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Péter Szijjártó said Hungary was a winner of shifts in the global economy thanks, to no small extent, to this strategy. He said 

many people had shown contempt for the strategy, which they contended would alienate the country from the western 

alliance. But it had since become clear, he added, that “our western friends only criticised us because they did not want to 

see us as rivals on Central Asian markets”. Whereas 81% of global investments were from the West and 17% from the East 

in 2007, the latter reached 58% last year as against 40% for the former. In Hungary, 60% of investments are from the East, 

which has also provided 40% of new jobs, he noted. 

Szijjártó said there were no unresolved political issues between Hungary and Kyrgyzstan that hindered cooperation. 

Meanwhile, he welcomed Kyrgyz President Sooronbay Jeenbekov’s impending visit to Hungary in April and the upgrading of 

ties to a strategic partnership. The new Hungarian embassy with eleven officials in Bishkek is part of a process of deepening 

bilateral relations, he added.

Addressing a Kyrgyz-Hungarian business forum in the Kyrgyz capital, Hungary’s 
minister of foreign affairs and trade lauded Hungary’s strategy of opening to the East 
launched ten years ago.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: INVESTMENT 
PROTECTION PACT TO 
STRENGTHEN BASIS FOR 
COOPERATION WITH 
KYRGYZSTAN

The signing of an investment 

protection agreement between 

Hungary and Kyrgyzstan, which was 

recently approved by the European 

Commission, will strengthen the 

legal basis for cooperation between 

the two countries, Péter Szijjártó, the 

foreign affairs and trade minister, 

told a Kyrgyz-Hungarian business 

forum in Bishkek. The minister 

announced a new 50 million US 

dollar joint investment fund operated 

by Hungary’s Eximbank and its 

international partners. Hungary 

has also offered its help to clean up 

environmental damage in Kyrgyzstan.

Further, 75 Kyrgyz students will start 

studying at Hungarian universities 

in the next academic year. Also, ten 

Kyrgyz government officials will 

spend a week in Hungary studying 

the country’s economic and structural 

changes that have produced the EU’s 

fastest growth rate, he said.

Szijjártó expressed appreciation for 

Kyrgyzstan’s efforts to fight terrorism 

and protect its borders, as well as 

to tamp the flow of extremists and 

ideologies. This, he added, was not 

straightforward in Afghanistan’s 

neighbourhood. Hungary, he said, 

supports Kyrgyzstan’s application to 

become a member of the UN Security 

Council in 2027.

NOVÁK: NEXT 
GENERATIONS EUROPE’S 
FUTURE

The solution to Europe’s demographic 

challenges is more children, Katalin 

Novák, Hungary’s deputy state 

secretary for family and youth 

affairs, said ahead of an international 

conference in Brussels on Tuesday 

evening. Young people tend to 

conceive of their future in terms of 

having a family, often a large one, 

which is why it is important to help 

them have as many children as they 

want, Novák told a press conference. 

The replacement rate in Hungary 

and in the rest of Europe is too low, 

Novák said, adding the Hungarian 

government’s goal is to help young 

Hungarians establish a family. 

Regarding her visit to Brussels, 

Novák noted she met Dubravka Šuica, 

EU commissioner for democracy 

and demography, and discussed 

problems such as the low fertility rate 

and the aging population. The issue 

must be addressed at EU level, Novák 

said, calling for “the mobilisation of 

internal resources of member states 

to stimulate demographic growth”. 

“There are many ways to approach 

the issue of demography,” Novák said. 

“Hungary’s firm position is however 

that migration is not the solution.”

György Hölvényi of the Hungarian 

Christian Democrats said Europe’s 

future was in the hands of young 

people. More focus on the family 

should be given at EU level, he added.

The conference was held in the 

European Parliament with the 

participation of young people from 15 

countries, as well as MEPs, government 

officials and family and youth affairs 

experts of the European Commission.

FIDESZ SUPPORTS 
CLIMATE PROTECTION 
ACTION PLAN

The ruling parties welcome the 

launch of a climate protection action 

plan and offer all their support for 

its implementation, ruling Fidesz 

lawmaker László Böröcz said. He told 

a press conference that the ruling 

parties trusted that the left-wing 

would also support the action plan 

because “instead of empty words 

real action is needed” in climate 

protection. Fidesz refuses to accept the 

left-wing arguments from Brussels to 

use climate protection as an excuse 

for raising utility fees and food prices 

while reducing cohesion funding to 

Hungary, he added. Everybody must 

act to protect the environment and 

the costs of climate protection should 

be borne by companies and countries 

that cause the most pollution instead 

of the Hungarian people, he said.

In response to a question, he 

described Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s 

recent memorandum to the European 

People’s Party as a proposal to achieve 

improvements and said it concerned 

the direction that the party group 

should take in order to become an 

unavoidable force in Europe. Fidesz 

believes the EPP must strengthen its 
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centre-right orientation to achieve this, 

he added.

MORE THAN 50,000 
PETITION TO SAVE LIGET 
PROJECT 

More than 50,000 people have 

signed an online petition on “saving” 

the Budapest Liget Project, the daily 

Magyar Nemzet said. People from 

almost every continent from more 

than 400 places, including New York, 

London, Odorheiu Secuiesc and 

Subotica, signed the petition on saving 

the flagship project to build a museum 

quarter in the City Park, the paper said.

Budapest’s new mayor, Gergely 

Karácsony, has placed a ban on the 

construction of buildings that have 

not yet received a construction permit.

The paper described the Liget 

Project as the largest cultural 

development of the last hundred 

years. It was set to include building a 

new National Gallery on the site of the 

demolished Petőfi Hall and a House of 

Hungarian Innovation at the site of the 

former Museum of Transport.

FIVE-PARTY SUPPORT 
FOR EUROPEAN 
CITIZENS’ INITIATIVE ON 
PROTECTING NATIONAL 
REGIONS

Hungary’s five parliamentary parties 

have put forward a proposal for a 

resolution in support of a European 

Citizens’ Initiative on protecting 

national regions. The proposal by the 

governing parties, Jobbik, the Socialists 

and LMP published on parliament’s 

website backs the initiative of the 

Szekler National Council.

The initiative for the Equality of 

the Regions and Sustainability of the 

Regional Cultures aims to convince 

the European Commission to create 

a cohesion policy that pays special 

attention to regions with national, 

ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic 

characteristics that are different from 

those of the surrounding regions. 

The proposal has symbolic weight, 

too, given the declaration of the year 

of national cohesion 100 years after 

the signing of the Trianon Peace 

Treaty, parliament’s statement said. 

The proposed resolution states that 

the deprivations of such regions, 

including geographical areas 

without administrative powers, can 

be addressed by ensuring equal 

access to structural funds and other 

EU funds, resources and programmes, 

while promoting their regional identity. 

The resolution also calls on Hungarians 

at home and abroad to support the 

citizens’ initiative and to sign it.

SOCIAL SECTOR WORKERS 
TO GET 14% WAGE HIKE

Social sector workers will receive a 

14% wage hike retroactively from 

Jan. 1, Human Resources Minister 

Miklós Kásler said. The wage hike 

will comprise an 8% increase in the 

minimum wages for both skilled and 

unskilled social sector workers as well 

as an additional 6% increase, Kásler 

told a press conference. The raise 

will affect 84,000 people working in 

state, local council, church or NGO-run 

institutions, with their wages rising by 

an average of 30,000 forints (EUR 89), 

the minister said. The sector’s workers 

already received the 8% increase this 

month and will get the full 14% raise 

in March retroactively from January 1, 

Kásler said. The wage hike will increase 

the lowest wage in the sector to 

177,000 forints from last year’s 155,000 

forints, with the highest earners 

receiving 473,000 forints compared 

with last year’s highest wage of 415,000 

forints, he said.

BENCSIK QUITS JOBBIK

MP János Bencsik on Wednesday 

said he had quit the nationalist 

Jobbik party and its parliamentary 

group, citing a “political revenge 

campaign” by the party’s new 

leadership against “those who 

hadn’t backed their team”. 

In a video message posted 

on Facebook, Jakab said he 

considered the policies pursued 

by party leader Péter Jakab 

“morally unacceptable and fatal 

when it comes to Jobbik’s future”. 

Bencsik said another reason 

for his departure was Jakab’s 

alleged insistence that Jobbik 

no longer had a use for “divisive” 

topics covering policies for 

Hungarians beyond the borders or 

remembrance policy “that hinder 

the appeasement of left-wing 

voters”. He said he considered it 
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“unacceptable” that Jobbik had 

become “a party without a face 

of its own that is ashamed of its 

right-wing positions”. Bencsik 

vowed to be one of the most active 

independent MPs and represent 

21st century right-wing policies 

that envisage Hungary’s future as 

part of Europe. Bencsik won his 

parliamentary seat from Jobbik’s 

national party list.

SIMICSKÓ: NATIONAL 
CONTEST FOR SCHOOL 
STUDENTS TO INSTIL 
PATRIOTIC VALUES

Secondary students will have a 

chance to study positive examples of 

Hungarian history and traditions with 

a view to boosting their patriotism, 

the government commissioner for 

patriotism and defence education 

said, unveiling a quiz series that forms 

part of an education programme that 

aims to instil patriotism in citizens. 

“There’s much Hungarians have to 

be proud of,” István Simicskó said, 

adding that pride, however, should 

be “healthy” rather than being 

“directed against others”. The goal 

of the scheme is to understand and 

appreciate the work and values of 

Hungarians’ forebears as the basis for 

creating new values which instigate 

pride in the homeland through 

creative activities, he added.

ZALAZONE TEST TRACK 
55-60% COMPLETE

Hungary’s ZalaZONE vehicle test track 

is 55%- 60% complete, László Vigh, 

the government commissioner for the 

project said at a press conference on 

site on Wednesday. The first phase 

of the 45 billion forint (EUR 136m) 

test track, including a 2km handling 

course, 300m-diametre dynamic 

platform and multi-surface braking 

platform, five-hectare smart city, 

2,000sqm garage and conference 

centre, was completed last spring. 

Other elements of ZalaZone include 

test track modules for rural road, 

highway and motorway; a high-speed 

oval; an extreme side-shifted road; a 

bad roads module; a slopes module; 

a noise measurement track; a water 

basin; and a kickplate. Vigh noted 

that the test track can accommodate 

autonomous and electric vehicles 

as well as ones with conventional 

combustion engines.

NATIONAL CULTURAL 
COUNCIL HOLDS 
INAUGURAL MEETING 

The National Cultural Council held its 

inaugural meeting in Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s office on Wednesday, the 

PM’s press chief said. Established under 

the law on culture passed last December, 

the body comprises the president 

of the Hungarian Arts Academy and 

the directors of 17 strategic cultural 

institutions, Bertalan Havasi said in a 

statement. These include the National 

Theatre, the Budapest State Opera, 

the Museum of Fine Arts, the Palace of 

Arts, the Hungarian National Museum, 

the Petőfi Museum of Literature and 

the Open Air Skanzen Museum in 

Szentendre, among others. The law 

states that national culture and identity 

should be preserved and strengthened 

by ensuring future generations’ equal 

access to national culture. Further, the 

Council is tasked with the strategic 

management of Hungary’s cultural 

sectors, and it also submits proposals 

on cultural policy to the government. It 

also evaluates and harmonises culture-

related development plans. The Council 

must file an annual report on its activities.


