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After talks with Deputy Premier Dmytro Kuleba, Péter Szijjártó told a press conference, “We understand Ukraine’s expectation 

to ensure that every citizen should be able to speak Ukrainian and we also want to ensure that ethnic Hungarians in 

Transcarpathia be able to preserve their mother tongue. Both goals can be achieved simultaneously.”

He confirmed Hungary’s vested interest in rebuilding good neighbourly relations with Ukraine.

“We would like to build up some pragmatic success stories which could help rebuild good relations,” he added. “This is 

why we have invited an intergovernmental cooperation committee meeting in Budapest in March,” he said. Szijjártó and 

Koleba agreed that after a hiatus of seven years it is high time for the committee to meet again.

In the meeting, Budapest would like to agree on opening at least one new border crossing, he said. Further targets include 

agreements on the use of a Hungarian infrastructure credit line offered previously, developing agricultural and veterinary 

cooperation and the mutual acceptance of academic degrees, he added.

Hungary’s foreign minister presented a proposal to Ukrainian government officials 
concerning Ukrainian language education for minorities and the preservation of 
ethnic Hungarians’ mother tongue in Transcarpathia.

SZIJJÁrTÓ HaS TaLKS IN KIeV

DK leader evaluates 2019

events marking anniversary of 1944-
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Sunset at Derecske near eastern border
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HuNGary PLeDGeS 
FurTHer SuPPOrT TO 
TraNSCarPaTHIa

“Hungary is ready to continue its 

economic development programme 

launched in Transcarpathia and support 

for the operation of educational, health 

and cultural institutions in the region,” 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told 

a press conference after talks with 

Ukrainain Deputy Premier Dmytro 

Kuleba in Kiev.

“If the planned meeting of the 

intergovernmental cooperation 

committee is a success, it will pave 

the way for a spring summit between 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 

and Prime Minister Viktor Orbán,” he 

said. Szijjártó added that Hungary was 

ready to provide humanitarian support 

for Ukraine and welcomed the planned 

launch of direct air services between 

Budapest and Zaporizhia in the near 

future.

Kuleba told MTI that the culture 

ministry would draft a proposal on 

the protection of minority rights and 

put it to a public debate. He said that 

Kiev would make every possible effort 

to promote minority protection in line 

with its international obligations and 

would not delay the passage of the law.

Kuleba expressed thanks to Hungary 

for supporting Ukraine’s territorial 

integrity and contributing to the 

rehabilitation of Ukrainian children.

Szijjártó also met Foreign Minister 

Vadym Prystaiko and Prime Minister 

Oleksiy Honcharuk.

GOVT OFFICIaL: TWO 
HuNGarIaNS IN LOCKeD 
DOWN ParTS OF CHINa

The foreign ministry knows of two 

Hungarian citizens in areas in China 

locked down because of the coronavirus, 

a state secretary said, adding that neither 

of them intended to leave the country.

State secretary for communications 

and international representation Tamás 

Menczer told parliament’s welfare 

committee that there are currently 197 

Hungarians in China, adding that the 

Hungarian embassy was in constant 

contact with all of them. As regards the 

three Hungarians working aboard a 

cruise ship that was quarantined off the 

coast of Japan earlier this week, Menczer 

said all three of them were healthy and 

in contact with the Hungarian embassy 

in Tokyo. A total of 61 people on the ship 

tested positive for the coronavirus, he 

noted.

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler told the committee that both his 

ministry and the operative board set 

up to coordinate preventive measures 

concerning the virus “have been 

prepared for all possible circumstances 

from the first moment”. Kásler said that 

as of now the “panic” surrounding the 

disease was “a considerably bigger 

problem” than the virus itself, noting that 

it has not yet been detected in Hungary.

Meanwhile, the interior minister 

said Hungary was taking all possible 

precautions against the coronavirus. 

The measures implemented so far have 

proved to be effective, Sándor Pintér 

told the body. The measures include 

preparing an action plan and setting up 

an “operative board” to coordinate the 

actions of state authorities. Preventive 

measures focus in the first place on the 

country’s borders and the Budapest Liszt 

Ferenc International Airport. Hungary has 

sufficient supplies of protective gear 

such as face masks and gloves on stock, 

Pintér said.

JObbIK PLeDGeS TO FIGHT 
FOr TaX CuTS, PeNSION 
CHaNGeS

The opposition Jobbik party will work 

to offer solutions to “people’s everyday 

problems” such as low incomes, Péter 

Jakab, the party’s chairman and 

parliamentary leader, told a press 

conference after a meeting of the 

Jobbik group in Rácalmás, in central 

Hungary. Jobbik will propose that 

pensions are raised in a differentiated 

way, and that men should be granted 

the opportunity to retire after 40 years 

at work because “many men will not 

live until they reach retirement age,” 

Jakab said. He added that his party 

would propose that early pensions 

should be re-introduced especially 

for people doing hard physical work. 

Referring to the health sector, Jakab 

urged changes to the financing of 

hospitals, higher wages in the sector 

and a bigger budget to replace 

equipment. Education requires “much 

more” funds, too, he said, insisting 

that Jobbik would “spend money 

on restoring schools rather than on 

sports stadiums”. He went on to say 
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that Jobbik is aimed at building a 

knowledge-based society rather than 

“raising slaves at school”.

On another subject, Jakab said that 

“border control must be entrusted to a 

professional border police rather than 

security guards” and urged that the 

former border guards system should 

be reintroduced.

SerbIaN auTHOrITIeS 
reMOVe MIGraNTS FrOM 
HuNGary bOrDer

Serbia’s authorities transported a 

group of migrants from the Kelebia 

border crossing station back to a 

reception centre in southern Serbia in 

the early hours of Friday, local Pannon 

RTV reported. According to the TV 

channel, the migrants did not resist 

and peacefully followed instructions to 

get on the buses provided. Hungarian 

public media reported on Thursday 

that 400-500 migrants had reached 

Serbia’s border in the hope of Hungary 

allowing them to enter and move 

towards inner Europe.

30KM DuaL CarrIaGeWay 
INauGuraTeD IN C HuNGary

A 30 kilometre section of the M4 dual 

carriageway south-east of Budapest 

was inaugurated. The stretch between 

Üllő and Albertirsa cost net 52 billion 

forints (EUR 154.1m) to construct. The 

M4 now runs for a distance of almost 45 

kilometres, from the M0 ring road around 

the capital to Cegléd, near Szolnok. The 

M4 was built entirely with state monies.

MINISTry: buDGeT SHOWS 
JaNuary SurPLuS

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, had a 90.4 

billion forint (EUR 266m) surplus in 

January, the finance ministry said in a 

preliminary reading of data. The central 

budget was 40.8 billion forints in the 

black, while separate state funds and 

social insurance funds had surpluses 

of 25.7 billion forints and 23.9 billion 

forints, respectively. The 2020 budget 

act targets a full-year deficit of 367.0 

billion forints. The ministry noted 

that the budget showed a surplus in 

January of last year, too.

“The Hungarian economy may have 

grown by around 5% last year, laying the 

foundation for the budget surplus in the 

first month of this year,” the ministry said.

DeC TraDe SurPLuS eur 
134 M; 2019 SurPLuS 
CLOSe TO eur 5 bN

Hungary had a 134 million euro 

trade surplus in December, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said in a first reading of data. The 

surplus narrowed by 247 million 

euros from the same month a 

year earlier. Exports dropped by 

an annual 0.8% to 7.580 billion 

euros. Imports were up 2.6% at 

7.446 billion euros. About 77% of 

exports and 74% of imports were 

traded with other European Union 

member states. The trade surplus 

for the full year came to 4.985 

billion euros, narrowing by 535 

million euros from 2018.

Exports rose by 4% to 109.061 billion 

euros and imports were up 4.8% at 

104.076 billion euros.

GueST NIGHTS CLIMb 4.7% 
IN DeCeMber

The number of guest nights at 

commercial accommodations in 

Hungary rose by an annual 4.7% 

to 2,003,000 in December, the 

Central Statistical Of f ice (KSH) 

said. The number of guest nights 

spent by foreigners increased 

by 12.8% to 1,083,000 but the 

number of guest nights spent 

by domestic travellers dropped 

by 3.4% to 920,000. Revenue of 

commercial accommodations 

rose by 15.5% to 44 billion forints 

(EUR130m).


