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Szijjártó said that the woman had undergone two tests but neither indicated the presence of the virus. The minister also 

said that Hungarian diplomats are in close contact with three Hungarian employees on a quarantined ship off the Japanese 

coasts. He voiced hope that they would remain symptom-free, in which case they would be released from isolation on 

February 19, he said. 

In China, 188 Hungarians have registered for consular protection, Szijjártó said, adding that they would be granted assistance 

if necessary.

Meanwhile, the interior ministry said the operative board set up to coordinate preventive measures concerning the virus 

was continuing to monitor the incoming data on the epidemic. In a statement, the ministry said no coronavirus cases have 

been confirmed in Hungary so far. Concerning the Hungarian nationals evacuated from Wuhan, the ministry said they remain 

in quarantine and under close observation at Budapest’s St. László Hospital, adding that their condition was satisfactory.

The Hungarian woman who has recently been hospitalised in the Philippines with 
symptoms of coronavirus has tested negative and will be released from hospital, 
Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said.

HUNGARIAN IN PHILIPPINES CORONAVIRUS-FREE
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Buda Castle’s Riding School, reconstructed as a multifunctional event venue, 
to be opened next year
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: UN SPENDING 
ON MIGRATION INSTEAD 
OF ON COUNTER-
TERRORISM ‘UNTENABLE’

The United Nations wastes money 

on facilitating migration that 

poses a danger to the entire world, 

instead of on fighting terrorism, the 

Hungarian foreign minister told 

a counter-terrorism conference 

in Vienna. Péter Szijjártó said that 

promoting migration in the world 

presented “a very serious threat to 

the whole of humanity”. He said 

the UN global migration compact 

encouraged people to leave 

their homelands. This, he added, 

endangered regions and countries 

of migration passage. “We call on 

the UN to include in its budget 

counter-terrorism ... and to spend 

less on migration,” the minister told 

the conference organised by the UN, 

the Organization for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and 

by Switzerland.

JUSTICE MINISTRY CALLS 
ON OPPOSITION TO ‘STOP 
MISLEADING PUBLIC’ ON 
ISTANBUL CONVENTION 
RATIFICATION

The justice ministry issued a statement 

calling on opposition parties to 

stop “the deliberate and perpetual 

misguidance” of the Hungarian public 

as regards Hungary’s ratification of 

the Istanbul Convention. In previous 

years, the Council of Europe’s rights 

commissioner and EP delegations 

urged Hungarian authorities to 

ratify the CoE’s 2011 convention on 

preventing and combating violence 

against women. Hungary was among 

the 43 states to sign the convention, 

in 2014. The Hungarian government 

has designed a package of measures 

and is consistently drafting laws 

under its policy of zero tolerance 

for domestic violence and violence 

against women, the justice ministry 

said in the statement. The ministry has 

established a comprehensive network 

of victim protection institutions and 

operates 300 protected homes with 

civil partners across the country, the 

statement said. “The justice ministry 

has dedicated 2020 to victim support. 

Related projects include doubling 

victim support centre capacity to have 

a network covering the entire country,” 

the statement said. According to the 

document, the government does 

not support the ratification of the 

Istanbul Convention deeming some 

of its provisions incompatible with 

Hungary’s migration policy. Nor does 

the government want to incorporate 

the concept of gender and gender 

ideology into Hungarian law, the 

statement added.

RULING PARTIES CALL FOR 
PROBE INTO GYURCSÁNY’S 
ASSETS 

The ruling Fidesz-Christian Democrat 

alliance are initiating procedures 

concerning the asset declaration of 

Democratic Coalition leader Ferenc 

Gyurcsány,  Fidesz’s communications 

chief told a press conference. István 

Hollik said that the former Socialist 

prime minister had failed to answer 

questions concerning his “muddled” 

asset declaration, insisting that 

“something is very wrong”.  According 

to Hollik, Gyurcsány had been paid 

dividends totalling over 2 billion 

forints (EUR 6m) by his Altus holding 

company in the past four years. He 

bought securities for 641 million 

forints and paid 225 million in deposit 

for “an obscure property”, he said. 

He also renovated his home for 100 

million forints and has a house in 

the western provinces worth the 

same amount, Hollik said, adding 

that Gyurcsány had also spent 70 

million forints on his children’s 

schooling and 80 million on their 

accommodation. “Those figures 

certainly do not show Gyurcsány as 

a straightforward average Hungarian,” 

Hollik said, adding that Gyurcsány had 

acquired his billions of forints through 

“privatisation robbery”, exploiting his 

“old communist party ties”. 

In response, DK said in statement 

that Fidesz should “look into the 

pockets” of politicians close to the 

party “if they want to see wealth 

concealed or of dubious origin”. 

Gyurcsány’s asset declaration meets 

all legal requirements, they said, 

adding that “what Gyurcsány spends 

his legitimately earned and taxed 

income on is no business of ... Hollik 

or any other member of the Fidesz 

mafia”.
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MARRIAGES GROWING AT 
FASTEST RATE FOR PAST  
30 YEARS

The rate of growth in the number 

of marriages was the fastest in 2019 

for the past thirty years, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. KSH 

said in a statement that a “wedding 

boom” had taken place in 2019. By 

the end of September, more people 

had tied the knot than in the full 

year of 2018, it added. The number 

of marriages had been declining 

steadily since the mid-1970s, but this 

trend turned around after 2010, with 

their number doubling between 2010 

and 2016. Last year, 62,000 couples 

got married compared with 36,000 

in 2010.

ABB TO CLOSE PLANT IN 
HUNGARY, LAYING  
OFF CLOSE TO 1,000 

ABB on Tuesday announced plans to 

shut down its circuit breaker plant in 

Ózd, northeast Hungary, laying off 

almost 1,000 people, because of falling 

demand. ABB acquired the plant from 

GE Industrial Solutions in 2018. ABB said 

output at the plant has fallen to levels 

which will soon make it unprofitable. 

Some of the plant’s production lines 

will be relocated to ABB’s other bases 

in the region, it added. The decision 

will not affect the company’s other 

investments in Hungary. ABB will help 

workers at the plant find new jobs or 

support their retraining. 

The Innovation and Technology 

Ministry said László Palkovics, the 

minister of innovation and technology, 

will initiate talks with local leaders 

with a view to ensuring that ABB’s 

employees could find work as quickly 

as possible. Palkovics will pay a visit to 

Ózd on Friday to discuss the situation 

with the MP representing the region, 

local council leaders and ABB’s 

suppliers, the ministry told MTI.

JOBBIK DEMANDS 
INFORMATION ON MÁTRAI 
POWER PLANT PURCHASE

MPs of opposition Jobbik have 

requested the public release of the 

details regarding national energy 

company MVM’s recent purchase of 

a majority stake in the Mátrai Erőmű, 

the country’s second largest power 

plant. MP Róbert Dudás told a press 

conference that his party wants to 

know the purchase price and other 

conditions of the transaction. They 

want to know how the current owner 

and MVM would share responsibilities 

in the plant’s renovation, he said, 

adding that Jobbik wants access to all 

documents.

GREENS CALL FOR 
NEW NUCLEAR WASTE 
TREATMENT STRATEGY 

Hungary’s Green Party (formerly LMP) 

has announced a signature drive to 

make the government apply changes 

to the national strategy of nuclear 

waste disposal. Greens parliamentary 

group leader László Lóránt Keresztes 

slammed the government for its 

promoting nuclear energy, whereas, 

he said, it is “not cheap, nor is it 

environmentally friendly or safe”. He 

argued that calculations of the price of 

nuclear energy do not include costs of 

the closure of nuclear plants or those 

of nuclear waste disposal. Keresztes 

cited Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s 

2015 pledge that residents in southern 

Hungary would be asked about plans 

to build a radioactive waste repository 

in the Boda area and said that those 

consultations have not taken place.

FIDESZ MEP WELCOMES 
EPP HEAD’S CALL 
 TO TACKLE ARTICLE 7 
PROCEDURES AGAINST 
HUNGARY, POLAND

Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch on 

Tuesday welcomed a call from 

Manfred Weber, the head of the 

European People’s Party (EPP), for the 

European Council to proceed with the 

Article 7 procedures against Poland 

and Hungary. Speaking at a press 

conference on the sidelines of the 

European Parliament’s plenary session 

in Strasbourg, Weber said finding 

a solution together would serve 

the shared values of the European 

Union. He called it scandalous and a 

breach of European treaties that the 

European Council is yet to put the 

procedures on the agenda. He called 

on Council head Charles Michel to 

take all necessary steps to close the 

procedures scrutinising the state of 
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the rule of law in the two countries as 

soon as possible.

Commenting on Weber’s remarks, 

Deutsch said on Twitter that the 

Hungarian government has long 

been calling for a speedy debate and 

closure of the procedure. “The witch 

hunt must be ended,” Deutsch said. 

The Article 7 procedure, launched 

against Hungary in September 2018, 

could eventually strip Hungary of its 

voting rights in the EU. The procedure 

focuses on the state of the freedom 

of speech, corruption, minority rights, 

the independence of the judiciary and 

the situation of migrants and asylum 

seekers in the country. The procedure 

against Poland was launched in July 

2017 and scrutinises the independence 

of the Polish judiciary.

HOLY SEE TIES WITH 
HUNGARY RESUMED  
30 YEARS AGO

Diplomatic relations between Hungary 

and the Holy See resumed in February 

1990 after a period during the Cold War 

in which dialogue was maintained, 

Eduard Habsburg-Lorraine, Hungary’s 

ambassador to the Holy See, said in 

a statement. Habsburg-Lorraine said 

on the rare occasions he addressed 

the pontiff, “Pope Francis replied in 

Hungarian, saying God bless.”

He noted that ties between Hungary 

and the papal state are more than a 

thousand years old, and this year marks 

the 100th anniversary of modern-day 

diplomatic relations, as the first nuncio 

began a stable mission in Budapest 

and the Hungarian Embassy in Holy 

See opened in Rome in 1920. 

Seventy-five years ago, diplomatic 

ties were broken, in April 1945, when 

Nuncio Angelo Rota had to leave 

Budapest, he noted. But diplomatic 

dialogue never ceased, he added. The 

re-establishment of formal diplomatic 

relations was confirmed in February 

1990. Since then, milestones include 

visits to Hungary by John Paul II 

in 1991 and 1996, and in 2001 the 

Vatican Museum hosted an exhibition 

dedicated to the thousand years of 

Hungarian Christianity. 

As the holder of the European 

Union’s rotating presidency in 2011, 

Hungary organised a festive concert 

in the Vatican for Pope Benedict. On 

the occasion of the 30th anniversary 

of interstate relations, President János 

Áder will be visiting the Vatican, 

Habsburg-Lorraine said, noting that 

Áder was last received there by Pope 

Francis in September 2013.

NEW MUNICIPAL INTEREST 
COORDINATION COUNCIL 
HOLDS INAUGURAL 
SESSION

A new municipal interest coordination 

council (Főét) held its founding 

session.

The three-party body comprises 

representatives of five trade union 

confederations, five employer 

associations and representatives of 

the municipal council. Addressing 

the meeting, Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony said Főét will serve as a 

forum for discussing labour-related 

issues. He said that whereas it could 

not make up for inadequate national 

interest coordination processes, it 

may “offer an alternative ... at least 

the capital city according to different 

principles”. The Budapest assembly 

voted last December to set up the 

council. It is tasked with facilitating 

consultations to pre-empt conflicts 

and serve as a forum to resolve them.

NBH JOINS UN PRINCIPLES 
FOR RESPONSIBLE 
BANKING INITIATIVE

The National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

said it joined an initiative of the United 

Nations establishing principles for 

banks to take climate action and 

support sustainability. The NBH 

signalled its support for the UN’s 

Principles for Responsible Banking “to 

encourage more Hungarian lenders to 

make firm, public commitments, for 

which they may be held accountable, 

in the area of financing sustainable, 

green businesses” and sign the 

Principles Signature Document. The 

principles include aligning business 

strategy with individual needs and 

social goals as expressed in the Paris 

Climate Agreement and relevant 

national and regional frameworks 

and reducing negative impacts on 

people and the environment. They 

also include encouraging sustainable 

practices among clients and engaging 

with stakeholders to achieve social 

goals. So far 130 lenders have signed 

the principles, including a number 
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which have subsidiaries in Hungary, 

the NBH noted.

MEDIA AUTHORITY 
RECEIVED 824 REPORTS  
OF INTERNET ABUSE IN 
2019

National media authority NMHH 

received 824 reports of online legal 

violations via its Internet Hotline 

service last year, 13% more than in 

2018, the authority said, marking 

international Safer Internet Day. Most 

cases, 276 altogether, concerned 

child pornography while 148 cases 

concerned the release of unauthorised 

content, the authority said in a 

statement. Fully 142 cases of phishing 

were reported, it added. The number 

of reports of the sexual abuse of 

children jumped threefold since 2018, 

NMHH said. Safer Internet Day was an 

EU SafeBorders initiative launched in 

2004.

HUNGARY SUBMITS 
CONSERVATION REPORT 
TO UNESCO 

The government has submitted its 

conservation report on Budapest’s 

World Heritage Sites to UNESCO 

by the deadline, the daily Magyar 

Nemzet said, citing the Prime 

Minister’s Office. UNESCO has raised 

concern over planned rebuilds and 

construction projects in the Buda 

Castle that may put its place on the 

list of World Heritage Sites at risk. 

The report submitted to the World 

Heritage Committee addresses the 

issues it raised, arguing that no 

changes are needed to planned 

investment projects, the paper 

said, adding that the report contains 

“reassuring information and facts”. 

The government is confident that 

the committee, soon holding its 

44th session, will conclude that 

the Buda Castle is being properly 

managed and conserved, the 

paper cited the Prime Minister’s 

Office as saying, adding that its 

management may even serve as an 

example to other major cities. The 

PM’s Office said a report released 

by the committee in Baku last 

year did not contain criticism but 

instead made recommendations 

and requests in connection with 

property developments on the 

Danube embankment and the City 

Park.

CÉZANNE, SCULLY, PRE-
RAPHAELITES TO BE 
SHOWN IN NATIONAL 
GALLERY, MUSEUM  
OF FINE ARTS THIS YEAR 

Budapest’s Museum of Fine Arts 

and the National Gallery will show 

exhibitions featuring Cézanne, 

abstract artist Sean Scully, 

Hungarian impressionist Pál Szinyei 

Merse and others, the director of 

the two museums, László Baán, 

said. In April, the Museum of 

Fine Arts will open an exhibition 

commemorating the discovery of 

the tomb of Pharaoh Amenhotep 

II, followed in the summer by a 

show of drawings of Albrecht 

Dürer and his contemporaries and 

a major exhibition on Cézanne and 

modernism in the autumn, Baán 

said. The National Gallery in Buda 

Castle will have a show on English 

Pre-Raphaelites in the spring 

and a retrospective of acclaimed 

contemporary artist Sean Scully in 

the autumn, he said. The Gallery will 

also have an exhibition on renowned 

Hungarian impressionist Pál Szinyei 

Merse, he added.


