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Seven new samples were tested during the night but none of them came back as positive for the COVID-19 virus, Gergely 

Gulyás told a regular press briefing. He said there are currently 18 people in quarantine in Budapest’s St. László Hospital, 

all of whom are symptom-free. Barring any changes in their condition, they will be discharged in two weeks’ time, Gulyás 

added. He said that if necessary, more hospitals will start receiving patients suspected of having contracted the virus.

The operative board tasked with coordinating preventive measures is constantly monitoring the situation, he said, adding 

that Interior Minister Sandor Pinter will meet representatives of the six parliamentary parties today. The National Public 

Health Centre (NNK) is also keeping an eye on the situation, and the foreign ministry’s consular service is prepared to provide 

information and assistance to anyone in need, Gulyás added. 

So far there are no confirmed coronavirus cases in Hungary, the head of the Prime 
Minister’s Office said.
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CONSULAR PROTECTION 
FOR HUNGARIANS 
ABROAD

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said the consular 

service is in contact with the Hungarian 

crew member of the Diamond Princess 

cruise ship who tested positive for 

COVID-19 earlier this week, adding 

that the patient’s second test result 

has not yet come back. Concerning the 

Hungarian citizens in China, he said 174 

people in the country have registered 

for consular protection, 20 of whom 

are in the five most infected provinces. 

As for Italy, Gulyás said determining 

the number of Hungarians there was 

almost impossible, but they, too, have 

been asked to register.

He said some 1.2 million face masks 

are available to be shipped out to 

pharmacies across the country, adding 

that 25,000 face masks are being 

produced each day. Though there is 

no shortage of the masks, they may still 

be sold out in some places due to the 

recent spike in their purchases, Gulyás 

said. The operative board will make 

sure that pharmacies receive their 

supply of masks as quickly as possible, 

he added. He said the government is 

providing equipment necessary for 

protection against the virus, adding, 

at the same time, that he saw no need 

for GPs to wear protective suits.

Asked about the situation of 

Bitskey Aladár swimming pool in 

Eger, in northern Hungary, which 

the local (opposition Jobbik) mayor 

shut down for an indefinite period 

as a precautionary measure against 

the virus, the PM’s Office chief said 

“now’s not the time for political 

disputes”. Gulyás said that for the time 

being it was impossible to comment 

definitively about the organisation or 

cancellation of any events scheduled 

to be held in Hungary because it 

was impossible to track the virus’s 

trajectory with any degree of certainty. 

He said it was equally impossible to 

determine the virus’s effect on the 

global economy, adding, at the same 

time, that the European economy was 

not yet at immediate risk.

Concerning suspected coronavirus 

cases in Hungary, he said several 

people have been taken to an 

infectology centre from a hospital 

in Veszprém, in western Hungary. 

One patient, who earlier visited the 

United States and Ulm, complained of 

a headache and a sore throat, while 

another has recently returned from 

China. In Pécs, a woman who just 

came back from the Venice Carnival 

has been tested for the virus, he said. 

One woman also recently checked in 

to a hospital in Esztergom, in northern 

Hungary, Gulyás said, adding that 

although it was unlikely from her 

symptoms that she had contracted 

the virus, she has been sent to 

Balassagyarmat for tests.

Meanwhile, Gulyás criticised the 

opposition parties for “trying to use the 

coronavirus for political gain”. Asked 

about the possibility of food shortages, 

Gulyás said the government was aware 

of related press reports but these were 

“excessive scare-mongering”. If the 

virus takes a toll on Hungary’s tourism 

industry, the government is prepared 

to discuss possible interventions with 

the sector’s representatives, he said. 

Government spokeswoman 

Alexandra Szentkirályi advised citizens 

against traveling to infected areas. 

They should register for consular 

protection if their travel is unavoidable, 

she said, adding that anyone returning 

from an infected area should self-

isolate for a period of two weeks.

OFFICIAL: HUNGARIANS 
STRANDED IN TENERIFE 
VIRUS-HIT HOTEL MAY 
COME HOME SOON

Non-Spanish nationals soon may be 

allowed to leave the virus-hit hotel 

in Tenerife, Spain has told Hungary’s 

foreign ministry, an official said. 

Tamás Menczer, state secretary for 

communications and international 

representation, said the honorary 

consul in Tenerife and the consul 

from Madrid have been instructed 

to coordinate with representatives 

of neighbouring countries on the 

possible repatriation of their citizens 

due to the coronavirus outbreak. 

Menczer cited Interior Minister 

Sándor Pintér as saying that if there 

were “a viable way”, Hungary would be 

prepared to send a plane to transport 

home five Hungarians, an elderly 

couple and another couple with a 

small child, staying at the hotel. He 

added that if they had to stay at the 

hotel, arrangements would be made 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

FEBRUARY 28, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

for the elderly people to receive 

their medications. “A Hungarian 

national must not be left without vital 

medications,” he said. 

Concerning the Hungarian 

employee taken to hospital with 

positive test results from a ship 

quarantined off the Japanese coast, 

Menczer said that he was still in 

hospital and waiting for the results 

of a second test. The two other 

Hungarian employees of the ship have 

tested negative but they will stay at an 

isolated shelter for another two weeks 

of observation, he added. A Hungarian 

truck driver stuck in a quarantined area 

in Italy is well, and has been provided 

with food and lodgings, Menczer said. 

In China, there are currently 175 

Hungarian nationals, 20 of them in 

the five provinces most affected 

by the epidemic, but they are all 

well, Menczer said, adding that 35 

Hungarian nationals have registered 

with the Hungarian consular service 

in South Korea, one of them in Daegu 

city, which has a high infection risk. 

He noted that the individual in Daegu 

did not wish to leave. The Hungarian 

government will do everything to help 

Hungarians abroad, but “it respects 

the wishes of those who do not want 

assistance”, he said. Menczer also called 

on Hungarians leaving for countries 

affected by coronavirus to register for 

consular protection so as to enable 

the Hungarian government to contact 

them should quarantine be ordered in 

the destination country. Travellers can 

register at konzuliszolgalat.kormany.hu 

or on the foreign ministry’s website. 

Menczer said he had contacted the 

association of Hungarian road hauliers 

and asked them to warn truck drivers, 

especially those who were recently 

in northern Italy, to report to their 

GPs and the association if they have 

symptoms of the coronavirus infection. 

He said three Italian provinces 

– Lombardy, Veneto, and Emilia-

Romagna – had the most coronavirus 

cases, and advised against trips to 

those provinces unless absolutely 

necessary.

GULYÁS: GOVT TO 
EARMARK HUF 30 BN 
FOR REDUCING PRISON 
OVERCROWDING

The government has granted 30 billion 

forints (EUR 88.4m) to the interior 

ministry to eliminate overcrowding in 

Hungarian prisons, Gergely Gulyás, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office, told 

a regular press conference. Hungarian 

prisons are 115% full, Gulyás said, 

adding that the funds may be used 

to set up temporary facilities with 

the aim of eliminating overcrowding 

by Sept. 30. The minister welcomed 

parliament’s decision earlier this week 

to suspend compensation payments 

to inmates who sued the state over 

poor prison conditions. Gulyás insisted 

it was “obvious” that an “industry has 

been built on such cases”. Hungarian 

lawmakers on Tuesday voted to 

suspend compensation payments 

to prisoners, pending the results of 

a national survey. The state is being 

sued for more than 10 billion forints 

in some 12,000 cases filed for prison 

overcrowding, and the issue will be 

addressed in a national consultation 

in March. At the same time, the law 

prescribes the tabling of a motion for 

the victims to receive any outstanding 

compensation payments.  On another 

subject, Gulyás said the Hungarian 

Olympic Committee (MOB) will receive 

an extra 462 million forints (EUR 1.4m) 

in funding for its preparations for the 

Olympic Summer Games in Tokyo. 

Referring to the virus outbreak, Gulyás 

said that after MOB chief Krisztián 

Kulcsár’s latest briefing to the cabinet, 

the government will continue working 

on the assumption that the event will 

go ahead as planned.

Meanwhile, Gulyás called on 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

to honour his campaign promise to 

provide the city’s metro line 3 with 

air conditioning. He noted that the 

city assembly had rejected ruling 

Fidesz’s related proposal. Asked 

about the suspended construction of 

a Biodome in the Budapest Zoo, Gulyás 

said the government had so far fully 

covered the cost of the project. In the 

meantime, costs have escalated by 

15-20 billion forints, which the central 

budget cannot provide. He called 

on the municipality pay its fair share. 

Concerning the ban on construction 

in City Park, Gulyás said Karácsony 

should have briefed the Budapest 

Public Works Council about the ban. 

He noted that the stoppage does not 

cover building permits already issued.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said the protest 

against the new national curriculum 
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appeared to be far from sweeping, 

adding that hopefully “the minority” 

could be convinced over the issue. 

Concerning next year’s draft central 

budget, Gulyás said it must be before 

MPs by May 5. Asked about Speaker 

of Parliament László Kövér’s recent 

statement that the European Union 

may soon be a thing of the past, 

Gulyás said the EU may see major 

transformations in the years to come, 

with a major rift emerging between 

two parts of Europe. “We’re interested 

in well-functioning European 

cooperation. Some cooperation will 

endure in any case as European states 

are too small to compete economically 

individually. From this aspect, there is 

no alternative to cooperation. But it 

remains to be seen what kind of EU 

we’ll have in the coming years,” he said.

HIDVÉGHI CALLS 
ON BRUSSELS TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE 
HUNGARY’S BORDER 
PROTECTION EFFORTS

Fidesz MEP Balázs Hidvéghi has 

called on the European Union to 

acknowledge Hungary’s ef forts to 

protect the bloc’s external border. 

Speaking in Röszke, in southern 

Hungary, on Thursday, Hidvéghi 

also called on the EU to make the 

appropriate financial contribution 

to those ef forts. At a news 

conference held with French MEP 

Nadine Morano at the Hungarian 

transit zone, he noted that almost 

4,300 illegal border crossings took 

place in the first two months of the 

year. “Migration is sure to increase 

as the weather improves,” he 

added. 

NOVÁK: HUNGARY’S 
FAMILY POLICY ‘BOTH 
CONSERVATIVE AND 
MODERN’

The government’s family policy 

aims to protect traditional family 

values while giving young people 

“broad room for manoeuvre”, 

Katalin Novák, state secretary for 

youth and family affairs, has said 

in an interview published online. 

“Some may consider [the policy] 

ultra-conservative,” she told the 

French-language Central European 

Newsletter, adding that it was 

“simply conservative, modern, maybe 

progressive even”. 

Put to her that the fertility rate 

may have grown in Hungary but 

the birth rate had not, Novák said: 

“Having a child is a very personal 

decision”.  “Personal decisions have 

an impact on society and on the 

economy, and the government 

must speak up and act,” Novák 

said. The government, she added, 

of fers financial help to families 

with children. The government 

is helping young mothers in 

terms of employment, she noted, 

adding that the employment rate 

of Hungarian women is at a record 

high. 

On another subject, Novák was 

asked to comment about studies 

showing that the Hungarian 

population was less and less 

religious despite the government’s 

commitment to protecting Christian 

values. “Christianity and Christian 

values cannot be restricted to 

ecclesiastical life; they pervade 

people’s everyday lives.” 

Asked about ruling Fidesz’s 

membership of the European 

People’s Party, Novák said that 

“if we leave the EPP, which is a 

possibility, we may form an alliance 

with democratic but not radical 

conservative parties”.

OPERATIVE BOARD SEES 
NO NEED FOR EVENT 
CANCELLATIONS OVER 
CORONAVIRUS

The Hungarian government’s 

operative board monitoring the 

coronavirus outbreak says there is 

no need to restrict the organisation 

of sporting or cultural events in the 

country because of the spread of 

the virus. The operative board’s 

spokeswoman, Kinga Láng-Bognár, 

told a news conference that the 

board has not shut down any schools 

or ordered the lockdown of any 

municipalities. She emphasised 

that there were still no confirmed 

coronavirus cases in Hungary. Láng-

Bognár said Hungarian airports have 

so far screened 3,366 people for fever, 

adding that since the outbreak of the 

virus a total of 1,630 people have 

arrived in Hungary from China either 

on direct flights or indirectly.
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MI HAZÁNK TO 
COMMEMORATE HORTHY 
AND TRIANON IN 
BUDAPEST TORCHLIGHT 
MARCH

The non-parliamentary Mi Hazánk 

party and associated groups 

plan to march by torchlight on 

Sunday, on the 100th anniversary 

of the election of Miklós Horthy 

as Hungary’s regent. They also 

plan national events to mark the 

centenary of the signing of the 

Trianon Treaty, the party said in 

a statement. Representatives of 

the Miklós Horthy Society, the 

Trianon Society, the Independent 

Smallholders Party, MIÉP, and 

the Sixty-four Counties Youth 

Movement, among others, will 

take part in Sunday’s march in the 

capital, which is set to follow the 

same route that Horthy took from 

Gellért Hill to Parliament, crossing 

Liberty Bridge. A national “Justice 

for Hungary” campaign will also be 

launched, with a truck emblazoned 

with the pre-Trianon map of 

Hungary making its way around 

the country.

WIZZ AIR TO REDUCE 
CAPACITY ON FLIGHTS TO 
ITALY

Hungarian low-cost airline Wizz Air has 

said it will reduce capacity on its flights 

to Italy between March 11 and April 

2 due to falling demand. Although 

tickets for flights to Rome, Bologna, 

Catania, Naples, Milan and Bari cannot 

be booked on Wizz Air’s website for 

the period between March 10 and 

April 4, the company told MTI that 

not all flights had been cancelled. The 

company continues to operate with 

limited capacity to those destinations, 

it said. Passengers with tickets to 

cancelled flights will be duly notified, 

and will be able to choose between a 

free re-scheduling or a refund, Wizz Air 

said. Italy has been hit by an outbreak 

of the coronavirus.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK, 
INFO CENTRE TO BE SET 
UP ON ROMAN IMPERIAL 
SITES

The Hungarian National Museum 

(MNM) is heading a project to set 

up an archaeological park and 

information centre on two sites along 

the Roman Empire’s border line, the 

limes, MNM’s deputy head said. The 

remains of the Campona Castellum 

on the southern edge of Budapest 

and the port fortress in Verőce, on 

the Danube in northern Hungary, 

will be the focus of the new project, 

Gábor Rezi Kató said. The aim is to 

develop the sites, which are vying for 

the UNESCO world heritage status, 

into a thematic network and to make 

them attractive to tourists, he said. 

Besides the MNM, participants in the 

project include the local authority of 

Verőce, the Museum of Applied Arts 

and others, he said.

JOBLESS RATE 3.4% IN JAN

Hungary’s three-month rolling average 

jobless rate was 3.4% in January, up 0.1 

percentage point from the previous 

month and 0.3 of a percentage point 

lower than twelve months earlier, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. The 

data cover unemployment among 

those between the ages of 15 and 74. 

In absolute terms, there were 160,300 

unemployed, 5,100 more than in the 

previous month and down 9,500 from 

a year earlier.


