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Zoltán Kovács, the state secretary responsible for international communication and relations, reacted on Twitter to a 

statement by the president of the European Commission. In her statement, Ursula von der Leyen called for rapid and 

efficient action by the national governments to secure public health but added that those measures should not go against 

the EU’s fundamental principles and values. She also said that the measures should be justified and proportionate, and 

their effect must have an end date. 

The Hungarian government is in “full agreement” with the EC president, Kovács said, adding that the Hungarian measures 

were “focussed exclusively on the fight against the coronavirus epidemic”. Hungary respects the values of the EU, such as 

the rule of law and the freedom of the media, the state secretary said. 

Meanwhile, EC spokesman Eric Mamer said the commission would evaluate new clauses in the Hungarian penal code 

concerning the spreading of rumours, stressing that the freedoms of expression and the media must be respected even 

in hard times.

The Hungarian government’s emergency measures taken against the novel 
coronavirus epidemic are in compliance with the country’s constitution and European 
Union treaties, a government official has said.

EMERGENCY MEASURES ‘IN LINE WITH EU TREATIES’

Coronavirus updates

Stats office releases Jan retail figures, 
2019 Q4 budget data
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Debrecen windows expressing thanks to health-care workers
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
AGAIN UNDER FIRE 
FROM INTL LIBERAL 
MAINSTREAM

Hungary has yet again “come under 

fire from the international liberal 

mainstream”, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

minister, said on Facebook. Referring 

to criticism of Hungarian measures 

against the novel coronavirus, Szijjártó 

wrote: “There’s nothing surprising 

about the recent attack by the failed 

Italian left-wing prime minister, the 

German Socialists who are forever the 

little brother in the grand coalition, the 

never-elected Austrian Greens or the 

Luxembourg communists, or indeed 

the extremely intolerant northern 

liberals”. “The international liberal 

mainstream attacked us ten years 

ago when we sent the IMF packing,” 

he wrote, adding that the government 

also had come under attack for cutting 

taxes instead of introducing austerity 

and embarking on job-creation rather 

than continuing welfare benefits, 

“thereby protecting Hungary from 

the economic collapse”. 

“We were also attacked five years 

ago ... for building a fence on the 

southern border, under the command 

of the police and army to protect the 

security of the Hungarian people,” he 

wrote. “And the international liberal 

mainstream has attacked us even 

now, when the democratically elected 

Hungarian parliament has given us 

the authority to protect our country 

against the world pandemic.”

Szijjártó said such attacks were 

borne of “frustration and envy” 

because “they can only dream of 

the kind of social support that the 

Hungarian government has won by 

a two-thirds majority in the last three 

parliamentary elections.”

Meanwhile, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga told German public television 

ARD that the epidemic response bill was 

“democratic”, arguing that parliament 

could repeal the government’s 

authorisations “anytime”, which she 

said was unique in Europe. Varga added 

that it would also be up to parliament 

to declare the epidemic-related state of 

emergency over. Tímea Szabó, group 

leader of opposition Párbeszéd, was 

also invited to the programme. She 

insisted that over the past ten years the 

government had “always used its power 

to empty of its contents democracy 

and the rule of law” and demanded 

guarantees that “the government will 

not do the same in connection with 

efforts against the epidemic”.

NUMBER OF CONFIRMED 
COVID-19 CASES  
IN HUNGARY RISES TO 492

The number of confirmed cases of 

Covid-19 in Hungary has risen to 492, 

according to the koronavirus.gov.

hu website. Altogether 16 people 

have died and 37 recovered. Fully 61 

people are in quarantine, and 14,146 

coronavirus tests have been conducted. 

In addition to Hungarians, the cases 

include ten Iranians, two Britons, one 

Kazakh and one Vietnamese.

GOVT PUBLISHES 
DETAILED DATA ON 
COVID-19 DEATHS

The Government Information Centre 

has published detailed information 

on the sixteen patients who died in 

Hungary having contracted Covid-19. 

According to the data published on 

the koronavirus.gov.hu website, all but 

one of the patients who tested positive 

for the novel coronavirus infection and 

who subsequently died had had an 

underlying condition.

The majority were male and older 

than 70. The youngest person to die 

of the disease, who was 37, had a 

chronic pancreatic disease and liver 

damage, while the oldest, 94, already 

had a chronic lung disease. At least ten 

of the sixteen victims had heart and 

circulatory diseases. Other underlying 

conditions included cancer, diabetes, 

pancreatitis, the website said. One 

patient had had a kidney transplant. 

The site from Tuesday is showing the 

age, gender and underlying health 

conditions of those who have died of 

the disease, the website said.

Chief Medical Officer Cecília 

Müller told a press conference that 

the number of tests is growing 

significantly, and all suspicious cases 

will be examined. Müller said face 

masks were recommended primarily 

to health-care and law enforcement 

employees but the authorities were 

“not against others wearing it if that 

gives people a sense of safety.” In 

response to a question, Müller asked 
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Hungarians to postpone changing 

residence as that is not listed among 

the reasons to leave their homes 

during the curfew. For those choosing 

to separate themselves from their 

loved ones to protect them from 

infection, the authorities will assign 

a place of residence for the duration 

of the quarantine, she said. Covid-19 

patients will be treated in hospitals 

only if the severity of the symptoms 

warrants it, she said.

MASKS FROM CHINA 
DISTRIBUTED AMONG 82 
HOSPITALS 

Face masks and other medical 

protective gear Hungary recently 

received from China have been 

distributed among 82 designated 

hospitals, the central team in charge 

of Hungary’s response to the novel 

coronavirus epidemic said. Róbert Kiss, 

a member of the team’s emergency 

centre, said that the supplies will 

primarily be given to hospital staff, 

adding that the supplies were 

sufficient to ensure full protection for 

both staff and patients. Concerning 

criminal cases in connection with the 

epidemic, Kiss said legal proceedings 

are under way against 103 people, 

including 26 suspected of spreading 

rumours, 19 charged with endangering 

the public, and 22 with fraud. Nine 

people are being prosecuted for 

violating epidemiology rules, he said. 

In the past three days, the police issued 

warnings to 822 people for violating 

curfew rules, Kiss said.

GOVT EXTENDS 
EMERGENCY MEASURES 
AGAINST CORONAVIRUS

Hungary’s government has ordered 

the extension of emergency measures 

aimed at combatting the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, the Government 

Information Centre said. On Monday, 

parliament passed a law that grants 

the government enhanced powers to 

contain the spread of the virus. The law 

will end by a decision of parliament 

once the state of emergency has been 

declared over.

In a statement, the Government 

Information Centre noted that the law 

extends the appointment of hospital 

commanders tasked with heading 

the country’s hospitals along with the 

government’s economic measures 

such as the suspension of loan 

payments and enforcement orders. It 

also upholds the provision under which 

the rental contracts of businesses in 

the tourism, catering, entertainment, 

sport and culture sectors cannot be 

cancelled before June 30. Also, up 

until the end of June, employers are 

exempt from paying taxes on salaries, 

and the health insurance contribution 

is being capped at 7,710 forints (EUR 

21) and will be the only employment 

contribution during this period. Certain 

other contributions related to tourist 

operators are also forgiven.

The government declared the state 

of emergency in connection with 

protective measures against the virus 

on March 11.

DEFENCE MINISTER: 
51 HOSPITALS UNDER 
MILITARY COMMAND

Army officers have started their 

command of 51 hospitals out of 108 

in the country, the defence minister 

said. In an emergency situation it is 

extremely important that the virus 

should be handled under unified 

command, and that the management 

and use of materials should be directed 

and controlled centrally, Tibor Benkő 

told public news channel M1.

Hospital commanders have a 

supporting role and are not involved in 

making decisions on medical or health 

issues, he added. Their job is to submit 

proposals and requests to the national 

commander, who forwards them to the 

operative body in charge of handling 

the novel coronavirus, he said.

Benkő also said that an action group 

in charge of the security of strategic 

Hungarian companies has selected 

companies in the fields of food industry, 

oxygen supply, info-communications 

and energy. A total of 139 companies 

have been selected in the first round, 

and army teams have started their work 

in 84 of them. More companies will be 

selected during the week, he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: OVER 700 
HUNGARIANS RETURN  
FROM AUSTRIA, US, CANADA

Altogether 502 Hungarians returned 

home late on Monday in four buses 

and 150 cars from quarantined 
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localities in Austria’s Tyrol region, 

Péter Szijjártó, the foreign minister, 

said. Five localities in Tyrol in Austria 

had been under quarantine for two 

weeks from March 13. The Hungarians 

there had been working when the 

areas were placed under quarantine. 

Szijjártó noted that the quarantine 

order scheduled to expire on March 

28 had been extended to April 13, but 

exceptions were made for foreign 

nationals under strict conditions. 

They must stay in home quarantine 

for the next two weeks, he said. “But 

the most important thing is they are 

now home,” he added.

Meanwhile, two aircraft bringing 

home 257 Hungarians who were 

unable to return to Hungary from the 

US and Canada have taken off, Szijjártó 

said. He noted that more than 5,500 

Hungarians have been transported 

back so far as part of the “biggest 

homecoming scheme mounted in 

Hungarian history”. Two aircraft set 

off early on Tuesday for the hundreds 

of Hungarians stuck in North America, 

he said. People from five cities will be 

collected and the two aircraft will fly 

some 40,000kms, he added.

In addition to the 257 Hungarians 

who have asked for help in Canada 

and the US, eighteen Slovak citizens 

will also be transported home 

under the arrangements of central 

European and Visegrad Group 

cooperation, he said. One of the 

aircraft will even land in Toronto 

to pick up a consignment of 4,000 

masks donated to Hungarian health-

care staff, he added. The two aircraft 

are scheduled to land in Budapest 

on April 2. Work is continuing 

to bring home thousands of 

Hungarians who are still stranded 

around the world, Szijjártó said.

JOBBIK: EFFECTIVE ANTI-
VIRUS EFFORTS NEEDED 
INSTEAD OF ‘EXCESSIVE 
POWERS’

Opposition Jobbik has said 

effective efforts are needed in the 

fight against novel coronavirus, 

including comprehensive testing 

and honest press reports, instead of 

“excessive powers” handed to the 

government. Referring to Monday’s 

parliamentary vote approving a law 

that grants the government enhanced 

powers to contain the spread of novel 

coronavirus, the nationalist party’s 

deputy group leader, Kolomán 

Brenner, said it had been a “dark day 

for democracy”. 

“Viktor Orbán and Fidesz, 

assisted by a few mandate thieves 

and, unfortunately, the German 

national minority representative, 

approved the law” that grants 

powers for an unlimited period “to 

a government which already holds 

the most powers” in Europe, while 

stifling parliament’s powers and 

freedom of speech, he said. He 

criticised President János Áder for 

not objecting to the law but “very 

quickly signing” it. He added that 

“unlike other state leaders in Europe”, 

Áder had long remained silent about 

the epidemic.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
BORDER TRAFFIC  
WITH SERBIA, SLOVENIA

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has had 

talks with his Serbian and Slovenian 

counterparts to ensure smooth-

flowing freight and commuter traffic 

between Hungary and those two 

countries, the foreign ministry said. 

“We central Europeans live in tight 

interdependence,” Szijjártó told 

MTI, adding that tackling the novel 

coronavirus epidemic required close 

cooperation with neighbouring 

countries. Ensuring uninterrupted 

supplies is vitally important, he said. 

At the talks, agreement was reached 

that freight traffic will be maintained 

despite restrictions recently introduced 

by Serbia, Szijjártó said. Exports to 

Serbia and imports from that country 

will continue to cross the border at 

three places, he added. Hungary 

and Slovenia will work to provide an 

opportunity for commuters to cross 

the common border, he said, adding 

that people employed on the other 

side of the border will be allowed to 

use two further crossing points to go 

to work – at Kétvölgy and Bajánsenye.

LMP: FIDESZ GIVES UP 
NATIONAL COOPERATION 
IDEA

Ruling Fidesz has given up the idea 

of “fighting the coronavirus crisis 

through national cooperation”, a 

co-leader of opposition LMP told an 
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online press conference. Concerning 

parliament’s passing the government’s 

coronavirus bill on Monday, János 

Kendernay said that no other 

national assembly in Europe had 

“waived its rights and responsibilities 

without a time limit”. The Hungarian 

parliament has given up its right “to 

practise democracy even in a difficult 

situation and exercise control over the 

government”, he went on to say. “Not 

only can the government do without 

an opposition but without its own 

deputies, too,” Kendernay insisted. He 

added that the opposition had strived 

for consensus but the government 

was “not receptive”. “Nobody must 

have unlimited authorisations in a 

democracy,” Kendernay said, but 

added that his party would continue 

to contributing to efforts against the 

epidemic through its proposals, such 

as advocating broad-scale testing. “We 

can only heal the country together.”

GYURCSÁNY CALLS ON 
GOVT TO COMPENSATE 
LOST INCOMES FROM EU 
EPIDEMIC SUPPORT

Democratic Coalition (DK) leader 

Ferenc Gyurcsány has called on 

the government to use 5.6 billion 

euros of European Union funding 

granted to Hungary for handling 

novel coronavirus to compensate 

Hungarians who find themselves 

out of a job. At an online press 

conference, the leftist party leader 

said the EU acted fast “for a change”, 

and the money could be accessed 

within days to compensate for lost 

incomes. The government, however, 

has taken no steps to do so, he said.

Gyurcsány called on the government 

to pay 80% of the wages of those who 

lose their jobs or are sent on unpaid 

leave due to the epidemic. He also 

insisted that the government was 

late in reacting to the approaching 

epidemic. There are still not enough 

tests and protective gear available, 

Gyurcsány insisted. 

Meanwhile, at a separate press 

conference, deputy group leader 

Gergely Arató said DK was submitting 

a proposal to parliament allowing 

taxpayers to offer 1% of their 

personal income taxes to novel 

coronavirus response. Taxpayers 

currently can channel 1% of their PIT 

to a foundation and another 1% to a 

registered church of their choosing. 

DK proposes that a further 1% could 

be offered to the epidemic response, 

which had put “a lot of people into a 

hopeless situation”, Arató said. 

Arató said local authorities and 

civil organisations were fighting 

“with all their might” to protect the 

elderly, the homeless and families 

living in deep poverty at the time of 

the coronavirus epidemic. Referring 

to government measures, he said 

the epidemic response was not just 

a law enforcement or military issue. 

“Compassion, empathy and humanity 

is in greater demand than ever,” he said.

Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch said in 

reaction that the EU had not granted 

Hungary any emergency funding. “This 

whole thing about the EU funding is 

just like the Loch Ness Monster: many 

people talk about it but no one’s seen 

it,” Deutsch said in a Facebook post. 

“They haven’t seen it because it doesn’t 

exist. Neither the monster, nor the 

funding. Enough said.”

FOOD SUPPLIES SECURE  
IN HUNGARY

Food supplies are secure in Hungary 

and will remain so in the coming 

months despite the novel coronavirus 

epidemic, the government said on 

its koronavirus.gov.hu website. All 

efforts are being made to maintain 

undisturbed supplies and strict 

action will be taken against those 

that overcharge for food products, 

the website added.

Hungary’s agriculture and food 

industry are capable of supplying 

25 million people and more than 

80% of base materials are produced 

domestically, it said. The government 

has taken measures to improve 

conditions for public road freight 

transport and retail trading. Ministries 

involved in food supplies maintain 

continual contacts with players in the 

sector, professional organisations and 

distributors in order to learn about any 

difficulties that may arise, it added.

HUNGARIAN WAGES GROW 
9.2% IN JAN

Wage growth for full-time workers 

in Hungary rose by an annual 9.2% in 

January, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. The average gross monthly 
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wage came to 375,200 forints (EUR 

1,050) in January. Net wages also grew 

by 9.2%, to 249,500 forints.

The Ministry of Innovation 

and Technology (ITM) said in a 

statement after the data release 

that the effects of novel coronavirus 

on wages would be palpable, and 

the main challenge would be job-

protection. The ministry noted 

that wages in the private sector 

grew by 8.6%, while in the public 

sector, stripping out fostered jobs, 

they increased at a faster clip, by 

9.7%. Financial sector employees 

saw the biggest wage increases 

but other sectors such as health, 

construction and agriculture also 

enjoyed significant rises, it added.

It said Hungary had so far achieved 

exceptional economic performance 

in international comparison, and 

the government is drawing up an 

economic recovery plan to help people 

retain their jobs and earn a living.

Wage growth for full-time workers 

in Hungary slowed in January after 

months of double-digit growth, the 

KSH said. Calculating with annual 

inflation of 4.7% in January, real wages 

were up 4.3%.

Excluding the 93,400 Hungarians 

in fostered work programmes, the 

average gross wage rose by 8.8% to 

385,300 forints, while net wages grew 

at the same rate, to 256,200.

HUNGARY PPI STEADY  
AT 3.8% IN FEB

Hungary’s industrial producer 

price index increased by an annual 

3.8% in February, the same rate as 

the preceding month, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. KSH said PPI 

was lifted by wage growth, changes to 

the forint’s exchange rate and global 

commodity prices.

HUNGARIAN SWIMMERS 
TEST POSITIVE  
FOR CORONAVIRUS

Hungarian Swimming Federation 

MÚSZ said that by Tuesday evening 

nine people had tested positive for 

the novel coronavirus among the 

swimmers, trainers and other staff 

members tested. They have all taken 

up isolation for 14 days after returning 

from training abroad, the federation 

said in a statement.

World swimming champion Boglárka 

Kapás and world championship bronze 

medallist Dominik Kozma confirmed 

their positive tests earlier in the day. 

Kapás said she would have needed 

two negative tests in order to continue 

her preparations, but her second test 

had come out positive. She said she 

was “feeling perfectly well” and had 

not noticed any symptoms. Kapás 

won bronze in 800 metre freestyle at 

the Rio Olympics in 2016 and won the 

200 metre butterfly at the Gwangju 

world championships last year. 

Kozma, who came third in the men’s 

4×100 metre freestyle relay of the 

2017 world championships hosted by 

Hungary and is a four-time European 

championship bronze medallist, told 

public news channel M1 that he, too, 

was asymptomatic.

AUDIT OFFICE TO REVIEW 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
FOR ANTI-CORRUPTION 
COMPLIANCE

Hungary’s state audit office (ÁSZ) is 

reviewing the compliance of local 

authorities in tackling corruption. 

Over the next two weeks, councils 

will be required to submit up-to-date 

documents showing their anti-graft 

activity in terms of their daily operations, 

the auditor said. The state of emergency 

connected to the novel coronavirus 

heightens the risk of corruption, ÁSZ 

said, adding that orderly operations 

and rules-observance was of paramount 

importance.


