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In the memo, Orbán said that “the EPP was resolutely pro-democracy, anti-communist, pro-market, anti-Marxist, pro-

nation, in favour of building the Union on the basis of nations, pro-subsidiarity, anti-bureaucracy, Christian-inspired, and 

a committed representative and devotee of the Christian family model and the matrimony of one man and one woman.” 

“The EPP represented these values courageously, proudly and successfully under the pressure of its opponents, fashion 

trends and the left-wing liberal media majority.” But, he added, by now “everything has changed”.

Orbán lamented what he saw as the grouping’s failure to represent Christian inspirations “if there are any left”. He 

recommended that the party alliance should modify is strategic guideline and return to the heritage of Wilfried Martens. 

The EPP should support its member parties in cooperating and building coalitions not only with the left, but also with 

the right-wing in their countries, he wrote, adding that besides centrist forces, representatives of the Christian right-wing 

should also be given a seat at the table.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán called for a debate within the European People’s Party  
on the future of the EPP in a memorandum sent to the leaders of the grouping  
on Tuesday.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ IN TASHKENT: 
HUNGARY ABLE TO EXPORT 
OVER EUR 100 BN ANNUALLY

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó, opening 

an Uzbek-Hungarian business forum in 

Tashkent, said Hungary belonged to 

an “elite club of 35 countries”, having 

exported 100 billion euros of goods 

annually over the past three years.

A focus of Hungarian foreign policy 

is to boost cooperation between 

fast-growing Central Asia and central 

Europe, “the growth engine of the 

European Union”, Szijjártó said. Uzbek-

Hungarian relations are not burdened 

by any unresolved issues that may 

hinder “peaceful business dealings”, he 

said. Due to recent shifts in the world 

economy, regions that were once 

condescended to now boast healthy 

growth, and Hungary and Uzbekistan 

both belong to such regions, he 

added. Central European growth is 

more than twice the European average, 

he noted, adding that Hungary was 

the fastest growing country in the EU 

last year. Its population size is 94th in 

the world yet its export performance 

is 34th, the minister said. Szijjártó 

said business ties between the two 

countries would strengthen, thanks 

to decisions made during his visit.

Hungarian Eximbank is opening 

a 100 million dollar credit line to 

provide support for Hungarian-Uzbek 

business ties, and the government is 

offering 30 scholarships to Uzbek 

students who choose to study at 

Hungarian universities. Several 

university cooperation projects 

will be launched soon, and one of 

the largest Hungarian universities 

is opening a campus in Uzbekistan. 

Road transit permits are expected to 

exceed 300 in 2020, and road delivery 

permits will be tax-exempt from 

2021, he said. The minister noted that 

Hungarian companies are delivering 

3,000 ATM machines to Uzbekistan, 

and Hungarian pharma company 

Richter sells more than 100 medicines 

there. The two countries have reached 

agreements in sectors such as grain 

farming, manufacturing plant oils 

and grain processing and storage, he 

said. Projects are under way which 

may enable Uzbek companies to 

use Hungarian technology in border 

protection, water management, food 

safety and chicken and carp farming, 

Szijjártó said. He noted broad-based 

economic cooperation between the 

two countries, and the subsequent 

88% growth in trade volume.

GULYÁS: PUBLIC 
PROCUREMENTS WORTH 
7.5% OF GDP 

The total value of public procurement 

tenders last year was 3,430 billion 

forints (EU 10.2bn), or 7.5% of GDP, 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said. Speaking at 

a conference on amendments to 

the public procurement law, Gulyás 

said the law ensured transparency 

and a clear framework for public 

spending, as well as complying with 

European Union regulations. A lack 

of transparency and accountability 

in public spending leads to conflicts 

and distorts competition, Gulyás said, 

adding that regulations should strike 

a balance between effectiveness and 

transparency. Under the amended 

regulation, most public procurement 

procedures will be launched with 

an open call for bids, he said. The 

bulk of the European Commission’s 

criticism against Hungary is levelled 

at the high number of single-bidder 

public procurements, which the EC 

says stumps competition, Gulyás 

said. The number of such procedures 

is especially high in the IT and 

health-care sectors, he added. The 

government is working to iron out 

these discrepancies, he said. Gulyás 

said the expectation that legislation 

should aim to reduce the number 

of single-bidder procedures was 

“justified”.

PALKOVICS: HUNGARY AI 
STRATEGY READY

Hungary has prepared its Artificial 

Intelligence Strategy which addresses 

technical and human-sciences issues 

emerging from the evolution of 

AI, the innovation and technology 

minister said at Pannon University in 

Veszprém. Artificial Intelligence raises a 

number of moral and social questions, 

one of which is to what extent will it 

overwhelm natural intelligence, László 

Palkovics said. AI is emerging as part 

of the creative industry, and this raises 

the question of whether it should be 

considered a threat or an opportunity, 
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the minister said. “AI allows people to 

spend time on things with which they 

can create more value-added,” he said.

AI can be used in many areas from 

face recognition, health checks, 

polygraph tests, X-rays, noise 

indication of agricultural machine 

defects and self-driving vehicles to 

composing music and writing poems, 

he said. Talking about AI’s use in 

transport, Palkovics said it would help 

to eliminate human error and spare 

time and fuel. Further, Palkovics said AI 

will also become widely used in some 

professions and in state services. “By 

2030, Artificial Intelligence is expected 

to have contributed 14%, or about 

7,000 billion forints (EUR 20.9bn), to 

[the country’s] GDP,” the minister said.

The Artificial Intelligence Strategy 

has been prepared by more than 200 

institutions and companies, he said. It 

covers changes to data laws, the creation 

of a national laboratory, incentives for 

companies, research and development, 

training, infrastructure development and 

automatised administration in areas such 

as health care, as well as ethical and legal 

issues to be addressed. Once approved 

by the government, the strategy will 

be posted on its kormany.hu website, 

Palkovics said.

FINANCE MINISTER: 
CHANGES TO EU FISCAL 
SURVEILLANCE SHOULD 
BETTER SUPPORT 
INVESTMENT

Hungary supports changes to the 

European Union’s framework for 

economic governance if they better 

stimulate investment, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said after a 

meeting with his EU peers in Brussels. 

The European Commission presented 

an assessment of the effectiveness of 

the current framework for economic 

and fiscal surveillance at the Ecofin 

meeting. Varga said that investments 

in infrastructure, human capital and 

structural reforms support long-

term growth while also spurring 

private investment. “From the 

Hungarian side, we deem necessary 

a reduction in the number of and 

a simplification of EU fiscal rules. 

Furthermore, we agree that instead 

of sanctions, positive incentives can 

better support compliance with the 

rules,” he said.

JUSTICE MINISTER: NO 
EARLY RELEASE FOR 
CONVICTED CRIMINALS

The government will not consent 

to releasing any convicted criminal 

before their prison term is served, 

the justice minister said. Judit Varga 

reacted to remarks by Democratic 

Coalition lawmaker Ágnes Vadai, 

who said earlier in the day that 

“the government might release 

thousands of criminals”. Contrary to 

Vadai’s suggestions, the government 

is working to introduce even stricter 

probation rules, the minister said. 

She noted that the government 

had introduced a stricter penal code, 

as a result of which the number of 

serious crimes has been halved.

HUNGARIAN COUPLE 
RETURNING FROM CRUISE 
SHIP QUARANTINED

Two Hungarian citizens who have 

flown home after staying on a Dutch 

cruise ship that recently docked in 

Cambodia will be placed in quarantine 

as a precautionary measure against 

coronavirus, the National Public Health 

Centre (NNK) said. The two Hungarians 

stayed on board MS Westerdam 

between February 1 and 14. The ship 

docked in Cambodia last week after 

several other countries denied it port 

fearing coronavirus, the authority said 

in a statement. NNK said it’s possible 

the two Hungarians are in the latent 

phase of the disease. One passenger 

aboard the ship, an 83-year-old 

American national, in the meantime 

has been diagnosed with coronavirus. 

The Hungarian couple arrived in 

Budapest by plane on Saturday.

BUDAPEST TO RECEIVE 
HUF 50 BN GOVT 
FINANCING FOR HEALTH-
CARE DEVELOPMENT 

The city of Budapest will receive from 

central coffers 50 billion forints (EUR 

149m) to be spent on health-care 

development projects in the next 

five years under an earlier agreement 

between the government and the 

municipality, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office and the mayor of 

Budapest said in a joint statement. 

This year, 2 billion forints will be 
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made available for eliminating 

patient waiting lists for MRI and CT 

scans under a principle proposed by 

the government, the statement by 

Gergely Gulyás and Gergely Karácsony 

said. Another 8 billion forints will be 

distributed among the districts to 

be spent on improving the quality of 

outpatient care, they said. The funds 

will distributed among the districts 

“with no regard to the district mayor’s 

party affiliation or the local assembly’s 

composition”, the statement said. 

Preference will be given to districts 

lagging behind with health-care 

developments or where health 

institutions serve a larger number of 

residents, the document said.

EC REPORT: HUNGARIANS 
SEE MIGRATION AS 
GREATEST CHALLENGE 
FOR EU

Hungarian respondents in a survey 

conducted by the European 

Commission said they considered 

migration to be the greatest challenge 

facing the European community. The 

Hungarians asked, however, said 

that migration was not so much of a 

problem for Hungary in 2019 compared 

to the previous year, the report said. 

Fully 40% of respondents named 

illegal migration as the EU’s greatest 

problem, followed by climate change 

(28%), and environmental problems. 

As for Hungary, 42% said the greatest 

problems were around health care and 

social security, while 29% mentioned 

rising prices as the main problem.

FRANCISCAN LEADER 
THANKS HUNGARY FOR ITS 
SUPPORT FOR HOLY LAND 
MUSEUM EXPANSION

Head of the Custody of the Holy 

Land, Francesco Patton, in a letter to 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, thanked 

Hungary for its help in expanding the 

Terra Sancta Museum in Jerusalem, the 

PM’s press chief said. In December, the 

government granted 66 million forints 

(EUR 200,000) under the Hungary 

Helps programme which supports 

Christian communities and helps to 

preserve universal Christian heritage, 

Bertalan Havasi said. Patton expressed 

thanks for Hungary’s “generous 

donation” to the Terra Sancta Museum 

in Jerusalem. “This museum reminds us 

that we Franciscan monks have been 

around for nearly eight hundred years, 

strengthening the Christian presence 

in the Holy Land and telling a story 

which goes back to the time when 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ was born and 

resurrected,” he wrote in the letter.

NIGERIAN MAN SOUGHT 
BY GERMAN AUTHORITIES 
ARRESTED IN BUDAPEST 

A Budapest court has ordered the 

arrest of a Nigerian man who is 

suspected of assaulting a woman in 

a Budapest nightclub last December. 

The man who had stayed in Hungary 

illegally was also being sought by the 

German authorities for assault, police 

said on its website. The Budapest 

Police Headquarters said in a statement 

that on Dec. 7 last year a 31-year-old 

man is suspected of making a pass at 

the woman before hitting her in the 

face when she rejected his advances. 

He then fled the scene. The alleged 

victim did not report the incident to 

the police at the time.

In the same downtown club, the 

woman recognised her assailant last 

Saturday evening and made a report 

to police. The club’s bounders held 

the man until the police arrived. 

The 5th district police department 

determined that the suspect, C.C. 

Awuzieke, was staying in the country 

illegally. The 31-year-old Nigerian man 

did not confess to the alleged assault 

during police questioning. Munich’s 

prosecutor’s office has also issued an 

arrest warrant for Awuzieke, who is 

wanted for assault there.

MEMBERS OF CRIME GANG 
WHO STOLE MONEY, 
JEWELLERY FROM ELDERLY 
ARRESTED

Hungarian police arrested members 

of a criminal organisation with ties to 

the UK in three locations, according to 

police.hu. The suspects are charged 

with extorting millions of forints 

and jewellery from elderly people 

in Hungary. Police took coordinated 

action in three localities, arresting men 

in Budapest, Izsófalva (NE) and Makó 

(S). Two members of the gang from 

England phoned Hungarian elderly, 

claiming to be contacting them on 

behalf of family members who were 
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in trouble and needed money. The 

suspects told the elderly people that 

they would send a trusted friend for 

money, adding that jewellery would 

also suffice. The gang’s members 

in Hungary then turned up at the 

relevant addresses. Some of the 

people contacted were already 

aware of the scam, having received 

crime-prevention information. 

These people called their relatives to 

check the story and then refused to 

pay. Some however gave away their 

savings and jewellery worth millions 

of forints. The investigation has so far 

found that the men in Budapest and 

Izsófalva committed crimes in seven 

counties near Budapest. Police in 

Gyula have arrested six men and they 

are investigating their two partners in 

England, the police statement said.

GOVT TO PROBE RYANAIR 
FLIGHT TARMAC DELAY

The municipal government office has 

been instructed to investigate the case 

of a Ryanair flight that was delayed on 

the tarmac for six hours at Budapest’s 

Liszt Ferenc International Airport 

earlier on Tuesday. Gergely Gulyás, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

and István György, state secretary for 

regional public administration, have 

tasked the municipal government 

office with investigating whether 

Ryanair had handled the delay in 

line with its legal obligations, the 

PM’s Office said in a statement. The 

office slammed Ryanair’s handling 

of the delay as “scandalous”, saying 

that passengers had a right to 

receive information concerning 

flight schedules and that airlines are 

expected to do everything they can 

to minimise inconveniences.

CHARGES RAISED AGAINST 
HUNGARIAN WITH UK-
REGISTERED COMPANY 
FOR ALLEGED PYRAMID 
SCHEME

The Budapest chief prosecutor’s 

office has raised charges against a 

Hungarian national based in the UK 

who ran an alleged pyramid scheme 

between 2012 and 2014, Budapest 

chief prosecutor Tibor Ibolya said. 

The 50-year-old man, the managing 

director of a company registered in 

the UK, set up and ran a Hungarian 

company, the statement said. He 

developed a system resembling a 

pyramid scheme by collecting and 

distributing payments, it added. He 

held presentations online and in 

Hungary and used web conferences 

and personal meetings to recruit 

participants. He promised them 

that by recruiting further members, 

through subsidiary companies, they 

would enjoy favourable conditions 

under the arrangements of leasing 

to buy real estate or to repay an 

existing mortgage, Ibolya said. More 

than 1,500 people transferred sums 

ranging between 15,000 forints 

(EUR 45) and several million forints 

to the man’s bank account. He was 

in charge of the money received 

and made decisions about payouts 

and transfers, Ibolya added. The 

demands of people at the bottom of 

the pyramid could only be satisfied 

on condition that further members 

were recruited. Failing this, the 

promised financial gains did not 

materialise in a large number of 

cases, the statement said.


