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Speaking at a press conference at the Hungarian-Serbian border crossing near the town of Röszke, the prime minister 

said 95% of the migrants arriving at the border were “military-age men”.”It’s forbidden to say so in Europe, but this is an 

organised invasion,” he said.

Orbán said Hungary’s border was not closed, arguing that if someone wanted to enter Hungary’s territory, they were free 

to follow the proper procedure. Those who opt for this method, he said, have to wait in the transit zone for the end of 

the legal procedure. During that time migrants are looked after and if their application is approved they are free to enter 

Hungary, he added. He said that recently groups of migrants had tried to break through the fence, noting that at one point 

warning shots had to be fired. Orbán said Hungary’s secret service was monitoring the situation and had a clear view of 

“how the movement of migrants is being organised”. 

In response to another question, he said Brussels “isn’t going to give us a single cent to finance the fence because we’re 

on the wrong list”.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán warned of increasing migration pressure on Hungary’s 
southern border and an expected rise in the number of organised groups of migrants 
attempting to enter the country as the weather improves.

PM: MIGRATION PRESSURE EXPECTED TO RISE
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Flowers of early spring in southern Hungary
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ORBÁN, PELLEGRINI 
INSPECT BORDER FENCE 
AT HUNGARY-SERBIA 
BORDER

Speaking to reporters after inspecting 

Hungary’s border fence with Peter 

Pellegrini, his Slovak counterpart, 

Orbán said the fence was also 

protecting Slovakia’s border.

Orbán said the reason he had invited 

Pellegrini to inspect the border was 

that there had been a sharp rise in the 

number of illegal border crossings 

recently. More than 5,000 migrants 

have attempted to enter Hungary 

illegally so far this year, he said, adding 

that a lot of organised migrant groups 

were also coming to the border. Orbán 

said there were some 100,000 migrants 

currently on their way to Europe via the 

Balkan route and if Hungary let them, 

they would enter the country and even 

reach Slovakia. Orbán expressed his 

gratitude to the Slovak government 

for the assistance it has provided to 

Hungary with its border protection 

efforts. Orbán said he and Pellegrini 

had strengthened their agreement 

under which Slovakia will be prepared 

to assist Hungary again if migration 

pressure were to rise on its border.

Pellegrini stressed the importance 

of protecting the Hungarian-Serbian 

border, noting that it was also the 

southern border of the European 

Union’s passport-free Schengen 

zone.  He said Slovakia, too, would 

be in trouble if the border were to 

be breached by migrants. Slovakia 

is handling the protection of its 

eastern border with Ukraine but 

needs Hungary’s help regarding its 

southern border, he said. Pellegrini said 

Slovakia was prepared to keep assisting 

Hungary with its border protection 

efforts with a view to keeping migrants 

at bay.

GULYÁS: GOVT SEEKS 
STRONG BACKING BY 
WAY OF ‘NATIONAL 
CONSULTATION’ SURVEY 

The government has clear positions 

on the issues that sparked heated 

public debates over the past few 

months but seeks strong backing 

from society to represent them in the 

international arena and at home, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office 

said commenting on an upcoming 

“national consultation” survey. 

Gergely Gulyás cited the examples 

of compensation payments to Roma 

in Gyöngyöspata, a procedure linked 

to recent child murders in Győr, 

compensation payments to inmates 

dubbed “prison business” and the 

independence of judges. Gulyás 

told a regular press conference 

that organisations “financed from 

abroad and claiming to be civil rights 

organisations” have been involved in 

almost each of the aforementioned 

cases. “They protect the rights of 

perpetrators rather than the rights of 

victims,” he said.

A total of nine questions are planned 

to be asked and the letters are 

expected to be delivered to Hungarian 

households from mid-March, and the 

survey could be concluded in May, 

facilitating legislation reflecting the the 

results before the end of parliament’s 

spring session, Gulyás said. 

Concerning the Gyöngyöspata case, 

Gulyás said it raised the question “is 

it really providing assistance if the 

compensation paid may disrupt peace 

in the community”. He also asked 

if “schoolchidren skipping dozens 

of days from school are entitled to 

compensation” and suggested that 

providing assistance which could 

close the gap between the segregated 

youth and majority society would be 

more purposeful. 

On the subject of the “prison 

business” Gulyás said that the 

government is committed to meeting 

“reasonable” European requirements 

“aimed at serving human dignity”, 

but rules under which “Hungary 

should pay an annual 8 billion forints 

(EUR 23.6m) for providing an inmate 

3 square metres rather than 4” are 

“another question”. “Binding rulings 

must be obeyed”, Gulyás said, but 

added that “it is up for discussion 

whether the Hungarian state should 

pay inmates serving their sentences 

under... the practice of the Strasbourg 

Court of Human Rights”. He also 

added that the government would 

submit an amendment before the 

end of the month “so that the issue of 

overcrowded prisons is resolved and 

no money from the central budget is 

paid out unnecessarily”. 

Touching upon the Győr murders, 

Gulyás advocated a strict penal 
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policy to prevent such crimes and 

suggested that it was not justifiable 

to release murderers on probation 

once perpetrators of organised 

economic crimes were not granted 

that opportunity. 

In another development, Gulyás 

said that the weak forint “has but a 

smaller impact” since the country 

is “no longer entrapped” in earlier 

forex loans. He argued that only 17-

18% of Hungary’s foreign debt was 

denominated in foreign currencies. 

Asked about Gábor Kaleta, Hungary’s 

former ambassador to Peru, who has 

allegedly been involved in a child 

pornography case, Gulyas said that 

the government had been asked by US 

authorities not to disclose information 

before an international investigation is 

completed.

GULYÁS: GOVT APPROVES 
CLIMATE, NATURE 
PROTECTION ACTION PLAN

The government has approved a 

climate and nature protection action 

plan, the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office said. At his regular press briefing, 

Gergely Gulyás said the details of the 

plan will be laid out by Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán at his state of the nation 

address on Sunday. The government 

has made it clear on multiple occasions 

that it intends to do everything in its 

power both in Hungary and in Europe 

“to ensure progress on green matters”, 

Gulyás said. The aim is for Hungary to 

continue to do all it can in the era of 

climate change to make sure that future 

generations inherit a country that is in 

better shape than it is now, he added.

Regarding the spread of the 

coronavirus, Gulyás said no cases 

of Hungarians infected by the virus 

have been reported so far, nor has 

anyone on Hungary’s territory been 

infected. Answering a question, 

Gulyas said that 188 Hungarian 

citizens are staying currently in China, 

two of them in Wuhan, the epicentre 

of the coronavirus outbreak, who 

wish to stay there. Another seven 

Hungarian nationals taken home 

earlier from China with the Hungarian 

government’s help remain under close 

observation at Budapest’s St. László 

Hospital, Gulyás said, adding that they 

are expected to be released on Sunday. 

He said that Hungary is fully prepared 

for prevention based on a 28-point 

comprehensive action plan.

Speaking of Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán’s meetings with German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel and Defence 

Minister Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, 

Gulyás said inter-state relations 

between the two countries were 

balanced. Among the issues discussed 

were the impact of a potential 

recession or stagnation of Western 

Europe’s economy on Hungary, and 

the EU’s 2021-2027 budget, he said.

Gulyás said that hopefully an 

agreement could be reached regarding 

the EU’s budget for the 2021-20227 

financial cycle. The Feb. 20 summit of 

the EU heads of state and government 

will be the first attempt to approve 

the budget, he said. The minister 

called the recently amended national 

curriculum, which has been the subject 

of widespread debates, “a step forward”.  

He said the government was ready to 

participate in the debate “staged with 

a variety of political players taking part”. 

Addressing a specific criticism on the 

document, Gulyas said the head of 

public school operator Klik has already 

announced that Nobel-prize laureate 

Imre Kertész will be included in 

Hungarian teaching materials. 

Regarding the relations between 

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz party and 

its party family in the European 

Parliament, the European People’s 

Party (EPP), Gulyás said Fidesz hoped 

the EPP would return to its original 

values when it was open “to the right 

but not to extremism”. Regarding 

Fidesz’s membership in the group, 

which was suspended last March, 

Gulyás said they have no “deadline” to 

leave the EPP “but common sense says 

there are limits to the point in keeping 

up such an uncertain situation”. 

Gulyás said the government has had 

the first round of talks regarding the 

human resources ministry’s proposals 

on the regulation of health-care 

institutions. The ministry, in cooperation 

with the Prime Minister’s Office and the 

finance ministry, is trying to separate 

problems caused by a lack of resources 

from those due to management failures, 

he said. The government is ready to 

allocate additional funding to avoid 

those institutes slipping into debt by 

the end of the year, he said, adding that 

they estimate those costs to come to 

around 55 billion forints (EUR 162m) 

annually.
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RULING PARTIES BACK 
STRICTER PROBATION 
RULES, ENDING ‘PRISON 
BUSINESS’

The ruling alliance of Fidesz and the 

Christian Democrats are prepared to 

back proposals by the justice ministry 

for stricter probation regulations and 

a halt to lawsuits against the state 

over poor prison conditions, Fidesz’s 

group leader said. Addressing a press 

conference following a parliamentary 

group meeting in Balatonfüred, Máté 

Kocsis said that no one who harms 

another person should be eligible 

for an early release from prison even 

if they demonstrate good behaviour. 

Concerning crimes committed against 

family members, convicts released 

early must be subject to parole, he said.

The ruling parties will also initiate 

a review of judicial practices when it 

comes to the placement of children, 

parental supervision and parental 

contact, he said, adding that the 

two parties also agreed on the need 

to strengthen the child abuse alert 

system. Concerning the recent child 

murders in Győr, Kocsis said that if 

the court had not imposed the most 

lenient sentence in the case, the 

perpetrator would still be in prison 

and the children would be alive.

As regards the payments of 

compensation to prison inmates who 

had filed lawsuits over poor prison 

conditions, he said “the business is 

being exploited by canny lawyers and 

members of the Soros network”. He 

said the Hungarian state had to pay a 

total of 8.6 billion forints (EUR 25.3m) 

in compensation to inmates between 

2017 and 2019. Kocsis said 61% of the 

payments had been transferred to the 

bank accounts of law firms, adding that 

lawyers tended to charge a contingent 

fee in the range of 15-40%.

He said the Balatonfüred meeting 

had been addressed by Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó, Justice Minister Judit Varga, 

Alpár Gyopáros, the government’s 

commissioner for modern 

communities, and prime ministerial 

commissioner László Horváth, among 

others.

Péter Harrach, group leader of the 

Christian Democrats, highlighted 

climate change, nature and 

environmental protection and 

sustainable development as the 

topics deemed most important by 

his party. On another subject, he said 

the Christian Democrats will remain 

a member of the European People’s 

Party unless the conservative grouping 

makes a shift in direction that they 

would consider unacceptable.

JOBBIK CALLS ON 
CENTRAL BANK TO SET 
EXCHANGE RATE TARGET

Conservative opposition Jobbik will 

propose a parliamentary resolution 

to get the central bank set a currency 

exchange rate target in addition to 

the existing inflation target, party 

deputy leader Dániel Z Kárpát said. 

Jobbik has been shocked by the 

government taking out hundreds 

of billions of forints from Hungarian 

families’ pockets by deliberately 

weakening the forint, Z Kárpát told a 

press conference. The government’s 

motivation for weakening the forint is 

to convince multinational companies 

to invest more in Hungary, he said, 

adding that support should rather 

be granted to Hungarian SMEs. Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s real strategic 

partners are the multinationals that 

have signed partially secretive strategic 

agreements with the government, he 

said. Jobbik wants these agreements 

to be re-negotiated because they “do 

not necessarily serve the interests 

of Hungary’s national economy and 

certainly not the interests of Hungarian 

employees,” he said.

SHOTS FIRED AT DK’S 11TH 
DISTRICT OFFICE

An unidentified gunman fired multiple 

shots at the opposition Democratic 

Coalition’s office in Budapest’s 11th 

district on Thursday, the party’s 

spokesman said. Citing police 

information, Balázs Barkóczi told a 

press conference that the metal bullets 

found at the scene were unlikely to 

have been shot from a firearm. The 

attack left multiple bullet holes on 

DK’s building, including the window, 

Barkóczi said, adding that no one was 

inside the office when the shots were 

fired. DK will file a criminal complaint 

over the attack, he said.

“This is where never-ending 

incitement and the government’s 
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politics of hate lead,” Barkóczi said, 

calling on ruling Fidesz and the 

government to “end its incitement 

and hate mongering before something 

even worse happens”. Zita Bakai-Nagy, 

the district’s DK deputy mayor, said her 

party hoped the bullets collected at 

the scene would be suitable for DNA 

testing. She added that police would 

be able to analyse footage captured 

by a surveillance camera up the street 

from DK’s office.

HUNGARY, RWANDA SIGN 
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

signed a comprehensive strategic 

development agreement with his 

Rwandan counterpart Vincent Biruta. 

Szijjarto said the agreement will aid 

developments improving the quality 

of life in the Sub-Saharan country 

and so contribute to decreasing 

emigration from the region. The 

development projects will also provide 

Hungarian companies with economic 

opportunities. Szijjártó said Hungarian 

companies will have a 50 million 

dollar tied aid credit to implement 

developments in the country. 

Szijjártó cited a Hungarian-Rwandan 

poultry company as an example of 

cooperation. Hungarian companies 

will also provide border protection 

technology and equipment, and 

produce IDs and passports, he said. 

Hungary is also investing in and 

providing trainers for setting up a 

Rwandan cyber security institute, and 

Hungarian Eximbank is opening a 33 

million dollar credit line for Hungarian 

companies working in health care 

and water management in Rwanda. 

Hungary offers twenty state-funded 

grants for Rwandan students to 

Hungarian universities, starting from 

September, Szijjártó said. 

He noted that this was the first 

meeting of Hungarian and Rwandan 

foreign ministers, and said Rwanda “has 

become a country worth cooperating 

with”. Its 2019 growth is estimated to 

be in the double digits, he said, and 

its political and economic stability 

is attractive to a growing number of 

foreign investors. Biruta said at the 

press conference that Rwanda is doing 

its best to create a good environment 

for foreign investors. He welcomed 

the opportunity to meet leaders of 

the Hungarian companies wishing 

to invest in the country and thanked 

Hungary for the grants offered. Africa 

needs investment and trade incentives 

instead of aid, Biruta said.

SOCIALISTS DEMAND 
EXPLANATION FOR WEAK 
FORINT

The opposition Socialists demand an 

explanation from the government and 

the central bank for the “historic low” 

rate of the national currency compared 

to the euro and an indication of future 

exchange rates, a party lawmaker said. 

The forint is trading at 340 against the 

European currency, László Szakács 

told a press conference, adding that a 

weakening national currency benefits 

only the multinational companies. 

These companies are gaining profits 

because it costs them less in euros 

to pay a forint equivalent in wages to 

their employees, he said. Hungarian 

households at the same time face 

increasing prices in almost all walks 

of life, Szakács said.

Viktor Orbán’s government has 

created “a tax haven” for multinational 

companies allowing them to pay only 

one-tenth of the “public burden” their 

employees ought to pay, he said. The 

Socialists call for cutting taxes on 

wages and ending the reduction of 

taxes on capital, Szakács said.

POLICE LAUNCH PROBE 
INTO NIEDERMÜLLER’S 
‘HATE SPEECH’

The national investigations office (NNI) 

has launched an investigation into 

recent remarks by Péter Niedermüller, 

opposition mayor of Budapest’s 7th 

district, pro-government civil group 

CÖF and associated CÖKA foundation 

said.  NNI launched its probe on 

suspicion of Niedermüller’s “enticing 

hatred against a community”, based 

on a criminal complaint by CÖF-

CÖKA.  In their statement, CÖF-CÖKA 

voiced hope that “those enticing 

hatred on basis of race, gender, 

or sexual orientation will be duly 

punished irrespective of their political 

leanings”.  Speaking on commercial 

television channel ATV on January 

20, Niedermüller described white, 

Christian heterosexuals as a “scary 

formation”.
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GOVT OFFICIAL: EU 
PROPOSES COOPERATION 
TO PREVENT SPREAD OF 
CORONAVIRUS

The member states of the European 

Union, including Hungary, propose 

strong cooperation to prevent a 

coronavirus epidemic, a Hungarian 

government official said. Speaking 

after a meeting of EU health-care 

ministers, deputy state secretary 

Szabolcs Szigeti said the EU called for 

“active, evidence-based cooperation 

employing proportionate measures”. 

The meeting also stressed the 

importance of aid to “nations 

where the health-care system is less 

prepared” to cope with the virus, he 

said.  The coronavirus, which emerged 

in the Chinese city of Wuhan in 

December and has so far claimed the 

lives of over 1,000 patients worldwide, 

although “seemingly manageable”, 

presents the “risk of an epidemic 

constituting a global danger”, Szigeti 

said. Szigeti praised the efficiency 

of international organisations and 

the EU’s Civil Protection Mechanism 

which helped, among others, the 

Hungarians in Hubei province to 

travel home. The EU member states 

are conducting research into the virus, 

Szigeti said. They have also pledged 

to focus on providing information 

for travellers, the centralised 

procurement of protective masks, 

medicine and diagnostic equipment, 

ensuring the safety of health-care 

workers and border control and 

protection, he added.

JANUARY CPI CLIMBS  
TO 4.7%

Hungary’s twelve-month consumer 

price index rose to 4.7% in January, 

climbing over the upper threshold 

of the tolerance band around the 

National Bank of Hungary’s mid-

term inflation target, data released 

by the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) show. Central bank rate-

setters said at a policy meeting 

in January that CPI would “rise 

further temporarily”, lif ted by fuel 

and food prices, before returning 

to the tolerance band “by the end 

of the first quarter of 2020”. There is 

a +/- 1-percentage-point tolerance 

band around the central bank’s 

3.0% “price stability” target.

CONSTRUCTION SECTOR 
OUTPUT UP 2.7% IN DEC, 
21.7% FOR FULL YEAR

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector rose by an annual 2.7% in 

December, data released by the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) show. Output of 

the buildings segment fell by 11.3%, 

while civil engineering output climbed 

22.2%, supported by road and railway 

developments, KSH said. For the full 

year, construction sector output grew 

by 21.7%.


