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Gulyás noted coronavirus is spreading in Europe, adding that there was little chance Hungary could avoid COVID-19. He said 

the government knew of two Hungarians who had contracted the virus: a woman living in Vienna and a man on a boat in 

Japan. The press will be immediately informed if any person in Hungary is identified to carry the virus, he said. Gulyás said 

that for the time being, the effect of the epidemic of the Hungarian economy cannot be assessed. Gulyás said there were 

five Hungarians among the thousand people quarantined in a hotel in Tenerife. According to the latest information, they 

are well and the foreign ministry is in touch with them, he added. 

Human Resources Minister Miklós Kásler said Hungarian procedures in connection with the new virus were slightly stricter 

than those generally applied in Europe. He said GPs have received the latest protocols connected to the COVID-19 virus, 

providing details as to how it can be identified as well as procedures in case of suspected infection. 

The government is still not aware of any cases of the new virus being present 
in Hungary, Gergely Gulyás, the head of the prime minister’s office, told a press 
conference.

NO CONFIRMED CORONAVIRUS CASES IN HUNGARY

Coronavirus updates

Stats office releases prelim jobs 
report for Nov 2019-Jan 2020

Business portal Portfolio organises 
construction sector conference

V4 foreign affairs officials meet 
Western Balkan counterparts  
in PragueM
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Kossuth and Liszt Prize-winning pianist Gergely Bogányi to perform 20 concerts 
in 2020

http://hungarymatters.hu/
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HUNGARIAN AUTHORITIES 
TAKE PRECAUTIONARY 
MEASURES AGAINST 
CORONAVIRUS 

Liszt Ferenc International operator 

Budapest Airport has said it will start 

screening passengers arriving on 

direct flights from Seoul for fever 

as a preventive measure against 

coronavirus. The three weekly direct 

flights from the South Korean capital 

are operated by Polish state airline 

LOT, it noted. Budapest Airport has 

been checking the temperatures of 

passengers of all flights from China 

since Jan. 31 and those of passengers 

arriving from Italy since Feb. 23, 

the statement said. So far, 2,676 

passengers and 209 crew members 

have been screened, it added.

Meanwhile, the opposition 

Democratic Coalition has asked the 

government why no decision has been 

taken to screen travellers on public 

roads arriving from virus-hit northern 

Italy at Hungary’s borders. Citing press 

reports from Romania, deputy party 

leader Csaba Molnár said that around 

2 million Romanians were working in 

Italy and around 800,000 of them lived 

in the northern region of that country. 

“DK doesn’t want to cause panic but 

it does want reassuring answers from 

the government and the authorities,” 

Molnár said.

Budapest’s ELTE university has 

told its teachers and students 

returning from countries affected 

by coronavirus to stay away from the 

university for two weeks. Students 

and teachers returning from China or 

other countries, with special regard 

to northern Italy, should contact 

their doctors immediately if they 

have a fever, cough or respiratory 

difficulties, the university said in a 

circular letter. Patients should always 

indicate if they have recently visited 

an area affected by COVID-19 or if they 

contacted other people with similar 

symptoms, the letter said. Meanwhile, 

the University of Szeged also said it 

would introduce new measures to 

protect its students and staff. Work-

related postings to infected areas 

are banned and members of the 

institution who returned from any of 

those places after Feb. 12 are to stay 

away from the university for a period 

of 14 days, it said in a statement. The 

university also advises suspending any 

other visits to the areas in question and 

cancelling any visits by delegations or 

guests from there. So far, there have 

been no confirmed coronavirus cases 

in Szeged, the statement said.

In another development, a 

swimming pool in Eger, in northern 

Hungary, has been closed as a 

precautionary measure after the local 

water polo team played a Champions 

League match in virus-hit Brescia, in 

northern Italy, last weekend.

Further, the Hungarian government’s 

operative board monitoring the 

coronavirus outbreak has set up a 

call centre to provide accurate and 

up-to-date information to citizens 

on the virus, the interior ministry 

reported. The centre can be reached 

under koronavirus@bm.gov.hu and 

at 06-80-277-455 or 06-80-277-456 

by phone. The board continues to 

advise against visits to infected areas, 

including northern Italy, and asks state-

run primary and secondary schools 

not to organise trips to such areas, 

spokeswoman Kinga Láng-Bognár said.

BUDAPEST ASSEMBLY 
ADOPTS 2020 BUDGET 

The Budapest Assembly on 

Wednesday adopted the municipality’s 

2020 budget. Revenue is set at just over 

284 billion forints (EUR 839m) while 

spending is a little above 408 billion. 

The deficit of just below 125 billion 

forints will be financed through a mix 

of credit agreements, domestic bonds 

and revenue from bank deposits. The 

budget passed with 18 votes in favour, 

14 against and 1 abstention. Budapest 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony said the 

budget was founded on the platform 

of a “green and free Budapest”. The 

budget focuses on the Budapest 

resident, the mayor said, adding that 

it was the budget of a prospering, 

social, green and climate conscious 

city. Karácsony, however, added that 

the new budget was “burdened 

by the legacy of the past”, arguing 

that each year the government was 

tightening its grip on the capital’s 

finances. He said the budget would 

create the conditions for the Katona 

József, Örkény and Radnóti Theatres, 

the Trafó House of Contemporary Arts 

and Margaret Island’s Open-air Theatre 

to be fully locally funded. Karácsony 
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said independent theatre crews should 

also have the opportunity to produce 

art freely.

Meanwhile, he said the renovation 

of the capital’s landmark Chain Bridge 

could begin before the end of the year. 

As part of the renovation of the third 

metro line, the line’s underpasses will 

be made wheelchair-accessible. The 

budget also creates the conditions for 

jobseekers to travel free of charge on 

public transport. Starting in the autumn, 

the poorest 20,000 families will receive 

a 20,000 forint (EUR 59) utility subsidy.

SOCIALISTS: BUDAPEST 
2020 BUDGET TO BE ‘PRO-
OPPORTUNITY, GREEN’

Budapest’s 2020 budget is green 

and geared towards creating 

opportunities for its residents, a 

Socialist councillor said ahead of the 

Budapest Assembly meeting. The 

budget provides for services so far 

missing from the lives of the city’s 

residents while ensuring funding 

is completely covered for all items 

included, Csaba Horváth, the Socialist 

group leader in the assembly, told a 

press conference. He said Budapest 

only gets back 2% of the taxes paid 

by its residents, so developments lack 

funding. Meanwhile, he noted that the 

Socialists are in talks with their alliance 

partner Párbeszéd on future closer 

cooperation. Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony, Párbeszéd’s co-leader, has 

also said cooperation between the 

two parties both within the national 

assembly and the Budapest one should 

be closer, and both should work to 

promote a “pro-republic majority”.

BUDAPEST ASSEMBLY 
BANS CONSTRUCTION  
IN CITY PARK 

The municipal assembly of Budapest 

on Wednesday banned any further 

construction within the Liget Project, 

which involves plans to build a complex 

of museums in the City Park. The ban, 

proposed by Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony, is aimed at “preventing 

irreversible changes to the city’s largest 

public park” so that “it can continue 

in its function as a public park”. Csaba 

Horváth, group leader of the Socialists 

in the assembly, said that “a number of 

questions” concerning the Liget Project 

have not been answered. He insisted 

it was not clear “what exactly should 

be built and where”. Once those issues 

are settled, the Socialists will propose 

lifting the ban, he added. 

Márta V. Naszályi of Párbeszéd and 

mayor of the first district said that 

the project had “so far considered 

the park as a construction site” and 

“nobody had been asked” about 

the building activities that have 

taken place so far. The ban will serve 

protection of the park’s green areas, 

she added. 

Karácsony said the city and 

the government had conflicting 

positions on the Liget Project and 

suggested that he saw no way for a 

consensus. On November 5 last year, 

the city assembly denied support 

for all components of the Liget 

Project which were not yet under 

construction at that time, including a 

new National Gallery. It decided that 

the City Park should be renewed in a 

way that it retains its primary function 

as a public park.

HUNGARY GROSS WAGES 
UP 13.1% YR/YR IN DEC

The average gross wage for full-

time workers in Hungary grew by an 

annual 13.1% to a monthly 406,388 

forints (EUR 1,200) in December 2019, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Net wages grew at the same 

pace, to 270,248 forints.


