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Speaking to public media after an audience with Pope Francis, Áder said he had visited the Vatican with the intention of 

inviting the pope to the congress scheduled for September 13-20.

He noted that this year marks the 100th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Hungary and the 

Holy See as well as the 30th anniversary of their re-establishment. He noted that Hungary has not had a papal visit since 

Pope John Paul II visited the country in 1996.

Áder said Pope Francis’s visit to Sumuleu Ciuc (Csiksomlyó), Romania, last year had been a “tremendous success” among 

Catholics, adding that the pontiff “would surely receive a similarly loving welcome from Hungarian believers”.

Pope Francis indicated that he would be glad to visit Hungary. “His reaction cannot be considered a full commitment but 

it was more than a polite comment on the invitation,” he said.

Áder confirmed the invitation during his meeting with Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin. The cardinal said that it 

would be an honour for him to accompany the pope on his visit to Budapest.

President János Áder has invited Pope Francis to Hungary for the International 
Eucharistic Congress set to be held in Budapest later this year.
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Pope Francis meets President János Áder in audience
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POPe, ÁDer DISCuSS 
eNVIrONMeNTaL ISSueS

The pope’s recent exhortation 

regarding the Amazon region and 

our joint responsibility for the created 

world featured high on the agenda of 

talks, Hungarian Presient János Áder 

said after meeting Pope Francis in an 

audience in the Holy See

Áder and the pope agreed that while 

the past century was that of crude 

oil, the present one is the century 

of water, with humanity facing the 

pressing need of preserving its water 

resources and natural waters. Providing 

an appropriate amount of quality water 

for the population is a challenge for 

each country, the president said. Áder 

outlined Hungary’s efforts to promote 

progress in this field, including the 

three World Water Summits hosted 

by Budapest.

The president informed the 

pope about the Hungary Helps 

programme aimed at supporting 

persecuted Christians all over the 

world.

Responding to a question, Áder 

said there are no unsettled disputes 

between Hungary and the Holy See.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: HuNGary 
COuLD IMPOrT GaS FrOM 
aZerbaIJaN FrOM 2023

Peter Szijjártó, the foreign affairs and 

trade minister, said Hungary could start 

importing natural gas from Azerbaijan 

from 2023 on.

Addressing a press conference 

after a meeting of the Hungary-

Azerbaijan mixed economic 

committee, Szijjártó said the 

annual 1-2 billion cubic metres of 

gas Hungary would import from 

Azerbaijan would greatly boost the 

security of the country’s gas supply.

He said Hungary’s purchase 

of Azeri gas had been made 

possible by the near completion 

of the southern gas corridor 

and Azerbaijan’s increase of its 

gas output which now exceeds 

45 billion cubic metres a year. 

Azerbaijan places great emphasis on 

increasing its gas delivery capacity 

which is set to exceed 30 billion 

cubic metres a year, Szijjártó said.

He highlighted an agreement 

between Hungarian oil and gas 

company MOL and the US company 

Chevron which resulted in MOL 

acquiring a 9.5% stake in the largest 

offshore Azeri oil field which also 

meant a nearly 9% stake in the largest 

oil pipeline of Azerbaijan and the 

Caucasus. He said this had been the 

largest Hungarian investment in the 

Caucasus.

Hungary offers 200 scholarships 

to Azeri students at universities 

each year, he said. Interest has been 

very high in this opportunity, with 

nearly 600 applicants this year, he 

added.

Azeri Minister of Labour and Social 

Protection Sahil Babayev said that 

Azerbaijan and Hungary were strategic 

partners in both politics and the 

economy.

He praised the scholarship scheme 

and added that nearly a thousand Azeri 

students had benefited from it.

HuNGary POSTS GDP 
GrOWTH OF 4.5% IN Q4

Hungary’s GDP rose by an annual 

4.5% in the fourth quarter of 2019, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said in 

a first reading of data.

Growth slowed from 5.0% in Q3. GDP 

growth was exceptionally strong in 

the first quarter, reaching 5.3% before 

slowing to 4.9% in Q2. Full-year GDP 

growth reached 4.9% in 2019. In 2018, 

full-year growth was 5.1%, up from a 

4.3% growth rate in 2017. Adjusted for 

seasonal and calendar year effects, Q4 

GDP growth was 4.6%. The seasonally 

and calendar year-adjusted annual 

growth rate was 4.9% in 2019, down 

from 5.1% in 2018 but up from 4.5% 

in 2017.

Analysts polled by MTI said the Q4 

figure came as a positive surprise, 

adding that they expected the moderate 

slowdown to continue this year.

Commenting on the data, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

Hungary’s economic growth rate 

again exceeded the European Union 

average. Concerning 2020, he said the 

biggest challenges would come in the 

form of external uncertainty such as 

deteriorating trends in Germany’s 

automotive sector or the economic 

impact of the coronavirus. The ministry, 

with these risks in mind, has lowered its 

projection for GDP growth this year to 

3.5% from an earlier 4%, he said.
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SZIJJÁrTÓ: PaSSeNGerS 
ON DuTCH SHIP TeST 
NeGaTIVe  
FOr COrONaVIruS

Tests on some passengers on a ship 

at port in Cambodia have not indicated 

the presence of coronavirus, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in a video 

on Facebook, adding that all of them, 

including three Hungarians, were 

allowed to leave the vessel. The ship was 

denied port in several Asian countries 

due to the virus outbreak, Szijjártó 

said. Cambodian authorities have now 

tested passengers showing symptoms 

of the infection and all of them tested 

negative, he said. The minister added 

that the foreign ministry would assist 

the three Hungarians to come home 

should they so wish. Regarding another 

ship quarantined off the Japanese coast, 

Szijjártó said that although the number 

of coronavirus cases on the ship is on the 

rise, the three Hungarian employees are 

healthy. The quarantine should be lifted 

on Feb 19, he said.

OFFICIaL: eu TO TIe 
DIreCT aID  
TO eNVIrONMeNTaL 
FarMING

In its next budgeting cycle, the 

European Union will only grant direct 

subsidies to farm producers “if they 

meet requirements of environment-

friendly farming”, Zsolt Feldman, state 

secretary in charge of agriculture and 

rural development, told the daily 

Magyar Nemzet. Feldman also said 

that the Hungarian government would 

distribute rural development subsidies 

“in a more concentrated system” from 

2022 on. Currently, farmers are eligible 

for an annual subsidy of 75,000 forints 

(EUR 221) per hectare, Feldman said, 

adding that the subsidy would in the 

future be tied in a way as to encourage 

the best ways of farming in terms of 

the environment and the climate.

The state secretary spoke highly 

of Hungary’s rural development 

programme in the 2014-2020 cycle, 

which allocated a total of 1,340 billion 

forints towards development projects 

in animal and vegetable farming, 

food production and wine growing. 

Concerning negotiations on the 

EU’s next budget, Feldman said that 

while the European Commission 

would significantly cut funds from 

the common agricultural policy, 

the Hungarian government is, in 

cooperation with other countries, 

working to ensure that the cuts are not 

greater than justified by Brexit. “Cutting 

funds would be unfair for rural areas 

and their farming which provides the 

EU with food,” he said.

DK: eP SeTS uP bODy TO 
aID eurO INTrODuCTION

The European Parliament’s economic 

and monetary affairs committee 

has set up a body aimed at helping 

countries that have yet to introduce 

the euro with adopting the single 

currency, an MEP of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) said. 

Addressing a press conference, 

Csaba Molnár, who initiated the 

establishment of the working group, 

said all EP parties were contributing 

to the work of the body. The group’s 

sole task will be to aid member states 

that have not yet adopted the euro, 

such as Hungary, the Czech Republic 

or Poland, he added.

Molnár noted that Hungary had 

committed to introducing the euro 

when it joined the European Union in 

2004. He said that in recent years the 

forint had gradually become weaker 

against the euro, “but this past week 

the Hungarian currency has really 

been to hell and back”. Molnár said 

that while in 2010 one euro had cost 

only 274 forints, the exchange rate 

was currently at around 340 forints 

per euro. Citing government data, he 

said inflation had reached 4.7% at the 

beginning of the year, adding that this 

was reflected in consumer prices.

STaTe SubSIDIeS FOr 
CIVIL OrGS TO TOTaL HuF 
9.2 bN IN 2021

Central subsidies for civil organisations 

will increase from 7.7 billion forints in 

2020 to 9.2 billion forints (EUR 27.2m) 

next year, a deputy state secretary of 

the Prime Minister’s Office told a press 

conference. Vince Szalay-Bobrovniczky 

spoke before a prayer breakfast organised 

by pro-government organisation CÖF and 

associated CÖKA foundation, saying that 

civil groups in towns with fewer than 

5,000 residents would benefit from a 

further 5 billion forints. According to the 
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official, Hungary’s 61,000 civil groups 

benefitted from a total 370 billion forints 

last year, including central, municipal and 

EU subsidies, as well as private donations. 

Szalay-Bobrovniczky added that the PM’s 

Office could decide on 15% of the central 

subsidies, and those decisions reflect “the 

government’s priorities of protecting 

Christian culture and the family”.

Tristan Azbej, state secretary in 

charge of aid to persecuted Christian 

communities, said that “80% of 

mankind lives in countries restricting 

the freedom of religion” and insisted 

that 80% of those persecuted on a 

religious basis were Christians. “They 

blow up churches in the East, close 

them down in the West while churches 

are being built in Hungary,” the state 

secretary said.

CÖF-CÖKA chief László Csizmadia 

called for cooperation between 

state, civil society and the churches 

“to preserve a Christian Europe 

and a European identity”. He said 

Europe was under attack by illegal 

migrants, and insisted that their influx 

was promoted by a “social-liberal 

approach” by European institutions 

as well as by “NGOs cooperating with 

human smugglers”. CÖF-CÖKA aims 

to “keep religious wars out of Europe 

and prevent the emergence of parallel 

societies”, he added.

VaST MaJOrITy OF 
HuNGarIaNS SuPPOrT 
reVaMPING CITy ParK

Fully 80% of Hungarians support 

the project to transform Budapest’s 

City Park (Liget) into a cultural 

venue once they had insight into 

the concrete plans, according to a 

survey by the Inspira Research Group. 

The survey conducted in the form 

of interviews with a representative 

sample of 1,000 adults showed 

that the overwhelming majority 

of Hungarians support carrying 

out the Liget Project in its entirety. 

Respondents in favour of the project 

said it would boost Hungary’s 

reputation, while its abandonment 

would be a loss not just to Budapest 

but to the country as a whole. 

Altogether 80% of respondents 

supported the construction of the 

new National Gallery, the House of 

Innovation and the City Park Theatre 

in the area, the survey showed.

SWISS DruG SMuGGLer 
SeNTeNCeD TO 5-aND-a-
HaLF yearS IN PrISON

An appeals court in Szeged has 

sentenced a Swiss national to 

five-and-a-half years in prison 

for attempted drug smuggling. 

The defendant was convicted of 

trying to smuggle 13 kilogrammes 

of marijuana from Kosovo to 

Switzerland via Hungary. Under 

the binding ruling, she is to be 

expelled from Hungary for a period 

of six years upon her release. The 

woman had amassed 1,800 Swiss 

francs’ worth of debt which she 

could not pay back to her creditor. 

To settle her debts, she accepted a 

job to move drugs from Kosovo to 

Switzerland.

The defendant had been given 

a car by her client which had been 

stashed with drugs. The woman 

drove to Kosovo via Hungary on 

March 24, 2018. The woman was 

on his way back to Switzerland 

from Kosovo when her car was 

checked by excise officers at the 

Röszke border station in southern 

Hungary on April 2. The officers 

inspecting the vehicle became 

suspicious of the odour of the air 

freshener emanating from the car. 

The inspection revealed a hidden 

compartment behind the back seat 

containing 13 packets of marijuana. 

In its ruling, the Szeged Court of 

Appeals upheld the first-instance 

conviction of drug possession.


