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At a press conference after a meeting of the operative board coordinating the fight against the new virus, Orbán said Hungary 

aims to prevent nodes of outbreak from forming around the country. Citing data published on Wednesday evening, Orbán 

said there were two confirmed coronavirus cases and 24 people quarantined in Hungary. The number of confirmed cases 

worldwide is over 95,000, with 3,268 fatalities and over 53,000 recoveries, he noted. Orbán said people’s sense of security 

had been shaken and would be restored only when a vaccine becomes available.

Regarding public events during the outbreak, Orbán said the government will decide on Tuesday the latest on whether to 

go ahead with the official celebration of the March 15 national holiday. Should the situation in Europe deteriorate, the event 

will be cancelled, he said. Regarding other events, the decision on whether to cancel them is at this point in the hands of the 

organisers, Orbán said. The operative board, however, has the authority to cancel events if the situation worsens, he noted.

The Hungarian authorities are currently focusing on individual cases in their response 
to the new coronavirus outbreak, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said.

VIRUS RESPONSE FOCUSING ON INDIVIDUAL CASES

Updates on new coronavirus 
outbreak

PM Orbán addresses police force 
centenary celebrations

EU health officials meet to discuss 
new coronavirus in Brussels

Informal meeting of EU foreign 
ministers in ZagrebM
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An American UH-60 Black Hawk at the Hawk Strike 2020 exercises in Újdörögd, 
W Hungary

http://hungarymatters.hu/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

MARCH 6, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

SYMPTOMS OF IRANIAN 
NEW CORONAVIRUS 
PATIENTS ‘MILD’ 

The two Iranian students who were 

tested positive with the new coronavirus 

infection on Wednesday have mild 

symptoms and no fever, János Szlávik, 

head of the infectology department 

of St. László Hospital, told public 

broadcaster M1. The cases are isolated; 

the two young men do not know each 

other, Szlávik said, noting that one of 

them had returned from Iran to carry 

on with his studies on Feb. 22, while 

the other arrived on Feb. 28. Hospital 

staff are now working to find the people 

they have contacted since then, Szlávik 

said, adding that their partners have 

also been isolated and are being tested. 

Szlávik noted that recovery from the 

Covid-19 disease caused by coronavirus 

usually takes 10-14 days. A group of 11 

Hungarian students, two teachers 

and two drivers, quarantined on their 

return from Italy could be released from 

hospital on Sunday, while a dentist and 

their assistant may leave the next day, 

Szlávik said. All of them are well and 

probably not infected, he added.

Meanwhile, Budapest’s Semmelweis 

University has said it is postponing 

an international clinical conference 

originally scheduled to be held 

next week because of the new virus 

outbreak. In a Facebook entry, the 

medical university said it decided 

to postpone the Semmelweis 250 

Clinical Conference because many 

of the foreign speakers invited to the 

event have been forced to cancel 

their trips to Hungary due to travel 

restrictions imposed in their countries 

over the new coronavirus outbreak. 

The university said it will organise the 

two-day conference at a later date. One 

of the two Iranian students diagnosed 

with Covid-19 on Wednesday is 

enrolled at Semmelweis University.

Opposition Jobbik is calling on the 

government to consider banning all 

in-door events with more than 1,000 

participants in order to fight the spread 

of the new coronavirus. The organisers 

of outdoor events should also analyse 

the risks involved and consider ways 

to prevent “conditions that enhance 

the risk of infection”, Jobbik deputy 

leader László György Lukács told a 

press conference.

“We want everyone to keep as safe as 

possible but at the same time, we want 

to be able to properly commemorate 

the greatest national holiday, March 

15,” Lukács said. “On the cusp of the 

coronavirus epidemic”, resources must 

be focused on prevention, protection 

and disseminating information instead 

of government communications, 

he added. Lukács pledged Jobbik’s 

support for the government on the 

issue, provided “[the government] 

works in a credible and precise manner 

and keeps Hungarians duly informed.”

Budapest will not cancel major 

events due to the new coronavirus 

outbreak until the operative board 

coordinating the response makes such 

a request, the city’s deputy Mayor Kata 

Tüttő said, noting the city’s operative 

board, which held a meeting on 

Thursday, asked companies operating 

in the city to review their action plans 

in the case of an epidemic and to 

inform their employees regularly. The 

Budapest operative board does not 

have the competency to tackle health-

care issues or take measures regarding 

the new virus, she said, adding that 

it is responsible for maintaining the 

continuity of public services in the city.

ADVOCATE GENERAL: 
HIGHER EDUCATION LAW 
AMENDMENT BREACHES 
EU LAWS 

A top European court official has 

found that amendments to Hungary’s 

law on higher education that affect 

how foreign universities such as the 

Central European University operate 

in the country breach EU law. The 

advocate general of the Court of 

Justice of the European Union (CJEU), 

Juliane Kokott, said Hungary “must 

treat foreign and national higher 

education institutions equally”.

Hungary’s parliament passed the 

amendments in the spring of 2017. 

They obliged foreign universities 

to carry out educational activities 

in their home countries and made 

their operations dependent on a 

bilateral agreement between the 

Hungarian government and the 

country in which the universities were 

based. The opinion, which does not 

bind the CJEU, said the contested 

legislation “appears to be a means 

of arbitrary discrimination” even if 

the intent of the legislation was to 
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prevent fraudulent practices. The 

CJEU noted in a press release that 

the CEU, founded by investor George 

Soros, was the only foreign university 

that failed to meet the requirements 

outlined in the amendments 

approved by lawmakers in 2017. 

The European Commission launched 

an infringement procedure against 

Hungary over the amendments shortly 

after they were approved. The EC said 

the amendments are “not compatible 

with the freedom for higher education 

institutions to provide services and 

establish themselves anywhere in the 

EU” and added that it is “of the opinion 

that the new legislation runs counter 

to the right of academic freedom, the 

right to education and the freedom to 

conduct a business”.

CEU welcomed the opinion, saying 

that it “affirms, in every detail, the case 

that CEU has been making since lex 

CEU was passed”. Should the CJEU 

adopt the advocate general’s opinion, 

Hungary, as a member of the EU, would 

be obliged to “scrap lex CEU”, the 

statement said. The statement noted 

that the CEU cannot enrol students in 

his US-accredited courses and the CEU 

now operates a campus in Vienna.

KOVÁCS REJECTS 
POLITICO CRITICISM OF 
HUNGARY’S HANDLING OF 
GYÖNGYÖSPATA CASE

In a letter addressed to the editor of 

Brussels-based news outlet Politico in 

response to a recent op-ed concerning 

the school segregation of Roma children 

in Gyöngyöspata, Zoltán Kovács, 

the state secretary for international 

communications and relations, said the 

author “omits several important facts” in 

the article. In the Feb. 28 opinion piece, 

Željko Jovanović, director of the Roma 

Initiatives Office at the Open Society 

Foundations, wrote that by intending to 

challenge a court decision to award cash 

compensation to the Roma children, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán was 

“taking his campaign for total control 

of Hungary to a new level”. In his letter, 

Kovács argued the court ruling ordering 

the school district to pay compensation 

of 100 million forints (EUR 297,000) to 62 

children and their families for each year 

spent in segregation “offends the sense 

of justice of many in Hungary”.

Kovács also said that the students 

involved in the case had missed “a 

startling 500 classes and had to repeat 

an entire school year”, noting that only 

16 had graduated. But the government 

and local council, he said, had offered 

instead “compensation that included 

both a financial award and education 

and training”. “But the so-called victims 

refused this opportunity offered 

to them for a better life,” the state 

secretary added. Kovács said the case 

had been pursued by lawyers against 

the wishes of the families involved, 

adding that the attorneys who had 

taken up the case were affiliated with 

the Chance for Children Foundation, 

“which -- like the author of the opinion 

piece -- receives funding from the 

Open Society Foundations” financed 

by US billionaire George Soros, a vocal 

critic of the Hungarian government.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY-
CROATIA COOPERATION 
‘VITALLY IMPORTANT’ 

Attending an informal meeting of 

European Union foreign ministers 

in Zagreb, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said that cooperation between 

Hungary and Croatia was “vitally 

important” for both countries but 

Croatian politicians “seemed less than 

enthusiastic” about nurturing bilateral 

ties. Political cooperation with Croatia 

could be far more profitable, Szijjártó 

said on the sidelines of the meeting.

He noted that bilateral trade reached 

a record 2.5 billion euros last year and 

over 640,000 Hungarians chose Croatia 

as a holiday destination. Croatia is also a 

primary target for Hungarian investors. 

“It’s clear that politics should pick up 

the tempo,” he said. “If the Croatian 

government were slightly more active, 

both the Hungarian and Croatian 

economies, and Hungarian and 

Croatian people, could benefit,” he said.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó signed a 

cooperation agreement with the 

University of Rijeka, ranked in the 

country’s top three, on courses of 

Hungarian language and culture from 

September onwards to be taught by 

Hungarian lecturers. Already, fully 125 

students study in Hungarian faculties 

at Zagreb and Osijek universities.

He said Rijeka played an important 

role in two-way relations. Oil and 

gas company MOL recently decided 

to invest heavily in a refinery there. 

Further, reflecting the fact that many 
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Hungarians travel to the region, 

Hungary has asked the Croatian 

government to allow consular 

representation in the city, he noted. 

“We’ve set a trade record and 

Hungarian investments are destined 

for Croatia, yet there are only seven 

legal crossings on the 350km border,” 

he said, adding that the average 

distance between crossings is 50km, 

as against 2.5-3km in western Europe. 

“Obviously, this is untenable and 

uncompetitive.” Hungary, he said, has 

turned to the Croatian government 

with initiatives to increase the 

number of border crossings, and now 

an agreement has been reached for 

Hungary to build the M6 motorway to 

the border, while Croatia will complete 

its expressway to meet it, with a 

completion date of 2023. Szijjártó also 

referred to new border crossings, a 

bridge development at Murakeresztúr, 

and rail links on the Budapest-Osijek 

(Eszék) and Budapest-Split lines. 

The Hungarian minister signed an 

agreement on cross-border transport 

development with Oleg Butković, 

Croatia’s minister for maritime affairs, 

transport and infrastructure.

PINTÉR: EU MUST PROTECT 
BORDERS ‘UNDER ALL 
CIRCUMSTANCES’

A declaration approved by the European 

Union’s interior ministers in Brussels on 

Wednesday says that the bloc’s external 

borders must be protected under 

all circumstances, Hungary’s interior 

minister said after the meeting.

Referring to the situation arising 

from migration pressure on the Greek-

Turkish border, Sándor Pintér noted 

that the Greek government had turned 

to the EU for help. Hungary has offered 

to send a 65-strong border guard unit 

to Greece within the framework of an 

operation by the EU’s border agency 

Frontex, Pintér said. He also said the 

bloc’s interior ministers had voted at 

the meeting to provide immediate 

financial assistance of 350 million 

euros to Greece and, if necessary, an 

additional 350 million euro package.

SURVEY: MOST 
HUNGARIANS CONTINUE 
TO BACK STRICT BORDER 
MEASURES - SZÁZADVÉG

A vast majority of Hungarians continue 

to favour strong border protection 

measures amid increased migration 

pressure on Europe’s external borders, 

according to a survey by the Századvég 

Foundation. The survey found that 82% 

of Hungarians were aware that a new 

wave of migrants could be on its way 

towards Europe in light of the armed 

conflict in Syria, as well as Turkey’s 

announcement that it would no longer 

stop Syrian refugees from entering 

Europe. Altogether 80% of respondents 

said the Hungarian government should 

beef up border security and continue 

working to prevent “uncontrolled 

migration into the country”. Fully 10% 

held the opposite view, while another 

10% had no opinion on the matter. 

Századvég found that even 51% of left-

wing voters are in favour of increased 

border protection, while 29% say 

Hungary should take in people fleeing 

Syria. Fully 78% of self-declared centrists 

and 95% of right-wing voters said they 

opposed easing border controls.

BENKŐ: IMPORTANT  
TO INTENSIFY DEFENCE 
COOPERATION IN THE 
INTEREST OF EUROPEAN 
SECURITY

Intensifying European defence 

cooperation and ensuring the EU 

remains a global player in security 

and defence is more important than 

ever, Tibor Benkő, Hungary’s defence 

minister, said at an informal meeting 

of EU counterparts in Zagreb on 

Thursday. Benkő highlighted European 

Union cooperation on illegal migration 

and hybrid warfare, according to 

a ministry statement. He told the 

meeting that Hungary supports EU 

strategic autonomy and cooperation 

with its partners. “We must be capable 

of handling the challenges and crises in 

our neighbourhood,” he said, adding 

that a commitment to developing a 

“strategic direction” would aid reaching 

a common European understanding 

of security challenges as well as 

developing common responses. Benkő 

also said unstable regions around the 

EU, especially the Western Balkans and 

Africa, should receive special attention 

and aid. Regarding to migration 

situation at the Greek borders, Benkő 

assured the most severely affected 

countries – Greece, Bulgaria and Cyprus 

– of Hungary’s solidarity.
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Among the items of the agenda 

of the meeting attended by Josep 

Borrell, the EU’s chief diplomat, 

were agreements on joint military 

operations, joint capability 

development and an MoU on setting 

up a Central European Division 

Headquarters, the statement said.

HUNGARIAN-US TROOPS 
PERFORM SIMULATED AIR 
STRIKES IN W HUNGARY 

Hungarian and US troops performed 

simulated air strikes as part of the 

Steppe Archer 2020 international 

military exercises at a Hungarian 

army base in Újdörögd, in western 

Hungary, on Thursday. Hawk Strike 

2020, a series of air and sniper exercises 

held under the aegis of Steppe 

Archer 2020, involved US armoured 

reconnaissance units of the Land Force 

Command based in the German city of 

Wiesbaden and the 3rd US Helicopter 

Brigade, Gábor Sánta, commander at 

the Árpád Bertalan Brigade, told MTI. 

On the Hungarian side, the exercises 

included troops of the Árpád Bertalan 

Brigade, the MH 86 Helicopter Base 

of the city of Szolnok and the Bakony 

Combat Training Centre, as well as the 

armoured brigade of the 5th Bocskai 

Training Centre. It was performed with 

two MI-24 combat helicopters of the 

Hungarian army and two American 

Boeing CH-74 Chinook heavy transport 

helicopters, as well as several American 

UH-60 Black Hawks and its HH-60 

ambulance carriers, he said.

Sánta said the exercise was highly 

important since it allowed troops to 

practice tactical cooperation and 

exchange signals. Steppe Archer 2020 

is held between Feb. 24 and April 15 

with the Hawk Strike ending on Friday.

MEDIA COUNCIL 
INVESTIGATING 
NIEDERMÜLLER REMARKS 

The Media Council of Hungarian 

media authority NMHH has 

launched an investigation against 

commercial channel Magyar 

ATV over remarks made by Péter 

Niedermüller, mayor of Budapest’s 

7th district, the authority said.  

In a programme broadcast by ATV 

on Jan. 23, Niedermüller described 

“white, Christian heterosexuals” as 

“a scary formation”. The national 

investigations office (NNI) earlier 

launched an investigation concerning 

the remarks, on suspicion of “inciting 

hatred against a community” based 

on a criminal complaint by pro-

government civil group CÖF and the 

associated CÖKA foundations.


