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Exponential growth seen in some neighbouring countries has not been witnessed here, thanks in all probability to the 

protection measures taken, she told an online press conference. Carriers are passing on the virus to one or two people in 

their close vicinity, she added. Müller noted that so far 20 people have died in Hungary after contracting Covid-19. Their 

average age was 73, she said. Of the deceased, 12 were men and 8 women, she said. 

Müller said no one, including young people, was out of danger and cases have been reported from all counties, with densely 

populated areas hit more severely. Still, small localities cannot expect to be spared, she warned. Concerning allegations 

in the press that the BCG vaccine, given in Hungary to newborns to prevent TB, could be effective against coronavirus, 

Müller said that experiments were under way to ascertain the theory. If the results are positive, it will be good news for 

Hungarians, she said, adding that everybody born in the country since 1953 has had the shots.

The spread of novel coronavirus infections in Hungary is steady and there is no sign of 
a surge in the number of cases, Cecília Müller, the chief medical officer, said.

CHiEF MEDiCAl OFFiCEr: NO SUrGE iN iNFECTiONS
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COrONAVirUS - 
CONFirMED CASES  
iN HUNGArY riSE TO 525

The number of patients confirmed to 

have contracted the new coronavirus 

was 525 on Wednesday in Hungary, 

with another four deaths reported, the 

government information website for 

the epidemic said.

So far, 20 people have died and 40 

recovered from Covid-19, koronavirus.

gov.hu said. Currently, 61 people are 

quarantined and the authorities have 

taken 15,208 samples.

All Hungarian counties have reported 

cases, the website said. The most have 

been reported from Budapest (232) 

and Pest county (98). The fewest were 

diagnosed in Heves and Békés counties, 

each with three patients.

JUSTiCE MiNiSTEr: 
EpiDEMiC rESpONSE lAW 
ENDS WHEN STATE  
OF EMErGENCY ENDS

Hungary’s new law which enhances 

government powers to tackle the 

novel coronavirus epidemic will be 

in effect until the end of the state of 

emergency, Justice Minister Judit Varga 

told Austrian public broadcaster ORF.

In the interview concerning the 

controversial law which Hungary’s 

parliament passed on Monday, Varga 

noted the similarities in “the responses 

of all countries” to the virus, insisting 

the Hungarian parliament had “more 

powers than usual” as it can withdraw 

the law and the special powers granted 

to the government at any time. The 

end of the state of emergency, 

however, will be determined by 

objective factors, she said.

Regarding the passages on 

punishments of 1-5 years in prison for 

spreading fake news, Varga said the 

law aimed to “raise awareness” about 

the need to stay disciplined during the 

emergency. The prison sentencing is 

designed for anyone who intentionally 

disseminates falsehoods during 

the related period and obstructs 

the protection measures, she said. 

Expressing opinions, including criticism 

of the government, does not come 

under that heading, she said.

The order of elections is enshrined 

in the Hungarian constitution, Varga 

said. The next general election will be 

held in 2022, “and this law has nothing 

to do with that”, she added.

Varga rejected the accusation that 

Hungary’s government had conducted a 

power grab as “unfounded”, saying it was 

“in vogue” in Europe to criticise Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s government. That 

government, however, won two-thirds 

majorities in three consecutive elections, 

Varga said. “We are true Europeans but 

critical [of Europe], and we are attacked 

for that,” she said.

GUlYÁS: MAYOrAl 
pOWErS TO rEMAiN 
iNTACT DUriNG STATE  
OF EMErGENCY

The government has decided to drop 

an amendment proposal that would 

have stripped some powers from local 

mayors in a state of emergency, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office said, 

adding that mayors will continue to be 

able to exercise their powers as before. 

Speaking to MTI, Gergely Gulyás said that 

in recent weeks the opposition parties 

had criticised the practice of giving 

mayors the power to govern without 

convening the municipal assembly in a 

state of emergency. The bill submitted 

by the government on Tuesday would 

have remedied this situation, he said. 

“But since those who until now have 

been critical of this regulation no longer 

support changing it and because the 

government aims to ensure the broadest 

possible cooperation regardless of 

partisan affiliation, it is willing to back 

down from the amendment,” Gulyás 

said. “Mayors will continue to be able 

to exercise their powers in the state of 

emergency as before.”

Under Hungary’s disaster 

management law, the powers of 

municipal assemblies are taken over 

by the local mayor or county assembly 

chair in a state of emergency. However, 

an amendment proposal submitted 

to parliament by the government on 

Tuesday would have made all mayoral 

and county assembly chair decisions 

subject to approval by a local defence 

committee.

SOCiAliSTS DEMAND 
GOVT pAY 80% WAGES  
AT AiliNG COMpANiES

The opposition Socialists said they 

have called on the government to 
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help companies impacted by the 

novel coronavirus epidemic and 

undertake payment of at least 80% of 

their workers’ salaries. Governments in 

neighbouring countries have all taken 

up to pay a fair proportion of wages, 

such as in Austria with as much as 90%, 

deputy party leader László Szakács 

told an online press conference on 

Facebook. He said the payment should 

be provided directly to the employees 

rather than to their companies. “Today, 

four in five Hungarian families have no 

savings at all, this is why ensuring them 

a steady income is vital,” Szakács said.

HUNGArY-AUSTriA, 
BAlASSAGYArMAT 
BOrDEr CrOSSiNGS  
OpEN TO COMMUTErS

All border crossings on the 

Hungarian-Austrian border and the 

Balassagyarmat crossing between 

Slovakia and Hungary have been 

re-opened to commuters with 

jobs on either side of the border 

on Wednesday, the Hungarian 

police (ORFK) said on its website. 

Commuters will have to present proof 

of employment or farmland ownership 

on the other side of the border to be 

allowed to cross.

At Balassagyarmat, crossing is only 

allowed to those with a residence 

within 30km of the border. There are 

no such restrictions on the Austria-

Hungary border, ORFK said.

Referring to difficulties locals had 

been experiencing due to restrictions 

connected with coronavirus measures, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in a Facebook post the Hungarian 

government “swiftly agreed with our 

Slovak colleagues to ensure passage 

for commuters when it became 

apparent that there was a problem 

on both sides of the Hungary-Slovakia 

border”.

lMp ACCUSES GOVT 
OF ABUSiNG pOWErS 
GrANTED  
iN COrONAVirUS lAW

The government has “unexpectedly 

and to a significant extent” expanded 

its room for manoeuvre to the 

detriment of municipalities, “clearly 

abusing its powers” granted in 

Monday’s coronavirus law, opposition 

LMP said. LMP board secretary Máté 

Kanász-Nagy said the government’s 

stripping local councils of their 

right to pass decisions concerning 

the epidemic was “seriously anti-

democratic”. He added that local 

decisions would be subject to approval 

within five days by the defence 

committees, whose members are 

appointed rather than elected. General 

measures against the spread of novel 

coronavirus and ones affecting the 

everyday lives of local residents should 

be separated, and authority over the 

latter “must not be taken away from 

local governments”, Kanász-Nagy said. 

He noted that care services to seniors 

are provided by the local governments 

in full, and warned that municipalities 

are doing extra work while their 

revenues are dwindling. 

The government later on Wednesday 

decided to drop an amendment 

proposal that would have stripped 

some powers from local mayors in a 

state of emergency.

OpErATiVE BOArD: pOliCE 
CHECKiNG COMpliANCE 
WiTH EXTrAOrDiNArY 
MEASUrES

Police are continually checking 

compliance with the extraordinary 

measures in force, Robert Kiss, an 

official of the emergency centre set up 

by the operative board coordinating 

the response to the epidemic, said. 

They are checking compliance with 

curfew restrictions, rules on shop-

opening times and home quarantine 

rules, he said. The measures have 

already contributed to hindering 

the spread of the virus and they 

will be maintained until the state of 

emergency is in force, he added.

Police have registered 739 

irregularities concerning the curfews, 

a total of 956 warnings have been 

issued and 49 people have been fined 

for violating the restrictions, he said. 

The authorities have ordered home 

quarantine in over 9,679 cases so far 

and have conducted more than 71,350 

inspections, Kiss said. Altogether 97 

people have been fined for violating 

quarantine rules and 14 people have 

been issued warnings. The authorities 

have filed misdemeanour charges 

against 322 people, he said. A total of 

39 shop-owners have been warned 

about not complying with regulations, 
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and fines have been issued in 25 cases, 

while misdemeanours have been 

reported in 61 cases.

SZiJJÁrTÓ: SiX AirCrAFT 
TrANSpOrTiNG 
prOTECTiVE GEAr 
lANDiNG ON WEDS

Six aircraft are scheduled to deliver 

protective gear to Budapest from 

China on Wednesday, including 12 

million surgical masks, 30,000 overalls 

and 200,000 visors, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said. It is imperative that 

doctors and nurses have a sufficient 

quantity and quality of protective 

gear, the minister said on Facebook. 

Wednesday’s shipment will be 

complimented by a production line 

to guarantee supplies of masks in the 

weeks and months ahead, the minister 

said on Facebook. An additional ten 

aircraft transporting respirators and 

additional protective masks, visors 

and gloves are scheduled to land in 

Budapest in the next few days, he 

added.

JOBBiK DEMANDS 
HUNGAriAN SOlDiErS 
SErViNG ABrOAD  
rETUrN TO HUNGArY

The opposition Jobbik party is 

urging the government to make 

arrangements for Hungarian soldiers 

serving outside Europe to return to 

Hungary. János Stummer, chairman 

of the parliament’s national security 

committee, told a press conference 

that the virus epidemic is likely 

to wreak devastation in Iraq and 

Afghanistan, where Hungarian soldiers 

are serving. He said the Hungarian 

units there were unprotected against 

novel coronavirus. Other states, he said, 

had already repatriated their troops. 

The soldiers are needed in Hungary, 

in any case, he added.

Andrea Varga-Damm, the defence 

and law enforcement committee’s 

deputy chairman, said 60% of around 

1,000 soldiers may return home. In the 

coming months, every healthy soldier, 

police officer and disaster protection 

officer will be needed in Hungary, he 

said, adding that once the epidemic 

is on the wane, soldiers may return to 

their former positions.

In response to a question, he 

criticised a current ruling alliance bill 

that would strip some powers from 

local mayors in a state of emergency, 

saying it would undermine local 

decision-making after the central 

government had already assumed 

overwhelming powers.

FOriNT STrENGTHENS 
FrOM HiSTOriC lOW 
AFTEr NBH TENDEr 
ANNOUNCEMENT

The forint started strengthening after 

a historic low on Wednesday following 

the central bank’s announcement of 

a tender for one-week deposits. The 

forint stood at 364.64 against the 

euro at 3.30pm after a historic low of 

369.63 before 3pm. On the first day of 

trading this year, the forint was at 331.11 

against the euro. The National Bank of 

Hungary (NBH) announced the launch 

of a tender for one-week deposits that 

pay the 0.90% central bank base rate.

The tender can “contribute to 

improving the efficiency of banking 

sector liquidity management and 

support a reduction in the stock of 

O/N deposits”, the NBH said. “The 

liquidity trends of the past weeks 

and the uneven distribution of 

liquidity between banks justifies the 

introduction of a liquidity sterilisation 

instrument,” it added.

The first tender for the one-week 

deposit will take place on Thursday, 

April 2. The tender parameters will 

be announced at noon. NBH rate-

setters decided at a monthly policy 

meeting late in March to undertake 

a series of coordinated measures “to 

provide the required level of liquidity 

for all economic agents”. The central 

bank’s Monetary Council said they 

were ready to take further measures to 

provide additional liquidity to preserve 

effective monetary policy transmission.

BUDApEST AirpOrT 
ENViSAGES rEDUCED 
BUSiNESS, pOSTpONED 
DEVElOpMENTS

Budapest’s international Liszt Ferenc 

Airport expects to lose some of 

its destinations out of the current 

schedule of 153 and will cancel several 

planned development projects, the 

head of operator Budapest Airport 

said in an open letter. Rolf Schnitzler 

said on Facebook that the airport on 
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April 1 handled 521 passengers and 

had 20 flight take offs, as opposed to 

45,000 passengers and 154 departures 

on this same day a year ago. By the end 

of April, the airport will have lost 2.5 

million seats of its total capacity, he 

added. The airport’s finances are stable 

and it will stay open, and is planning 

to go on with planned developments 

after the crisis is over, the CEO said, 

however. According to the letter, BA’s 

senior management has offered over 

60,000 euros from their salaries to set 

up a solidarity fund to help troubled 

employees of the company. 

BUDGET DEFiCiT 
 2% / GDp iN 2019

Hungary’s budget ran a 958 billion 

forint (EUR 2.7bn) deficit last year, 

equivalent to 2% of GDP, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. The 

government had targeted a shortfall of 

1.8% of GDP for the full year, calculated 

according to the European Union’s 

accrual-based accounting rules.

HUNGArY JANUArY 
TrADE SUrplUS rEViSED 
DOWN TO EUr 423 M

Hungary’s trade surplus for January 

was revised down to 423 million euros 

in a second reading of data released by 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH). In 

the first reading, published on March 

10, KSH had put the January surplus at 

433 million euros. The revised figures 

show imports rose by 2.4% year on year 

in value terms to 8.802 billion euros. 

Exports were up by 2.8% at 9.225 

billion. In volume terms, imports rose 

by 4.2% and exports by an annual 

3.2%. The trade surplus was up by 39 

million euros from the same month a 

year earlier.

HUNGArY pMi plUNGES 
TO 29.1

Hungary’s seasonally-adjusted 

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) 

plummeted to 29.1 points in March 

from 50.3 in February, showing the 

impact of the coronavirus pandemic, 

the Hungarian Association of 

Logistics, Purchasing and Inventory 

Management (Halpim), which compiles 

the index, said.

An index value above 50 shows 

expansion in the manufacturing 

sector, while a value under 50 signals 

contraction.

Among the sub-indices that 

comprise the PMI, the new orders 

index and the production volume 

index both fell under the 50-point 

mark. The employment index also 

dropped and was under 50. Delivery 

times were longer than in February.

Purchased inventories were down 

for the second month in a row after 

expanding for a period of 37 months.

EC AWArDS SZENTENDrE 
EUrOpEAN  
HEriTAGE lABEl

The Hungarian town of Szentendre 

is one of the ten recipients of the 

European Commission’s European 

Heritage Label, a distinction granted 

to sites with a significance in the 

history, culture and development 

of Europe, this year, under the 

commission’s decision announced 

on Tuesday.

Cultural heritage has played 

a major role in Szentendre’s 

development and enabled it to 

serve as a bridge between various 

cultural regions of the west and 

east, between the Balkans and the 

Carpathian Basin, and between 

Catholic and Orthodox Christianity, 

the EC said. “Szentendre is 

characterised by the spirit of multi-

ethnic and religious tolerance, urban 

resilience and creativity since the end 

of the 17th century, deriving from its 

cross-border location,” it said.

“The connections along the 

Danube River and the prolific 

cohabitation of its Hungarian and 

Serbian population and other 

cultures resulted in a place of 

peaceful coexistence, integration 

and productive exchange, shaping 

a unique architectural design,” the 

EC said.


