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A significant reallocation of funds is needed to mount a successful response to the epidemic, Gergely Gulyás told a 

government press briefing on Saturday. Contributions to the epidemic response fund will include 50% of the state funding 

received by political parties this year, taxes on multinational retailers and the financial sector as well as vehicle property 

taxes paid to local governments. Political parties will have to pay 1.2 billion forints into the fund, taxes on retailers will make 

up 36 billion forints and banks will be expected to contribute 55 billion forints, Gulyás said. The vehicle property taxes to 

be diverted from local governments will amount to 34 billion forints. The state budget currently has 378 billion forints in 

reserves to fight the virus, he said. The measures will enter into effect on April 15 or May 1.

Contributions to the fund being set up to restart the economy will include 992 billion forints diverted from ministry budgets 

and the 423 billion forints that make up the revenue of the National Employment Fund, Gulyás said.

Hungary’s government is setting up a 663 billion forint (EUR 1.8bn) fund to combat 
the novel coronavirus epidemic and a 1,345 billion forint fund aimed at protecting and 
restarting the economy, the head of the PM’s Office said.
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GUlYÁS: GOVT prEpAriNG 
‘BiGGEST STiMUlUS 
pACKAGE SiNCE 
DEMOCrATiC TrANSiTiON’

Hungary’s government is set to 

approve Hungary’s biggest economic 

stimulus plan since the transition to 

democracy, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office said over the weekend. 

The package will be enough to 

finance the government’s coronavirus 

response measures and “the hundreds 

and thousands of billions needed to 

restart the economy”, Gergely Gulyás 

told a government press briefing on 

Saturday.

He said some 30,000 people have 

filed for unemployment since the virus 

made its way to Hungary, with some 

4,000 jobs being lost each day since 

the beginning of April. The actual 

unemployment figure, however, is 

likely higher, Gulyás said, pointing out 

that the number of job openings have 

fallen from 70,000 to 40,000-50,000 in 

the recent period. The government 

has spent some 100 billion forints on 

measures aimed at preserving jobs 

over the past month, he said.

Asked about details concerning the 

government’s economy protection 

action plan, he said consultations 

were ongoing with the central bank, 

adding that the bank would make an 

important announcement after the 

meeting of the Monetary Council 

next Tuesday. He said the plan in its 

entirety will be worth around 18-22% 

of Hungary’s GDP.

In addition to the gross 500,000 

forint bonus to be paid out to health-

care staff in the summer, district nurses 

and health-care workers will also 

receive a 20% pay rise in November, 

the PM’s Office chief said. The summer 

bonus will cost 70 billion forints.

He said the government’s priority 

continues to be saving lives and 

protecting the health of the public, 

adding that the government has 

spent 380 billion forints on protective 

equipment so far.

Asked if wearing face masks in public 

spaces would be made mandatory, 

Gulyás said decisions on such matters 

were up to the operative board set up 

to coordinate the epidemic response. 

The board makes its decisions 

based on the recommendations 

of the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) and Hungarian virologists, 

he noted, adding that so far, no such 

recommendation had been made. 

In response to another question, he 

said that so far, 85 health-care workers 

have been infected with coronavirus. 

Asked about wait times for coronavirus 

tests, Gulyás said testing had increased 

significantly in recent weeks. Two 

weeks ago, the number of tests carried 

out was well below 10,000 but had 

now reached 20,000, he said.

Asked if the government was 

concerned that another Article 7 

procedure could be invoked against 

Hungary by the European Union 

over the epidemic response law or if 

ruling Fidesz could be expelled from 

the European People’s Party (EPP), 

Gulyás said the government had got 

used to Hungary getting “berated 

and smeared” over the past several 

years. At the same time, he said, the 

government considered it “unusual 

that they’re still preoccupied with us” 

at a time when the entire continent 

is facing serious challenges. Hungary 

is prepared to deal with any disputes 

once the epidemic subsides, he 

said, adding that “until then the 

government will not give in to any 

provocation by the EU or the EPP”.

GUlYÁS: FOriNT UNDEr 
‘STrONG SpECUlATiVE 
ATTACK’

Gergely Gulyás, head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, has praised Hungary’s 

central bank for its “excellent” handling 

of a “strong speculative attack” against 

the forint, which he said had been the 

reason behind the weakening of the 

national currency to record low levels 

of 360-370 against the euro. “The shape 

of the Hungarian economy does not 

warrant the current exchange rate,” 

Gulyás said in response to a question 

at a government press briefing on 

Saturday, projecting the rate to move 

back to previous levels.

Asked about the government’s 

decision to withdraw part of a bill 

that would have stripped some 

powers from local mayors in a state 

of emergency, Gulyás said the 

reasoning behind the decision was 

that the government aimed to ensure 

the broadest possible national unity 

concerning the response to the 

epidemic without any political debates.
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As regards other pieces of legislation 

in connection with the response to the 

virus, Gulyás said it affected many areas, 

adding, however, that the government 

will submit amendments according 

to the ordinary legislative rules. 

“Allegations that the government would 

want to shut down parliament are false,” 

he said. “On the contrary; it wants 

parliament to operate in an orderly 

manner and is therefore asking every 

lawmaker to also perform their duties in 

an as orderly fashion as possible under 

the current circumstances.”

Asked about any foreign visits 

planned for the prime minister, 

Gulyás said Viktor Orbán participates 

in European Council meetings via 

videoconferences and is otherwise 

devoting all of his energy to the 

epidemic response efforts.

GUlYÁS lAMBASTS ‘WiTCH 
HUNT’ AGAiNST HUNGArY 
EpiDEMiC rESpONSE lAW

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, lambasted what he 

called a “witch hunt” against Hungary 

over the government’s epidemic 

response law. Asked to comment on 

concerns raised over the law, Gulyás 

told a government press briefing that 

though the government had “got used 

to this over the past several years”, it 

still considered the current situation 

“infinitely unethical and incorrect”. 

Gulyás said the whole of Europe and the 

EU itself “should be concentrating on 

defending against the epidemic instead 

of focusing on certain member states”.

In response to another question, 

Gulyás called on the municipal council 

to respond to the situation around 

Budapest’s public transport system 

as quickly as possible, arguing that 

large crowds on vehicles could be 

life-threatening during the epidemic. 

Asked about new regulations regarding 

fake news, he said the government 

remained firmly committed to press 

freedom and that recent changes 

to the penal code did not apply to 

criticisms of the government.

Asked about the possible 

introduction of home confinement 

measures, Gulyás said no such plans 

were in place, as the current measures 

appear to be sufficient for slowing 

down the spread of the virus.

HUNGArY CONFirMED 
COrONAVirUS CASES AT 733, 
TWO MOrE pATiENTS DiE

Hungary had 733 confirmed cases of 

Covid-19 on Sunday, with another two 

deaths reported, the koronavirus.gov.

hu website. Altogether 34 people have 

died from the novel coronavirus so far 

and 66 have recovered. Fully 13,435 

people are in quarantine, and 21,250 

coronavirus tests have been conducted.

OrBÁN VOWS TO rESTOrE 
All JOBS lOST TO CriSiS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in a letter to 

Luca Visentini, General Secretary of the 

European Trade Union Confederation 

(ETUC), said his government will 

create as many jobs as are lost in the 

coronavirus crisis, after Visentini recently 

expressed concern over Hungary’s 

economic measures in connection with 

the epidemic. In the letter forwarded 

to MTI by Bertalan Havasi, the prime 

minister’s press chief, Orbán called 

it “encouraging” that Hungary could 

count on the attention of Europe’s 

trade unions in a situation as difficult 

as the new coronavirus outbreak. Orbán 

assured Visentini that Hungary’s and the 

ETUC’s goals were the same.

The prime minister noted that 

over the past ten years, Hungary had 

managed to create a “labour-based 

economy”, which had significantly 

reduced unemployment. This means 

the Hungarian government can look to 

the policies it had shaped at the time 

of the 2009 global economic crisis 

when formulating its response to the 

epidemic, Orbán argued. Over the past 

ten years, the government has always 

been prepared to share its economic 

policy experiences with those who 

were interested, the prime minister 

said. Orbán said his government’s crisis 

management measures centred on 

preserving existing jobs and creating 

new ones and assured Visentini that 

his government would create as many 

jobs as are lost in the crisis.

CHiEF MEDiCAl OFFiCEr: 
BUDApEST AT riSK OF 
SpiKE iN COViD-19 CASES

Budapest is at “serious risk” of seeing an 

“explosion” of coronavirus cases, with 

most of Hungary’s confirmed cases 

located in the capital and Pest county, 
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the chief medical officer said. Fully 

62% of the country’s confirmed novel 

coronavirus cases have been recorded 

in Budapest and Pest county, Cecília 

Müller told an online news conference 

after a meeting of the operative board 

coordinating the response to the 

epidemic, asking the public for strict 

compliance with curfew and social 

distancing restrictions. Müller said there 

were “many people” who did not take 

the curfew rules seriously enough or 

had misunderstood the time frame 

designated for shopping for basic items.

In response to a question, Müller 

said the current lab capacities were 

sufficient for carrying out the necessary 

number of tests, adding that Covid-19 

patients were being treated at hospitals 

other than South Pest Central Hospital. 

Hospital staff are constantly being 

supplied with protective equipment, 

she said. Asked if any hospital 

departments have had to be placed 

on lockdown, Müller said Covid-19 

patients were being treated at multiple 

departments of multiple hospitals. If a 

single department were to be overrun 

with coronavirus patients then no more 

would be admitted there, she said. In 

this case, non-Covid-19 patients would 

be sent to another hospital.

Earlier in the weekend Müller 

said Hungary has so far avoided an 

explosion of infections thanks in 

large part to the effective and timely 

response measures put in place, adding, 

at the same time, that the country was 

“on the brink of mass infections”.

In response to a question, Müller said 

the government office has ordered 

an investigation into the case of a 

nursing home where five people 

were confirmed to be infected with 

coronavirus. The home’s residents have 

been quarantined in their rooms and 

the building has been disinfected. 

Residents who have displayed 

symptoms of Covid-19 have been 

hospitalised and the authorities took 

200 samples in an effort to contain the 

virus in the home, she added.

OpErATiVE BOArD: 
‘DiSOrDErlY’ BUDApEST 
rESiDENTS riSKiNG 
SUrGE iN CASES

The authorities have reported multiple 

cases of Budapest residents violating 

social distancing restrictions and 

thus risking an “explosion” of novel 

coronavirus cases in the capital, a 

member of the operative board 

responsible for the response to the 

epidemic said. Róbert Kiss, of the 

operative board’s emergency centre, 

said police on Saturday had to disperse 

large gatherings in City Park, Margaret 

Island, Normafa Hill, a popular attraction 

for day-trippers, and at various parts of 

downtown Budapest. Police recorded 

altogether 301 irregularities in the 

capital on Saturday, filed charges 

against 24 people and fined 14, he 

said. Overall 64 reports were filed 

against businesses violating restrictions 

around shop opening hours, 41 of them 

in Budapest, Kiss added.

He said more than 200 Hungarians 

returned home from Austria’s Tyrol 

region by bus and car on Saturday 

and early Sunday. Kiss also said that 

a significant number of Romanian 

migrant workers were waiting to 

cross the Romanian-Hungarian border 

to return to work in western Europe. 

They will be screened for coronavirus 

symptoms and if they are cleared, the 

authorities will look into whether they 

are permitted to enter their destination 

country. The operative board has asked 

the foreign ministry for the information 

necessary to examine the workers’ 

entry permits, he said.

The authorities have ordered home 

quarantine in 13,435 cases so far and 

have conducted 103,305 inspections, 

Kiss said.

OppOSiTiON CriTiCAl 
OF GOVT’S prOpOSED 
ECONOMiC MEASUrES

Hungary’s opposition parties called 

for implementing a mix of economic 

stimulus measures different from the 

ones announced by the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office.

Socialist lawmaker Ágnes Kunhalmi 

called for a proportionate and less 

selective “left-wing” package of 

measures that are more effective in 

terms of solidarity and preserving 

competitiveness. The Socialists 

welcome the 500,000 forint bonus 

pledged to be paid in the summer to 

health-care workers whom Kunhalmi 

said should receive it right away 

instead. The party proposes further 

wage increases for health-care and 

social sector workers, she told an 

online press conference on Facebook. 
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It also proposes further measures that 

include setting a minimum payment of 

100,000 forints as an unemployment 

benefit and extending its eligibility 

period from 3 months to 9, increasing 

pensions by at least 6.5% instead of 

2.8% and allowing early retirement 

for employees over the age of 60. 

The Socialists further propose a 

government takeover of 75-80% 

of wage payments for business 

sector employees and introducing 

a moratorium on layoffs, as well as 

centrally setting a fixed price for 

basic foodstuffs, protective gears and 

disinfectants, she said.

Democratic Coalition leader Ferenc 

Gyurcsány proposed implementing a 

3,000 billion forint stimulus package 

accounting for 7% of GDP. The 

party’s package of proposals include 

protecting all jobs where possible with 

centrally provided wage benefits to 

ailing companies. He said DK further 

proposes guaranteeing employees 

the payment of 80% of their monthly 

wages while extending eligibility for a 

jobseekers’ allowance for 6 months. DK 

is also calling for a 100% wage increase 

for health-care and social sector 

workers and an additional 500,000 forint 

bonus payment for law enforcement 

and army staff, Gyurcsány said. DK’s 

proposals further include imposing 

a moratorium on terminating basic 

public utility services in households 

over unpaid utility bills and a 400 billion 

forint bailout programme for state and 

local council-run companies, he said.

Green LMP also welcomed the one-

off payment to health workers, but 

called for a 50% general wage increase 

in the sector. The party called on the 

government to terminate “luxury 

investments” such as the large-scale 

Liget museum quarter project in 

Budapest’s City Park or the billions of 

forints’ worth of state support going 

to the Hungaroring company and 

to spend the money on combatting 

the coronavirus outbreak. LMP is also 

calling for more support and supplies 

for local governments that are “on the 

frontline” of the efforts to contain the 

virus, lawmaker Antal Csárdi told an 

online press conference.

The Párbeszéd party called for a 

100% immediate wage increase for 

coronavirus health-care workers. The 

party rejects any further financing cuts 

for local governments which are at 

the forefront of coronavirus response 

efforts and are at the same time 

losing out on revenues they would 

otherwise generate in local business 

taxes and parking fees, spokesman 

Richárd Barabás told an online press 

conference.

Balázs Ander, deputy leader of 

conservative Jobbik, called the 

measures “disproportionate”. While 

the government has left in place 

a thousand billion forints for the 

upgrade of the Budapest-Belgrade 

railway line, it has allocated a mere 

70 billion for coronavirus frontline 

workers, who risk their lives every day 

to save others, he said. Ander also 

criticised the only 55 billion forints 

planned to be collected from banks 

that had “destroyed the livelihoods of 

many forex loan holders via tricks”.

HUNGArY rECEiVES 4 M 
FACE MASKS, OVEr 400,000 
prOTECTiVE SUiTS  
FrOM CHiNA

Hungary received some 4 million face 

masks, more than 400,000 protective 

suits, 100,000 protective goggles, 

30,000 pairs of gloves and more than 

6,000 protective visors in consignments 

flown to Budapest from China on 

Saturday, the foreign minister said. 

In addition, the planes also delivered 

400,000 samples of a drug developed 

and tested in China which international 

researchers believe is a promising 

treatment option for Covid-19, Péter 

Szijjártó said in a Facebook post. China 

has sent samples of the drug to just 

four countries, he said, adding that the 

protective gear received on Saturday 

would be enough for the treatment of 

10,000 patients.

SZiJJÁrTÓ BlASTS 
‘liES’ ABOUT HUNGArY 
EpiDEMiC rESpONSE lAW

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

lambasted what he called “lies” by 

certain European Union politicians 

about Hungary’s new law which 

enhances government powers to tackle 

the novel coronavirus epidemic. In a 

Facebook entry, Szijjártó said EU foreign 

ministers on Friday had again discussed 

the coronavirus crisis. “There may only 

be 27 of us left but we could have easily 

added to the virtual table a 28th seat: 

for hypocrisy,” the minister wrote.
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Szijjártó said that while some of 

his counterparts had recited the 

terms “unity” and “Team Europe” as 

“mantras” and the need to “bring the 

EU closer to people’s hearts” during 

Friday’s meeting, a number of them 

“were enthusiastically spreading the 

lies, distortions and fake news about 

the Hungarian coronavirus law all 

week long”. The minister said he 

had addressed this issue and asked 

his counterparts to “first read” the 

law “then speak”, arguing that it was 

“obvious that none of them had read 

the law before talking about it”. The 

law, he said, had “all the answers to 

their concerns”.

Szijjártó said he had received phone 

calls from several of his counterparts 

since the meeting, adding that he 

had promised to send them a copy 

of the law to read. He lamented that 

while more than a thousand people 

are dying from the virus in Europe 

each day and tens of thousands 

are being infected “the Finnish, 

Austrian, Greek, German, Danish, 

Luxembourg, Dutch and Swedish 

prime ministers, ministers and party 

leaders are worried about who gets 

to decide on pronouncing an end to 

the state of emergency in Hungary”. 

“If we weren’t in the midst of dealing 

with a pandemic, I would call this 

pathetic,” Szijjártó wrote. “But since 

we are dealing with a pandemic, I 

find it alarming.”

HOUSE SpEAKEr EXprESSES 
SYMpATHiES OVEr CHiNA 
COrONAVirUS DEATHS

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

has expressed his condolences to 

Li Zhanshu, who heads the National 

People’s Congress of China, over the 

deaths caused by novel coronavirus in 

the country. In his letter sent to Li on 

Saturday, which China had declared 

a national day of mourning for the 

victims of Covid-19, Kövér said the 

epidemic was taking an increasingly 

heavy toll on the world. All countries 

are upping their efforts to overcome 

the virus that has presented “never-

before-seen social, economic and 

health challenges”, the speaker wrote. 

Kövér said he believed the only way 

to defeat the virus was through 

broad international cooperation 

that includes information sharing 

regarding the problems countries 

encounter in fighting the outbreak. 

He also thanked Li for the protective 

equipment China has provided to 

Hungary.


