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The bill proposes suspending the payments until June 15, when the new regulation “restoring the natural balance between 

the compensations for victims and inmates” is expected to pass parliament. The government will then use the results of 

the national consultation survey on the issue as a guideline for the new regulations, which will scrap the “unfair practices” 

employed so far and focus on the interests of the victims and their families, Varga said.

Over the past few years the government has built new prisons and continued to develop prison conditions. Overcrowding, 

the grounds of the compensation lawsuits, is declining, and the inmates have job opportunities. The government is 

committed to fully eradicating overcrowding. Under the new legislation, the claims of the victims will be met faster and 

more effectively, she said.

Varga said the bill also sets a deadline, September 30, to reduce the average occupancy rate of prisons in Hungary to not 

more than 100%.

The government is prepared to face international controversy over the bill, she said.

The government aims to put a halt to the “prison business” which “has grown into a 
billion-forint industry”, Justice Minister Judit Varga said in parliament, at a plenary debate 
of a bill regarding compensation payments for poor prison conditions in Hungary.
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MINISTER ON 
BACKGROUND TO ‘PRISON 
BUSINESS’ BILL

Addressing a parliamentary debate 

of a bill regarding compensation 

payments for poor prison conditions 

in Hungary, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga noted a 2015 ruling of 

the European Court of Human 

Rights (ECtHR), saying that prison 

conditions in Hungary warranted an 

effective compensation system, as 

overcrowding is causing repeated 

and constant problems. The ECtHR 

called on Hungary to implement 

a prevention and compensation 

system to tackle the issue, she said. 

Recent years have shown that the 

compensation system is vulnerable to 

abuse, she said. So far, 12,680 rulings 

were issued in prison compensation 

cases, coming close to nine billion 

forints (EUR 26.6m). Of the payments, 

merely 10% went towards paying 

damages to the victims of the inmates 

suing, and 61% ended up in attorneys’ 

deposit accounts, she said.

PARTIES’ COMMENTS ON 
‘PRISON BUSINESS’ BILL

Gyula Budai, a lawmaker of ruling 

Fidesz, said during the debate that 

the “prison business, an almost ten 

billion forint industry”, is an abuse 

of rights and harms the Hungarian 

state. It also harms public trust in 

the judiciary and goes against the 

“people’s sense of justice”, he said.

The opposition nationalist Jobbik 

party blamed the government for the 

situation, pointing out that the law 

on compensations had been passed 

by the ruling parties back in 2016. 

Csaba Gyüre said the proposal would 

only delay a proper solution.

The Socialists also noted that the 

law on compensations for inmates 

was passed by Fidesz and the junior 

ruling Christian Democrats. “We’re 

now paying the price for the botched 

decision by the lawmakers of the 

ruling parties,” László Varga said, 

proposing that the compensations 

should be financed from state funds 

paid to the ruling parties.

The leftist Democratic Coalition 

(DK) said the proposal would “put 

convicts back out on the street and 

into society”, insisting that there was 

“a possibility that the ruling parties 

only want to release their own 

criminals”. Ágnes Vadai wanted to 

know the basis on which inmates 

would be selected for release if that 

was how the government chose to 

resolve the situation.

Green LMP accused the 

government of “trying to build 

propaganda on a situation they 

themselves created”. László Lóránt 

Keresztes asked the government 

representatives why the government 

had not addressed the problem of 

prison overcrowding in recent years 

and built more prisons.

The radical nationalist Mi Hazánk 

(Our Homeland) party proposed 

withdrawing Hungary from the 

ECtHR’s jurisdiction as the only way 

to halt the “prison compensation 

business”. At a press conference 

Dóra Dúró, the party’s deputy 

leader, accused the court of curbing 

Hungary’s sovereignty and defending 

convicts.

GOVT NEVER CONSIDERED 
WITHDRAWING FROM 
EUROPEAN HUMAN 
RIGHTS CONVENTION 

The government has never discussed 

any proposal for Hungary to suspend 

the implementation of or withdraw 

from the European Convention on 

Human Rights, the Prime Minister’s 

Office said in response to remarks by 

a lawmaker.

Imre Vejkey, deputy group 

leader of the junior ruling Christian 

Democrats, told a plenary debate 

about compensation payments for 

poor prison conditions in Hungary 

earlier in the day that the country 

should consider suspending the 

ECtHR’s jurisdiction and quitting the 

Convention. He said the protection 

of fundamental rights was ensured in 

Hungary, arguing that the Strasbourg 

court’s decisions “violated Hungary’s 

national competency”.

The PM’s Office said in a statement 

that the Convention had been part 

of Hungary’s legal system since its 

parliamentary ratification in 1993. 

The national consultation survey the 

government is going to launch is about 

the “prison business” rather than about 

the European Convention on Human 

Rights, it said.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: UKRAINIAN 
DEPT PM VISIT HOPE 
TO GET NEARER TO 
‘SOLUTION’ ON UKRAINE 
MINORITY RIGHTS

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said in New York that the Ukrainian 

deputy prime minister’s visit to 

Hungary scheduled for March would 

hopefully bring the parties closer to 

an agreement on minority rights in 

Ukraine. 

In his speech at the plenary session 

of the UN’s General Assembly, 

Szijjártó called the situation of ethnic 

minorities in Ukraine unacceptable 

and unlawful. The minister noted 

that a strong, developing and 

democratic Ukraine is in the 

interest of Hungary because of the 

150,000 ethnic Hungarians living 

there. Over the past five to six 

years, Hungary has granted Ukraine 

some 75 billion forints (EUR 222m) 

worth of economic development, 

humanitarian, health and educational 

aid, provided medical treatment for 

wounded soldiers and hosted 2,300 

children in summer camps, he said.

Hungary has always stood 

up for Ukraine’s integrity and 

sovereignty, and is aware of the 

dif ficulties the country is facing, 

Szijjártó said. However, it cannot 

accept the recent Ukrainian laws on 

education and language use passed 

in violation of the neighbouring 

country’s bilateral and international 

commitments, he said. 

The minister said the United 

Nations should make a universal 

approaches to all breaches of 

international law. It is unacceptable 

if the UN takes action against 

certain violations and overlooks 

others, he said.

GULYÁS: SUPPORTING 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 
A PRIORITY

Hungary considers the support of 

Christian communities a priority in a 

Europe “that is becoming increasingly 

afraid of embracing its Christian roots”, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s Office 

told an international conference 

in Budapest. Europe has a duty to 

support Christian communities, as 

European cooperation is the legacy 

of Christian Democratic politicians, 

Gergely Gulyás told the conference 

on migration organised by the Konrad 

Adenauer Foundation, the PM’s Office 

and the European People’s Party group 

of the European Parliament.

Hungary established its Hungary 

Helps humanitarian programme as 

a way of setting a positive example 

in this regard, he said. He noted that 

there were a lot of disagreements 

in Europe at the time of the 2015 

migration crisis, including between 

Hungary and Germany. However, 

Gulyás added, those disagreements 

had become secondary compared 

to the widespread agreement on 

certain issues like the need for 

border protection, guaranteeing 

refugee status and distinguishing 

between the issues of asylum and 

immigration.

Hungary does not want to give 

anyone advice in connection with 

migration, Gulyás said. “The most it 

can do is share its experiences,” he 

added. “We have a clear position on 

illegal migration, the protection of 

our shared borders and that we don’t 

wish to resolve our demographic 

problems through immigration.” 

Gulyás said Hungary respected the 

decision of those countries that see 

immigration as an important element 

in the preservation of their society. 

Hungary has chosen a different path 

and favours family policy instead, he 

added. The PM’s Office urged joint 

European efforts in addressing the 

root causes of migration.

He said Hungary has increased 

its contributions to development 

cooperation four-fold compared 

with 2004, adding that the country 

transfers 61% of those funds to those 

in need in collaboration with the 

European Union, the United Nations 

and the World Bank.

Tristan Azbej, the state secretary in 

charge of aiding persecuted Christians, 

said the Hungarian government 

considered mass migration was 

also dangerous and harmful to the 

migrants’ countries of origin, arguing 

that through migration those countries 

lose young people who could take 

part in rebuilding their countries. It 

was harmful, he said, to the receiving 

countries where the integration of 

immigrants had failed and led to the 

emergence of parallel societies. 
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DK CALLS ON ORBÁN TO 
REPRESENT HUNGARY’S 
INTERESTS AT EU SUMMIT

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) party called on Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán to represent Hungary’s 

interests at a summit on the 2021-

2027 EU financial framework in 

Brussles and “get more money for 

Hungary”, the leader of the leftist 

party’s delegation to the European 

Parliament said.

Speaking ahead of the summit, 

Csaba Molnár said the meeting will 

be pivotal for Hungary’s future since 

ruling “Fidesz’s economic policy 

has coupled Hungary to foreign car 

manufacturers and the life support 

of the EU.”

Molnár noted that during the 

tenure of Ferenc Gyurcsány, Socialist 

prime minister from 2004 to 2009 

and now the head of DK, Hungary 

received nearly 30 billion euros in 

funds from the EU. Seven years later, 

under Orbán, that sum dwindled to 

23 billion, and the next financial cycle 

is expected to bring 18 billion to the 

country, he said. 

Molnár insisted that Orbán, “as 

the leader of by far the most corrupt 

government in the EU, will have 

difficulties in convincing other leaders 

to give more money to the country.” 

Instead of forging alliances, Orbán has 

alienated EU leaders from the country, 

he said. Nonetheless, DK asks the 

prime minister to “stop whining and 

start to work”, Molnár said.

ESTABLISHMENT OF 
COMMUNIST-ERA LABOUR 
CAMP COMMEMORATED

Confronting the fates of the survivors 

of the forced labour camp in Recsk, 

in northern Hungary, is never easy, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office told a conference marking 

the 70th anniversary of the camp’s 

establishment. The event organised 

by the National Remembrance 

Committee is the opening 

conference of a series of events 

commemorating the Hungarian Gulag. 

The commemorative events aim to 

establish a greater awareness and 

understanding of an important part 

of history, “the breaking of the country” 

and the “retribution taken against the 

enemies of the regime”, Gergely Gulyás 

said. He said it was important not to let 

Hungary’s four decades of communist 

rule be forgotten, adding that there 

were always stakes when it came to 

remembrance. “Finding the common 

ground in national remembrance that 

serves as a cohesive force for everyone 

despite all our disputes and differences 

is in part dependent on our ability to 

remember,” Gulyás said.

He thanked the generation of 

historians who were “the first to 

break through the wall of silence” 

and got “murderers, conspirators, 

victims, the little man and subservient 

beneficiaries” to open up about the 

communist era. The PM’s Office 

chief said there were still some in 

Europe attempting to deny or justify 

historical tragedies. “Those who do 

not remember the past are destined 

to relive it,” he said.

DEFENCE MINISTER AT 
TALKS IN SWEDEN

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő 

discussed current defence policy 

issues and cooperation possibilities in 

the defence sector with his Swedish 

counterpart Peter Hultqvist in 

Stockholm, the ministry said. Sweden 

has been an important partner for 

Hungary in defence development for 

years, and the acquisition of the Carl 

Gustaf M4 multi-role weapon system 

and SAAB-manufactured mobile 

maintenance hangars could greatly 

contribute to Hungary’s armed forces 

development programme, Benkő said 

in the statement. Helicopter training 

under extreme conditions and air-

to-air refuelling capabilities are also 

important elements of Swedish-

Hungarian cooperation, he added.

Military cooperation is partly based 

on the lease of Gripen fighters signed 

in 2001, Benkő said. “It is a constructive 

agreement which has extraordinary 

significance in armed forced 

development for the Hungarian Army, 

so the operation of Gripens and the 

possibility for technical and professional 

support after 2026 were also discussed 

at the meeting,” he added.

Hultqvist said it was very important 

for Sweden to develop and maintain 

good relations with NATO and its 

member states including Hungary, 

the statement said.
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TWO SOCIALIST DISTRICT 
MAYORS IN BUDAPEST 
JOIN DK

The Socialist mayors of two Budapest 

districts have decided to quit their 

party and join the Democratic 

Coalition (DK), the two parties 

confirmed the information of news 

portal index. The portal said that László 

Kiss of the northern 3rd district and 

Sándor Szaniszló of the 18th district 

decided to join DK. They said the 

reason for their decision was that DK 

gave them stronger political backing 

and guarantees in the implementation 

of their mayoral programme. As 

regards European politics, the two 

mayors said they felt more closely 

affiliated with the political programme 

represented by DK group in Brussels 

led by Klára Dobrev. The programme 

addresses a European minimum 

wage, a minimum pension and family 

benefits, they noted. The Socialist Party 

said in response that the two mayors 

have let the party down, whereas DK 

leader Ferenc Gyurcsány welcomed 

them as new members of his party.

NOVÁK RECEIVES POLISH 
STATE AWARD

Katalin Novák, Hungary’s state 

secretary for family and youth affairs, 

received the Commander’s Cross of 

the Order of Merit of the Republic of 

Poland for her merits in deepening 

Polish-Hungarian relations. The award, 

bestowed on behalf of Polish President 

Andrzej Duda, was handed over by 

Marlena Malag, Poland’s minister for 

family, labour and social policy, at 

the Polish embassy in Budapest. At 

the ceremony, Malag lauded Novák’s 

merits in initiating several Polish-

Hungarian family policy projects, 

her role in the implementation of a 

programme aimed at strengthening 

the identity Poles living in Hungary as 

well as her experience in the field of 

diplomacy. In her acceptance speech, 

Novák said Hungary and Poland had 

a mission to represent a family-centric 

approach to governing in Europe, 

adding that they were “virtually alone” 

in doing this on the continent.

DEMETER’S COURT DATE 
SET FOR FEB. 28

LMP lawmaker Márta Demeter is set 

to appear in court to face charges of 

abuse of office on Feb. 28, the daily 

Magyar Nemzet said. Demeter is 

accused of using her parliamentary 

privilege in 2018 to obtain confidential 

data on Hungarian army operations 

and publishing it on social media 

illegally. She was charged by Hungary’s 

central investigating prosecutor last 

November, the paper noted. Demeter 

submitted questions to the interior and 

defence ministers asking them why a 

minor named Flóra Orbán, whom she 

had wrongly assumed to be the prime 

minister’s daughter, had been allowed 

to travel on an Airbus operated by the 

Hungarian army, before posting about 

it on social media. But the information 

published by Demeter contained 

falsehoods, the paper said, as it turned 

out that the daughter of a Hungarian 

officer, who has the same name as 

Orbán’s daughter, had been among 

the passengers.

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz later 

filed a criminal complaint against 

Demeter and turned to the National 

Data Protection and Freedom of 

Information Authority (NAIH) over 

the matter. The authority concluded 

that the documents viewed by 

Demeter had contained nothing that 

could have led her to conclude that 

the prime minister’s daughter had 

been unlawfully allowed to travel 

on a military plane. Parliament lifted 

Demeter’s immunity at the request of 

the public prosecutor last July after a 

probe launched by the Constitutional 

Protection Office determined that she 

constituted a national security risk. The 

prosecution proposed that if during 

preparatory hearings Demeter admits 

to the crime she is charged with, she 

should be fined 2,000,000 forints (EUR 

5,900), Magyar Nemzet noted. Abuse of 

office by a lawmaker carries a sentence 

of up to three years’ imprisonment.

HUNGARIANS HAVE 
LEAST DEBT RELATIVE 
TO INCOME IN EUROPE, 
SURVEY FINDS

Hungarians have the lowest amounts 

of debt relative to their incomes in 

European comparison, but many still 

experience difficulty with paying their 

bills, according to a fresh survey by 

receivables management company 
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Intrum. Of the Visegrad Group 

countries, Hungary registered the 

highest score on Intrum’s financial 

wellbeing barometer with 6.24 

points. Slovakia scored 6.19, the Czech 

Republic 6.16 and Poland 5.54 points 

on the barometer which factors in 

the ability to pay bills on time, credit 

freedom, saving for the future and 

financial literacy. Hungary’s relatively 

high score can be attributed primarily 

to the low volume of retail lending 

stock. Hungary had the highest level 

of credit freedom out of all European 

countries.

GOVT TO EXEMPT 
EARNINGS FROM SALES OF 
APICULTURE PRODUCTS 
FROM PIT

Hungary’s government will exempt 

beekeepers’ earnings from sales 

of apiculture products from the 

personal income tax, Minister of 

Agriculture István Nagy said. Nagy 

said supporting beekeepers is “a 

pillar” of the government’s climate 

protection measures. This year the 

government doubled a pollination 

subsidy beekeepers get, to HUF 1,000 

(EUR 3.0) per hive. Nagy earlier noted 

that Hungary’s honey output has 

been halved to just 15,000 tonnes per 

year, but warned that an even bigger 

problem is the impact the declining 

number of hives has on pollination and 

consequently on the national economy.

SEMMELWEIS UNIVERSITY 
CONDUCTS 5,000TH 
KIDNEY TRANSPLANT

Budapest’s Semmelweis University 

has conducted the 5,000th kidney 

transplant, the university said. The 

patient was a 52-year-old man suffering 

from kidney failure due to hypertrophy. 

He is feeling well and has already been 

released from hospital, the university 

said. The university conducted 130 

kidney transplants in 2019, placing it 

second on the list of Eurotransplant, an 

international organisation coordinating 

transplants between 8 countries, the 

statement said.

HUNGARIAN SATELLITES 
FUNCTIONING AS 
PLANNED

Two Hungarian satellites launched in 

December are operating according 

to plan, the Budapest University of 

Technology and Economics said. 

The ATL-1 and SMOG-P satellites 

were put into orbit on an Electron 

rocket of US-based Rocket Lab on 

December 6. They are now travelling 

around the Earth at a speed of 7.2 km 

per second in an elliptical orbit at a 

height of 350-400km. The SMOG-P 

satellite is gauging levels of artificial 

electromagnetic smog in the upper 

atmosphere. The ATL-1 satellite is 

testing the quality of a special insulator 

designed for use in space. The ATL-1 

satellite was developed by ATL Kft in 

cooperation with H-ION Kft. The ATL-

1 was supported by European Union 

and state funding. The satellites will 

maintain their orbits for at least five 

months.

NATIONAL MUSEUM, 
LOWER AUSTRIA 
SIGN COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT

The Hungarian National Museum and 

the state of Lower Austria signed a 

cooperation agreement in Budapest. 

The cooperation initiated by Lower 

Austria last autumn will focus on 

Emperor Franz Joseph and his wife, 

Elisabeth, known also as Sissi, and their 

legacy, the director of the Budapest 

museum said prior to the ceremony. 

Hungary and Lower Austria were 

“united” by the Habsburg dynasty for 

almost 500 years before, but they will 

continue to maintain close ties as a 

country and a separate state, he said.

Hermann Dikowitsch, department 

head for arts and culture at Lower 

Austria’s provincial government, 

highlighted “the heritage” of the 

long common past and praised the 

Budapest museum for its “impressive 

collection”.

The cooperation will cover scientific 

research, conferences, exhibitions, 

restoration projects and exchange of 

experts.


