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The Iranian patient is a student enrolled at Budapest’s Semmelweis University and the woman is the 74-year-old wife of 

the elderly Hungarian man who had tested positive over the weekend, the government website providing updates about 

the coronavirus outbreak said. Both new patients were identified by health authorities as they were tracing the contacts 

of earlier patients.

Semmelweis University issued a statement later on Monday, saying the Iranian patient concluded his studies at the university 

in February 2019 and has not attended courses since.

The Goethe Institute in Budapest announced that it would suspend its language courses until Wednesday, after they were 

informed by the authorities that one of their students is among the coronavirus cases. Chief Medical Officer Cecília Müller 

told a press conference on Friday that students in the same language course with an Iranian student who had tested 

positive for coronavirus may have been affected.

The Hungarian authorities have reported another two cases of the new coronavirus, 
after another Iranian student and a Hungarian woman tested positive for the virus, 
raising the number of cases to nine overall so far.

HUNGARY CORONAVIRUS CASES RISE TO NINE
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OPERATIVE BOARD: TWO 
IRANIAN PATIENTS NOT 
COOPERATING WITH 
DOCTORS

Two Iranian students who are being 

detained at South Pest Central Hospital 

suffering from the Covid-19 disease 

have tried to evade quarantine rules, 

the head of Hungary’s operative 

board in charge of handling the new 

coronavirus outbreak said. Tibor 

Lakatos told a press conference that 

the students had shown “unacceptable 

behaviour at night and during the day” 

and tried to evade quarantine rules. 

Besides showing a lack of cooperation, 

they also threw chairs out of the 

ward, he added. Any foreign patients 

who refuse to cooperate with the 

authorities risk being expelled from 

the country, he said. In the presence of 

police officers at St László Hospital, staff 

are maintaining the secure isolation of 

the students, he added.

The foreign ministry has decided 

that visas issued to Iranian citizens 

that have not yet been stamped may 

not enter Hungary. No action will be 

taken against any Iranians who have 

a valid visa and are already present 

in Hungary unless they break the 

law or refuse to abide by epidemic 

measures, he added. People who 

refuse to cooperate will be detained 

by the immigration police for six 

months, which can be extended for 

another six months, before being 

deported, an immigration official said. 

Iranian citizens have been informed 

about the rules, and the Iranian 

embassy, too, has been asked to pass 

on this information to its citizens.

Further, Budapest and Debrecen 

airports are suspending flights from 

Northern Italy airports. So far 6,598 

people have been screened at 

Hungary’s airports and 427 at road 

border crossings. Also, two information 

hotlines in connection with the new 

virus have received 4,105 calls, he said, 

adding that calls continue to stream 

in. The purpose of the hotlines, he 

added, is not to manage patients. Any 

suspicion of illness should be reported 

by phone to the local GP, he said.

Meanwhile, Hungary’s protocol for 

the new coronavirus test is likely to 

be changed soon, following protocol 

changes made by the European 

Centre for Disease Prevention and 

Control (ECDC), János Szlávik, head 

of infectology at South Pest Central 

Hospital, told the press conference. The 

changes are expected to reflect new 

clinical and geographic considerations, 

he said. Also, the test for new 

coronavirus may be conducted in the 

private sector in the future, though 

a confirmatory test that is regarded 

as official will be carried out by an 

accredited laboratory of the National 

Centre for Public Health, he added.

Hungary’s chief medical officer has 

ordered visiting restrictions to be put 

in place at all of the country’s hospitals 

and nursing homes as a precaution 

to prevent the spread of the new 

coronavirus, the National Public Health 

Centre (NNK) said. The nationwide ban 

will remain in place until further notice. 

NNK quoted chief medical officer Cecília 

Müller as saying that information about 

the new virus so far indicates that the 

Covid-19 disease primarily affects the 

elderly or those with illnesses. The 

virus can spread quickly in closed 

communities and potentially cause 

a high number of fatalities, NNK said, 

adding that the ban was introduced “in 

the interest of protecting the lives and 

health of those in vulnerable groups 

and preventing their infection”.

Meanwhile, Pál Győrfi, spokesman for 

Hungary’s National Ambulance Service 

(OMSZ), told public news channel M1 

that OMSZ would make additional 

ambulances available in every county 

and Budapest for transporting patients 

with suspected coronavirus symptoms.

ORBÁN MEETS NORTH 
MACEDONIA PARTY 
DELEGATION

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, who 

heads Hungary’s ruling Fidesz party, 

met leaders of North Macedonia’s 

VMRO, Fidesz’s sister party. VMRO 

chairman Hristijan Mickoski and deputy 

leader Aleksandar Nikoloski briefed 

Orbán on North Macedonia’s election 

campaign, the prime minister’s press 

office said. The officials asked the 

Orbán to press the European Union 

to start accession talks with North 

Macedonia as soon as possible. The 

migration crisis at the Turkey-Greece 

border was also discussed, as well 

as political challenges facing the 

European People’s Party, of which both 

Fidesz and VMRO are members.
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TEACHER UNION 
PROTESTS AGAINST 
VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
CHANGES

The PDSZ teacher union has sent 

a petition to the innovation and 

technology ministry calling on the 

government to cancel planned 

vocational training reforms. PDSZ head 

Tamás Szűcs told a press conference 

that the plan had been drafted 

without involving professionals in 

the field, and those affected would 

not have enough time to adapt to 

the changes. Under the new rules, 

vocational trainers would no longer be 

subject to the law on public servants 

but would be regulated by the Labour 

Code instead, he noted, adding that 

this posed a “great danger” to the 

profession. The PDSZ union wants its 

strike committee to join forces with 

that of PSZ, another teacher union, he 

said. At an earlier protest, Szűcs said 

the government had “blocked” two 

demonstrations of teachers, saying it 

was nearly impossible to hold a strike 

in Hungary’s public sector.

GOVT REVEALS 
BOLD ENVIRONMENT 
PROTECTION PLAN

The government’s climate and nature 

protection action plan is based on 

the views of ordinary Hungarians, 

a state secretary of the innovation 

and technology ministry said. Anita 

Boros told a press conference that 

Hungarians were more committed 

to protecting the environment than 

the average European Union citizen. 

Under the action plan, a new authority 

will control waste management 

from July on, Boros said, adding that 

disposable plastic containers will be 

withdrawn from circulation in 2021 

and a deposit scheme introduced for 

metal containers as well as glass and 

plastic bottles. The government will 

take steps to clean rivers and protect 

Hungary’s waters from pollution 

from abroad, and ten new trees will 

be planted for every new-born in the 

country. The government will also 

support the introduction of cheap 

electric vehicles, she added.

GOVT TO SPEND HUF 1 BN 
ON ‘STRONG HUNGARIAN 
COMMUNITIES’ SCHEMES

The Prime Minister’s Office is 

allocating 1 billion forints (EUR 3m) for 

programmes aimed at strengthening 

Hungarian communities beyond 

the border, state secretary Árpád 

János Potápi told a roundtable. The 

initiative dubbed “2020: A year for 

strong Hungarian communities”, 

launched by the Permanent Hungarian 

Conference in November last year, will 

have programmes in parallel with the 

Year of National Cohesion marking 

the 100th anniversary of the post-

WWI Trianon Peace Treaty, Potápi said. 

Through the schemes, the government 

seeks to provide assistance to ethnic 

Hungarians abroad, so that “living in 

an ethnic Hungarian community is not 

a drawback but an advantage and a 

resource.” The government seeks to 

reinforce Hungarian communities in 

the Carpathian Basin by strengthening 

ties with them and building further 

relations, the state secretary added.

MINISTER: HUNGARY, 
MIT TO COOPERATE ON 
HEALTH TECHNOLOGY 
RESEARCH

Hungary’s University of Debrecen 

is partnering with General Electric 

to conduct health science research 

within the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology’s LinQ Catalyst health 

technology research programme, 

the innovation and technology 

minister said. At a press conference 

detailing an innovation cooperation 

agreement between MIT and Hungary 

and the University of Debrecen and 

General Electric, László Palkovics 

said the government was working 

to make Hungary a country that not 

only produced high-tech solutions but 

was also a base for their development. 

Hungary is poised to shape the future 

of health research after being given 

special status in MIT’s LinQ Catalyst 

programme, the minister said.

RÉTVÁRI: CHILD POVERTY 
RATE SHOWS MAJOR FALL 
IN HUNGARY

Hungary has reported the third fastest 

drop in the child poverty rate in the 

European Union since 2010, the deputy 

leader of the Christian Democrats 
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said, citing a recent Eurostat survey. In 

2010, Hungary ranked 25th in terms 

of child poverty and social exclusion 

among the bloc’s 28 member states, 

Bence Rétvári of the junior ruling party 

told MTI. Fresh Eurostat data show 

that the country has since moved 

up seven places on the list, he said. 

Latvia and Poland have also seen major 

improvements on this score, he added. 

Rétvári said the data showed that 

the Hungarian government’s policy 

focused on family support, job creation 

and tax cuts had yielded strong results.

BUDGET DEFICIT 69.4% / FY 
TARGET AT END-FEB

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a 254.6 

billion forint (EUR 757.1m) deficit at the 

end of February, reaching 69.37% of the 

367.0 billion forint full-year target, the 

finance ministry said in a preliminary 

release. In February alone, the general 

government deficit reached 345 billion. 

The central budget deficit reached 

283.7 billion forints, while the separate 

state funds were 36.3 billion forints in 

the black and the social insurance 

funds were 7.2 billion forints in the red.

The finance ministry said Hungary’s 

economic performance in 2019 

provides a solid base for this year, too. 

“The government intends to continue 

strengthening the competitiveness of 

the Hungarian economy in the interest 

of keeping the pace of growth at least 

two percentage points over the EU 

average,” it added.

ROAD ACCIDENTS 
RESULTING IN INJURY, 
DEATH DECLINE  
IN HUNGARY

The number of road accidents 

in Hungary resulting in injury or 

death fell almost 2% to 16,627 in 

2019, data compiled by the Central 

Statistical Office show. A total of 

22,198 people were injured or killed 

in the accidents, also down 2%. Fully 

one-quarter suffered serious injuries 

and close to 3% died. Driver error was 

the cause of over 93% of accidents 

during the period.

BANKING ASSOC ISSUES 
GUIDELINES FOR MANAGING 
CORONAVIRUS RISK

The Hungarian Banking Association 

has issued guidelines for lenders 

to manage risks related to the new 

coronavirus. The association said 

banking staff should inform their 

employers of any contact they have 

with people from coronavirus outbreak 

areas as well of any participation 

at events with big crowds. The 

association recommended limiting 

trips abroad and suspending visits by 

foreigners. It also said telecommuting 

should be an option. The association 

drafted the guidelines in cooperation 

with business association MGYOSZ and 

the Hungarian Leasing Association.


