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“If we wish to see an ambitious Europe, we need an ambitious budget,” Orbán said during an EU summit in Brussels on 

Friday. He told reporters that the Friends of Cohesion group of countries suggest that the calculations should be based on 

the European Parliament’s proposal for each member state contributing 1.3% of their GNI to the EU budget.

“If Europe really wants to make progress in the fields of border defence, digitalisation, industrial policy, agriculture, cohesion 

and the infrastructure, it cannot get stuck at 1%. All countries should raise their contribution to 1.3%,” he said.

Orbán said he saw no hope for a compromise between the two positions. “If there is no agreement on the revenue side, 

it makes no sense to speak about distribution,” he said. “We are very far from the realistic possibility to make a deal today,” 

he said. It is “very likely” that another summit would be needed to reach an agreement. Orbán said that the practice of 

richer countries contributing a lower share of their GNI to the EU budget than the poorer ones should be discontinued.”

Hungarian Premier Viktor Orbán has called it “unacceptable” that four EU members 
rejected EC President Charles Michel’s proposal for contributing 1.074% of their gross 
national income to the EU budget for 2021-27, and insisted that their contribution 
cannot top 1% of their economic output.

ORBÁN REJECTS NET CONTRIBUTORS’ 1% OFFER
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ORBÁN ON FUTURE  
OF EUROPE

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said the EU 

summit also focussed on the future of 

Europe. “The debates centred on how 

ambitious a Europe we are striving for. 

If we want to maintain Europe as it is, 

we need an internal market based 

on the pillars of farm subsidies and 

cohesion funds,” he said. Orbán said 

that the figures should be brought 

in line with the long-term vision 

of the European Union. The more 

ambitious goals cannot be financed 

from the community funds that were 

available under the 2014-2020 financial 

framework. The new challenges the 

EU is going to face will require further 

funds, he said.

In reply to a question, Orbán said 

that the proposal for tying community 

funds to the rule of law in recipient 

countries had not been raised during 

the summit. This issue might emerge 

in the final phase of negotiations, he 

said.

ORBÁN WISHES ‘BLESSED 
SERVICE’ TO ARCHBISHOP 
GERGELY KOVÁCS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

wished “wisdom and a blessed 

service” to Archbishop of Alba Iulia 

(Gyulafehérvár) Gergely Kovács, who 

was ordained on Saturday. Orbán’s 

letter was read out at the end of the 

ceremony by Deputy Prime Minister 

Zsolt Semjén.

Orbán said it was a “milestone” 

that a new archbishop was ordained 

for the archdiocese in a year which 

is dedicated to national cohesion. 

Kovács is best known for acting as the 

postulator in the beatification process 

of Áron Márton, a one-time bishop of 

Alba Iulia. Further, his service in Rome 

enabled him to get a unique insight 

into the culture and life of central 

European nations, Orbán added. “We 

are thankful to Providence that from 

now on he can put his knowledge and 

experience in use to serve the diverse 

Catholic community in Transylvania,” 

Orbán said in the letter.

FIDESZ-KDNP: ‘SOROS 
NETWORK’ INCITES 
HATRED BETWEEN 
HUNGARIANS, ROMA

The “Soros network” of organisations 

supported by US billionaire George 

Soros is trying to incite hatred 

between Hungarians and Roma in 

connection with a school segregation 

case in the north Hungarian village of 

Gyöngyöspata, co-ruling Christian 

Democrats lawmaker Lőrinc Nacsa said 

on behalf of the ruling parties.

This is why they are organising a 

protest march in Budapest on Sunday, 

he told a press conference.

“Soros organisations” financed 

from abroad have repeatedly tried 

to interfere in Hungarian domestic 

politics and exercise pressure in areas 

such as migration policy, Nacsa said.

“The real aim of the Soros network 

is to push aside the anti-migration 

national government of Hungary 

and give way to its own left-liberal 

puppets,” he added.

The Debrecen Appeal Court in 

September 2019 ruled that Roma 

children in Gyöngyöspata were 

segregated unlawfully at school and 

their right to equal treatment was 

violated. The court required the local 

authority and the school district to pay 

compensation of 100 million forints 

(EUR 297.700) to the children’s families 

for each year spent in segregation.

The local authority and the school 

district asked the Kúria to review the 

binding ruling last year.

NGOS DEMONSTRATE  
FOR ROMA INTERESTS

A demonstration for the interests of 

Roma people was held in Budapest 

on Sunday with the slogan “Free 

Court! Free Gyöngyöspata!” referring 

to a contested court ruling on 

compensation payment to segregated 

Roma pupils in the northern Hungarian 

village of Gyöngyöspata.

The demonstration was organised 

by the Szabad Bíróság Szabad 

Gyöngyöspata (Free Court, Free 

Gyöngyöspata) group, Amnesty 

International Magyarország, the 

Civil Liberties Union (TASZ), the 1 

Hungary Initiative, Szocsoma, the We 

Belong Here network and the Főnix 

Movement.

Gathering on a square near Nyugati 

railway station, the demonstrators 

moved to the building of Hungary’s 

supreme court Kuria where speakers 
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demanded the independence of 

courts. Then they moved to Kossuth 

Square near Parliament under signs 

that read “Nobody stands above the 

law” and “National Roma Alliance”.

There were no signs referring to 

political parties but several anti-

government signs were carried, as well 

as flags of the teachers union PDSZ, the 

Hungarian Network of Academics and 

the international left-wing organisation 

Antifaschistische Aktion.

Former Budapest Mayor Gábor 

Demszky, former Alliance of Free 

Democrats lawmaker Gábor Iványi, 

former Alliance of Free Democrats and 

Socialist lawmaker Imre Mécs and head 

of the Hungarian Roma Parliament 

organisation Aladár Horváth were 

among the protesters.

Addressing the demonstration, 

Jenő Setét, head of We Belong Here, 

said that the “events of recent weeks” 

concerning the Gyöngyöspata 

compensation issue were intolerable. 

He said that the “Roma communities 

came under the most severe attack of 

the past thirty years.” Setét said that 

the government was inciting hatred 

in the interest of political gains and 

the Roma were used as an excuse for 

attacking courts.

The victims of the 2009 Roma 

killings of Tatárszentgyörgy were also 

remembered.

Prime ministerial commissioner and 

ruling Fidesz regional representative 

László Horváth said in a Facebook 

message that the organisers of 

the demonstration “had exposed 

themselves” because fewer than a 

busload of people arrived for the 

demonstration from the village 

of Gyöngyöspata. “Some 98% of 

Gyöngyöspata residents said no to 

this political act,” he said. It is clear 

that “organisations supported by 

[US billionaire] George Soros” do not 

want peaceful coexistence between 

Hungarians and Roma and their 

“recipe” is to incite conflict and “call 

the Roma in arms” against the majority 

society, he added.

JOBBIK CALLS FOR CROSS-
PARTY COOPERATION 
TO SUPPORT ETHNIC 
HUNGARIANS IN 
SZEKLERLAND

Conservative Jobbik is calling for 

cross-party cooperation for the 

success of a European initiative on 

protecting national regions which 

would also serve the interests of 

ethnic Hungarians in Szeklerland, 

party lawmaker Zoltán Balczó said. 

The initiative dubbed European 

Citizens’ Initiative for the Equality of 

the Regions and Sustainability of the 

Regional Cultures was launched by the 

Szekler National Council (SZNT).

Balczó told a press conference that 

the aim of the SZNT’s initiative was to 

convince the European Union to pay 

special attention to regions whose 

national, cultural, religious and ethnic 

characteristics were different from 

those of the surrounding regions.

For the initiative launched on May 

7 last year to be successful, at least 

one million supporting signatures 

are needed from seven member 

states by May 7 this year and currently 

the number of certified signatures is 

slightly over 124,000, he said.

Balczó said it was a welcome 

development that LMP and Socialist 

lawmakers were also backing 

a proposal for a parliamentary 

resolution to support the initiative. 

However, he added that Párbeszéd 

and DK lawmakers had not expressed 

support for the initiative which he 

said demonstrated that DK had 

remained “insensitive to vital issues 

of ethnic Hungarians beyond the 

borders”.

SOCIALISTS TO BE 
TREATED AS EQUAL 
PARTNERS IN OPPOSITION 
COOPERATION, SAYS 
PARTY LEADER

The Socialist Party wishes to participate 

in opposition cooperation as an equal 

partner, without being “treated as a toe 

rag”, party leader Bertalan Tóth said, 

reacting to the recent announcement 

of the Socialist mayors of two Budapest 

districts that they will switch over to 

the leftist Democratic Coalition (DK) 

party.

“Building a party’s human resources 

policy on looting the Socialists” will 

not help opposition cooperation, 

Tóth said. He said the argument 

of the two mayors, László Kiss and 

Sándor Szaniszló, that DK’s policy 

in European affairs had been more 

attractive to them, was “hypocritical 

and unacceptable”. The two mayors 
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“would be nowhere in politics without 

the Socialist Party”.

Tóth proposes that those 

who leave the party to run as a 

candidate of another party at 

local or general elections should 

not be eligible for the Socialist 

party’s support. He also proposes 

a review of cooperation in Kiss and 

Szaniszló’s districts. The Socialists 

have made great sacrifices for 

the success of cooperation and 

their experience, institutions and 

community were crucial in the 

opposition’s victories in the local 

elections last autumn, he said.

In the October 13 elections, the 

Socialists gained strength, obtaining 

45 mayoral posts and nearly 400 

mandates in local councils, Tóth said. 

Support of the Socialist-Párbeszéd 

alliance is stable and growing steadily, 

the Socialist leader added. He warned, 

however, that the “democratic parties” 

can only win against ruling Fidesz if 

they join forces.

SOCIALISTS CALL  
FOR FOURTH REPUBLIC  
OF HUNGARY

A Socialist leader stressed the need 

to establish a fourth republic in 

Hungary once the Socialists, as part 

of the pro-republic opposition, come 

to power in the 2022 elections. The 

new Hungarian republic will have to 

be democratic and based on social 

justice, Ágnes Kunhalmi, head of the 

party’s national board, told a press 

conference after a board session.

She said the new republic 

would be built from a variety of 

components, such as child-focused 

education combining lexical 

knowledge with ability-development 

and patient-focused health 

care offering modern European 

treatments.

Kunhalmi stressed the need 

of a strong pension correction 

programme, with the introduction 

of the European minimum pension. 

The Socialists propose the Swiss 

indexation method to be restored 

for pension calculation. Accordingly, 

pensions would increase by 6.5% this 

year as against the actual 2.8%, she 

said. Kunhalmi called for curbing 

the current “accommodation 

crisis”, which she said required the 

introduction of a rent ceiling and 

the development of a home rental 

scheme. The minimum wage must 

be made tax-free, which would 

result in an immediate increase 

of 25,000 forints per month, she 

added. Kunhalmi said the Socialists 

did not want the European Union 

to cut funding for Hungary but 

fully supported that the transfer 

of payments should be tied to the 

country meeting the rule-of-law 

criteria.

Socialist leader Bertalan Tóth 

said opposition cooperation was 

the only way to achieve a change 

in government in 2022. The party 

believes that a joint prime ministerial 

candidate and joint candidates in 

constituencies are required to defeat 

Fidesz, he added.

FOREIGN MINISTRY 
RECOMMENDS 
‘THOROUGH 
CONSIDERATION’ BEFORE 
VISITS TO NORTHERN 
ITALY

Hungary’s foreign ministry 

recommends that people planning 

a visit to northern Italy should make 

a final decision following “thorough 

consideration” due to the coronavirus 

epidemic, the state secretary for 

communications and Hungary’s 

international image said on Sunday. 

One of the reasons for this is the health 

risks involved and the other is that in 

case the Italian authorities see a need 

for expanding the quarantine, nobody 

will be able to leave the towns, villages 

and areas in question until it is lifted, 

Tamás Menczer said. The ministry 

is asking Hungarians in Italy to pay 

attention to warnings and obey the 

instructions of the local authorities, 

he said. The Hungarian ministry is 

monitoring the situation and will 

keep the public informed about all the 

relevant measures, the state secretary 

said.

Budapest Liszt Ferenc International 

Airport operator Budapest Airport 

said on Sunday that flights from 

northern Italy would be monitored 

and passengers from such flights 

would be scanned with heat cameras. 

No passengers had high temperatures 

on the first two affected flights, from 

Treviso and Bergamo, respectively, on 

Sunday.
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AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 
SUPPLIER SEGA BUILDING 
25,000SQM PRODUCTION 
HALL

Chinese-owned Starters E-Components 

Generators Automotive Hungary (SEGA) 

laid the cornerstone of a 25,000sqm 

production hall at its logistics base 

in Szirmabesenyő, in northeastern 

Hungary. Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

signed a strategic partnership 

agreement with the management of 

the company at the ceremony.

Addressing the event, Szijjártó 

said that in 2018, 58% of the capital 

invested in the world came from 

eastern countries. Back in 2017, 81% 

of the world’s investments was based 

on capital from western countries, he 

said. In Hungary, 101 large investment 

projects have been launched and 

partly finished over the past few years, 

with their total value reaching 1,705 

billion forints (EUR 5.0bn). Two-thirds 

of that money came from eastern 

countries, which also created 40% of 

the new jobs in Hungary, Szijjártó said.

SEGA, which makes starter motors 

and generators at its base in nearby 

Miskolc, had a 400 million euro 

revenue in 2018. Szijjártó noted that 

the Miskolc plant is SEGA’s largest 

production plant in Europe, and has 

been operating since 2003. SEGA will 

also launch research and logistics 

activities at the new base, Szijjártó 

said. SEGA did not reveal the cost of the 

investment. The business was earlier 

acquired by China’s Zhengzhou Coal 

Mining Machinery Group from German 

engineering giant Bosch.

HUNGARIAN FILM 
COMMISSIONER TO THE 
HOLLYWOOD REPORTER: 
‘WE HAVE TO TAKE 
CENTRAL EUROPEAN 
STORIES MORE SERIOUSLY’

In an interview to The Hollywood 

Reporter, Csaba Káel,  the 

commissioner for promoting 

the Hungarian f ilm industry, 

said “We have to take Central 

European stories more seriously 

. . .  We have to tell  stories about 

our lives.” The National Film 

Institute, which replaced the 

National Film Fund in January, is 

responsible for coordinating the 

Hungarian f ilm industry with a 

54 million dollar annual budget, 

the Reporter said. Káel said in the 

interview that the country should 

focus on more stories addressing 

the life, history and culture of 

Hungary and central Europe. The 

Hungarian f ilm industry “hasn’t 

produced a good movie about 

the First World War, the Hungarian 

Revolution of 1848, the 1989-1990 

regime change or even about the 

Hungarian Uprising of 1956. We’d 

like to change that and provide 

an opportunity for f ilmmakers to 

ref lect on our history and national 

heroes on cer tain anniversaries,” 

Káel said.


