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Seven Hungarians returned home from China on Sunday, while on Monday a Chinese woman arrived in Budapest with a 

fever, János Szlávik, head of the National Institute of Hematology and Infectology at South Pest Central Hospital, told a news 

conference. In addition, a student was quarantined on Saturday on arrival at Budapest’s Liszt Ferenc International Airport. A 

lab test carried out on Saturday ruled out the possibility that the people concerned were infected by the coronavirus, he said.

Meanwhile, Socialist lawmaker Lajos Korózs, the head of parliament’s welfare committee, said the body will convene on 

Friday to be briefed by members of the Hungarian government on preparations to fight the virus. 

A spokesman of the national police force said the police and the National Ambulance Service (OMSZ) are checking travellers 

entering Hungary for coronavirus at six major border crossings across the country. Ártánd, Csanádpalota, Röszke, Tompa, 

Udvar and Letenye are also entry points into the Schengen area. Their temperature is being taken and those with a fever 

will be isolated.

All people who are under observation in a Budapest hospital after being suspected 
of carrying the coronavirus are in good health, an official of the hospital where the 
patients are being quarantined said. 

QUARANTINED PATIENTS ‘IN GOOD HEALTH’

Coronavirus updates

Stats office releases data on Dec retail 
figures

Proposal based on Minority SafePack 
presented to European Commission
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Chinese tourist wearing a face mask due to the coronavirus outbreak
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ORBÁN: ECONOMIC 
SUCCESS ‘PREREQUISITE’ 
FOR CONSERVATIVE 
POLICY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 

addressing a conference on 

conservatism in Rome on Tuesday, 

said economic success was a 

prerequisite for conservative policy. 

Achieving economic success is the 

only way for nationally minded 

conservative and Christian democratic 

leaders to “survive”, Orbán told a 

podium discussion at the National 

Conservatism Conference. But if a 

conservative political leader makes a 

mistake and economic indicators fall 

as a result, the leader “is murdered the 

next morning”, he added.

The prime minister noted the 

Hungarian economy has been growing 

at a rate of 4-5% in recent years, adding 

that the unemployment rate had 

fallen to 3%, with the public debt also 

shrinking. He also said Europe was in 

need of new challenges and “new 

energetic movements” if the continent 

was to be competitive.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: TWO 
HUNGARIAN DIPLOMATS 
TO HELP MOLDOVA’S EU 
INTEGRATION 

The Hungarian foreign ministry will 

assign two diplomats to work in 

Chişinău and help the Moldovan 

government’s progress towards 

European integration, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said after talks with 

Aureliu Ciocoi, Moldova’s foreign 

affairs and European integration 

minister. EU enlargement and the 

Eastern Partnership programme rank 

high among Hungary’s foreign policy 

priorities, he told a press conference. 

Hungary seeks to develop bilateral 

relations and promotes closer ties 

between the European Union and 

Moldova, Szijjártó said.

“The EU needs success stories; and 

the Eastern Partnership could be one, 

in which the Republic of Moldova has 

a very important role to play,” he said.

Szijjártó noted that Moldova has 

signed a free trade agreement with 

the EU and is an observer state in the 

Eurasian Economic Union. “When we 

talk about eastern partnership we 

mean actual partnership. You will 

never experience any lecturing or 

interference in domestic affairs from 

us,” he said. “We will never voice an 

opinion about your domestic affairs 

because that’s just simply none of our 

business.”

Eximbank is helping Hungary-

Moldova business relations with a 

100 million dollar credit line and OTP 

has become the largest player in the 

Moldovan financial market through 

an investment, which will give 

further encouragement to Hungarian 

companies to invest there, he said. 

Hungarian pharma company Richter 

has a 10% share in the Moldovan 

pharmaceutical market, he said, 

adding that under a new agreement 

40 Moldovan students will get 

scholarships in Hungary.

During his stay in Chişinău, 

Szijjártó is scheduled to meet 

President Igor Dodon, Prime Minister 

Ion Chicu, Parliamentary Speaker 

Zinaida Greceanîi and minister of 

economy and infrastructure Anatol 

Usatîi. He will also meet Antal Kosa, 

the Roman Catholic Bishop of 

Chişinău, who is from Romania’s 

Bacău (Bákó) County.

BENKŐ: NEW NATIONAL 
SECURITY STRATEGY 
READY

The national security cabinet has 

adopted Hungary’s new national 

security strategy, while the country’s 

military strategy is being drafted, 

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő said, 

evaluating last year and looking 

ahead to plans for this year. Outlining 

the national security strategy to 

senior military officials, Benkő said 

its military chapters were focused on 

Europe’s defence capabilities and the 

strengthening of relations with France 

and the UK. Benkő said three more 

military attaché offices will open this 

year in addition to those opened last 

year at three embassies.

NATO, he said, is increasingly 

preoccupied with two major threats 

that it has identified: one from the 

east (Russia), the other from the south. 

Considering the security environment, 

the government is in the midst of 

creating a modern, capable army with 

loyal soldiers committed to serving 

their country, Benkő said. “This way we 

can guarantee the country’s security 
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while contributing to international 

security,” he said.

Regarding the Western Balkans, 

Benkő said peace in the region was 

of key importance for Hungary, which 

aims for a task-based system that 

is even stronger, more reliable and 

professional than the one operated 

so far. Besides seeing to operations 

in the Western Balkans and the Baltic 

states, the Hungarian army has initiated 

establishing a central European 

multinational and regional command 

for special operations, he said. Benkő 

noted NATO’s expectation that member 

states plough 20% of defence spending 

into developments, saying that Hungary 

had outperformed that goal. 

OFFICIAL EXPECTS 
HUNGARY-UK ECONOMIC 
TIES TO STRENGTHEN 
POST BREXIT

Brexit has deprived Hungary of one 

of its allies in the European Union but 

Hungarian-British economic ties could 

strengthen even after the UK has left 

the union, an official of the ministry 

of foreign affairs and trade said at 

an event announcing an investment 

by international payroll company 

iiPay in Budapest. The government’s 

expectations are confirmed by the 

expansion of iiPay in Hungary, state 

secretary Levente Magyar said. The 

company set up in the UK has made a 

quick decision to develop a new hub in 

Budapest which shows that investors 

have a trust in the further growth of 

Hungary’s economy, he added. 

MEP: DIALOGUE 
CONCERNING FIDESZ 
EPP MEMBERSHIP TO 
CONTINUE 

Dialogue within the European People’s 

Party (EPP) will continue concerning 

the membership of Hungary’s ruling 

Fidesz party, György Hölvényi, MEP 

of the co-ruling Christian Democrats, 

told Hungarian journalists on the 

sidelines of an EPP meeting in Brussels. 

Hölvényi added that Fidesz’s “voluntary 

suspension” of its membership would stay 

in effect. The MEP quoted EPP president 

Donald Tusk as telling the meeting that 

the party group’s ad-hoc body of so-

called wise men -- Herman Van Rompuy, 

Wolfgang Schüssel and Hans-Gert 

Pöttering -- had completed their report 

on the situation in Hungary. According to 

Tusk, there was no consensus between 

the three politicians “concerning the 

outcome of the evaluation”, but they 

agreed that Fidesz should remain 

suspended and dialogue should continue, 

Hölvényi said, adding that the meeting’s 

participants had not set a date for this. 

MINISTRY, UNIONS 
TO SET UP CTTEE TO 
OVERSEE MÁTRAI PLANT 
TRANSFORMATION

The innovation and technology ministry 

said it has reached an agreement with 

union representatives on setting up a 

committee to oversee the transformation 

of Hungary’s northern Mátrai coal-

fired power plant. The government is 

committed to keeping the Mátrai plant 

operational as well as upgrading it, while 

taking into consideration Hungary’s goal 

of achieving climate neutrality by 2050, 

the ministry quoted Innovation and 

Technology Minister László Palkovics as 

saying.

He said the plant played a crucial 

role in Hungary’s energy supply, 

arguing that shutting it down would 

pose energy security problems for 

the country’s north-eastern region. 

Also, making the plant carbon-neutral 

or converting it into a gas plant or a 

waste recycling plant would be far 

more economical options than closing 

it down, he added. The minister also 

noted that the plant and the industrial 

park connected to it employ more than 

10,000 people. 

At the meeting, the unions proposed 

that Hungary should participate in the 

European Union’s platform for coal 

regions in transition, saying it could 

help bring in technological solutions 

that could assist the transformation of 

the Mátrai plant. The ministry said the 

government was likely to weigh the 

possibility of joining the platform.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
SLAM GOVT NUCLEAR, 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
POLICY

The opposition LMP and Párbeszéd 

parties slammed what they called 

the government’s anti-wind power 

policy and the upgrade of Hungary’s 

sole nuclear plant in Paks, in central 

Hungary. Speaking at a joint press 
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conference of the green LMP and the 

Párbeszéd parties, Párbeszéd lawmaker 

Olivio Kocsis-Cake said the government 

was calling for a “Christian, conservative 

green policy” of which nuclear energy 

is an important element but that 

snubs wind power. Such a green 

policy, in Párbeszéd’s view, does not 

exist, Kocsis-Cake said. He said the 

government policy was dragging its 

foot in phasing out traditional energy 

production and introducing sustainable 

energy production. The 4,000 billion 

forints (EUR 11.8bn) allocated for the 

upgrade of the Paks power plant should 

be ploughed into energy efficiency 

programmes and sustainable forms 

of energy, he said. Párbeszéd has 

submitted proposals to parliament on 

setting up an independent ministry 

for environmental protection and on 

scrapping a decision the party says 

effectively “bans” building wind power 

turbines, he said. 

Péter Ungár, the lawmaker of green 

LMP, noted the government has failed 

to give an explanation for banning the 

construction of further wind turbines, 

a cheap source of energy. Meanwhile, 

the costs of the Paks upgrade grow 

year by year, Ungár added.

STORM UPROOTS TREES, 
DAMAGES POWER LINES 
ACROSS HUNGARY

Gale-force winds blowing across 

Hungary have brought down trees, 

broken tree branches and damaged 

power lines in numerous parts of 

the country, the national disaster 

management authority (OKF) 

said. Firefighters have responded 

to more than 100 calls for help 

concerning damage caused by 

the storm, such as uprooted trees 

and fallen branches, OKF said, 

adding that no injuries have been 

reported. Traffic lights were also 

brought down or damaged in 

several places, it said. Most storm-

related incidents were recorded in 

the northern Transdanubian region 

and Budapest. The Budapest mayor’s 

office has issued a second-degree 

alert for the capital and Pest County, 

forecasting storm-force winds for 

Tuesday. Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony has ordered the Budapest 

Law Enforcement Directorate to be 

in constant contact with the OKF, 

the statement said.

Winds in Hungary hit record 

speeds on Tuesday, with 124kph 

measured on János Hill in Budapest, 

the Hungarian Meteorological 

Service said on its Facebook page. 

The weather service has issued 

second-degree alerts due to strong 

winds for Wednesday across the 

country, with the exception of the 

northern counties of Heves and 

Nógrád.

HOSSZÚ COLLECTS 
AIPS EUROPEAN 
SPORTSWOMAN OF THE 
YEAR AWARD

Olympic and world champion 

swimmer Katinka Hosszú was 

presented with the International 

Sports Press Association’s (AIPS) 

European Sportswoman of the Year 

Award at a gala event in Budapest. 

The award was presented to Hosszú 

by AIPS Europe president Charles 

Camenzuli in recognition of her 

two gold medals at the FINA world 

aquatics championships held in 

Gwangju, South Korea, last year. 

Hosszú won the award for the third 

year in a row.


