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Speaking to reporters ahead of talks with German Chancellor Angela Merkel in Berlin, the prime minister noted the next EU 

budget was among the issues on the meeting’s agenda, adding that although Hungary and Germany had disagreements 

on the matter, EU leaders with experience in putting together an EU budget would “certainly” find a way to strike a deal. 

Orbán said he and Merkel will also discuss bilateral matters with European dimensions. The prime minister said Merkel was 

keen to discuss issues relating to European competitiveness and industrial policy at next month’s EU summit. Orbán said 

this would be a crucial summit, arguing that the most important question was how Europe may regain its competitiveness.

Orbán said developments in the “positive agenda” on cooperation in innovation, digitalisation, the defence industry and 

R+D which Merkel had proposed at their 2018 meeting would also be a topic of discussion. Bilateral trade turnover hit a 

new record last year, Orbán said, adding that it could exceed 55 billion euros.

Viktor Orbán has said EU member states are sure to reach a deal on the bloc’s next 
budget that would satisfy everyone, but more time was needed to get there.

EU BUDGET OUTCOME ‘SURE TO SATISFY EVERYONE’
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ORBÁN: SERBIA’S EU 
INTEGRATION GUARANTEE 
OF STABILITY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said the 

topic of EU enlargement will also be 

on the agenda of his meeting with 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 

noting that Hungary supported 

expanding the bloc. Orbán said 

Serbia was the key to enlargement 

in the Western Balkans. Talks with 

the country should be speeded up, 

he said, arguing that Serbia’s EU 

integration would guarantee stability 

in the region.

Merkel said Germany and Hungary 

were “following the same path”, 

highlighting the close links between 

the two countries’ economies. The 

Chancellor said her meeting with 

Orbán at the commemoration of the 

30th anniversary of the Pan-European 

Picnic last August had been a clear sign 

of the journey Hungary and Germany 

had made since the fall of the Berlin 

Wall.

Merkel also noted Germany’s strong 

economic cooperation not just with 

Hungary but with all four of the 

Visegrad Group countries, saying that 

Hungary’s “very positive” economic 

growth was also a testament to the 

EU. She said it took a “smart” economic 

policy and investments for Hungary 

to reach a point where it now has to 

deal with a shortage of skilled labour 

instead of unemployment.

On the topic of the EU budget, she 

said the two countries had diverging 

positions, given that Germany is a 

net contributor while Hungary is a 

net beneficiary. At the same time, 

Germany “understands very well” the 

concerns of member states in need 

of EU funds, she added, alluding to 

Germany’s economically weaker 

eastern provinces.

Discussions will also embrace 

EU enlargement in the Western 

Balkans, Merkel said, adding that 

Hungary, given its location, has a 

particular interest in securing good 

relations with the region’s countries 

as well as their development. 

Security and defence policy issues 

are also on the agenda of the 

talks, along with migration, the 

Chancellor said, noting “common 

points and divergences” between 

the standpoints of the two 

countries.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
LEADER IN PROTECTING 
NUCLEAR ASSETS

The International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) greatly appreciates 

Hungary’s efforts in recent years to 

guarantee the security of the country’s 

nuclear assets, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó told an international 

conference on nuclear security in 

Vienna. The IAEA also appreciates 

Hungary’s activities around the 

world in this regard, as well as the 

international investment at its sole 

nuclear power plant at Paks, he said, 

noting that US, German and French 

companies have won tenders in the 

project “which has grown to become 

a platform for large-scale East-West 

economic cooperation”.

Szijjártó noted that climate policy is 

at the heart of international discourse, 

focusing on ways to reduce emissions 

and to meet European and global 

climate policy targets. “It’s by now 

broadly accepted that it would be 

impossible to reach climate targets 

without the use of nuclear energy,” he 

said. “Hungary is a leader in this matter 

because we are currently preparing the 

construction of a new nuclear block 

which will guarantee the security 

of the country’s energy supplies in 

the long term while conserving our 

achievements in reducing public utility 

fees.” “We insist on our standpoint that 

discrimination against nuclear energy 

is unacceptable and every country has 

the right to compile its own energy 

mix,” he added.

Hungary’s climate targets can be 

met through national and European 

measures thanks to nuclear energy 

and renewable energy, including solar 

energy, the minister said.

Szijjártó noted the importance of 

protecting nuclear assets in light of 

the heightened risk of terrorism.

Hungary co-chairs the Nuclear 

Security Contact Group (NSCG) 

and next year the country will 

host a high-level meeting of the 

Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear 

Terrorism (GICNT), Szijjártó noted. 

“These two facts also clearly 

demonstrate that Hungary’s efforts 

in the area of nuclear protection are 

globally recognised,” he added.
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DK DEMANDS RELEASE 
OF DETAILS ON MÁTRAI 
PLANT SALE

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has demanded the public 

release of the details surrounding 

the sale of Mátrai Erömű, which 

operates Hungary’s second-biggest 

power plant, to the state-owned 

Hungarian Electricity Works (MVM). DK 

spokesman Balázs Barkóczi noted at a 

press conference that the Hungarian 

state is due to buy back Mátrai Erömű 

from listed holding company Opus 

Global.

Barkóczi accused the government 

and MVM executives of “being sneaky 

and silent” on the sale. He also noted 

that Lőrinc Mészáros, a businessman 

linked to the Hungarian prime minister 

who controls Opus, received more 

than 8 billion forints (EUR 23.6m) in 

dividends from Mátrai Erőmű last 

year. “Let there be no doubt that he 

will make billions on this sale, too,” 

Barkóczi said.

He said DK was also calling for 

an investigation into the extent of 

environmental damage caused by the 

recent leakage of polluting gases near 

the site of the Mátrai coal-fired power 

plant. The party spokesman said the 

wheat starch factory responsible for 

the leakage, Viresol, was also linked to 

Mészáros. In response to a question, 

Barkóczi said the Mátrai plant had been 

profitable for decades and had only 

started incurring losses after it was 

taken over by Mészáros.

SOCIALISTS SLAM 
NATL CURRICULUM 
AS PROMOTING 
‘IDEOLOGICAL RE-
EDUCATION’

The Socialist Party has called for the 

scrapping of the recently amended 

national curriculum (NAT), saying 

it did not serve the interests of 

Hungarian youth and “openly 

promotes ideological re-education”. 

Speaking at a press conference, Ágnes 

Kunhalmi, head of the party board 

and deputy leader of parliament’s 

cultural committee, said NAT was 

“ultra-conservative” and promoted 

a perception of the nation based on 

the political approach of the 1920s and 

1930s. NAT does not help Hungary in 

catching up with the modern states 

of the 21st century, she said. Kunhalmi 

said politics should steer clear of 

the curriculum’s contents and trust 

professionals to shape it. The Socialists 

have signed an opposition proposal 

recently submitted to parliament, 

proposing to rescind the curriculum, 

she said.

Speaking at the same news 

conference, Socialist Deputy House 

Speaker István Hiller said NAT was “not 

a professional document but a hallmark 

of the ruling parties’ attempt to conquer 

cultural ground as they did in politics and 

the economy”. He said NAT was based 

on outdated educational guidelines, and 

promoted encyclopaedic knowledge 

instead of the opportunities of choice 

and critical thinking.

Answering a question on Socialist 

politicians attending the annual 

speech of Democratic Coalition (DK) 

leader Ferenc Gyurcsány, Kunhalmi 

said politicians of the two parties 

had attended each other’s events 

as a “friendly gesture” for years. The 

Socialists have held “for a very long 

time, as do DK and Gyurcsány”, that 

opposition parties have to fully 

cooperate if they want to win in 

2022, by fielding a joint candidate for 

prime minister and for each individual 

mandate, she said. The party also 

supports a joint opposition list, she 

said.

GOVT OFFICIAL: HUNGARY, 
US COOPERATE TO AID 
RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN 
IRAQ

Hungary and the United States 

are cooperating to provide aid for 

religious minorities in Iraq that survived 

genocide, Tristan Azbej, the state 

secretary in charge of the Hungary 

Helps aid scheme, told public news 

channel M1. Azbej said it was important 

to put a commitment to helping 

persecuted Christians into action. 

Hungary and the US are cooperating 

to rebuild Qaraqosh, in northern Iraq, 

occupied by the terrorist organisation 

Islamic State in 2014. Both countries 

also aid the Yazidis, another persecuted 

community, so they can remain in their 

homeland, he added. Azbej said the US 

looked to the Hungary Helps scheme 

as an example when launching its aid 

programme for persecuted Christians.
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Azbej said freedom of religion was 

a focus point on the National Prayer 

Breakfast held in Washington, DC, 

on February 5-6. Among the 3,000 

guests attending were also Hungarian 

politicians of both the ruling and 

opposition parties, he added.

NO HUNGARIANS APPEAR 
TO HAVE CONTRACTED 
CORONAVIRUS

So far no indications have emerged of 

coronavirus infections in Hungarians 

around the world, a foreign ministry 

official said on Monday. The three 

Hungarians working aboard the ship 

quarantined off the coast of Japan 

appear to be well, state secretary Tamás 

Menczer said on Facebook. The ministry 

is keeping tabs on 188 Hungarians 

in China who have registered with 

Hungary’s consular office there, he said, 

adding that all of them appeared to be 

unaffected by the virus.

SOCIALISTS INITIATE 
PARLT CTTEE MEETING 
OVER ALLEGED CHILD 
PORN CASE

The opposition Socialist Party has 

called for parliament’s foreign affairs 

committee to be convened to discuss 

the alleged child pornography case 

of Hungary’s former ambassador 

to Peru, the committee’s Socialist 

deputy chairman said, citing 

press reports. Attila Mesterházy 

told MTI that former ambassador 

Gábor Kaleta had been arrested in 

connection with child pornography. 

“It is now obvious that he has been 

withdrawn from the post because 

of that international crime,” he said, 

adding that the committee members 

had not received any information 

whatsoever about the affair. 

Mesterházy added that the case 

contained national security aspects, 

too. He called for representatives of 

the Constitution Protection Office, 

the Information Office, the Cyber 

Defence Institute and the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs to brief the 

committee.

CYBER DEFENCE 
INSTITUTE: CYBER 
ATTACKS AGAINST 
SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS UP 
LAST YEAR

The number of cyberattacks 

against educational and health-

care institutes and hospitals 

increased significantly last year, 

the head of the National Cyber 

Defence Institute (NKI), part of 

the Hungarian National Security 

Service, said. Phishing scams and 

ransomware are the two most 

common problems, Balázs Bencsik 

told a press conference, adding that 

it was vitally important that people 

af fected by such attacks should 

be able to recognise them and 

avoid data theft. Bencsik warned 

that the number of cyberattacks 

was especially high during the tax 

season, noting that mobile apps 

were often harmful.

Information on possible threats 

and advice on how to protection 

personal data are available on 

the websites www.saferinternet.

hu, www.nki.gov.hu, www.

gyermekmento.hu and www.

police.hu. Henrik Szabó, of the 

police’s crime prevention unit, 

said over 34,000 children received 

cyber awareness training in 541 

schools last year and numerous 

presentations were held targeting 

parents and teachers. Zsuzsanna 

Kurkó, project coordinator for the 

International Children’s Safety 

Service’s Safer Internet Program, 

said a global campaign dubbed 

Safer Internet Day will be held 

on Tuesday, with more than 150 

countries participating.


