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Under the measures introduced last month, people are only allowed to leave their homes to go to work or to run essential 

errands. The restrictions were originally set to expire on April 11. The government will review the effectiveness of the 

regulation on a weekly basis before deciding on its status, Orbán said in a statement broadcast by public news channel 

M1. In addition, local mayors will be given special authority until midnight on Monday to impose their own restrictions 

in their municipalities during the Easter holiday, he said. Before deciding on the extended restrictions, the cabinet was 

briefed by mayors on the situation in their municipalities and sought out the opinions of the police force, epidemiologists 

and scientists, Orbán said. All of their reports have indicated that the restrictions imposed so far have been effective in 

slowing down the spread of the virus, he added.

The prime minister asked the public to respect the restrictions, avoid gatherings, maintain a safe distance from others in 

public spaces and look out for the elderly. 

The government is extending indefinitely restrictions on movement introduced two weeks 
ago to combat the novel coronavirus epidemic, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said.
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Six-week-old leopard kitten in Debrecen Zoo
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MÜllEr: FiVE DiE, 
ANOTHEr 100 iNFECTED iN 
BUDApEST ElDErlY HOME

Five people have died and more than 

100 others have been infected with 

the novel coronavirus in a municipal 

elderly care home in Budapest, the 

chief medical officer told an online press 

conference. The Hungarian authorities 

have given continued warning over the 

past few days that measures to prevent 

the spread of coronavirus in social care 

institutions are the responsibility of the 

organisations running them, Cecília 

Müller said. She said her colleagues 

are now working to prevent a further 

increase of infections.

Meanwhile, additional supplies of 

protective gear will be provided to 

medical staff working in basic health-

care services, Tibor Lakatos, head of 

the emergency centre set up by the 

operative board coordinating the 

response to the epidemic, said. GPs 

and dentists on emergency duty 

will receive another 520,000 surgical 

masks in addition to the 280,000 such 

masks and 19,000 high-quality FFP 

masks distributed to the GPs by the 

government so far, he said. A stock 

of another 320,000 pairs of gloves 

and 3,420 FFP2 masks is ready to 

be distributed later on. In addition, 

protective gear will be supplied to 

another 32 hospitals during the day, 

he said.

Meanwhile, Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony called for more testing 

to be carried out in care homes. In a 

Facebook post, the mayor said he 

had been promised at Wednesday’s 

cabinet meeting that the authorities 

would immediately begin testing 

residents at all of the country’s elderly 

care homes. “We will only know how 

many are infected in retirement homes 

if we do more testing and publish the 

results,” Karácsony wrote. “The Budapest 

city council has done this at the homes 

it operates with testing kits funded 

from its own resources.” The mayor 

praised the “heroic efforts” of doctors 

and nurses looking after retirement 

home residents, adding, however, 

that both the capital and health-

care institutions faced a shortage of 

protective equipment. “The municipal 

council has been and will continue to 

work on procuring more supplies,” he 

wrote.

István Hollik, the communications 

director of the ruling Fidesz party, 

demanded “a very thorough 

investigation” by the authorities to 

establish how much responsibility the 

Budapest municipality bears for the 

elderly care home becoming a hotbed 

of infection. He said in a statement it 

was likely that the municipality, which 

runs the home, had made errors that 

had worsened the situation.

NUMBEr OF CONFirMED 
CASES 980, 8 NEW DEATHS

The number of registered Covid-19 

cases in Hungary has risen to 980, while 

eight patients died in a single day, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday 

morning. The eight people who died 

were elderly, with the exception of a 

48-year-old patient, and had a chronic 

underlying illness, the government 

website said. There have been a total 

of 96 recoveries and 16,006 people 

are in official home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out so far totals 

27,826. Budapest has seen the highest 

number of confirmed infections, with 

428 cases, followed by Pest County 

(183). The authorities say the virus is still 

being transmitted in small clusters as 

opposed to in larger communities, but 

it is present in all parts of the country.

OrBÁN iNSpECTS 
BUDApEST HOSpiTAlS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán visited two 

units of Budapest’s St. János Hospital 

treating patients infected with the 

novel coronavirus, the PM’s press chief 

said. In a video posted on his Facebook 

page, the prime minister is seen 

being briefed by the hospital’s head 

doctors on the institution’s supply of 

protective equipment, ventilators and 

the number of available beds. Orbán 

also spoke to nurses, patients and 

people who have been quarantined 

in the hospital but have not yet tested 

positive for the virus.

SZiJJÁrTÓ DiSCUSSES 
JOiNT ECONOMiC 
prOJECTS WiTH SErBiAN 
FiNMiN

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó and Serbian Finance Minister 

Siniša Mali discussed border crossing 
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possibilities for commuters and 

maintaining freight traffic on the 

Hungarian-Serbian border. They also 

discussed speeding up construction 

of the Szeged-Subotica rail line.

Szijjártó and Mali agreed that 

freight traffic should continue to be 

allowed to cross at the three border 

crossings currently open between 

Serbia and Hungary. Talks are under 

way on also allowing commuters to 

cross the Serbian-Hungarian border, 

Szijjártó said. The ministers also 

agreed to speed up construction 

of the railway line between Szeged, 

in southern Hungary, and Subotica 

(Szabadka) in Serbia, deemed 

important for economic cooperation, 

Szijjártó said.

Szijjártó noted that trade 

between Serbia and Hungary hit 

a record 2.6 billion euros last year. 

The governments are working to 

minimise the slide in that figure in 

2020, he said. Both countries are 

planning significant economic 

stimulus measures, Szijjártó noted. 

“If we coordinate our resources 

and aims, we can secure a serious 

advantage in the post-epidemic 

period,” he said. Hungary’s Eximbank 

has opened a 150 million dollar credit 

line to that end, he said.

Hungary maintains its economic 

development programme in Serbia’s 

northern Vojvodina region, “because 

a strong Vojvodina is in our and 

Serbia’s interest”. Both countries 

are working for “Hungary and 

Serbia’s success after the pandemic,” 

Szijjártó said.

lMp UrGES MiNiMUM 
WAGE TO CArEGiVErS OF 
SiCK FAMilY MEMBErS

Benefits for people taking care of 

family members in their homes 

should be increased to reach “at least 

the minimum wage,” opposition 

LMP deputy Péter Ungár told an 

online press conference. The current 

coronavirus epidemic “has shown that 

caregiving is crucial for cohesion within 

the state and we must not consider 

those activities as an infinite resource 

we do not need to pay for,” Ungár 

said. Not only parents with disabled 

children should be granted at least the 

minimum wage but so should people 

taking care of other family members, 

typically elderly parents, he said. 

Ungár noted that the same proposal 

had been tabled to parliament by 

then opposition Fidesz in 2004, but 

parliament’s Socialist-Liberal majority 

voted it down.

pÁrBESZÉD: GOVT 
‘UNDErESTiMATiNG 
SEriOUSNESS OF CriSiS’

The government’s stimulus package 

is “insufficient” to offset the economic 

impact of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic, a Párbeszéd lawmaker 

said on Thursday, insisting that the 

government was “underestimating” 

the seriousness of the crisis. Despite 

the European Union suspending its 

deficit limits, the government and 

the central bank have been reluctant 

to expand their coronavirus rescue 

packages and are more intent on 

simply reallocating existing funds, 

Tamás Mellar told an online press 

conference. He said the “government’s 

historic bailout measures” said to be 

worth 18-20% of the country’s GDP “so 

far only amount to half of that target”. 

Mellar accused the government of 

ignoring “the coming social crisis”, 

referring to workers who have lost 

their jobs, struggling businesses and 

people living in extreme poverty. 

These sectors of society are in need 

of measures such as increased family 

benefits, a higher minimum pension 

and higher unemployment benefits, 

he said.

SZiJJÁrTÓ: EC GrEEN-
liGHTS NEW iNVESTMENT 
SUppOrT SYSTEM

The European Commission has green-

lighted a new investment support 

system outlined in Hungary’s economy 

protection plan, allowing individual 

subsidies of up to 800,000 euros for 

large company investments in Hungary, 

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó said on 

Facebook. Szijjártó said he had had a 

meeting with Phil Hogan, the European 

commissioner for trade, ahead of 

a meeting next week of EU trade 

ministers, the first to be held since the 

outbreak of the epidemic. Hogan and 

Szijjártó agreed that any obstructions 

to freight traffic would cause serious 

damage to European economies. No 

one has the right to limit international 

freight traffic, Szijjártó said. 
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VArGA: ONE-OFF BANKiNG 
SECTOr TAX DEDUCTiBlE 
FrOM BANK lEVY

A one-off tax on the banking sector 

that will bolster Hungary’s pandemic 

war chest can be deducted in full 

from the bank levy over the coming 

five years, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga said at a press conference. Varga 

said the tax, which will raise 55 billion 

forints (EUR 153m) in revenue, can be 

seen as a one-off pre-payment of taxes.

Hungary’s banking sector is sound 

and it had one of its best years ever 

in 2019, he said. That establishes a 

proper foundation for the banking 

sector to share some of the 

extraordinary burden in the current 

state of emergency, he added. The 

rate of the one-off tax will be 0.19% 

on a tax base over 50 billion forints, 

Varga said. Payments will be due in 

three instalments, on June 10, Sept. 

10 and Dec. 10. Varga expressed his 

appreciation for the banking sector’s 

constructive attitude, adding that 

it showed banks could be counted 

on not only in years of plenty but 

also when the time comes to show 

solidarity.

The government has drafted 

amendments concerning the one-

off banking sector tax, he said. It has 

also approved measures necessary to 

reduce the negative fiscal impact of 

novel coronavirus, and has decided 

to submit bills on special taxes and 

levies to improve the budget balance, 

he added.

Hungarian Banking Association 

chairman András Becsei said the 

banking sector stands together with 

the whole of society and will pay the 

one-off tax in addition to the taxes - in 

the hundreds of billions of forints - it 

already pays.

AUTHOriTY FiNES 
prOFiTEEriNG BUTCHEr 
AT BUDApEST MArKET

Hungary’s customer protection 

authority has imposed a fine of 

300,000 forints (EUR 838) on a butcher 

at Budapest’s Lehel Square indoor 

market for charging “stellar prices” for 

chicken products, the innovation and 

technology ministry said. The authority 

launched proceedings after photos of 

the vendor’s price tags were published 

on social media and created a public 

uproar in mid-March, the ministry said 

in a statement. Customer protection 

agents have been monitoring 

markets to avoid vendors “abusing 

opportunities offered by a higher 

demand and by epidemic-related 

concerns of buyers”, the statement 

said, adding that the authority had 

made spot checks on 700 shops and 

launched proceedings against 70 for 

violating price regulations.

GKi CONSUMEr 
CONFiDENCE iNDEX 
plUNGES iN April

Economic research company GKI’s 

consumer confidence index has 

never fallen as much in a month in its 

history of almost 30 years as in April 

2020 though it still stands higher 

than its historic low measured in 

April 2009, GKI told MTI. The index 

dropped to -49.8 points in April from 

-12.1 points in the previous month. 

Consumer pessimism strengthened 

mainly due to the prospective level 

of unemployment but assessments of 

the future of the Hungarian economy 

also became dramatically negative, 

GKI said in a statement. People’s 

expectations of their own financial 

position deteriorated relatively less and 

views on their ability to make savings 

decreased minimally, partly because 

a significant portion of consumers 

were already unable to make savings. 

The representative survey is based on 

interviews with 1,000 people.


