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Szijjártó noted that during debates on the 2015 migration crisis, “Hungary was savaged in the strongest possible terms when 

we talked about having to protect our borders, build a fence and send soldiers and policemen to the border to protect the 

country.” Hungary’s stance has since become mainstream in Europe, as the “EU was speaking today about the protection 

of its external borders, resistance to migration pressure and supporting the fight against illegal border crossings,” he said. 

Europe has to make it clear that it does not tolerate illegal crossings. The EU has spent five years with the mistaken attempt 

to manage rather than stop it. Now, the debate ended with the section on the management of migration scrapped from 

the declaration, he said.

Szijjártó said he had made it clear that Hungary would protect its borders and security, no matter the pressure, and had 

ensured Greece of Hungary’s solidarity in a similar endeavour. Turkey announced on Feb. 28 that it would no longer be 

able to halt the increased number of migrants on their way to Europe from Syria and other countries.

The European Union has pledged its full solidarity to Greece, which is facing massive 
pressure due to migrants arriving from Turkey, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 
Zagreb, after an extraordinary session of EU foreign ministers.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: EU PLEDGES SOLIDarITY TO GrEEcE

Updates on new coronavirus 
outbreak

EU health officials meet to discuss 
new coronavirus in Brussels

Informal meeting of EU foreign 
ministers in Zagreb

commemoration of ethnic hungarian 
politician János Esterházy
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A Catholic priest places protective foil on the grille of the confessional as a 
preventive measure against the new coronavirus
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OrBÁN: ‘Era OF SOBrIETY 
KNOcKING ON OUr DOOr’

After an era of liberal and globalist 

illusions, “the era of sobriety is 

knocking on our door”, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said at a festive assembly 

of the national police force marking 

its 100th anniversary in Parliament. 

This can be seen in the stricter 

migration policy being pursued in 

Europe and the strong state response 

to the new coronavirus, the prime 

minister said. “Order is the foundation 

of freedom,” Orbán said. “This is why 

we protect the borders, stem the 

flow of migrants, support victims, 

condemn and put an end to prison 

business, raise our children to forge a 

healthy family and national identity, 

support our police force and are 

proud of our achievements,” Orbán 

said. “Time also vindicates us in this 

debate,” he added.

Orbán said that people who regard 

the interests of the community -- 

and the legislation that protects it 

-- as needless curbs on the individual 

generally support migration and drug 

liberalisation, while privileging the 

rights of criminals instead of victims. 

Such people, he added, prefer not to 

reinforce the child’s natural gender 

identity. They also want to place 

limits on the operations of armed 

bodies, he said. The prime minister 

told his audience that the government 

appreciated the work of the police and 

intended to recognise it financially, 

“even though there is still work to be 

done” in this area. “The intention is 

there, however,” he added.

Orbán said the work of police officers 

was important in international affairs as 

well as at home. “In today’s turbulent 

world, order and security have become 

highly valuable commodities,” he 

said, adding that Hungary’s strong 

economic and diplomatic position 

in the world was thanks largely to its 

ability to operate in an orderly and safe 

environment. “This is also why police 

officers have the confidence of the 

Hungarian people on a daily basis,” 

Orbán said.

hUNGarY cONFIrMS 
FOUrTh caSE OF NEW 
cOrONaVIrUS

Hungarian authorities have confirmed 

the country’s fourth case of the new 

coronavirus, after the Iranian girlfriend 

of one of the Iranian students diagnosed 

with Covid-19 earlier this week also 

tested positive for the new virus. 

Both students are now being treated 

at Budapest’s St. László Hospital, the 

government website providing updates 

about the coronavirus outbreak said. 

After the patient’s test came back 

positive, the authorities immediately 

began looking into whom she had 

come into contact with, the website 

said. The authorities will provide more 

information on her condition and the 

next steps concerning her diagnosis at 

a later time, it added.

Earlier on Thursday, a Hungarian man 

who recently returned from Milan also 

tested positive for the new virus.

In reaction, Budapest’s Eötvös 

Loránd University has ordered a two-

week quarantine for students and 

staff returning form areas affected by 

the new coronavirus, the university 

said on its website. The website said 

staff and students who returned from 

China, South Korea, northern Italy 

and Iran in the past 14 days, or met 

people who did so, are asked to self-

isolate in their homes and stay away 

from university events. Quarantine 

should be maintained until March 

19, the website said. The university 

is cancelling indefinitely the courses 

the two students had attended, 

and has called on staff and students 

who attended the classes in the past 

fortnight to stay away from the ELTE 

campus, the website said.

Meanwhile, fifteen Japanese tourists 

were taken to Budapest’s St. László 

Hospital after displaying symptoms of 

the new coronavirus, the government 

website providing updates about the 

outbreak has said. All of the tourists 

have a cough but are “in good physical 

condition”, the website said.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in a video message on Facebook that 

a Hungarian national infected by the 

new coronavirus has been quarantined 

in Brazil. The individual in Brasilia 

is the 13th Hungarian citizen to be 

quarantined abroad, Szijjártó said. 

Brazil is the sixth country to have 

reported a Hungarian coronavirus 

patient, he added. “The individual’s 

condition has recently improved 

and they are now symptom-free,” 

the minister said. “Now we’re waiting 
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for a negative test result so that they 

could leave the hospital before the end 

of the quarantine.” In the meantime, 

the Hungarian consuls in Brasilia are 

contacting the individual twice a day 

and providing any assistance they can, 

Szijjártó said.

MaLFUNcTION aT PaKS 
BLOcK cUTS OUTPUT BY 
240MW, NO IMPacT ON 
NUcLEar SaFETY

An electrical system malfunction 

at block number two of the Paks 

nuclear power plant cut output by 

240MW from zero hours on March 5, 

operator MVM Paksi Atomerőmű said. 

The malfunction has had no impact 

on nuclear safety, it added. Experts 

are working to resolve the problem, 

MVM Paksi Atomerőmű said. Each of 

the plant’s four blocks has a nominal 

capacity of 500MW.

MINISTrY: aDVOcaTE 
GENEraL’S OPINION 
ON hUNGarY hIGhEr 
ED LaW rEFLEcTS NGO 
arGUMENTS

A recent opinion issued by the 

advocate general of the Court of 

Justice of the European Union (CJEU) 

on amendments to Hungary’s higher 

education law “reflects exclusively” 

the arguments of civil groups funded 

by US financier George Soros, the 

justice ministry said. On Thursday, 

Juliane Kokott, the advocate general 

of the CJEU, said in a non-binding 

opinion that the amendments that 

affect how foreign universities such 

as the Central European University 

operate in the country were in 

violation of EU law. In a statement, the 

ministry said the advocate general’s 

opinion was “yet another example” 

of the EU’s use of double standards 

regarding Hungary, arguing that 

several member states regulated the 

operations of their higher education 

institutions with laws similar to 

Hungary’s.

It said the government believed the 

regulation of higher education must 

strictly be a national competency. 

“Higher education institutions 

awarding Hungarian degrees can 

be freely established in Hungary,” 

the ministry said. “Other countries’ 

degrees may be issued by universities 

in Hungary that carry out actual 

certified educational activities in their 

home countries.” The ministry said 

there was nothing in the Hungarian 

regulations that was impossible to 

fulfil, arguing that “other universities 

have complied with these conditions 

without any problem”. Hungary’s 

parliament passed the amendments in 

the spring of 2017. They obliged foreign 

universities to carry out educational 

activities in their home countries and 

made their operations dependent 

on a bilateral agreement between 

the Hungarian government and the 

country in which the universities were 

based. The European Commission 

launched an infringement procedure 

against Hungary over the amendments 

shortly after they were approved.

GOVT EXTENDS ‘STaTE 
OF crISIS’ DUE TO MaSS 
MIGraTION

The government has decided to extend 

the “state of crisis” in connection 

with mass migration in the interest 

of Hungary’s security and the safety 

of Hungarians, the government 

information centre said. The centre said 

in a statement that the state of crisis was 

being extended with special regard to 

the flow of migrants towards Europe 

from Turkey as well as the security and 

health risks that came with it. “The 

current migration situation is serious 

and dangerous for Hungary as well,” 

the centre said. A wave of migrants is 

making its way towards Europe from 

Turkey, it said, adding that if hundreds of 

thousands of migrants assembled on the 

Balkan migration route, Hungary could 

face a situation at its southern border 

“even more serious” than the 2015 clashes 

between police and a group of migrants 

near Röszke. Hungary’s government is 

therefore constantly monitoring the 

migration situation and strengthening 

the protection of the borders, which 

requires extending the state of crisis, 

the centre said. The government ordered 

the state of crisis in March 2016 and has 

upheld the measure since.

OFFIcIaL: hUNGarY UP TO 
MEETING NEW MIGraTION 
chaLLENGES - PaPEr

Hungary’s border fence and 

asylum laws are sufficient to meet 
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migration-related challenges of 

the coming period, Zoltán Kovács, 

the state secretary for international 

communications, said in an interview 

published on Friday. The government 

is ready to take further steps if needed, 

he told the daily Magyar Hírlap.

Kovács insisted that western 

European countries now contained 

parallel societies due to decades of 

immigration, “which has hardly been 

a success story”. “Most of the economic 

migrants” who settled in western 

Europe “did so illegally”, he added. 

“Europe is now forced to face the 

harsh reality of hundreds of thousands 

of migrants trying to breach the EU’s 

external borders from the direction 

of Turkey and the Mediterranean,” he 

added, accusing the bloc of showing 

“helplessness and indecisiveness”. 

Hungary’s recommendations for 

solutions to the problem have fallen 

on deaf ears, he said. Brussels is still 

focused on finding a pan-European 

solution and wants to take over control 

of migration and asylum policy, Kovács 

said. “Obviously, this won’t work.” 

“Hungary and the Visegrad Group have 

set a good example when it comes to 

effective national solutions.” Kovács 

insisted that NGOs were “gradually 

taking over” the management of 

migration, which he added was “a 

threat in itself”.

Kovács criticised Europe’s handling 

of the migration crisis, saying that 

the bloc had only carried out 

“bogus measures” relating to border 

protection and the construction of 

transit zones. “Frontex, for instance, 

added 1,500 border guards while 

Greece alone has just asked for 

10,000,” he said. “What’s worse is that 

they haven’t even understood that 

help should be taken to the points 

where the problems arise instead of 

importing trouble to Europe.” Kovács 

said Europe should work on helping 

to stabilise Syria, Libya and other crisis 

zones.

hUNGarY INDUSTrIaL 
OUTPUT UP 2.4% Yr/Yr  
IN JaN

Industrial output in Hungary grew 

by an annual 2.4% in January, based 

on unadjusted data, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Adjusted 

for the number of working days, 

output increased by an annual 2.7%. 

Automotive manufacturing, the 

sector’s biggest component, bounced 

back from a decline in the previous 

month. Computer, electronics and 

optical equipment manufacturing, 

another big segment, also saw healthy 

growth, as did output of the food, drink 

and tobacco products segment. Month 

on month, output grew by 4.6%, 

adjusted for seasonal and working-

day effects.

The resumption of production 

following longer-than-usual customary 

shutdowns at the end of last year may 

have aided the modest increase in 

industrial production in January, but 

growth may be hampered going 

forward due to market and supply 

disruptions on the back of the new 

coronavirus, analysts told MTI.

NEW r&D&I OVErSIGhT 
BODY hOLDS INaUGUraL 
SESSION

Hungary’s National Scientific Policy 

Council, a new body established 

to oversee spending on research, 

development and innovation, held its 

inaugural session, László Palkovics, the 

innovation and technology minister, 

has said. At the meeting, members 

of the body discussed a government 

report analysing the impact of 

R&D&I grants, the National Research, 

Development and Innovation Fund’s 

grant portfolio and programme 

strategy, along with Hungary’s R&D&I 

strategy, Palkovics said. He said the 

analysis concluded that funds allocated 

for R&D&I projects were being used 

more effectively than those spent on 

other investment projects. Meanwhile, 

the programme strategy outlines the 

management, organisational and 

financial model of Hungary’s R&D&I 

activities, Palkovics added.

The strategy’s final version is 

scheduled to be submitted to the 

European Commission in the first 

half of the year so that Hungary can 

finalise the accompanying action plan 

and monitoring and evaluation system 

before the end of 2020, he said.

The minister said Hungary spent a 

record 1.53% of its GDP on R&D&I last 

year, but is considered a “moderate 

innovator” in international comparison. 

Hungary in recent years ranks 30th-

35th globally and 20th-23rd in Europe 

in terms of innovation performance, he 
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added. Palkovics said the government 

aims to boost spending on innovation 

to 3% of GDP by the start of the next 

decade, adding that R&D&I spending 

helped increase GDP by an annual 

0.3%.

The National Science Policy Council 

comprising representatives of science, 

the economy and the state was set up 

to provide the government with its 

opinion on R&D&I activities. The prime 

minister appointed its 11 members for 

a three-year term. Palkovics said the 

council’s prestige was guaranteed by 

the expertise of its members, adding 

that the body’s international relations 

were being managed by former 

European commissioner Günther 

Oettinger, who serves as its co-chair.

Answering a question, Palkovics 

said the former EU commissioner had 

accepted the post, but he would only 

participate in the body’s work once 

the Brussels investigation concerning 

possible conflict of interest is 

completed. Former EU commissioners 

are subject to conflict of interest rules 

for 2 years after their mandate ends. 

Palkovics said he hoped Oettinger 

would be able to attend the next 

meeting in the autumn of 2020.

MINISTrY: BUrDEN OF 
cLIMaTE PrOTEcTION 
MUST NOT BE PLacED 
UNDULY ON EU ‘caTch-
UP’ cOUNTrIES

The burden of European policies aimed 

at climate protection should not fall 

disproportionally on the EU’s “catch-

up” countries, a government official 

has said. Accordingly, cohesion and 

CAP funding should not be diverted 

to pay for green investments made 

in western European Union member 

states, Péter Kaderják, state secretary 

for energy and climate policy, said at 

a meeting of the Environment Council 

in Brussels. The ministry of innovation 

and technology noted in a statement 

that the European Commission 

presented a draft of new EU climate 

rules at the meeting, and government 

representatives were briefed about a 

proposal on a mechanism to finance 

transition and investment plans tied 

to the European Green Deal.

Kaderják said Hungary welcomed 

the commission’s first draft that sets 

the EU’s goal of achieving climate 

neutrality by 2050. A key element in the 

debate over EU climate plans concerns 

the 2030 emissions reduction target, 

he said, adding that Brussels’ budget 

draft for 2021-2027, which adds up to 

1% of EU national income, and the 

draft climate law that calls for a 15% 

reduction in EU emissions by 2030, did 

not square with one another. Unless 

budget spending is increased, poorer 

member states would bear the burden 

of reaching the 2030 climate target, he 

said. “Hungary finds this unacceptable.”

“Hungary doesn’t support the 

implementation of the Fair Transition 

Fund at the expense of cohesion and 

agricultural funding,” he said. Hungary 

wants a different kind of allocation 

mechanism to share the burdens of the 

transition fairly, he added. Accordingly, 

member states that have succeeded 

in reducing their emissions by at 

least 30% compared with 1990 levels 

would receive more funding than 

the original proposal would have it. 

Also, appropriate EU funding should 

be devoted to converting coal-fired 

electricity plants to gas, he said.

DIE PrESSE: OrBÁN 
‘DESErVES aPOLOGY’ 
FOr BOrDEr PrOTEcTION 
crITIcISM

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán was right about the need to 

protect the European Union’s external 

borders from a massive inflow of illegal 

migrants and “deserves an apology” 

for the criticism he received for his 

policy, Christian Ortner, a journalist 

of Austrian daily Die Presse, wrote. 

Today it seems “self-explanatory” that 

the EU’s borders must be protected, 

Ortner wrote, noting that back in 2015 

Orbán had been the only politician in 

Europe to hold this view. “Gratitude is 

not a common habit in politics,” Ortner 

wrote. He said the EU, and specifically 

Germany and Austria, owed Orbán an 

apology and an admission that they 

had been wrong, and the Hungarian 

prime minister had been right, about 

the need to protect the bloc’s borders.

DK caLLS ON GOVT TO 
DIVErT ‘PrOPaGaNDa 
rESOUrcES’ TO FIGhTING 
NEW VIrUS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is calling on the government 
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to postpone its spring “national 

consultation” public survey and 

divert “all its propaganda resources” 

to fighting the new coronavirus. DK 

managing director Csaba Molnár 

called on the government to carry out 

significantly more tests for the virus, 

citing reports that people are not 

always tested despite their request. He 

also asked the government to launch 

an English-language website providing 

information and advice about the 

coronavirus, so that foreigners in 

Hungary can keep updated on the 

situation in the country. Regarding 

preventive measures, Molnár said the 

authorities should first distribute face 

masks and hand sanitisers to health-

care workers before distributing them 

to the general public.

ErDŐ: ‘rEaLISTIc chaNcE’ 
POPE TO aTTEND SEPT 
EUcharISTIc cONGrESS

Cardinal Péter Erdő, the head of 

the Hungarian Catholic Church, 

said there was “a realistic chance” 

that Pope Francis would accept 

the invitation to the International 

Eucharistic Congress to be held 

in Budapest in September. In an 

interview to public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió, the cardinal said that 

hopefully the pope would celebrate 

mass concluding the event on Sept. 

20. So far some 50,000 visitors have 

registered to attend the Sept. 13-20 

congress. The congress will feature 

lectures, a conference and concerts, 

as well as a procession starting out 

from Budapest’s Kossuth Square in 

front of Parliament. President János 

Áder invited Pope Francis to the 

congress at an audience in February.

FIDESZ MP SLaMS 
JUDGE FOr ‘LETTING 
PErPETraTOr GO FrEE’

A lawmaker of ruling Fidesz has 

slammed a Miskolc court in connection 

with a case involving the killing of a 

17-year-old girl in Borsodnádasd, in 

north-east Hungary, insisting the court 

“let the perpetrator go free”. The non-

binding ruling found a 24-year-old man 

guilty of manslaughter. The man had 

been accused of beating up a 17-year-

old girl under the influence of drugs 

and alcohol and dumping her body in 

a sewer, where she drowned.

The court sentenced the man to four 

years in prison, including the 2.5 years 

spent in pre-trial detention. He will 

spend the rest of his sentence under 

house arrest, the news site origo.hu 

said.

In a video published on Facebook, 

Fidesz MP Gyula Budai said: “This 

shocking story shows what happens 

when foreign-funded fake civil 

organisations sensitise judges”. 

“We can all voice our opinions 

[on similar issues] in the national 

consultation [public survey] the 

government is launching in March,” 

he said. “In Hungary, criminals are due 

punishment.”

Commenting on the ruling, the 

National Office of the Judiciary (OBH) 

noted that the prosecution has 

appealed the non-binding ruling, and 

the procedure will continue before 

the Debrecen Court of Appeal. The 

second instance procedure offers an 

opportunity to override the sentence, 

including the qualification of the crime 

as manslaughter and the ensuing 

punishment, the statement said.


