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The ruling party has criticised the courts for awarding compensation to inmates who complain of poor prison conditions, 

insisting that canny lawyers are exploiting the system while raking in hefty fees. Also on the agenda of the away day in 

Balatonfüred on Wednesday, to be addressed by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, will be a lawsuit in connection with school 

segregation. The government is appealing against a court decision to award cash compensation to Roma who were 

segregated at school in Gyöngyöspata, in north-western Hungary. It has asked the Kuria, Hungary’s supreme court, for an 

expedited procedure. The group said in a statement that the cases “offend people’s sense of justice”. Fidesz MPs will also 

discuss probation rules in the context of the recent murders of two children in Győr, in north-western Hungary. Further, 

they will consider border protection in light of increasing migration pressure and a recent attempt by a group of migrants 

to storm the border, the statement added.

Fidesz lawmakers will hold a parliamentary group meeting next week, with “prison 
business” and the issue of compensation to Roma segregated in school high on the 
agenda.

FIDESZ GROUP TO DISCUSS ‘PRISON BUSINESS’, 
SEGREGATION CASE

President János Áder arrives in Rome 
for two-day visit

NATO defence ministers’ meeting 
ends in Brussels

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó meets 
Rwandan counterpart Vincent Biruta 

Stats office prelim reports on 
construction in Dec 2019, consumer 
prices in Jan 2020 
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Olympic gold medalist speed skater Shaoang Liu handing out food at soup 
kitchen organised by Ferencváros sports club and Ecumenical Charity
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RÉTVÁRI: GOVT ASKS TOP 
COURT FOR EXPEDITED 
HEARING IN SCHOOL 
SEGREGATION CASE

The government is appealing against 

a court decision to award cash 

compensation to Roma who were 

segregated at school in Gyöngyöspata, 

in north-western Hungary. It has asked 

the Kuria, Hungary’s supreme court, for 

an expedited procedure. Bence Rétvari, 

state secretary at the human resources 

ministry, told a press conference on 

Wednesday that the primary and 

appeal courts had ignored evidence 

presented by the school operator and 

local government’s defence that the 

precise harm to the plaintiffs had not 

been ascertained, neither was it shown 

properly how each plaintiff had felt 

harmed. He said the government was 

prepared to take legal responsibility 

by offering training courses to the 

people the appeal court ordered to 

be compensated. “This would much 

better serve their interests.” The 

government contacted the plaintiffs 

in writing in January and offered 

them “in-kind compensation”. It 

is still awaiting a reply, he added.  

“The foundation representing the 

plaintiffs has focused on receiving 

cash [compensation],” Rétvari said, 

adding that this stance would not 

help them to resolve the issue. On 

January 17, Rétvári announced the 

government’s proposal to offer 

educational programmes rather than 

cash payments to the victims. This is 

the date the appeal court set for the 

local government and the school 

authority of Gyöngyöspata to pay 

a combined 100 million forints (EUR 

300,000) to the 60 plaintiffs.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY, 
FLANDERS SHARE SIMILAR 
VIEWS ON SEVERAL 
EUROPEAN ‘DILEMMAS’ 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

that Hungary and Flanders held 

similar views on several dilemmas 

the European Union was facing and 

maintained “identical positions on 

strategic points”. Both nations have an 

interest in a strong EU and agree that 

the EU can only be strong if it is built 

on strong nations that preserve their 

identity and are proud of their cultural, 

historical and religious heritage, he told 

a joint press with Minister-President 

of Flanders Jan Jambon. He said they 

were in agreement that the EU must be 

able to protect itself and the defence 

of external borders was an important 

issue. Maintaining Schengen is also 

critical for the EU’s competitiveness 

and the effective protection of external 

borders is necessary for this, he added. 

Economic cooperation between 

Hungary and Flanders is significiant, 

he said, adding that the Flemish areas 

which function as important logistics 

and innovation centres account for 

three-quarters of Hungary-Belgium 

trade. Hungary and Flanders share an 

interest in free global trade and in as 

few obstacles as possible to EU-UK 

economic relations, Szijjártó said.     

In response to a question, Szijjártó 

said a current Article 7 procedure 

against Hungary clearly represented 

an attack against the Hungarian 

government. However, Hungarian 

people support the government’s 

policies, as proven by the election 

results, and current policies therefore 

must be maintained, he added.    

The Flemish politician noted the 

importance of cooperation between 

Hungary and Flanders, adding that 

they plan to develop even closer ties 

and there are many opportunities for 

this. He highlighted the importance 

of economic relations and noted that 

over a hundred Flemish companies 

had interests in Hungary. Education 

and cultural links are also important, 

as demonstrated by the current 

exhibition “Rubens, Van Dyck and the 

Splendour of Flemish Painting” at the 

Museum of Fine Arts in Budapest, he 

added.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

Jambon in his office.

HIDVÉGHI: HUNGARY’S 
JEWS SAFE DESPITE 
GROWING ANTI-SEMITISM 
IN W EUROPE

Whereas anti-Semitism in Europe’s 

western countries is growing, Jews 

in Hungary live in safety, Fidesz 

MEP Balázs Hidvéghi told a plenary 

session of the European Parliament 

in Strasbourg. “The only possible 

approach to anti-Semitism is zero 

tolerance,” Hidvéghi told the session 

dedicated to efforts against racism 
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and hatred. “Hungary’s public and 

politicians fully agree on that point.” 

Hidvéghi warned that the appearance 

of radical Islamic anti-Semitism in 

Europe had contributed to an increase 

in the number of anti-Semitic attacks. 

“This is another reason for firm action 

against illegal migration.” 

Speaking for the Croatian presidency 

of the Council of the European Union, 

Nikolina Brnjac raised concern that 

xenophobia was growing in the 

EU. Whereas legal means against 

discrimination and racism do exist, 

she said, these need to be embedded 

in national legislation. Hate crimes 

should be addressed firmly by the 

police of member states, she said, 

adding that it was also important that 

the victims themselves should turn to 

the authorities. 

EU Commissioner Vera Jourova said 

hatred endangered democracy and 

cultural diversity. Xenophobia, she said, 

was present in many areas of the EU 

and hate speech was spreading online. 

The European Commission is making 

efforts to fight this, she noted. 

Anna Donáth, MEP of Hungary’s 

opposition Momentum, said that 

xenophobia and discrimination were 

promoted by populist and racist 

movements. Populist parties of the 

EU are helping each other in their 

campaigns, which could create a 

domino effect and soon destroy the 

community’s values, she warned. 

Referring to Hungary, Donáth insisted 

that its government was waging an 

anti-Roma campaign. Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán “embraces segregation”, 

she said, adding that he objected 

to the payments of court-ordered 

compensation to Roma who had been 

segregated as students.

SOCIALISTS CALL FOR 
ALLOWING MEN TO RETIRE 
AFTER 40 YEARS 

The opposition Socialist Party has 

called for men to have the option 

of retiring after forty years of 

employment. Lajos Korózs, who is head 

of parliament’s welfare committee, 

told a news conference that the 

government had made retirement 

conditions too rigid. This meant that 

some men may have to work for 47 

years before retiring, he said. Also, large 

gaps in pension payments should be 

eliminated, he said. Introducing a 

progressive personal income tax 

would help to achieve this aim, he 

added. The Socialists want a return to 

Swiss-type indexation of pensions to 

earnings. This way, pension payments 

would have grown by 10,000 forints 

(EUR 30) this year as against 3,500 

forints under the current system, he 

said. Further, disability retirement 

should be restored and people who 

have been wrongfully deprived of this 

payment in recent years should receive 

compensation, Korozs added.

Ruling Fidesz said in a statement 

that the Socialists had declined to 

support their “Women 40” proposal 

back in 2011, adding that so far 270,000 

women have benefitted from the 

programme. The Socialists, when in 

government, “stripped the elderly of 

their 13th month’s pensions, allowed 

pensions to lose value against inflation 

and doubled the price of electricity for 

them...”, the statement said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: OVP 
‘RATIONAL’ IN EPP DEBATE 
OVER FIDESZ

The Austrian People’s Party (OVP) 

was “very rational” in the debate over 

Fidesz within the European People’s 

Party (EPP), Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s 

foreign minister, said in an interview 

published by the APA news agency. 

The OVP politicians’ attitude to 

Hungary was “soberminded”, even if 

“this was not always detectable in the 

vote”. The majority of EPP and OVP 

lawmakers voted in favour of launching 

an Article 7 procedure against Hungary 

in the European Parliament. Szijjártó 

called Austrian Chancellor Sebastian 

Kurz a “close friend”, adding that their 

friendship dated back to their period of 

being the youngest European foreign 

ministers in office. He said they had 

agreed on issues concerning Europe’s 

future and supported one another. 

Szijjártó said the EPP had “shifted to 

the left considerably” over the past few 

years. The minister insisted that Fidesz 

had suspended exercising its rights in 

the EPP in March 2019 while charges 

related to its violation of the EU’s 

fundamental rights are investigated. 

Fidesz, he added, continued to pursue 

the policy embraced by EPP upon its 

accession to the party alliance. Szijjártó 

said Fidesz was looking forward to the 

debate the EPP planned regarding 
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the party, “if it is given a chance to 

participate in it”.

Szijjártó and Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán on Monday 

paid a visit to Berlin and held talks with 

Chancellor Angela Merkel and Defence 

Minister Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, 

the acting leader of the Christian 

Democratic Union (CDU) party. 

Assessing the visit, Szijjártó highlighted 

Hungary’s strong economic and trade 

relations with Germany, while noting 

considerable differences in the two 

countries’ migration policy. “We think 

that the preservation of Christian 

European culture must be a priority 

in Europe; and we must protect our 

borders to achieve that,” Szijjártó said. 

He said the idea that Europe should 

formulate a common European 

migration policy had failed, arguing 

the right “cannot be taken away” from 

any European member state to decide 

on whom it wants to live with or whom 

it allows to enter its territory.

COMMISSIONER: EU 
WANTS UKRAINIAN LAWS 
SATISFACTORY FOR 
MINORITIES

According to the European 

Commission, Ukraine’s laws should 

be satisfactory for the ethnic 

minorities that are affected by them, 

the European commissioner for 

enlargement and neighbourhood 

policy told MTI assessing his two-

day visit to Ukraine. Olivér Várhelyi 

said he had met leaders of the local 

Hungarian, Romanian and Bulgarian 

minorities, as well as Volodymyr 

Zelensky, the Ukrainian president. 

Zelensky appeared to be prepared to 

settle controversies around the laws 

concerned, he said. The minority 

leaders expressed concern over the 

language provisions of Ukraine’s 

2017 education law, the language law 

that took effect last summer and the 

law on secondary school education 

passed last month, Várhelyi said. 

The education laws increase the 

number of subjects to be taught in 

Ukrainian at higher grades in state 

and municipal minority schools. The 

language law makes the use of the 

Ukrainian language compulsory, with 

the exception of private conversations 

and religious services, practically in 

all public events. “This is a sensitive 

issue, which needs tp be tackled by 

both the Hungarian and the Ukrainian 

government,” Várhelyi said, adding that 

“the process has started”.

Várhelyi said that he also met 

Foreign Minister Vadym Prystaiko and 

they agreed to work closely in future. 

The commissioner said that he had also 

laid a wreath at a memorial of civilian 

victims of the 2014 demonstrations at 

Kiev’s Maidan Sqaure.

FIDESZ CALLS FOR 
SUPPORTING EUROPEAN 
INITIATIVE ON 
PROTECTING NATIONAL 
REGIONS

Ruling Fidesz is calling for support of a 

signature drive for a European initiative 

on protecting national regions. The 

initiative dubbed European Citizens’ 

Initiative for the Equality of the Regions 

and Sustainability of the Regional 

Cultures was launched by the Szekler 

National Council, party lawmaker 

Barna Pál Zsigmond said. According 

to its official page, the initiative aims 

to convince the European Commission 

to create a cohesion policy that pays 

special attention to regions with 

national, ethnic, cultural, religious 

or linguistic characteristics that are 

different from those of the surrounding 

regions. For the initiative launched on 

May 7 last year to be successful, at least 

one million supporting signatures are 

needed from seven member states by 

May 7 this year. 

Green opposition LMP said that a 

parliamentary resolution initiated by 

the party would be passed to garner 

support for the European Citizens’ 

Initiative. LMP group leader László 

Loránt Keresztes said the Fidesz-

Christian Democrats party group, 

opposition Jobbik and the Socialists 

had expressed their willingness to 

support the resolution in parliament 

in an expedited procedure.

JOBBIK WARNS OF 
POTENTIAL ‘DISASTER’ 
DUE TO OVERBURDENED 
COACH DRIVERS

National coach company Volánbusz is 

“playing Russian roulette with drivers 

and passengers” because their drivers 

are overburdened, an opposition 

Jobbik MP told a press conference. 

Tibor Bana called working conditions 
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at the company “unacceptable”, noting 

that drivers are often required to work 

16-18 hour shifts while having to drive 

20-25 year-old buses. “We cannot afford 

to have exhausted drivers endangering 

the lives of passengers as well as their 

own.” Bana said that drivers were not 

required to keep a log of their breaks 

for journeys shorter than 50 kilometres, 

and warned that putting a driver on 

several shorter routes could result in an 

increased workload. Unless the company 

improves working conditions and raises 

its “humiliating” wages, thousands of 

coach drivers could quit their jobs or go 

on strike, the Jobbik politician warned.

HUNGARIANS FIND 
INCREASING RISKS IN 
CYBERSPACE

Hungarians’ perception of 

dangers in cyberspace increased 

last year after the improvements 

in previous years, according to 

Microsoft ’s Digital Civility Index 

of cyberspace security and well-

being, which rose to 77 last year 

from 72 in 2018. Higher figures 

indicate lower cyber security. The 

under-18s are especially exposed 

to dangers online. However, the 

latest survey found that young 

people are more willing to turn to 

adults or their parents if they feel 

exposed to risk online, with 89% 

of Hungarian respondents saying 

they would know whom to turn 

to with a problem. “We see that 

kids negotiate cyberspace boldly,” 

Microsoft Hungary’s marketing 

director Gabriella Csanák said. 

“Adults, however, have the task of 

preparing them for the dangers 

they face.”

The survey found that 

unsolicited sexual approaches, 

fake news, online scams and 

verbal harassment were the chief 

problems for Hungarian internet 

users. 

INDUSTRY OUTPUT DOWN 
1.2% YY IN DEC

Industrial output in Hungary dropped 

by an annual 1.2 % in December, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said on Wednesday, confirming its 

first reading of data. Output of the 

automotive sector fell by an annual 

10.4 %, contracting for the first time 

in just over a year. This was down from 

annual growth of 4.2 % in November. 

Output of the computer, electronics 

and optical equipment sector rose by 

1.4 % in December. Adjusted for the 

number of working days, industrial 

output overall fell by an annual 3.7 % 

in December. Month on month, output 

dropped by 3.8 % adjusted for seasonal 

and working-day effects.


