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M1’s on-site correspondent said there were about 400-500 migrants gathered at the border with more on the way, adding 

that the crowd was growing “more and more determined”. The correspondent said the crowd was peaceful, noting that 

the group’s organisers said they would not tolerate “vandalism” and wanted to cross the border peacefully before moving 

on towards inner Europe. He said earlier that the migrant caravan had been organised in closed social media groups for 

weeks. Asked if the caravan of single men had been peaceful when setting off for the Hungarian border, the correspondent 

said: “They always start out that way but then we see how things escalate.”

M1’s live broadcast showed migrants marching in small groups with their personal belongings. Another correspondent 

near the Kelebia border crossing said there were also children among the migrants, adding that “they’re obviously the 

ones leading the march”. One of the migrants told M1 that they had no intention of staying in Hungary or Romania but 

rather wanted to reach western Europe.

A group of hundreds of migrants that recently set off for Hungary from Serbia has 
reached Hungary’s southern border at Tompa, public television’s current affairs 
channel M1 reported on Thursday.

HUNDREDS OF MIGRANTS REACH HUNGARIAN BORDER

Migrants march from Subotica to 
Hungary border crossing at Tompa

Stats office first estimate on foreign 
trade in Dec 2019

Parliament welfare cttee meets
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Migrants gathered at the Serbia-Hungary border
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POLICE LINE UP ON 
HUNGARIAN SIDE OF 
BORDER

Police have lined up on the 

Hungarian side of the southern 

border while on the other side 

of it a woman attempted to talk 

to the authorities in German, a 

public television correspondent 

said. 

The Bács-Kiskun County police 

headquarters said in the afternoon 

that the Tompa border crossing 

has been closed temporarily.

Lajos Kósa, the head of 

parliament ’s defence and law 

enforcement committee, told M1 

earlier in the day that the migrant 

convoys were being organised to 

“test ” the Hungarian border and 

see where it could be breached. 

Hungarian border patrol of f icers 

are monitoring the situation 

closely, he added.

Meanwhile, international 

lawyer Norbert Tóth told M1 

that the aim of the migrant 

marches was to paint a picture 

in the European media of how 

“cruelly” Hungary was treating 

asylum seekers. “The laws are 

pretty clear,” Toth said. “The only 

way Hungary could allow these 

people in would be by violating 

its own laws and European 

Union laws. We’re talking about 

an external Schengen border, so 

the Schengen rules have to be 

observed.”

NEARLY 900 PASSENGERS 
SCREENED FOR 
CORONAVIRUS AT 
AIRPORT 

So far nearly 900 passengers arriving 

on direct flights from China have 

been screened for coronavirus at 

Budapest’s Liszt Ferenc Airport, the 

facility’s communications chief said. 

Katalin Valentinyi said passengers from 

China are being tested for fever and 

anyone with a temperature of 38°C or 

above are isolated for further testing. 

If an infection is suspected, airport 

emergency staff must disinfect the 

aircraft and affected areas. Of the 900 

passengers checked, one person’s 

temperature was above 38°C. It was 

later confirmed they were not carrying 

the virus, she said. 

Chief public health officer Cecília 

Müller said her authority was 

cooperating closely with the airport 

and supplying staff to screen travellers. 

Passengers are isolated if a doctor, 

public health officer and epidemiology 

inspector from the government office 

jointly issue an order to do so, she 

added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY, 
BRAZIL REJECT GLOBAL 
MIGRATION COMPACT AS 
BASIS FOR REFERENCE 

Hungary and Brazil work closely 

together in the United Nations in order 

to ensure that the organisation cannot 

use components of its Global Compact 

for Migration, which Hungary’s 

government rejected earlier, as a 

reference in international legislation, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

after meeting Brazilian counterpart 

Ernesto Araújo. UN organisations 

have been “caught” several times as 

they tried to get various resolutions 

approved which incorporated parts 

of the compact, he said. “We have set 

up a joint mechanism with Brazil to 

prevent this,” Szijjártó added.

Szijjártó and Araújo agreed to 

coordinate their countries’ efforts to 

support Christians in the Middle East. 

Szijjártó said the first joint investment 

project in the Middle East was currently 

being finalised. He added that Hungary 

would offer 250 scholarships to 

Brazilian students at Hungarian 

universities.

GOVT OFFICIAL WARNS 
OF SPREADING VIOLENCE 
AGAINST CHRISTIANS

Violence against Christians is on the 

rise, Tristan Azbej, state secretary in 

charge of aid to persecuted Christian 

communities, said in Washington, 

DC, noting that the persecution of 

Christians has spread to western 

African countries from the Middle East. 

After opening a Hungarian exhibition 

on the topic, Azbej told MTI that 

the Hungarian government’s policy 

towards those communities is “proof 

that the issue of migration must be 

addressed at its root”.

Azbej noted the achievements of 

the government’s Hungary Helps 
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humanitarian programme, saying that 

under the scheme schools, churches 

and residential areas had been rebuilt 

in ten countries. In the past two years 

the programme has helped some 

70,000 Christians to survive or return 

to their homes. The government, he 

added, had “served both the world’s 

most persecuted and most neglected 

religious community and ... the 

interests of Hungarians by preventing 

or mitigating the migration pressure 

on Europe.” 

Apart from showing the suffering 

of “the insulted and the injured”, the 

aim of the exhibition is to present 

the real face of Hungarian people 

and their government in contrast 

with “slanderous remarks” by liberal 

politicians and organisations, Azbej 

said. “We’ll show that we don’t have a 

heart of stone but consider migration 

a harmful tendency.” 

The exhibition is also aimed at 

encouraging US decision makers to 

follow suit, the state secretary said, 

adding that the Hungarian initiative 

had been warmly received. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 1ST 
EU MEMBER STATE TO 
JOIN NEW INTL RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM ALLIANCE

Hungary was the first European 

Union member state to join the new 

International Religious Freedom 

Alliance launched by US President 

Donald Trump last year, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

Washington, DC, after attending the 

organisation’s inaugural meeting 

chaired by US Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo and attended by 

representatives of the 26 countries that 

have joined the new alliance. Szijjártó 

told MTI that Hungary did not accept 

international organisations “turning 

a blind eye” to the persecution of 

Christian communities around the 

world. He said Hungary has been a 

Christian state since its foundation 

more than a thousand years ago and 

as such carried a responsibility for 

persecuted Christian communities 

around the world. Hungary has so far 

provided 50 million dollars to aid these 

communities in Africa and the Middle 

East, he noted. 

The US State Department said in 

a press statement: “The Alliance is a 

network of likeminded countries fully 

committed to advancing freedom of 

religion or belief around the world.”

KÖVÉR SEES ‘TOTAL 
POLITICAL WAR’ IN 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 

Hungary’s domestic affairs amount 

to “total war”, Speaker of Parliament 

László Kövér said in an interview 

to the weekly Mandiner. Kövér 

referred to recent remarks by Péter 

Niedermüller, mayor of Budapest’s 

7th district, who described “white, 

Christian, heterosexuals” as “a 

scary formation”. Kövér said he was 

“white, Christian and heterosexual”. 

“I was given all that by God. They 

are not my own doing but I proudly 

claim them.”

Referring to Fidesz’s suspended 

membership in the European 

People’s Party, Kövér said, “The EPP 

will do what the CDU party tells 

them”. Whether or not EPP members 

vote to exclude Fidesz “will depend 

on what the Germans say”. Kövér 

insisted that the EPP would no longer 

“return to its state 20 years ago and 

adopt conservative and Christian 

values…” The EPP is “drifting towards 

destructive, seemingly ideology-free 

politics dictated by globalist powers,” 

he added. 

LMP CALLS FOR RAILWAY 
LINE BYPASSING 
BUDAPEST

The opposition LMP has called on the 

government to construct a railway line 

bypassing Budapest to ease the load of 

freight traffic around the city. An LMP 

official said the planned “1,000 billion 

forint [EUR 3.0bn] reconstruction” of 

the Budapest-Belgrade railway line is 

set to cross south Budapest, raising 

the area’s freight traffic by 40% and 

increasing noise and vibration. He 

called on the government to suspend 

the investment until a solution is found 

“to divert Hungary’s busiest future 

railway line” from a residential area in 

Budapest.

KSH: INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT 
DROPS 1.2% IN DEC

Output of Hungary’s industrial 

sector dropped by an annual 1.2% 

in December last year, dropping for 
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the first time since June, albeit from a 

high base, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. In the base period, industrial 

output had risen by an annual 6.4%. 

Working day-adjusted data showed 

a 3.7% annual increase for the same 

month. KSH said output of automotive 

manufacturing, which has the biggest 

weight in the industrial sector, “fell 

significantly”, while output growth 

of computer, electronics and optical 

equipment manufacturing, another 

big segment, slowed. Output of the 

food, drink and tobacco products 

segment “continued to increase”, KSH 

added. Month-on-month, output 

dropped by 3.8%. Industrial output 

rose by 5.4% for the full year.

SZÁZADVÉG RAISES 
CONCERNS ABOUT 
FOREIGN-FUNDED NGO 
REQUESTING PUBLIC-
INTEREST DATA 

The Századvég think tank has raised 

concerns about foreign-funded 

NGOs making data requests in 

the public interest. In a statement, 

Századvég accused the NGOs of 

abusing the law on data requests. 

The think tank also complained 

about abuse of copyright. A 

Budapest court last year ordered 

the Prime Minister’s Office to 

allow a journalist working for the 

weekly HVG access to studies and 

research prepared by Századvég 

for the PM’s Office between 2015 

and 2018. The think tank noted that 

the Hungarian Civil Liberties Union 

NGO (TASZ), “a largely foreign-funded 

organisation supported by the Open 

Society Foundations affiliated with 

George Soros”, had represented the 

journalist. Századvég said it feared 

the “the misuse of data in this case”, 

insisting that government research 

materials “may be unlawfully 

duplicated and transferred to 

their foreign financiers.” “This runs 

against the country’s interests,” the 

think tank said. Századvég said that 

for many years it had highlighted 

the risks associated with foreign-

funded NGOs “threatening Hungary’s 

national sovereignty and legal 

certainty”. 

The ruling states that the 

journalist can only access data in 

the public interest from research 

materials and other documents 

prepared by the Századvég Political 

School Foundation and Századvég 

Economic Research for the PM’s 

Office. If the studies are published, 

copied, reproduced or disseminated, 

Századvég, as the owners of the 

copyrighted material, will take swift 

and appropriate legal action, the 

statement said.

BREXIT TO IMPACT 
CUSTOMS, VAT 
ENVIRONMENT FOR 
HUNGARIAN COMPANIES 
- EY

Hungarian companies should 

expect changes to the customs 

and VAT environment due to the 

United Kingdom’s exit from the 

European Union on January 31, the 

EY financial consultancy firm said. 

After the transition period ending on 

31 December 2020, customs offices 

may have to deal with up to 255 

million cases instead of the current 

55 million, EY said. Longer procedural 

times at border crossings and customs 

will prolong international deliveries, 

the statement said. Hungarian firms 

conducting business with the UK will 

also have to factor in increased delivery 

costs and the VAT on imports, EY said.

GOVT SPENDING HUF 
950 M ON SPORT AND 
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
IN 2020

The government is spending 950 

million forints (EUR 2.8m) in support 

of sport and recreational activities 

in Hungary this year, a government 

official said. Máriusz Révész, the 

government commissioner for an 

active Hungary, said the National 

Bicycle Park and National Running 

Tracks programmes are each 

receiving 400 million forints, and a 

150 million grant will be provided 

to support the development of 

via ferrata routes. In the first two 

programmes, municipalities can 

apply for funding covering 50% 

of project costs and in the case of 

the via ferrata, the extent of the 

funding is 100%, Révész said. The 

commissioner’s office is working 

with civil organisations to ensure that 

those developments will contribute 

to healthier lifestyles.


