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Speaking to MTI, Szijjártó said the plan was in line with the Hungarian government’s principles regarding Israel, namely that 

the international community must apply a balanced approach to the country, that the achievement of a two-state solution 

must be based on direct talks and the need to carry on with the fight against terrorism. He said “new momentum” was needed 

in the Middle East peace process, highlighting its importance with regard to Europe and specifically Hungary’s security.

Hungary does not support the imposition of trade embargoes against Israeli companies or that European Union institutions 

should give in to pressure from certain member states to represent an “anti-Israel” stance in the United Nations, Szijjártó 

said. It also opposes resolutions by the UN “that serve only to create tension”, he added. He expressed hope that Israel and 

Palestine would be prepared to hold direct talks. Meanwhile, the minister warned that allowing terrorist groups to regain 

a hold in the region would set off new migration waves towards Europe.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó, after talks with White House senior adviser Jared Kushner 
in Washington, praised US President Donald Trump’s Middle East peace plan as one that 
could lead to long-term peace and stability in the region.

SZIJJÁrTÓ LauDS TruMP’S MIDeaST PeaCe PLaN

Stats office releases preliminary  
Dec 2019 industrial output data

Coronavirus updates
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Thermal camera screening for coronavirus at Liszt Ferenc International Airport
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MeNCZer: HuNGarIaN 
STaFF abOarD CruISe 
SHIP QuaraNTINeD OFF 
JaPaN COaST 

Three Hungarians working aboard a 

cruise ship quarantined off the coast 

of Japan due to coronavirus are not 

thought to be among those infected 

by the virus, a foreign ministry official 

said. The Hungarian embassy in Japan 

is making attempts to contact them by 

phone, state secretary Tamás Menczer 

said in a video posted on Facebook. The 

foreign ministry also has information 

about another Hungarian national in 

the Philippines who is under medical 

observation in connection with the 

virus, he said. Having been feverish, 

the person in question has made a 

recovery, Menczer said, adding he is 

waiting for the results of a lab test for 

coronavirus. In a third case, the ministry 

has information about a Hungarian with 

a fever in Vietnam who is also under 

medical supervision, he said.

KOVÁCS: MIGraTION 
LeGaL ISSue raTHer 
THaN a POLITICaL ONe

Migration is not an emotional or a 

political issue but a legal one, and it is as 

if Europe had forgotten that lesson, the 

government’s international spokesman 

has said. Speaking to MTVA journalists 

after a visit to the US-Mexico border, 

Zoltán Kovács, the state secretary for 

international communications and 

relations, said the physical barrier at the 

border and arrests of illegal migrants 

there had existed for decades. “The 

European Union also has borders, the 

Schengen border in particular,” he said. 

“The disputes we’ve had in Europe over 

the past five years [over border issues] 

... would not have arisen here in this 

country or on this border.” He said 

borders must be protected. Boundaries 

are there so that people who cross them 

abide by all laws, he added. Kovács will 

meet Andrew Friedman, president of 

the orthodox Jewish Congregation Bais 

Naftoli, and California Republican Party 

president Jessica Patterson, as well as 

local Hungarians during his visit.

OrbÁN, KÖVÉr 
COMMeMOraTe 
SPeaKer OF FIrST Free 
ParLIaMeNT

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and House 

Speaker László Kövér laid wreaths 

at the grave of György Szabad, the 

speaker of the first freely elected 

Hungarian parliament after the fall of 

communism in 1989. Former Interior 

Minister Imre Kónya said Szabad, 

“whom we consider one of the great 

Hungarians”, researched representative 

democracy as an academic and worked 

on implementing it as a public figure.

KÓSa: auTHOrITIeS 
PrePareD TO TaCKLe 
INCreaSeD MIGraTION 
PreSSure

Hungarian authorities are prepared 

to tackle an increasing migration 

pressure along the country’s southern 

borders “to ensure the security of 

Hungarian citizens by all means”, 

the head of parliament’s defence 

and law enforcement committee 

said after a meeting of the body. 

Participants in the meeting discussed 

developments at the Röszke border 

station, where a group of 50-60 illegal 

migrants attempted forced entry into 

Hungary on January 28, Lajos Kósa told 

reporters. 

“It was clearly an organised action, 

a deliberate provocation” probably 

aimed at “sending the message that 

the Schengen area could be accessed 

via Hungary”, Kósa said, adding that 

similar attempts could be expected in 

the future.  He said Hungary’s border 

with Serbia was facing increased 

pressure of migration because Croatian 

authorities were “extremely strict” 

with illegal entrants and migrants 

now tend to find other ways to get 

into the European Union. Kósa also 

said that Hungarian authorities had 

apprehended four times as many 

human smugglers in the past six weeks 

than during the same period last year.

SOCIaLISTS TO HOLD 
CONGreSS ON Feb 14

The Socialist Party will hold its congress 

on Feb. 14, party head Bertalan Tóth 

told a press conference. The congress 

will vote on introducing a co-leader 

system in the party, Tóth said. The 

leadership is proposing a female and 

a male co-leader position to promote 

gender equality, he said. So far, board 
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head Ágnes Kunhalmi and himself 

have signalled plans to run in the party 

election scheduled to be held in May, 

he said.

Tóth said the aim was to implement 

structural changes that enable the 

Socialists to fully engage in opposition 

cooperation. The opposition needs a 

joint programme and vision to promote 

during the 2022 election to unseat the 

government, he said. Tóth said the 

Socialists want to promote an inclusive, 

knowledge-based society where all 

children have equal access to a quality 

education. The party also promotes 

wage hikes for teachers, health-care 

workers, and substantial minimum 

wage and pension hikes, he said. 

Regarding the party’s green policy, Tóth 

said its policies were geared towards 

home reconstruction and insulation, 

as well as upgrading heating systems.

CHrISTIaN DeMOCraT MP: 
NaTIONaL INTereST TO 
DeePeN uS-HuNGary TIeS

Deepening US-Hungary ties is in 

the national interest, Lőrinc Nacsa, a 

junior ruling Christian Democrat MP 

attending a two-day conference for 

MPs under the age of 35 organised by 

the OSCE Delegation to the Capitol 

told MTI in Washington, DC. Nacsa also 

met US representatives, government 

officials, and representatives of 

pro-family NGOs. The conference 

focused on deepening security and 

cooperation. He noted that Hungary 

takes part in multiple international 

missions and has been boosting its 

military spending. Nacsa also met 

Republican congressional politicians 

and advisers, as well as the Secretary 

General of the Young Republican 

National Federation. He said measures 

to help persecuted Christians were 

discussed. “It’s important to take a 

joint stand against ... discrimination 

against the issue of the persecution 

of Christians,” he said. He also briefed 

NGO leaders on the Hungarian family 

protection policies, adding that 

Hungarian measures in this area had 

been received positively in the US.

SPOX: GOVT LauNCHING 
ONLINe Q&a FOruM 

Government Spokeswoman Alexandra 

Szentkirályi said the government is 

launching an online forum for sharing 

information with citizens and answering 

their questions. Szentkirályi said on 

Facebook that she will answer questions 

put to her on the most pressing issues 

and government decisions in videos 

published on Facebook, in the initiative 

dubbed Kormányinfó Plusz to be 

launched later this month. “I believe 

in the most personal and immediate 

contact possible, and I’m looking 

forward to your questions,” she added 

in the video.

LMP PLaNS SuPPOrT FOr 
eurOPeaN INITIaTIVe ON 
PrOTeCTING NaTIONaL 
reGIONS

Green opposition LMP is planning 

to put forward a proposal for a 

parliamentary resolution to promote 

the collection of signatures for a 

European initiative on protecting 

national regions, group leader László 

Lóránt Keresztes said. LMP will call a 

seven-party consultation of party 

group leaders on the matter, he told a 

press conference.

It took seven years of legal 

efforts by the Szekler National 

Council to get the opportunity to 

collect signatures, and the initiative 

dubbed European Citizens’ Initiative 

for the Equality of the Regions 

and Sustainability of the Regional 

Cultures was launched last spring, 

he said. The aim is to convince the 

European Commission to introduce 

legislation that will make cohesion 

policy pay special attention to 

regions with national, ethnic, 

cultural, religious or linguistic 

characteristics that are different 

from those of the surrounding 

regions, he added. The initiative 

has been welcomed by parties 

in Hungary that “understand the 

Hungarian national idea”, seeing it 

as a tool to promote policies geared 

towards Hungarian communities 

abroad, he said.  

For the initiative to be successful, 

at least one million supporting 

signatures are needed from seven 

member states, he said. So far, no 

significant progress has been made, 

he added. Keresztes said he would 

also ask for support from European 

green parties because the issue 

concerned fundamental European 

values.
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DruGS, FOrGeD MONey 
SeIZeD FrOM CHINeSe, 
VIeTNaMeSe NaTIONaLS 
IN buDaPeST

Police have seized several kilograms of 

drugs, forged money and documents 

from two men, Chinese and Vietnamese 

nationals, in the 10th district of 

Budapest, the police.hu website said. 

The police said the two men are 

suspected of managing deliveries of 

drugs into and from Hungary, as well 

as selling them in the country. The 

32-year-old Vietnamese suspect was 

taken into custody on January 23, with 

metamphetamine, 900 grams of MDMA 

pills and 7.5kg of an organic substance 

suspected to be narcotics seized from 

his person and from the two flats he 

used, the website said. His accomplice 

was taken into custody on Monday, with 

drugs, forged euro notes and forged 

documents found in his apartment, the 

police said. Since the suspect is known 

to have met people who visited China 

recently, doctors have examined him for 

coronavirus, but no further measures 

were necessary, the police said.

reTaIL SaLeS CLIMb 6.7% 
IN DeCeMber

Retail sales in Hungary climbed 

6.7% year on year in December, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Adjusted for calendar year effects, 

retail sales increased by 6.1%. 

Adjusted food sales rose 4.7%, while 

non-food sales climbed by 8.6% and 

vehicle fuel sales were up 2.6%. For 

the full year, retail sales rose 6.0%, 

as food sales increased by 3.4%, 

non-food sales climbed 9.2% and 

vehicle fuel sales were up 6.0%. In 

absolute terms, full-year retail sales 

came to 12,250 billion forints (EUR 

36.9bn). Food sales reached 5,536 

billion forints, non-food sales stood 

at 4,698 billion and vehicle fuel sales 

were 2,016 billion.

Commenting on the data, a state 

secretary of the innovation and 

technology ministry said that retail 

sales have been growing steadily for 

six and a half years, peaking above a 

monthly 1,000 billion forints for nine 

consecutive months between April 

and December 2019. The Christmas 

shopping season propelled volume 

in December to 1,250 billion, Péter 

Cseresnyés added. Recent government 

measures, wage hikes and the renewed 

family support system has left more 

money in people’s pockets, he said.

Analysts said trends in 2019 had 

followed expectations and growth 

this year would be steady, too. K&H 

Bank analyst Dávid Horváth said steady 

growth was fuelled by non-food sales. 

Horváth forecasted growth in 2020 to 

be 4-5%, with inflation over 3% and 

slower wage growth holding back 

retail sales growth. Gergely Suppan 

of Takarékbank said the end-of-year 

boost in retail sales was also bolstered 

by robust bonuses in the public sector. 

Suppan said retail growth could fall to 

4.8% in 2020, with the construction of 

new homes and the family protection 

action plan possibly giving the sector 

a boost. Erste Bank’s Orsolya Nyeste 

noted that nominal wages have grown 

while unemployment fell further. 

Nyeste also forecasted slightly slower 

growth in the retail sector. Erste 

analysts expect a GDP growth of 3.6% 

next year, driven partly by domestic 

consumption.


