduced 
to combat the novel coronavirus epidemic for another week from Saturday, the head 
of the Prime Minister’s Office has said.

GOVT EXTENDS rESTriCTiONS FOr ANOTHEr WEEK

Ep holds plenary session 
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Justice minister pays tribute on Hungarian Holocaust Remembrance Day
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GUlYÁS COMMENTS 
EXAMS, HOSpiTAl 
CApACiTY, ECONOMiC 
MEASUrES

The head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, Gergely Gulyás, told an online 

media briefing that school-leaving 

exams will start on May 4 and will 

for the most part comprise written 

tests only. Only students who require 

exam scores for their higher education 

applications will be eligible to sit the 

exams, Gulyás, said, adding that this 

concerned 83,000 students. The 

exam will be organised over a period 

of around two weeks. No more than 

ten students should take exams in the 

same classroom at any one time so 

that a distance of 1.5 metres can be 

maintained between them, he said. 

Oral exams will only be organised for 

subjects for which written tests are 

not an option, Gulyás said, adding 

that a total of 3,178 students will be 

taking oral exams. However, students 

also have the option of postponing 

their exams to the autumn, the PM’s 

Office chief said. He added, at the 

same time, that cancelling the exams 

altogether would have resulted in “a 

chaotic situation around the higher 

education application process that 

we cannot afford”. Concerning school 

closures, Gulyás said the government is 

assessing the situation on a daily basis. 

He noted that the government decided 

to maintain restrictions introduced in 

mid-March, adding that “the time has 

not yet come” to reopen schools. 

As regards economic measures, he 

said the deadline to file tax returns 

will be extended to Sept. 30. Retailers 

using online cash tills linked to the 

tax office will be required to provide 

an electronic payment option to 

customers from Jan. 1 next year, Gulyás 

said, adding, however that there would 

be no restrictions on the use of cash.  

Also, the government will lower the 

VAT rate for home construction at 

brownfield sites to 5% from 27%, 

he said. The government has also 

decided to require companies to pay 

a monthly health-care contribution for 

all employees, even ones on unpaid 

leave, Gulyás said. The cabinet has 

also approved lowering the social 

contribution tax to 15.5% from 17.5% 

as of July 1, he said, adding that the 

measure would save businesses a 

combined 160 billion forints.

Gulyás said the government is 

regrouping hundreds of billions 

of forints in funding from various 

ministries and the prime minister’s 

office to finance the country’s 

economic protection fund. He 

said the government looked at the 

economic data from week to week 

and kept abreast of the resumption of 

operations in the economy. Currently 

the economy is haemorrhaging around 

200 billion forints a week and there’s 

a 2 percentage point decline in GDP 

each month, he added. Commenting 

on which kinds of companies are 

eligible for wage subsidies, he said 

talks with commerce chambers are 

ongoing, and, taking into consideration 

budget constraints, the government 

is taking various proposals on board, 

especially if job preservation and 

job creation are the likely outcome. 

The government, for example, has 

agreed to contribute to the earnings 

of part-time workers, he noted. Wage 

supplements are costing the state 60-

70 billion forints each month, Gulyás 

said, adding, at the same time, that 

they would also help save jobs and 

benefit the economy overall.

In response to a question, he said the 

government was weighing whether 

to broaden reductions to employee 

contributions to more sectors. Gulyás 

ruled out, however, measures that 

would lead to people relying on 

welfare benefits, saying that “that 

was the path taken by the [Socialist] 

Gyurcsány and Bajnai governments.”

Meanwhile, Gulyás said the Budapest 

municipality’s responsibility for 

problems in the capital’s elderly care 

homes “cannot be overlooked” but “the 

goal was to build a partnership with the 

municipalities, setting party politics 

aside”. He noted the interior ministry has 

been instructed to provide the homes 

in question with 500 coronavirus tests. 

Gulyás said epidemic measures 

may last “for months”, adding that the 

number of cases after the first wave 

could rise again. The transmission rate 

has slowed down and the number of 

new cases each day is close to peaking, 

he said, adding however that “at present, 

unfortunately, we are not about to 

return to our old everyday routines”.  

He said the government is following 

World Health Organisation guidelines 

concerning coronavirus testing, 
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adding that simultaneous testing and 

quarantine was the safest approach.

Addressing the issue of the 

government order to hospitals to 

vacate a proportion of their beds, he 

noted that beds may remain empty 

until they are repurposed to treat a 

coronavirus patient. It can take up to 

several weeks to install ventilators, 

he said, adding that professionals 

rather than politicians determined 

how many hospital beds were 

needed. Disruptions may result in the 

meantime, but the uptake of beds in 

Hungary is normally 67-68%, he said.

Gulyás said there were 150-200 

infected health-care staff, and the 

rate of increase was in proportion to 

wider infections among the general 

public, and slightly better than what 

is the case on average internationally.

Asked about the issue of migration, 

Gulyás underlined the need to boost 

the protection of the EU’s external 

borders, arguing that there was no 

guarantee that Hungary would not 

find itself in a situation similar to the 

peak of the 2015 migration crisis once 

the epidemic subsides.

On another subject, Gulyás said most 

reports about Hungary in the western 

European media “make their way there 

via domestic political channels, using 

the interpretation of the opposition”.

EiGHT NEW FATAliTiES, 
NUMBEr OF rEGiSTErED 
CASES riSES TO 1,652

Another eight patients, mostly elderly 

people suffering from chronic diseases, 

have died in Hungary and the number 

of koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday 

morning. So far, there have been 142 

fatalities and 199 people have left 

hospital after recovering. There are 

12,737 people in hospital or home 

quarantine, and 38,489 coronavirus 

tests have been conducted at 

accredited laboratories.

HOSpiTAlS prEpAriNG 
FOr MASS iNFECTiONS

Hospitals in Hungary have been 

ordered to free up half of their beds 

by April 19 in preparation for a massive 

increase in novel coronavirus infections, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. The data on 

confirmed coronavirus cases indicates 

a rise in infections in Hungary, the 

statement said, adding that hospitals 

will have to be prepared to treat an 

increasing number of patients. The aim 

is to ensure that all major hospitals have 

enough beds to treat up to hundreds 

of patients at a time once the outbreak 

reaches the phase of mass infections, it 

said. By April 19, hospitals have to free 

up 50% of their beds, enough for 32,900 

patients. By the next phase, hospitals 

will have to have 39,500 beds ready for 

Covid-19 patients, or 60% of their bed 

capacity.

The aim of the regulation is to avoid 

situations seen in other countries 

where sudden spikes in coronavirus 

cases left hospitals without enough 

beds to treat patients, the website 

said. “Hospitals are being prepared for 

a worst-case scenario,” it said. Hospitals 

within the same county have been 

given permission to transfer patients 

amongst themselves. The statement 

said the instruction to free up beds 

did not mean that all non-Covid-19 

patients would be discharged. Patients 

are released based on a decision by 

their doctors as well as on the basis of 

health protocols, it added.

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

said it is calling on the government 

to have an independent professional 

committee to decide on the required 

pace and number of hospital beds 

to be freed up because of the novel 

coronavirus epidemic. Party co-leader 

and parliamentary group leader Tímea 

Szabó told an online press conference 

that Human Resources Minister 

Miklós Kásler’s recent decision to 

free up 36,000 hospital beds would 

endanger the lives of tens of thousands 

of people. Many seriously ill non-

coronavirus patients released from 

hospital will have no access to proper 

medical care at home, she said. As a 

consequence, tens of thousands will be 

forced to give up their jobs in order to 

be able to look after their loved ones, 

she added. 

SZiJJÁrTÓ: UNiMpEDED 
MOVEMENT OF GOODS 
ViTAl DUriNG pANDEMiC

The unimpeded movement of goods 

is vital during the current crisis, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said. Hungary is 

ensuring the unimpeded movement of 

goods to all its neighbouring countries, 

he said after a conference call with EU 

foreign trade ministers.
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Meanwhile, the Hungarian 

government will submit a proposal 

to the European Commission early 

next week on relaxing investment 

promotion regulations, he said, adding 

that eliminating the current 800,000 

euro limit on state investment support 

for businesses would help restart the 

European economy.

Commenting on the targeted 

relaxation of border restrictions, the 

minister said an additional crossing, 

at Battonya, has been opened for 

commuters on the Hungary-Romania 

border. Both the Hungarian and 

Romanian governments have imposed 

restrictions on passenger traffic in 

an effort to slow down the spread 

of the novel coronavirus epidemic, 

Szijjártó said on Facebook. But these 

restrictions have complicated life for 

people who work or have land on 

either side of the border, he added. An 

earlier agreement with the Romanian 

government to keep eight border 

crossings open for such people has 

been expanded to nine crossings, 

based on positive experiences so far, 

he said.

Also, construction of a new bridge 

over the River Danube connecting 

Komárom and Komarno is set to 

continue, with the project expected 

to be completed around late summer 

or early autumn, Szijjártó said after talks 

with his new Slovak counterpart on 

Wednesday. Szijjártó said on Facebook 

that he and Ivan Korčok thanked each 

other for their governments’ mutual 

assistance in the repatriation of 

Hungarian and Slovak citizens. 

Further, in line with prior agreements 

and plans, the two countries will 

connect their electricity grids at two 

points and significantly increase the 

capacity of the Hungary-Slovakia gas 

interconnector, Szijjártó said.

The minister also said Hungary has 

received a donation of 100,000 surgical 

masks from Kazakhstan, being the 

fourth Turkic Council member state 

which has helped in the fight against 

the novel coronavirus epidemic. The 

minister noted on Facebook that 

he had recently talked to Kazakh 

counterpart Mukhtar Tleuberdi and 

thanked him for the possibility of 

technical stopovers at Nur-Sultan 

Airport for aircraft transporting 

medical equipment from China to 

Hungary. Wizz Air flights have so 

far made 78 technical landings in 

Kazakhstan, he added. “We have 

also agreed to continue close 

cooperation in the fight against the 

novel coronavirus so aircraft on the 

China-Hungary air bridge will be able 

to continue using the airport of the 

Kazakh capital for refuelling and other 

technical purposes,” he said.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó on Thursday 

handed over 200,000 face masks 

and 10,000 protective gowns to 

representatives of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina in Sarajevo and Banja 

Luka. He said Hungary, located “in 

the neighbourhood” of the Western 

Balkans, had an interest in promoting 

“peace, calm, stability, and prosperity” 

in the region. Bosnia and Herzegovina 

has a key role in those endeavours, he 

said.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is “on 

a migration route, therefore it is 

important that the country continues 

to do everything to stop migratory 

trends,” Szijjártó said.

After talks, he said that participants 

were in agreement that “illegal 

migration is dangerous and must be 

stemmed”, adding that, in the current 

circumstances, migration “not only 

poses security risks but a very serious 

health hazard, too”.

MOODY’S CHANGES 
OUTlOOK ON HUNGArY 
BANKiNG SYSTEM  
TO NEGATiVE

Moody’s Investors Service on Thursday 

said it changed the outlook on 

Hungary’s banking system to negative 

from stable. Moody’s took the action 

after reviewing the outlooks of nine 

European banking systems in light of 

the coronavirus pandemic. The change 

in the outlook “reflects our expectation 

… of a sharp contraction in economic 

growth.” “Banks’ profitability will weaken 

due to rising loan loss provisions and 

reduced lending growth,” it added.

CONSTrUCTiON SECTOr 
OUTpUT GrOWS 2.5%  
iN FEB, prE-pANDEMiC

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector grew by an annual 2.5% in 

February, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Output of the building 

segment was up 1.6%, while civil 

engineering output increased by 4.2%.
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lMp: GOiNG AHEAD WiTH 
BUDApEST-BElGrADE 
rAilWAY prOJECT ‘CriME’

The government’s “pushing” to 

continue the Budapest-Belgrade 

railway project amid the coronavirus 

epidemic is a “serious crime”, 

opposition LMP group leader László 

Lóránt Keresztes told an online 

press conference. Keresztes said that 

return on the “extremely high” cost 

of investment was doubtful and 

suggested that the funds should be 

used to reviving the economy once the 

epidemic is over. Keresztes criticised 

the government for its plans to classify 

documents concerning the project, 

and said that neither the total cost, an 

estimated 1,000 billion forints, nor the 

railway line’s future profitability were 

supported by calculations. 

In another development, Keresztes 

welcomed the government’s 

postponement of the planned upgrade 

of the Paks nuclear plant, suggesting 

that it was equal to the government 

“admitting that the project is not 

necessary”. “This could mean that the 

upgrade plans could eventually be 

dropped altogether,” he said. 

GOVT MEASUrES TO 
lEAVE HUF 200 BN 
WiTH BUSiNESSES, 
HOUSEHOlDS

Finance Minister Mihály Varga detailed 

government measures to mitigate the 

economic impact of the coronavirus 

pandemic that will save businesses 

and households some 200 billion forints 

(EUR 570m). A reduction in the payroll 

tax from 17.5% to 15.5% as of July, the 

result of an earlier agreement between 

unions, employers and the government, 

will save companies 160 billion forints, 

Varga said in a video on Facebook. 

Companies whose businesses are 

suffering because of the pandemic 

may apply for up to 5 million forints in 

tax deferrals. All companies currently 

classified as “dependable taxpayers” will 

retain their status, he added.

Hotels and other lodgings will be 

exempt from the tourism tax until 

the end of 2020, Varga said. At the 

same time, the central government 

will continue to pay support to 

local councils as normal, he added. 

A reduction in the rate of the Small 

Business Tax (KIVA) from 12% to 11% 

from next year will save more than 

50,000 businesses a combined 10 

billion forints, he said. The deadline 

for some 600,000 companies to file 

reports and pay corporate tax and local 

business tax will be pushed back to 

Sept. 30, he noted. The new deadline 

will not apply to listed companies, 

banks, insurers or investment 

companies, he added.

OFFiCiAl: TECHNOlOGY 
MiNiSTrY prEpAriNG TO 
rEBUilD ECONOMY AFTEr 
EpiDEMiC

Preparations to rebuild the economy, 

protect jobs and minimise losses must 

start early, even during the current 

state of emergency, Tamás Schanda, 

state secretary of the innovation 

and technology ministry, told an 

online press conference.  Coronavirus 

prevention and crisis management 

impacts the budgets of all ministries, 

but government agencies, the 

political parties, municipalities “and 

even banks” must contribute to the 

common burden, the state secretary 

said.  “Hungary learnt over the past 10 

years that it must rely on itself, and now 

it is on the receiving end of political 

attacks from the European Union 

rather than help,” Schanda said. He 

added that the Hungarian economy’s 

current state was a good basis to start 

out from, but its reserves should be 

used to provide training and jobs 

“rather than providing benefits and 

free money”.  

László György, the state secretary in 

charge of economic strategy, said the 

government had already taken several 

protective measures such as providing 

a wage subsidy to companies that had 

to cut working hours and to employees 

in innovation jobs, providing a one-off 

student loans, lifting the requirement 

of a foreign language certificate for 

undergraduates and starting retraining 

courses for people who have lost their 

jobs. He said the government is using 

50 billion forints this year to support 

investment projects aimed at job 

retention and creation, adding that 

the government is mulling providing 

state guarantees and subsidised loans 

to companies worth a combined 

2,500 billion forints. György pledged 

the government would maintain its 
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tight fiscal policies, slamming “earlier 

advocates of austerity now demanding 

a distribution of huge sums”.

Sándor Bodó, state secretary for 

employment policy, warned that 

people in innovation jobs were being 

lured to work in other countries and 

urged that they should be provided 

wage supplements. Companies can 

already apply for funds, he said, adding 

that the measure could benefit 33,000 

employees in the private sector.

JUSTiCE MiNiSTEr 
rEprESENTS GOVT 
iN HOlOCAUST 
COMMEMOrATiON

Justice Minister Judit Varga 

represented the government at 

a Holocaust commemoration on 

Thursday, Hungarian Holocaust 

Remembrance Day, placing pebbles, 

flowers and candles at the Shoes 

on the Danube Embankment 

Monument. Varga told public current 

affairs channel M1 that the act of 

commemoration was an important 

way of warning future generations “of 

the tragic consequences of a nation 

losing its freedom”, and that this should 

never be allowed to be repeated. “The 

Hungarian government is proud that 

our Jewish compatriots are able to live 

in a secure environment in Hungary 

and prosper culturally while pursuing 

their religious life,” she said. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day 

has been celebrated in Hungary on 

April 16 every year since 2001. On this 

day in 1944, the Jewish ghetto was 

established.

AJÁN rESiGNS AS iWF 
CHiEF

Tamás Aján has resigned as head 

of the International Weightlifting 

Federation (IWF), the federation’s 

acting president said. The IWF’s 

executive board has accepted Aján’s 

resignation, Ursula Papandrea said in 

a statement. She thanked Aján for his 

decades-long work in the federation, 

highlighting an anti-doping 

programme recently implemented 

under his watch.

Aján, who served as the IWF’s 

general secretary from 1976 

to 2000 and its president over 

the past 20 years, asked for his 

suspension in January while an 

independent investigation was 

carried out into allegations of 

graft levelled against him and the 

branch od sport in a documentary 

broadcast by German state 

broadcaster ARD. Aján and MACS 

rejected the allegations. Last 

month, Aján resigned his honorary 

membership of the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC).


