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“Holocaust education is a mandatory part of Hungary’s national curriculum,” State Secretary Zoltán Kovács said in an 

article published in the Tablet, written in response to the American online magazine’s accusation that the Hungarian 

government had “dumped” the Nobel Laureate from the national curriculum and replaced him by “musty” authors who 

were “convinced anti-Semites”.

“It’s quite a stretch to claim that the Orbán government is somehow trying to obscure the work of Imre Kertész. In honor of 

Kertész, this government has funded an institute charged with the mission of ‘nurturing his legacy, collecting and processing 

his unpublished works’ and more,” Kovács wrote. “I am obliged to remind those who take an interest in Hungary of how 

much the governments of Prime Minister Orbán have done to counter anti-Semitism and to support Hungary’s Jewish 

community; anti-Semitism and the Hungarian government are just fundamentally incongruent,” Kovács wrote, adding 

that unlike may western European countries Hungary was the safest country for Europe’s Jews.

Far from “dumping” the works of Imre Kertész from the national curriculum, 
the government has gone to great lengths to promote the legacy and works 
of the acclaimed Hungarian author, a government official says.
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Rehearsal for the Honvéd National Dance Ensemble for its performance 
celebrating its 70th anniversary
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GOVT OFFICIaL: 
HuNGarIaN NaTIONaL 
TeSTS POSITIVe FOr 
COrONaVIruS IN JaPaN

A Hungarian national has tested 

positive for coronavirus in Japan, a 

government official said. The patient 

is one of the crew members of a cruise 

ship stranded off the country’s coast 

because of a coronavirus outbreak, 

state secretary for communications 

and international representation 

Tamás Menczer said, citing Japanese 

authorities. The Diamond Princess was 

quarantined on Feb. 5. Quarantine 

was lifted on Feb. 19, and on Feb. 22 

most of the passengers on board 

were allowed off the ship, while most 

of the crew stayed behind. The crew 

included two Hungarian musicians and 

a Hungarian waiter, Menczer added. 

The Hungarian infected with the virus 

has been put in insolation and is set 

to be transported to a hospital or an 

observation unit within the next 2-3 

days, the state secretary said, adding 

that the patient is feeling fine.

Budapest and Debrecen airports 

have started screening passengers 

arriving from Italy for coronavirus, 

the chief medical officer said. The 

latest recommendations from the 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

and the European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control (ECDC) call for 

the introduction of new procedures in 

coronavirus screenings, Cecília Müller 

told a press conference. She said Italy’s 

ambassador to Hungary recently 

briefed the operative board set up 

to coordinate preventive measures 

against coronavirus on the situation 

regarding the virus in Italy.

The virus so far is most prevalent 

in Lombardy and Veneto regions 

but cases have also been reported in 

Emilia-Romagna and Piedmont, Müller 

said. The chief medical officer noted 

that a group of 11 secondary school 

students, two teachers and two drivers, 

who returned from northern Italy on 

Sunday night, have been placed in a 

two-week quarantine at South Pest 

Central Hospital. The foreign ministry’s 

consular service recommends that 

people planning a visit to Italy should 

make a final decision following 

“thorough consideration” due to the 

coronavirus epidemic.

Meanwhile, government-funded 

trips to China for Hungarian students 

studying Chinese will be scrapped 

this year due to coronavirus, a 

government official said. Mónika 

Bartos, the government commissioner 

responsible for organising language 

courses abroad, noted China was one 

of the target countries for the new 

government scheme for language 

students. The trips will be scrapped 

this year to protect the students from 

the virus, she said. The measure affects 

up to 50 students, she added. The 

high-school children scheduled for the 

trip will visit Britain instead, she added.

A group of 11 secondary school 

girls, two teachers and two drivers, 

who returned from northern Italy on 

Sunday night have been placed in a 

two-week quarantine in Budapest’s St 

László hospital due to the coronavirus 

epidemic in that region, public 

broadcaster M1 reported. János Szlávik, 

the head of the National Institute of 

Hematology and Infectology at South 

Pest Central Hospital, said that both 

the students and the adults were 

free of any coronavirus symptoms. 

He said, however, that observation 

was necessary because the students 

had had their lodgings close to an 

area north-east of Milan now closed 

down by Italian authorities due to the 

growing number of coronavirus cases. 

Szlávik said that three other Hungarians 

that had returned from an ocean 

liner earlier, showed no symptoms 

and could be released from St László 

hospital on Friday or Saturday.

aGrICuLTure MINISTer: 
GOVT WOrKING TO 
PrOTeCT eu FuNDING FOr 
HuNGarIaN FarMerS

The Hungarian government is doing 

all it can to preserve current levels of 

EU funding for Hungarian farmers, 

Minister of Agriculture István Nagy 

said, after a meeting of central and 

eastern European counterparts. 

The ministers of Bulgaria, the Czech 

Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Poland and Romania signed 

a joint declaration at the meeting in 

Warsaw, calling for the European 

Union’s Common Agricultural Policy 

(CAP) to be maintained at the current 

level in the bloc’s budget for the 2021-

2027 financial cycle, the ministry said 

in a statement.
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Nagy said the current proposal for 

CAP funding “would have to be raised 

even without the increased demands 

environmental and climate protection 

measures placed on farmers”. “We can’t 

ask more from farmers with stagnant 

funding, and even less so if funding is 

cut,” he said. The ministers agreed that 

the sector should contribute towards 

achieving the EU’s climate goals, “but 

a balance must be found between 

commitments made by the farming 

sector and other sectors,” the ministry 

said.

Regarding the EU’s Green Deal, 

Nagy said its goals should be achieved 

“not by impoverishing Hungarian 

farmers but by making large polluting 

corporations pay the price of climate 

change.” Climate change should not 

lead to “less competitive EU farming or 

more red tape for farmers. Even more 

important, it should not lead to higher 

food prices,” Nagy said.

LMP urGeS MOre 
SuPPOrT FOr LOCaL SMeS

The opposition LMP party called for 

measures that would help “create 

balance” in the Hungarian economy by 

giving more support to SMEs than to 

multinational companies. Multinational 

companies and some large businesses 

linked to the government receive 

substantial central support while their 

small and medium-sized suppliers are 

“exploited”, a party lawmaker said. 

„This could pose a serious problem 

in the instance of an economic crisis,” 

Márta Demeter said. She called 

on the government to change its 

economic policy and give priority 

and more support to Hungarian SMEs 

that employ 70% of the country’s 

workforce, she said. LMP calls for 

reducing the tax and administration 

burden on SMEs and “eliminate the 

tax evasion practices of multinational 

companies”, Demeter said.

GOVT OFFICIaL: 
aIDING MOLDOVa’S eu 
INTeGraTION FOreIGN 
POLICy PrIOrITy

Aiding Moldova in its progress towards 

European Union integration is a foreign 

policy priority for Hungary, a foreign 

ministry state secretary said. Hungary 

intends to place a greater emphasis 

on Moldova’s EU integration going 

forward, Levente Magyar said after 

meeting Aureliu Ciocoi, the Moldovan 

foreign minister, in Budapest.

The Hungarian government has 

decided to take concrete steps to 

strengthen bilateral relations, Magyar 

told a joint press conference. These 

include assigning experts to help 

the Moldovan government in the 

EU integration process, supporting 

Hungarian investment projects in 

the country and putting the launch 

of a direct flight between the two 

countries back on the agenda, he 

said. Cooperation between the two 

countries’ diplomacy academies will 

also be strengthened and Hungary 

will offer scholarships to 40 Moldovan 

students and possibly even more later 

on, Magyar said. He said the Moldovan 

foreign minister’s visit served to 

prepare the Hungarian prime minister’s 

visit to Chișinău next month.

Ciocoi said Moldova was looking 

forward to Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán’s visit, during which a strategic 

partnership pact is expected to be 

signed. He thanked Hungary for 

its support and efforts to advance 

Moldova’s EU integration.

VarGa: HuNGary IN 
TaLKS WITH INVeSTOrS IN 
JaPaN, CHINa ON GreeN 
bOND ISSue

Hungary is in talks on the issue of 

a three- to five-year “green bond” 

with investors in Japan and China, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said in 

an interview published on business 

news website mfor.hu. “We’re currently 

in talks on the green bond in two 

markets, in Japan and in China. There 

is stronger interest [in Japan] where a 

number of players have appeared as 

partners for an issue. We’ll launch this 

year; the framework will be established 

by mid-year on the basis of which we 

can decide the issue scale of such a 

security. We’re thinking of a three- to 

five-year maturity, and we’ll use the 

proceeds to finance investments that 

specifically protect the climate,” Varga 

told mfor.hu. Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán announced the launch of the 

green bond that will be used to finance 

climate-friendly programmes in the 

framework of a climate protection 

action plan unveiled at an annual 

state of the nation speech earlier in 
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February. Varga told mfor.hu that the 

government is also weighing the 

possibility of making the green bond 

available to resident retail investors, but 

he said the securities would first be 

issued to institutional investors. Varga 

confirmed that a new government 

security targeted at Hungarians saving 

for retirement would be launched this 

year.

“We want to launch a kind of 

construction that draws [retail] 

investors with more favourable 

conditions, getting them to buy the 

securities sooner, at a younger age. 

We want to ensure favourable yields...

[and] sufficient flexibility allowing 

savings to be topped up at any time, 

based on the needs of the client,” he 

told mfor.hu. Asked about the term of 

the bond, Varga said the government 

had “not wound up consultations on 

the matter of, for example, allowing 

access to the savings after a period 

of ten years, similar to the practice 

of pension funds, or only after the 

investor reaches retirement age”.

Commenting on the impact on 

the retail investment market of the 

government’s popular Plus bond, 

Varga said the overall effect had been 

“positive”. Strong demand for the Plus 

demand has reduced price pressure on 

the real estate market and supported 

a better balance between supply and 

demand, he explained. Responding 

to criticism that the high-yield bond 

had hoovered up retail savings from 

other banking sector products, Varga 

said banks are free to compete with 

the Plus bond.

“The goal is not to cannibalise the 

market and suck up all the money, 

rather it is to further improve the 

competitiveness of the economy and 

strengthen the foundations of growth 

by increasing savings,” he said.

“If more people make savings, that’s 

good for banks, too,” he added.

Varga said the earlier announced 

goal of raising the outstanding amount 

of retail government securities to 

11,000 billion forints (EUR 33.3bn) in 

five years could be achieved before 

the 2023 target date.

TeaCHerS TO GeT 10% Pay 
rISe FrOM JuLy

Teachers’ salaries will rise by 10% 

from July, Human Resources Minister 

Miklós Kásler has said. The pay rise, 

to affect almost 170,000 teachers, 

will be implemented “technically” by 

introducing a “professional allowance”, 

Kásler said. Teachers in training will get 

the 10% pay rise on top of an 8% salary 

increase from Jan. 1, he added.

LOTTe aLuMINIuM 
INVeSTS HuF 44 bN  
IN TaTabÁNya PLaNT

South Korean industrial manufacturing 

company Lotte Aluminium is investing 

44 billion forints (EUR 130.5m) in 

establishing an aluminium foil plant 

in Tatabánya, in north-west Hungary, 

Levente Magyar, the foreign ministry 

state secretary, told a press conference 

in Budapest. Located on a 60,000sqm 

plot, the plant will provide materials 

for manufacturing electronic vehicle 

batteries, the state secretary said. 

Lotte Aluminium Hungary executive 

manager Hyun-Cheol Cho said annual 

production is expected to be around 

18,000 tonnes of aluminium foils.

LIGeT PrOJeCT 
COMMISSIONer 
aSKS MayOr TO 
WITHDraW PrOPOSeD 
CONSTruCTION baN

László Baán, the commissioner in 

charge of the project to transform 

Budapest’s City Park (Liget) into a 

cultural venue, has asked Budapest 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony to withdraw 

a proposed ban on the construction 

of buildings in the area that have 

not yet received a construction 

permit. In an open letter addressed 

to the mayor, Baán said that as the 

law stands, the ban would end up 

curtailing green developments such 

as the refurbishment and expansion 

of park areas. “Not a single tree or bush 

would be planted and not a single 

square metre of green space could 

be refurbished” under the ban, Baán 

wrote. The commissioner criticised 

the metropolitan council leadership 

for failing to discuss the impact of 

the proposal with the asset manager 

designated in the law on City Park 

or with Városliget, the state-owned 

company in charge of the project. 

He said it was “rather absurd” that 

“after declaring absolute priority for 

green developments” the Budapest 

leadership, “right in the middle of a 
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climate emergency”, had submitted 

a proposal that would result in a ban 

on mainly green developments. Baán 

asked Karácsony to withdraw the 

proposal and provide an opportunity 

for “proper talks” on the Liget project.

MaTOLCSy: INITIaTIVe TO 
SCaLe baCK eu buDGeT 
‘WrONG’

National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

governor György Matolcsy said the 

position some Western European 

member states are taking on the next 

European Union budget is “unfair” and 

“wrong”. In an op-ed piece published 

on Novekedes.hu, Matolcsy argued 

that the position taken by some 

member states that the EU’s next 

seven-year budget ought to be 

scaled down is, in effect, the unfair 

termination of an earlier agreement 

under which new member states 

opened their markets and allowed 

western European companies to 

make acquisitions in strategic sectors 

in exchange for development funding 

to support convergence. He added 

that the profits repatriated by those 

western European companies always 

exceeded the scale of development 

funding from Brussels, while the 

same companies also benefited from 

the development funding as many 

won contracts to undertake the 

investments it supported.

Matolcsy said “significant progress” 

had been made in the region in 

the past 15 years, but said local 

infrastructure is still not on par with 

that in the West. At the same time, 

western European companies have 

staked out local markets, he added.

At the end of the 1990s, “temporary 

asymmetry” was accepted as a 

principle, but now that has been 

transformed into a “sustained regional 

asymmetry”, he said. Western Europe 

has benefited not only from profits 

repatriated from new member 

states, but from the several million 

skilled labourers who have taken up 

employment in the West, Matolcsy 

said.

Looking forward to the trends 

expected in 2030, the debate over a 

smaller EU budget is evidence that 

“the EU has given up on funding its 

proper place in the global economic 

competition”, he said. At times when 

money is in large supply, “whoever is 

stingy is not only guilty of parsimony 

but is making a huge mistake”, he 

added.

LOTTery TICKeT SaLeS 
CLIMb aS rOLLOVer 
JaCKPOT GrOWS

State-owned Hungarian lottery 

company Szerencsejáték expects 

sales of its popular weekly pick-

five game to double this week as 

the rollover jackpot climbs over 

5.2 billion forints (EUR 14.8m), 

Szerencsejáték’s marketing director 

said on public television. Last week, 

5.4 mil pick-five tickets were sold, 

well over the usual 3.3 million, Zsófia 

Bánhegyi told news channel M1. 

The big jackpot is driving sales to 

foreigners who live near the border 

with Hungary, too, she added. The 

pick-five jackpot has rolled over 

since June. The chance of winning 

the jackpot is one in 44,000,000.


