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Orbán commented on reports that Turkey has decided not to prevent any more Syrian refugees from travelling on to 

Europe. Speaking on public Kossuth Rádió, Orbán said that Hungary’s border and its people must be protected, adding that 

Hungary’s authorities were prepared. “We don’t need to worry about Hungary’s security as long as we are united.” South-

north migration is a “historical trend” in which the route across Hungary is an important section, Orbán said. Greece “cannot 

and would not” protect its borders, and migrants will “rush through” that country “causing a lot of trouble to us”, he added.

On the “national consultation” set to launch in mid-March, which will concern compensation lawsuits over bad prison 

conditions among other subjects, Orbán said international treaties rightly prohibited the torture of inmates. However, 

international courts had defined torture in a way that clashes with the people’s sense of justice, he said. The “prison business”, 

which has amounted to some 12,000 cases, “must be stopped” he said.

Hungary should be prepared for further waves of migrants and “regular, massive 
attacks” on its border fence in the south, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said.
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OrbÁN: COrONaVIruS 
LIKeLy TO HIT HuNGary

The COVID-19 virus is likely to reach 

Hungary, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said in an interview aired on 

public Kossuth Rádió. The Hungarian 

government is preparing to combat 

the virus even though there are no 

confirmed cases in the country as yet, 

he said.

Hungary has the equipment ready to 

identify the virus and epidemiologists 

of international reputation. There is a 

24-hour on-call system in place as 

well as screening protocols at border 

crossings, with a special focus on 

airports, he said. Orbán called on 

Hungarians to cooperate and refrain 

from travelling to areas hit by the virus. 

“We are on the eve of a pandemic,” he 

warned. He warned that, although it 

may be true that more die of the flu 

than of a COVID-19 infection, “we know 

influenza ... and can protect ourselves”. 

People’s “panic reactions” are therefore 

“not entirely groundless, we are facing 

an unknown calamity,” he said. All 

important information is going to be 

made public immediately, he added.

Meanwhile, Cecília Müller, the chief 

medical officer, said that only patients 

with both the typical symptoms of 

a coronavirus infection and a travel 

history to countries affected by the 

disease will be considered as suspicious 

of having contracted COVID-19.

On Thursday, Budapest’s 

international Liszt Ferenc Airport 

announced it had started screening 

all Iranian passengers for the new 

coronavirus. There are no direct 

flights between Hungary and Iran, 

the airport operator said, adding that 

Iranians have so far been screened 

only if they arrived on flights from 

China, northern Italy and South Korea. 

According to the company, since 

January 31, 3,366 passengers and 236 

crew members have been tested, but 

only one Chinese passenger had a high 

temperature, and further tests did not 

indicate the presence of COVID-19.

OrbÁN SeeS rIVaLry 
WITH SOrOS, NOT WITH 
OPPOSITION

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in a 

radio interview that the government’s 

main political rival was “George Soros 

and his associates” rather than the 

opposition. The former circle “poses a 

greater threat for the country and the 

government” than the opposition, he 

said, insisting that Soros had earlier 

taken “three major manoeuvres 

aimed at looting the country”. 

“Soros’s financial empire aims to gain 

influence over government decisions 

so as to reap financial benefits,” he 

said, adding that “regrettably the 

Hungarian opposition has merged 

with Soros’s network”. Soros and 

the “media, journalists, activists 

and NGOs he finances” are a “well-

organised plain-clothes network 

commanded in a military manner” that 

will “attack governments on obvious 

instruction from its centre”, Orbán 

said. Commenting on the European 

Union’s next budget, Orbán urged a 

fair distribution of the burdens, rich 

countries paying more “or at least 

not less” than poorer EU members. 

Hungary currently contributes more, 

relative to its per capita GDP, than the 

Netherlands or Germany, he added.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: SOMe 30-40 
HuNGarIaNS ON SHIP 
QuaraNTINeD Due TO 
COrONaVIruS IN MeXICO

Some 30-40 Hungarians are on 

a cruise ship quarantined due to 

suspected coronavirus cases in 

Mexico, the foreign minister said. The 

government is in direct contact with 

two of the families, Péter Szijjártó said. 

Flu symptoms have been reported by 

two persons on the boat but initial 

reports showed that they were not 

related to coronavirus, he added. The 

boat named Meraviglia carries some 

6,000 people and doctors are currently 

carrying out tests to exclude COVID-19, 

Szijjártó said. Additionally, a total of 12 

Hungarians are currently in quarantine 

in five countries and one of them has 

been tested positive for coronavirus, 

he said. Five of them are in Spain, three 

in Japan, two in China, one in Italy and 

another in Germany, he added.

Meanwhile, a couple was released 

from quarantine where they had been 

kept for two weeks under suspicion 

of a coronavirus infection, the South 

Pest Central Hospital, which operates 

the quarantines, told MTI. The couple 

were quarantined after a COVID-19 

virus infection was confirmed on 
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the Dutch cruise ship they had been 

travelling on, the hospital said. The 

hospital is currently holding 16 

people in quarantine.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: HuNGary, 
CrOaTIa TIeS ‘eXCeLLeNT 
buT COuLD IMPrOVe 
FurTHer’

The ties between Hungary and Croatia 

are excellent but could improve even 

further, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said, after talks with his Croatian 

counterpart, Gordan Grlić-Radman, 

in Budapest. Szijjártó said bilateral 

ties have been mutually beneficial but 

“could be even more advantageous”. 

Croatia is the prime target of Hungarian 

investment, Szijjártó noted. Hungary 

and Croatia agree on the nature of the 

major challenges facing the European 

Union, Szijjártó said, and both see it as 

important to keep cohesion funding 

at current levels. Both countries see 

the EU’s enlargement in the Western 

Balkans and stopping illegal migration 

as of primary importance, he said. 

Regarding the issues that “could be 

improved between the countries,” 

Szijjártó said Hungary is working for 

a comprehensive agreement with 

Croatia on the diversification of gas 

supply resources through the liquid 

natural gas (LNG) terminal currently 

under construction in Croatia. Szijjártó 

said Hungary maintains its proposal 

to connect the gas pipe networks 

of the two countries and an offer to 

buy a minority share in the terminal. 

Croatia is the prime target of Hungarian 

investment, Szijjártó noted. Hungarian 

gas and oil company Mol has recently 

announced a 540 million euro 

investment at a refinery in Rijeka, and 

Hungary’s OTP bank owns the fourth 

most shares on the Croatian market, he 

said. Trade between the two countries 

hit a record 2.5 million euros, and a 

record 644,000 Hungarian tourists 

visited Croatia last year. Hungary 

also proposes to declare a day of 

Hungarian-Croatian friendship and to 

open several new border crossings to 

bolster traffic between the countries, 

he said.

Grlić-Radman praised political 

cooperation but said “there was room 

for improvement” in economic ties. 

The situation of Croatian minorities in 

Hungary and of Hungarian minority 

groups in Croatia should be improved, 

he said. He praised Hungary’s 

contribution to concluding Croatia’s 

accession procedure with the EU in 

2011. Grlić-Radman said Hungary and 

Croatia both have an interest in a larger 

EU budget for the 2021-2027 financial 

cycle. They also agree on the need 

for a new EU migration policy, that 

it is necessary to fight against illegal 

migration and to enlarge the EU on 

the Western Balkans, he said.

FOreIGN MINISTry:  
W baLKaNS eu aCCeSSION 
IMPOrTaNT FOr SeCurITy, 
eCONOMy

The EU accession of countries of the 

Western Balkans would be important 

from the point of view of security, 

migration and the economy, a foreign 

ministry official said. The European 

Union, too, has a pragmatic interest 

in the process, Levente Magyar, the 

foreign ministry’s parliamentary 

state secretary, said at a conference 

organised by the Institute of Foreign 

Affairs. “We are closer than ever to 

making big strides in integration,” 

he said. Hungary would find it 

unacceptable were Serbia and 

Montenegro not to become EU 

members by 2025, he said. Croatian 

Foreign Minister Gordan Grlić-

Radman, a former ambassador to 

Hungary, said Croatia’s EU presidency 

prioritized EU enlargement. A 

chief aim is to re-open accession 

negotiations with Albania and North 

Macedonia in March, he added.

HuNGary GDP GrOWTH 
4.5% IN Q4, 4.9% FOr year

Hungary’s fourth-quarter GDP rose 

4.5% year-on-year, bringing full-year 

GDP growth to 4.9%, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) confirmed in a 

second reading of data released. On 

the production side, value added in 

the industrial sector rose 3.2% in Q4. 

Growth in the construction sector 

reached 11.3% and the farming sector 

expanded by 1.0%. The service sector 

grew 4.6%, as the retail and wholesale 

trade, commercial accommodations 

and catering segment expanded 

by 10.7% and the logistics segment 

grew 6.1%. The infocommunications 

segment expanded by 6.9%. KSH said 

services contributed 2.6 percentage 
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points to headline growth, while the 

industrial sector added 0.7 percentage 

point and the construction sector 0.6 

percentage point.

SurPLuS IN TraDe  
OF SerVICeS reaCHeS  
eur 1.949 bN IN Q4

Hungary’s surplus in trade of services 

reached 1.949 billion euros in the 

fourth quarter of 2019, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. The 

surplus was down by 56 million euros 

from the same period a year earlier. 

Exports of services rose 3.8% to 6.630 

billion euros. Imports were up 6.8% 

at 4.681 billion.

HuNGary INVeSTMeNT 
VOLuMe GrOWTH SLOWS 
TO 5.9% IN Q4

Investment volume in Hungary rose 

5.9% year-on-year in the fourth quarter, 

the lowest rate since Q4 2016, data 

released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) show. In absolute terms, 

investments came to 3,752.2 billion 

forints (EUR 11.1bn) during the period. 

Construction investments increased 

by 8.9%, reaching 2,287.2 billion. 

Machinery investments climbed 1.6% 

and stood at 1,443.3 billion forints.

For the full year, investment 

volume rose 13.9% to 10,555.7 billion 

forints. The pace of growth slowed 

from 20.2% in 2018.

Construction investments increased 

by 16.3% to 6,165.0 billion forints and 

machinery investments climbed 11.1% 

to 4.305.6 billion forints. Manufacturing 

investments increased by 16.1% during 

the year, real estate investments by 

16.9% and logistics investments by 

15.1%. Investments in the central 

government sector, including defence 

and social security, were up 4.6%. In the 

commerce and vehicle repair segment, 

investments increased by just 1.9%, but 

in farm sector investment volume was 

up 8.5%. Investments in the education 

sector edged down 0.1%, investments 

in health and social services increased 

by 9.6% and they jumped 32.7% in arts 

and entertainment.

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

commenting on the KSH figures 

that the record-high investment 

carried out last year placed Hungary 

in the frontline in European Union 

comparison. Investment growth 

is expected to help economic 

performance in the coming years, with 

developments to further boost growth 

once new production capacities are 

in place, he said. “If investments are 

coming and outlooks are good then 

there is hope that more jobs will be 

created and capacities will expand in 

the years ahead,” he added.

HuNGary TO HOST 
2027 WOrLD WOMeN’S 
HaNDbaLL CHaMPIONSHIP

Hungary has been selected as the 

host country for the 2027 World 

Women’s Handball Championship, 

the Hungarian association said on 

its Facebook page. The decision 

has been made at the International 

Handball Federation (IHF) council 

meeting in Cairo, it added. The 32 

teams are planned to play matches 

in the cities of Budapest, Debrecen, 

Győr and Tatabánya.


