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Orbán said in a televised speech that the epidemic and its economic fallout were battle fronts that must be fought 

simultaneously. To preserve jobs, the government is subsidising the wages of employees whose working hours are reduced. 

Additionally, the government is providing 450 billion forints (EUR 1.2bn) of support for investments. Also pensioners will 

receive extra payments in four phases starting next year, and over 2,000 billion forints (EUR 5.5bn) of credit will be made 

available with interest subsidies and state guarantees to companies. The measure will benefit businesses in tourism, health, 

food production, agriculture, construction, logistics, transport, as well as creative industries. The action plan as a whole will 

involve reshuffling 18-20% of GDP. The government must deviate from the 2020 budget under the changed circumstances 

and raise the budget deficit from 1% to 2.7% of GDP this year, Orbán said, adding that Hungary had dedicated itself to 

financial stability and responsible fiscal management ten years ago, and this would not change now.

The government aims to create as many jobs as the number of jobs destroyed by 
novel coronavirus, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said.

OrBÁN: FOCUS ON JOBS rEplENiSHMENT

Coronavirus updates

Stats office releases Feb data on 
industrial output, guest nights
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Wedding ceremony in face masks
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GUlYÁS UrGES BrOAD 
COOpErATiON

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, has said 

protective measures may be 

needed in months ahead, and he 

called on people and politicians 

to cooperate fully in fighting 

the novel coronavirus epidemic. 

Gulyás told parliament that the 

number of infections is growing, 

but compared with other European 

countries, Hungary was doing well 

and protective measures of recent 

weeks had lived up to expectations. 

The spread of the epidemic has 

slowed down and hospitals are 

not experiencing any capacity 

deficiencies, he added.

Gulyás noted the government has 

allocated 378 billion forints (EUR 

1.04bn) for the purpose of covering 

the cost of protective measures, but 

this may be increased according to 

need. He added that half of state 

funding for political parties will be 

redirected to this reserve, as will 

local council transport revenues 

totalling 34 billion forints. Banks 

are being asked to contribute 55 

billion forints, while a special tax on 

multinationals will yield another 36 

billion forints, he added.

Gulyás praised the government’s 

moves to generate most of special 

financing from the state’s own 

resources. He said opposition 

criticism of the government’s 

measure to divert some local 

council revenues to the central 

fund, which amounts to 3-4% of 

their total revenues, ref lected 

their failure to comprehend the 

seriousness of the situation. In 2010, 

the last year when the Socialists 

were in government, the budget 

for local councils was around 

1,800 billion forints. Currently 

they have a similar budget, except 

that the government has taken 

responsibility for health care and 

education, and taken over debt 

totalling 1,400 billion forints, he 

added.

OppOSiTiON SlAMS GOVT 
ECONOMiC prOTECTiON 
plAN

Hungary’s opposition parties 

slammed the government’s economic 

protection measures in connection 

with the novel coronavirus epidemic 

as “inadequate and weak”. At a press 

conference held by the Socialists, the 

Democratic Coalition (DK), Jobbik, 

Párbeszéd, LMP and Momentum 

parties, Jobbik’s György László Lukács 

said Hungarians’ interests would 

be best served if parliament passed 

legislation only related to protection 

efforts, “for example laws making 

face masks mandatory [in public] and 

providing the necessary supplies.” 

Lukács said the government bill before 

parliament “contains legislation that 

has nothing to do with protection 

efforts”. He decried government 

legislative attempts to make “a 

major investment confidential and 

help oligarchs expand their estates”. 

Regarding measures announced 

by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán on 

Monday, Lukács said they were a “PR 

move” rather than a solution.

Socialist leader Bertalan Tóth 

welcomed the 500,000 forint (EUR 

1,360) bonus for health-care workers, 

but said social workers, post office 

and retail employees also deserved 

protective gear and financial 

recognition. Regarding the package 

of bills before parliament, Tóth insisted 

the prime minister was “exploiting the 

tragic situation” to give “land, money 

and privileges to his oligarchs”.

Gergely Arató, DK’s deputy group 

leader, called on the government to 

accept the European Union’s financial 

help and channel those resources 

towards protection efforts and helping 

those in difficult circumstances. DK 

has also called for single pension 

supplements graduated inversely to 

the size of the pension. A 50,000 forint 

(EUR 137) supplement should be paid 

to retirees with smaller pensions while 

the better off would receive 10,000 

forints, party lawmaker László Varju 

told an online press conference. The 

proposal is part of a 20-point economic 

and social rescue package worth 3,000 

billion forints that DK has submitted 

to parliament. If state of emergency 

restrictions last for longer than six 

months, the supplement payment 

should be automatically repeated, he 

said.

Párbeszéd’s Bence Tordai accused 

Orbán of “playing the dictator” and 

“throwing the constitution and the 
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EU’s basic treaty under the bus” to 

deflect from how “small and weak” 

the protection plan was. The priority 

should be to ease the suffering of the 

sick and those losing their jobs, he said, 

calling for the introduction of a basic 

income during states of emergency.

LMP’s Antal Csárdi said “weakening 

local authorities on the frontline of 

protection efforts” worked against 

the response efforts to the virus. 

Local authorities are using their own 

resources to take care of the elderly, 

patients in quarantine and potential 

virus carriers, he said, accusing the 

government of failure to provide funds.

Momentum spokesman Miklós 

Hajnal warned that the fate of 

those losing their jobs due to the 

epidemic was still uncertain, as was 

compensation for those losing most 

or all of their income.

Independent lawmaker Bernadett 

Szél called for a solidarity tax on people 

who profited from their connections 

to the government. She also called for 

large investments to be halted and 

for the practice of “siphoning monies 

from the economy” and “government 

propaganda” to cease.

In response, ruling Fidesz called 

the opposition’s behaviour during 

the epidemic “outrageous” and 

“shameful”. While Hungarians’ lives 

and jobs are on the line due to the 

epidemic, “the opposition is still 

busy finding ways for opposition 

mayors and local authorities to avoid 

shouldering the tasks and costs 

weighing on everyone,” the party 

said in a statement.

FUDAN UNiVErSiTY SENDS 
MASKS, prOTECTiVE 
ClOTHiNG

Shanghai’s Fudan University has 

sent 56,000 face masks, 300 items of 

protective clothing and additional 

donations to Hungary to aid its response 

to novel coronavirus, the Ministry of 

Innovation and Technology announced. 

The shipment containing donations from 

the government, the province, the city 

and local companies arrived in Budapest 

on Monday afternoon on an aircraft 

organised by the consulate-general in 

Shanghai. Fudan University is planning 

to open a campus in Budapest and 

considers cooperation with Hungary as 

highly important, the ministry said. Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán met a delegation 

from the university last October, and 

László Palkovics, the innovation and 

technology minister, signed a letter 

of agreement with Fudan University 

President Xu Ningsheng in December, 

confirming their dedication to setting 

up a Budapest campus. So far, no other 

Chinese university controlled directly by 

the ministry operates a campus abroad, 

and Hungary could become a regional 

hub thanks to the cooperation, the 

ministry said.

HUNGArY CONFirMED 
CASES AT 744, FOUr MOrE 
pATiENTS DiE

The number of confirmed Covid-19 

cases in Hungary is up at 744, with 

another four deaths reported, the 

koronavirus.gov.hu website said on 

Monday morning. So far, 38 people 

have died from Covid-19 and 67 have 

recovered. Fully 14,325 people are in 

quarantine, and 22,282 coronavirus 

tests have been conducted. The four 

patients who died during the past 

24 hours were elderly suffering from 

chronic diseases, the website said. 

It noted that Hungary is still in the 

phase of cluster infections when the 

virus spreads in communities, through 

personal contacts. The number of 

people carrying and communicating 

the virus may be significantly higher 

than the number of confirmed cases, 

it added.

OrBÁN: pArKiNG TO BE 
FrEE FrOM MONDAY

Public parking in Hungary will be free 

of charge from on Monday, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán announced. He 

said maintaining safe social distancing 

was hard on crowded public transport 

vehicles, so “it’s important to make 

sure that those able can use their own 

cars.”

OpErATiVE BOArD WArNS 
BUDApESTErS AGAiNST 
GOiNG OUT

Hungary’s central taskforce in 

charge of coordinating the fight 

against the coronavirus epidemic 

has warned Budapest residents to 

observe restrictions on leaving their 

homes in order to slow down the 

spread of the new virus.
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Róbert Kiss, a member of the 

board’s emergency centre and a 

senior police officer, said “with the 

advent of warm weather more and 

more residents tend to violate the 

rules”, adding that on Sunday alone 

the police warned 574 violators, 

imposing 24 fines and launching 

16 legal proceedings.

Allowing public parking free of 

charge across the country as of 

Monday serves the goal of reducing 

the use of public transport in a bid 

to slow the spread of the virus, the 

chief medical officer, Cecília Müller, 

told the same press conference. 

She 522,000 face masks have been 

distributed in the health-care sector.

SZiJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY 
DONATES prOTECTiVE 
EQUipMENT TO NOrTH 
MACEDONiA

The Hungarian government has 

donated 100,000 face masks and 

5,000 items of protective clothing 

to North Macedonia to help that 

country fight against the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

Skopje. He noted that Hungary 

has purchased a production line 

from China to make masks and 

mass production will start soon. 

Assistance to the western Balkans 

region is crucial because “if they 

weaken they cannot effectively 

withstand the pressure of 

migration”, Szijjártó said.

NÉZŐpONT: 78% plEASED 
WiTH GOVT MEASUrES

Fully 78% of respondents in the 

latest Nézőpont survey said they 

were satisfied with the government’s 

measures to prevent the novel 

coronavirus from spreading, 

the pollster said. Fully 70% of 

respondents in Budapest were also 

of the same opinion. The figures 

“reflect strong confidence in the 

health system”, with 80% saying 

that the government was doing 

a good job. Fully 74% said they 

were satisfied with the work of 

teachers giving classes online, and 

70% expressed the same opinion 

about the central team in charge 

of coordinating the fight against 

the epidemic. Altogether 25% said 

they were disappointed with the 

opposition, and 58% were satisfied 

with politicians of the ruling parties, 

Nézőpont said.

GOVT, BUDApEST AGrEE 
THEATrE DEAl

The government and Budapest’s 

municipal leadership have signed 

an agreement on the running of the 

capital city’s theatres. The deal, which 

lasts until the end of 2024, stipulates 

that the municipality will solely finance 

the Katona József, Radnóti, Örkény and 

Trafó theatres without government 

support, and the Budapest General 

Assembly will appoint the directors 

of these theatres, according to a joint 

statement by Gergely Gulyás, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

and Gergely Karácsony, the city’s 

mayor. The József Attila and Madách 

theatres, Új Színház, Vígszínház, the 

Budapest Puppet Theatre and Kolibri 

will be maintained by the capital but 

with financing solely guaranteed by 

the government. Meanwhile, the 

government will appoint a director of 

the Vígszínház by the end of 2024 with 

the consent of the mayor, while the 

Thália theatre and the Operetta will be 

in state hands. When it comes to open-

air theatres, the deal confirms that the 

theatre on Margaret Island will operate 

independently but under the aegis of 

the minister of human resources.


