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After meeting European Council President Charles Michel in Brussels, Orbán told Hungarian journalists that he foresaw a 

busy schedule for the next six months, with several unresolved issues to be discussed, including the post-2020 seven-year 

EU budget, migration, digitalisation and EU enlargement.

The aim is not to simply debate those issues but to conclude them, too, Orbán said. Regarding the talks with Michel, Orbán 

said the budget was top of the agenda as Michel is convening an EU summit on the topic on Feb. 20. 

Hungary has not presented its national budget figures in connection with the 2021-2027 EU budget as related negotiations 

are not yet at that stage, Orbán said. The prime minister said the draft budget presented so far failed to change “bad 

practices” of the previous seven years, including “unfair elements” such the allocation of only 5% of Brussels funds for 

poorer countries despite the fact that their population makes up 20% of the EU’s population. 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán called for the European Union budget to be put on a “fair 
footing”, adding that the current concept includes amendments that shift monies from 
poorer countries to richer ones.

ORBÁN CALLS FOR FAIR EU BUDGET

Govt official on Hungarian food 
industry’s achievements

Defence minister reflects on past 
year, talks about future tasks

Real estate consultant CBRE on 2019 
market trends, 2020 projections
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Steam engine to be restored and exhibited at State Opera’s Eiffel Workshop
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ORBÁN: QUALITY 
OF BUDGET MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN TIME 
FRAME

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said 

he has presented his concrete 

proposals on righting the conceptual 

problems in the EU’s budget at the 

Friends of Cohesion meeting of 

government heads in Portugal and 

forwarded them to the head of the 

European Council. Further talks are 

to be expected with the countries 

that share Hungary’s concerns 

regarding the budget’s conceptual 

framework, he said. “We want a fair 

budget,” Orbán said. “Once we have 

that, Hungarians will find what they 

want; a combination of figures that 

work in their favour.” The Feb. 20 

summit does not mean the end of 

negotiations, Orbán said, adding that 

the “quality” of the budget was more 

important for Hungary than the date 

of its acceptance.

CHIEF MEDICAL 
OFFICER: HUNGARIANS 
RETURNING FROM WUHAN 
QUARANTINED

Hungarians who have returned 

home from Wuhan in China feel well 

but for the sake of safety they will 

remain quarantined for two weeks, 

the chief medical officer said. No one 

in Hungary is carrying coronavirus, 

but the seven people quarantined 

will undergo several tests, Cecília 

Müller told public news channel M1. 

An “operative board” has been set 

up to coordinate the actions of state 

authorities that would be involved 

in preventing the spread of the virus 

and an epidemic that could follow, 

she noted. Exchanges of information 

between these authorities are ongoing 

and regular meetings have been held 

to discuss completed and future tasks, 

Müller added. There is currently a flu 

epidemic in Hungary, with 15,000 

new cases reported weekly, the chief 

medical officer said. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán has sent a letter to French 

President Emmanuel Macron 

thanking him for France’s help with 

the return of a group of Hungarians 

from Wuhan, Orbán’s press chief said. 

“Let me thank you for the excellent 

cooperation which was indispensable 

for the completion of the complex 

operation under extraordinary 

circumstances,” Bertalan Havasi cited 

Orbán as saying. 

Seven Hungarians evacuated from 

Wuhan were among passengers 

taken by a French aircraft to an 

airbase in southern France over the 

weekend. They returned to Hungary 

on Sunday evening.

ARMED FORCES LEADERS: 
SITUATION IN IRAQ STABLE

The situation in Iraq is stable and 

there is no need to withdraw 

Hungarian soldiers or to end 

operations in the country, the 

defence minister and the leaders 

of the armed forces said. Defence 

Minister Tibor Benkő noted that 

the camp where the Hungarian 

troops are stationed came under 

a missile attack on Jan. 9. Army 

Commander Ferenc Korom said that 

after the attacks the armed forces 

strengthened security measures 

both in Iraq and in Hungary. An 

experienced commander, Brigadier-

General Zsolt Sándor, was sent 

to Iraq to assess the situation, he 

said. Sándor, who spent 14 days 

in Iraq, said most special security 

measures no longer apply. The camp 

operated by the United States near 

Erbil, in northern Iraq, was targeted 

by Iranian missiles after the United 

States killed Iran’s General Qasim 

Soleimani, head of the elite Quds 

Force, in a drone attack.

TUZSON: SOME 100,000 
MIGRANTS GATHERED 
ALONG HUNGARY 
SOUTHERN BORDER

Around 100,000 migrants have 

gathered south of Hungary along the 

border, putting the country’s border 

at risk, a government official said. In 

January, 3,400 illegal entry attempts 

were made, Bence Tuzson, the state 

secretary for public services at the 

Prime Minister’s Office, told public 

news broadcaster M1. He noted an 

attempt at Röszke early last Tuesday, 

adding that it had proved that the 

Hungarian border defence system 

functioned properly during the 

incident. Tuzson said vigilance in 
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protecting the border was essential, 

adding that patrol forces had been 

doubled in the area which is also under 

helicopter surveillance. 

By protecting its own border, 

Hungary is also protecting Europe’s 

border, Tuzson noted, adding that 

the EU had contributed only a small 

part of border protection costs. He said 

the Hungarian government will turn 

to Brussels asking for more funding.

DK LAUNCHES ONLINE 
SURVEY ON EUROPEAN 
MINIMUM WAGE

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has launched an online survey 

on the potential introduction of a 

European minimum wage, Klára 

Dobrev, an MEP of the party, said. 

The idea of an EU-wide minimum 

wage is now a mainstream policy 

issue within the bloc, she told a press 

conference, noting that European 

Commission President Ursula von der 

Leyen has put forward a document 

on the matter for a debate. The EU 

is scheduled to debate the basic 

structure of the mechanism over 

the next six weeks, after which 

the commission will put forward 

a specific proposal, Dobrev said. 

Meanwhile, she said it appeared 

that the Hungarian government 

was uninterested in taking part in the 

discussions on a European minimum 

wage, adding that this meant that 

the views of the Hungarian people 

would not be represented in those 

talks. This is why, she said, DK has 

initiated consultations with social 

partners, employers, unions and the 

people themselves. Dobrev said her 

party sent its proposal out to sector 

chambers, industry bodies, unions 

and research institutes last week.

Asked why the survey’s respondents 

had to provide personal details such 

as their address in order to submit 

their responses, Dobrev said DK 

wanted to canvass the views of 

people all over Hungary.

Responding to another question, 

she said the European People’s 

Party, the Greens, the Social 

Democrats and the Liberals all 

supported the idea of a European 

minimum wage. If Hungary’s Fidesz 

were also open to it, DK would be 

prepared to work together with the 

ruling party, she added.

Ferenc Dávid, DK’s economic 

spokesman, pointed out that 

21 EU member states had an 

administratively defined minimum 

wage. Because of its widespread 

presence throughout the bloc, 

the minimum wage had become 

a part of European work culture, 

Dávid argued, adding that it was 

also linked to a number of family 

and social benefits.

SOCIALISTS CALL  
FOR INTERVENTION OVER 
WEAK FORINT

The government and the central 

bank should take measures to 

protect Hungary’s weakening 

currency, Socialist deputy leader 

László Szakács told a press 

conference. Szakács warned that 

the forint was “at a nadir” compared 

to the euro. He noted a “hundred-

billion forint hole” in the budget 

and accelerating inflation. He said 

international companies were 

using the weak currency “to make 

profits to the detriment of Hungarian 

employees”. He said that large 

companies were paying wages in 

forints, but their accounts were 

based in euros. “If a multinational 

pays 300,000 forints to an employee, 

this had cost 1,000 euros earlier but 

now costs only 880-900 euros”. 

According to the Socialist 

politician, residency bonds issued 

to foreigners under a government 

scheme were about to mature and 

investors would need to be paid their 

money back in euros. “The Hungarian 

taxpayer will again suffer,” he said. 

Szakács said he would ask Mihály 

Varga, the finance minister, if enough 

budget reserves were available to 

cope with the weakening of the 

forint. Further, DK will turn to central 

bank governor György Matolcsy for 

information about how much the 

national bank has profited from not 

preventing the weakening of the 

Hungarian currency.

GOVT LAUNCHES SCHEME 
FOR SMES IN AREAS WITH 
HIGH JOBLESS RATE

The innovation and technology 

ministry is launching a programme 

to boost employment in areas of the 
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country where the unemployment 

rate is higher than the national 

average, the state secretary for 

employment policy said. The 

government has allocated 12 billion 

forints (EUR 4.0bn) to the scheme 

targeting SMEs working in the north, 

north-east, south and south-east 

of the country, Sándor Bodó told a 

news conference. The government 

will support companies ready to raise 

their headcount by at least three, he 

said. It will pay 60%-70% of wage 

costs, depending on the SME’s size, 

he added. The companies will take on 

an obligation to maintain those jobs 

for at least three years, Bodó said. The 

government’s tax policy has enabled 

a continuous wage growth through 

83 months, he noted.

HUNGARY PPI RISES BY 
2.4% YR/YR IN DECEMBER, 
2.1% IN 2019 - KSH

Industrial producer prices rose by 2.4% 

in December from the same month 

a year earlier, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. Prices for domestic 

sales were up 3.3% while export prices 

rose by 1.9%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, industrial producer 

prices were down 0.2% as domestic 

prices edged up 0.2% and export 

prices inched down 0.3%. In 2019, 

industrial producer prices rose by 

2.1% as domestic sales prices climbed 

3.9% and export prices were up 1.3%. 

KSH said price increases were driven 

by growing wages, changes in the 

forint exchange rate and changes 

in the international prices of natural 

resources.

HUNGARY PMI FALLS  
TO 52.5 IN JANUARY

Hungary’s seasonally adjusted 

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) 

fell to 52.5 points in January from 

53.9 in December, the Hungarian 

Association of Logistics, Purchasing 

and Inventory Management 

(Halpim), which compiles the index, 

said. An index value above 50 shows 

expansion in the manufacturing 

sector, while a value under 50 

signals contraction. Among the 

sub-indices that comprise the PMI, 

the new orders index weakened 

slightly but remained over the 50 

threshold. The production volume 

index also fell but continued to show 

expansion. The employment index 

rose after falling in the previous 

month. Delivery times were slightly 

shorter than in December. Purchased 

inventories were up for the thirty-

seventh month in a row after a 

seasonal adjustment of the data.

HIVENTURES INVESTS 
ANOTHER HUF 150M  
IN FUVAR.HU

Hiventures, the venture capital 

fund manager of the Hungarian 

Development Bank (MFB), has 

injected another 150 million forints 

into startup Fuvar.hu, which runs an 

online marketplace for express delivery 

companies in Hungary. Fuvar.hu will 

use the top-up to expand its existing 

services, step up marketing activities 

and grow its business abroad, the 

parties said in a joint statement.

The service which launched in 2017 

now works with more than 1,300 

delivery partners.

HOUSE SALES DOWN 7.7% 
IN JAN

Home sales in Hungary came to 

9,917 in January, down 7.7% from 

the same month a year earlier, real 

estate broker Duna House estimates. 

For the full year 2020, Duna House 

projects 130,000-150,000 home sales 

transactions. Last year, home sales 

in Hungary came to 146,037, down 

from 163,695 in 2018. Mortgage loan 

placements came to 74.5 billion forints 

in January, up 20% from the same 

period of last year, Duna House said.


