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Police are informing people of the new rules in a “helpful, empathetic and true-hearted manner”, Róbert Kiss, an official of 

the board’s emergency centre, told an online press conference, thanking the public for their cooperation.

He said that starting on Monday, hospitals will be commandeered to ensure tight management of supplies with military 

precision. The acquisition of medical supplies will continue, with 27 tonnes of personal protective equipment already 

received and two aircraft scheduled to bring 3,270,000 more pieces, he added. 

State secretary Csaba Dömötör told MTI that Hungary’s government was informing the public of the most important 

aspects of curfew restrictions introduced on Saturday because of the novel coronavirus on the television, on the internet, 

on billboards and by phone. The phone calls also note that supermarkets and pharmacies are open only to Hungarians 

aged 65 and over between 9.00 in the morning and noon. 

Curfew restrictions have entered into effect, the operative board coordinating the 
response to the novel coronavirus epidemic said on Saturday.
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JUSTICE MINISTER 
DEFENDS BILL IN POLITICO

Justice Minister Judit Varga firmly 

rejected criticism of Hungary’s 

recent bill on coronavirus related 

measures, in a letter published 

by Politico, saying that “Europe’s 

hysterical reaction to emergency 

measures is evidence of double 

standards”.  “False claims about 

a power grab in Hungary are 

spreading as quickly as the 

coronavirus,” Varga said in the 

opinion section of the Brussels-

based news outlet. Hungary has 

acted swiftly and decisively to 

contain the epidemic, the minister 

said. The government declared 

a state of emergency to protect 

the life and health of the country’s 

citizens, Varga said, noting that 

several other EU countries had 

enacted similar extraordinary 

measures.

She said that political attacks 

against the government are based 

on “an incorrect interpretation, 

or in some cases international 

distortion”, urging critics “to 

read first” the bill which is their 

subject. “The bill does not seek 

to remove democratic checks 

and balances,” Varga said, adding 

that Hungary’s parliament has the 

power to revoke at any time the 

authorisation the motion gives 

to the government. She said that 

the authorisation given to the 

government is also limited, adding 

that the rule of law will not be 

“suspended”.

The measures introduced 

in Hungary are “necessary, 

proportionate, and limited,” the 

justice minister said, calling on 

the EU to exercise equal and fair 

treatment and not to apply double 

standards.

HUNGARY CONFIRMED 
CASES REACH 408, TWO 
MORE PATIENTS DEAD

The number of people confirmed to 

be infected with novel coronavirus 

in Hungary has grown to 408, with 

more Hungarian citizens having 

tested positive, and two more patients 

have died, the government website 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday.

So far, thirteen people have died 

from the virus, the website said.

Of the 408 confirmed cases in 

the country, 10 are Iranian, 2 are 

British, one is Kazakh, another 

Vietnamese, and the remaining 394 

are Hungarian, the website added. 

The number of people confirmed as 

having recovered from the virus has 

remained unchanged from Friday at 

34, it said. Altogether 71 people are 

in quarantine in hospital and a total 

of 12,148 test samples have been 

taken. The epidemic in Hungary 

is at the stage of group infections 

spread in communities, the website 

said. Infected people can be found 

everywhere in the country and 

anyone could be already infected, it 

added.

HOSPITAL COMMANDERS 
GET COMMISSIONING 
LETTERS

The first hospital commanders - 

uniformed people who will make 

it easier for health-care workers to 

do their jobs - were issued their 

commissioning letters on Sunday 

afternoon, Tibor Lakatos, who 

heads the operations centre of the 

operative board, which is coordinating 

Hungary’s efforts to contain the novel 

coronavirus, said at an online press 

conference.

The commanders will be tasked 

with managing hospitals’ inventories, 

facilitating the flow of information 

and ensuring the security of hospital 

premises, Lakatos said. They will 

take over some of the administrative 

burden from health-care workers, 

allowing more resources for treating 

patients, he added. The commanders 

will take no decisions nor make 

any recommendations concerning 

professional issues of a medical nature, 

Lakatos said.

Cross-border traffic of freight, as 

well as of people commuting to their 

jobs is running smoothly, he said. 

Fielding a question, Lakatos said police 

concentrated on enforcing curfew 

restrictions at markets and shopping 

centres on Saturday, the first day they 

were in force. Feedback was positive: 

people understand the importance 

of social distancing and of allowing 

people 65 and over to shop during 

designated periods, he added. The 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

MARCH 30, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

curfew restrictions prohibit anyone but 

those who are 65 and over from doing 

shopping in supermarkets, pharmacies 

and stores that sell cosmetics and 

household products between 9.00 in 

the morning and noon.

Lakatos said deliveries of personal 

protective equipment that arrived 

in Hungary last week are being 

stockpiled. Deliveries of protective 

gear at present are coming from 

existing inventories, and efforts are 

being made to ensure every hospital 

has at least one week of PPE on hand, 

he added.

MÜLLER: MANY MORE 
INFECTIONS EXPECTED

More and more people are expected 

to become infected with the new 

coronavirus in Hungary, and many new 

cases will be diagnosed, the country’s 

chief medical officer said at an online 

press conference of the operative 

board, which is coordinating Hungary’s 

response to the pandemic.

More and more laboratory tests are 

being conducted, although still only 

in the contact-tracing phase, Cecília 

Müller said. Seven laboratories are 

working around the clock to process 

the tests, she said. So far, 12,148 have 

been completed, she added. She said 

the spread of the virus would move 

to the next phase, in which masses of 

people are infected, “in the coming 

days, within a week”. That is why 

people must take curfew and social 

distancing restrictions seriously, 

she added. She said the death rate 

of those infected with the virus in 

Hungary, relative to population, is not 

very high compared to the rest of the 

countries affected by the pandemic, 

but added that there is little value in 

making such comparisons as every 

country is managing the pandemic in 

their own way. The conditions of the 

cases who died correspond to overall 

mortality data for Hungary: about 

half had heart or circulatory system 

diseases and one-quarter had cancer, 

she said. The average age of those who 

died was 69, she added. She said 14 of 

the confirmed coronavirus cases are 

on ventilators.

HEALTH-CARE WORKERS 
TO USE LONG-DISTANCE 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR 
FREE

Hungary’s health-care workers are 

getting a free pass for all long-

distance public transport services 

around the country, state secretary 

Tamás Schanda said at an online 

press conference of the operative 

board coordinating Hungary’s 

response to the novel coronavirus 

pandemic.

Health-care workers may travel 

free of charge on the passenger 

services of railway companies MAV 

and GYSEV, and of Volánbusz and 

other long-distance bus companies 

until the state of emergency is 

lif ted, Schanda said.  Later on 

Saturday, Budapest public transport 

company BKK said health-care 

workers may ride for free on local 

public transport in the capital, on 

the basis of a decision by Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony.

LMP: GOV’T ABUSES ITS 
POWER IN ABSENCE OF 
POLITICAL CONSENUS

Opposition LMP believes the 

government abuses its power if there 

is a lack of political consensus with 

regard to managing the country’s 

response to the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, the green party’s co-leader 

said at an online press conference. 

Erzsébet Schmuck said LMP has 

proposed three modifications to a 

bill submitted to parliament by the 

government extending the state 

of emergency. The party wants the 

inclusion of a sunset clause in the 

bill, it believes parliamentary group 

leaders should be able to turn to 

the Constitutional Court during the 

state of emergency, and it wants to 

block provisions which it sees as an 

obstruction to freedom of speech, she 

added.

DEUTSCH URGES EU HELP 
FOR ‘COUNTRIES LIKE 
HUNGARY’

MEPs of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz-

Christian Dem coalition urge the 

European Commission to come up 

with proposals aimed at helping 

countries in a similar situation to 

Hungary in terms of protection 

against coronavirus and mitigating 

the epidemic’s economic and social 
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ramifications, Fidesz MEP Tamás 

Deutsch said on public television. 

Deutsch said that the European 

Parliament’s aid package of 37 billion 

euros, passed on Thursday, would only 

benefit “some one third, fewer than 

half” of European Union members. “For 

us, Hungarians, this proposal will not 

mean a single cent in extra funding,” 

he insisted.

The Fidesz-Christian Democrat 

group in the European People’s Party 

has asked the party group’s leadership 

to forward its own package to the 

Commission, aimed at helping “the 

other two thirds” of countries, Deutsch 

said. Concerning details, Deutsch 

said that the EC should provide pre-

financing in areas where a member 

state has not yet tied up allocated 

community funds. “This would result 

in extra resources for Hungary,” he 

said. Deutsch called it important that 

EU funds should not only be used in 

economically underdeveloped regions 

because “the virus is not selective” and 

better-off regions, such as central 

Hungary, could also require assistance.

KSH: ALMOST ONE-
FIFTH OF HUNGARIANS 
ESPECIALLY VULNERABLE 
TO COVID-19

Close to one-fifth of Hungarians are 

especially vulnerable to infection by 

Covid-19, a dossier of data related to 

the pandemic compiled by the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) shows. The data 

show 19.3% of Hungary’s residents 

are 65 or older, a high-risk group for 

Covid-19. The number of 65-and-overs 

stands at 1.9 million. About three-

tenths of them live alone, although 

that ratio is significantly higher in 

the Great Plains region, in Southern 

Transdanubia and in the capital.

HUNGARY WELCOMES 
NORTH MACEDONIA’S 
NATO INTEGRATION

The Hungarian government welcomes 

North Macedonia’s accession to NATO, 

the foreign ministry told MTI on Friday.

North Macedonia’s NATO entry, 

which Hungary has consistently 

supported since the very beginning, 

will significantly contribute to 

increasing stability and security not 

only in the Western Balkans but the 

whole Euro-Atlantic region and will 

strengthen NATO capacities to tackle 

challenges, the ministry said in a 

statement.

North Macedonia officially became 

a NATO member on Friday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY, 
SLOVAKIA SEEK TO 
CONTINUE SMOOTH 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION

Hungary and Slovakia will continue to 

build smooth economic ties in future, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said, 

after talks with Richard Sulik, Slovakia’s 

new economy minister. “We agreed... 

that we will continue to promote the 

free flow of goods across the border,” 

Szijjártó said, adding that Slovakia was 

Hungary’s third largest trade partner, 

the turnover of bilateral trade reaching 

10 billion euros last year. “Fast border 

crossing for trucks is crucial to maintain 

the operations of the economy and 

ensure continuous retail supplies,” 

Szijjártó said.

 DK PRESSES FOR FREE 
HOME TESTS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is urging the government to 

procure rapid home tests for the novel 

coronavirus and make them available 

free of charge to Hungarian citizens, 

the party’s spokesman said.

Various rapid tests have become 

available in Europe and the US that 

give results in a few minutes or hours, 

Balázs Barkóczi said on Facebook.

Such tests could be transported to 

Hungary in a week or two and they 

would help radically reduce the spread 

of infection, he said. Additionally, 

they would free the health-care 

system of a huge burden, considering 

that “centralised state testing has 

collapsed”, Barkóczi said.

PÁRBESZÉD TO LAUNCH 
PETITION FOR BASIC 
INCOME

Opposition Párbeszéd party will launch 

an online petition for introducing a 

basic income as a coronavirus-related 

crisis management measure, a party 

lawmaker said. Párbeszéd has been 

campaigning for five years asking the 

government to introduce a 100,000 

forint (EUR 282) basic income for 
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every Hungarian citizen, deputy 

group leader Bence Tordai told an 

online press conference. He said that 

now there was no time to reform the 

entire social welfare system, which is 

why Párbeszéd had come up with a 

new proposal.

The 1,100 billion forints that would 

be required for the purpose could be 

paid from the central budget available 

due to suspended or cancelled state 

investment projects, and from the one-

percent tax levied on assets worth over 

500 million forints, he said.

HUNGARY TO SEND 
CHARTER FLIGHTS TO 
PICK UP HUNGARIANS 
STRANDED IN N AMERICA

The Hungarian government will next 

week send two charter flights to bring 

back Hungarian nationals stranded in 

the US and Canada, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on social media. 

Szijjártó said that there were still 

several hundred Hungarians in the 

two countries, adding that Hungary’s 

diplomatic services had helped 667 

Hungarian nationals return in the past 

few days. Those who wish to return 

aboard the flights next week should 

register at Hungary’s representations, 

he added. The two flights, operated 

by WizzAir, will collect Hungarians 

from Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, 

Miami and “a city in Canada”, Szijjártó 

said, adding that there were 460 seats 

available on the two aircraft. Szijjártó 

stressed that the operation was aimed 

at helping Hungarian visitors back 

home rather than Hungarians residing 

in the States or Canada.

SOCIALISTS: GOVT HAS 
HUF 520 BN IN EU FUNDS 
AT ITS DISPOSAL

The government currently has a total 

520 billion forints in EU funding at its 

disposal for prevention against the 

novel coronavirus epidemic, Socialist 

MEP István Ujhelyi told an online press 

conference. In a Facebook post, Ujhelyi 

quoted EU Commissioner Elisa Ferreira 

as informing him that Hungary’s state 

budget includes two items totalling 

1.43 billion euros, which the Hungarian 

government was to refund to the 

European Commission, but which 

could now be disbursed in the country 

under a Thursday EU decision. Ujhelyi 

insisted that the government was lying 

when it said that it could no longer 

use those funds because those sums, 

as part of the 2014-2020 EU budget, 

were all tied up. He added that the 1.4 

billion euro sum was part of a total 5.6 

billion euros allocated to Hungary from 

the EU’s 37 billion euro aid package 

passed on Thursday. The MEP spoke 

highly of the EU’s efforts “to intervene 

in the most difficult situation in its 

history”, trying to ensure funds for 

member state to fight the epidemic. 

Ujhelyi called on the government “not 

to contradict European solidarity and 

to contribute to joint efforts”. Ruling 

Fidesz said in a statement that “the 

EU has not provided any resources 

for protection against the epidemic”, 

and insisted that the Hungarian 

government has so far spent a total 245 

billion forints on coronavirus-related 

measures from central coffers.

BUDAPEST SPRING 
FESTIVAL CANCELLED

This year’s Budapest Spring Festival, 

scheduled for April 3-19, has been 

cancelled, the organisers said. 

“Following the decision of the 

Hungarian Government, in accordance 

with guidelines issued in response to 

the global health emergency, the 40th 

jubilee Budapest Spring Festival will be 

cancelled,” the organisers said on the 

festival’s website. The organisers said 

tickets will be refunded via the festival’s 

website, and promised further details 

on the refund process soon.


