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In his regular Friday morning interview to public broadcaster Kossuth Radio, the prime minister said Soros-funded organisations 

were involved in “migration consulting”. Referring to US financier George Soros, Orbán branded Soros as “the world’s 

number-one oligarch” who was “financing NGOs, groups, activists” in “mafia-like networks”.

Commenting on an attempt by migrants on Tuesday to break through the border, Orbán noted that the people who 

actually managed to cross to Hungary were arrested and found guilty in court, and they will be expelled from the country. 

Border protection and the fight against migration are the most important current European and Hungarian issues, he said, 

adding that he was making efforts to convince decision-makers that the European Union budget allocation for border 

protection should be given directly to member states rather than to the common EU border protection body. So far the 

EU “has given less than a pittance” to Hungary for border protection despite the fact that the work done also benefits the 

Austrians and the Germans, he added. 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán in a radio interview accused the “Soros Network” of 
organising migration across the Balkans.

PM: ‘SOrOS nETWOrK’ BEHInD BaLKanS MIGraTIOn

Chief medical officer holds presser  
on epidemic prevention  

PM’s Office chief addresses rákóczi 
association forum
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Exhibition featuring the works of British street artist Banksy in Budapest
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‘OPEraTIVE BOarD’ 
SET uP TO HanDLE 
COrOnaVIruS 
PrEVEnTIVE MEaSurES

Commenting on preventive measures 

against the coronavirus, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said in a radio 

interview that an “operative board” 

– a coordination committee headed 

by Interior Minister Sándor Pintér 

– had been set up. Steps must be 

coordinated between, for instance, 

the immigration police and the border 

guard, Orbán told Kossuth Radio. The 

board includes professionals and the 

minister in charge of health care and 

the medical chief officer. “There isn’t a 

problem right now but the issue must 

be taken seriously,” he said, adding 

that he had asked Justice Minister 

Judit Varga to make sure regulations 

covering the spread of fake news that 

could cause panic are effective.  

On the topic of prisoners suing the 

state over poor jail conditions, Orbán 

said they were running a “business”, 

having launched 12,000 lawsuits so far. 

From the money the European court 

obliges the Hungarian state to pay out in 

such cases, 60% goes to the lawyers, he 

said, adding that this was an abuse of the 

law against which firm action would be 

taken by the government. He said that 

when it came to ongoing cases, the state 

was reluctant to pay a single penny as 

“criminals and lawyers” would be sharing 

the proceeds of taxpayers’ money.

Commenting on the subject of 

school segregation in Gyöngyöspata, 

Orbán said 80% of non-Roma students 

in rural schools had to contend with 

intolerable conditions such as high 

absenteeism and rule-breaking by the 

other students. Non-Roma Hungarians 

reacted by withdrawing their children 

from such schools, Orbán said, adding 

that there was “a feeling among the 

non-Roma in Gyöngyöspata” that they 

had to “go into retreat even though they 

were in the majority”. “Due to a court 

decision following a lawsuit launched 

by Soros organisations, millions must 

be paid to those who have made it 

impossible for their children to learn 

properly,” the prime minister added. 

“We take the side of the 80% who 

are decent, working Hungarians who 

demand a suitable education for their 

child,” Orbán said, adding that he had 

asked the local Fidesz MP to “turn this 

situation round as a matter of urgency”. 

He added that “among Gypsy families 

there are those, of course, who want 

their children to go to a normal school”, 

but these people were also hindered by 

the disorder. “I won’t pay ... parents who 

allowed their children to go absent from 

school for 500 hours; and when [their 

children] did turn up, they behaved in a 

way that made teaching impossible,” he 

said, adding that the government took 

the side of “decent people”.

PrOTESTErS CaLL On 
nIEDErMÜLLEr TO QuIT 
OVEr ‘WHITE, CHrISTIan 
HETErOSEXuaL’ rEMarK

Demonstrators gathered on Thursday 

evening in front of Budapest’s 7th 

district mayoral office to demand 

the resignation of district mayor 

Péter Niedermüller over his recent 

description of “white, Christian, 

heterosexuals” as “a scary formation”. 

Appearing on commercial television, 

the politician of the leftist opposition 

Democratic Coalition said: “If we look 

at what’s left after you peel away the 

objects of the haters such as non-

Hungarians, the others, migrants, the 

Roma ... a scary formation is left in the 

middle: white, Christian, heterosexual 

men -- there also women among them. 

That’s their vision of a family.” At the 

demonstration organised by ruling 

Fidesz’s youth arm Fidelitas, Fidesz 

communications chief István Hollik 

said Niedermüller’s words showed 

that “losing Christian freedom is just a 

change of government away”. 

The demonstrators filled Erzsébet 

ring road in front of the mayor’s office.

BrITISH aMBaSSaDOr: uK 
TO rEMaIn WELCOMInG 
aFTEr BrEXIT

Hungarians living in the UK have 

nothing to fear, British Ambassador 

in Budapest Iain Lindsay told public 

television’s M1 news channel on Friday. 

Hungarians will still be able to move to 

the UK to live and work there without 

restrictions until the end of the year, 

he added. Hungarians already living 

in Britain, like all other EU citizens, will 

not have to leave the country and they 

will be welcome to stay, Lindsay said. 

Hungary and the UK are bound by 

strong links and the UK is Hungary’s 
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fifth largest investor, the diplomat 

noted. Some 60,000-70,000 Hungarian 

secondary school students will be 

given the chance to study English in 

the UK next summer free of charge, he 

said. Ties will be further strengthened, 

the ambassador said, adding that 

over the past 3-4 years no other EU 

country had been as “understanding, 

positive, constructive and respectful” 

concerning the Brexit procedure as 

Hungary.

SHanGHaI aIrLInES 
SuSPEnDS TWO BuDaPEST 
SErVICES

Shanghai Airlines is suspending two 

Budapest services, the operator of the 

Budapest Liszt Ferenc International 

Airport said on its Facebook page on 

Friday.

Budapest Airport said the suspension 

of the services, one with a stopover in 

Xi’an and the other in Chengdu, will 

affect a total of three flights each week. 

The Shanghai-Xi’an-Budapest service 

will not operate between February 

6 and March 26 and the Shanghai-

Chengdu-Budapest service will be 

suspended between February 4 and 

March 28. There are no changes to 

direct flights between Budapest and 

Shanghai, Budapest Airport said.

SZÁZaDVÉG: HunGarIan 
HELSInKI COMMITTEE 
CauSE FOr COnCErn

The Századvég Foundation says 

the Hungarian Helsinki Committee 

and other foreign-funded NGOs 

present a danger to Hungary’s legal 

certainty and national sovereignty. 

In a statement, the think-tank said 

it has been regularly analysing the 

operation of such NGOs in Hungary. 

It noted that an earlier analysis in 

2018 already showed that various 

foreign organisations had pumped 

around 500,000,000 forints into the 

Helsinki Committee. It is not only 

funded by Open Society Foundations 

affiliated with US financier George 

Soros, but its clients include the 

European Commission, which 

has supported programmes that 

“strengthen the rights of suspects” 

and “provide legal assistance to 

asylum seekers,” to the tune of tens 

of millions of forints. Századvég said 

the Netherlands embassy in Budapest 

had commissioned the NGO to study 

the independence of Hungary’s 

courts, and the UN commissioned it 

to investigate whether asylum seekers 

had proper access to justice. “Given the 

complex financing background of the 

Hungarian Helsinki Committee and its 

shallow social embeddedness – and 

the fact that the NGOs are largely 

accountable to their foreign financiers 

– their activities can be seen as a cause 

for concern”.

HunGarIan, CZECH 
JuSTICE MInISTErS 
DISCuSS Eu aFFaIrS

Hungarian Justice Minister Judit 

Varga on Thursday met her Czech 

counterpart, Marie Benešová, in 

Budapest, to discuss issues regarding 

the future of the European Union, 

among other topics, the justice 

ministry said. At the talks, Varga said 

trust between EU member states 

had been shaken, and she called 

for an end to “baseless accusations” 

against Hungary in connection with 

the rule of law. She said the rule of law 

could only be strengthened and trust 

restored if EU member states showed 

cooperation and mutual respect.

Meanwhile, the ministers said 

bilateral relations were “excellent”. 

Varga briefed her counterpart on the 

Hungarian government’s plans to 

strengthen the rights of victims, which 

she said would be in focus in 2020. 

Talks also touched on cooperation 

between law students of the 

Visegrad Group countries. Varga asked 

Benešová, whose country currently 

holds the group’s rotating presidency, 

to support the plan.

PaLKOVICS In TaLKS On 
auTO InDuSTry In BErLIn

Minister of Innovation and Technology 

László Palkovics, in Berlin on Friday for 

talks with German federal minister 

for economic affairs and energy, 

Peter Altmaier, praised “excellent” 

Hungarian-German industrial 

cooperation. Palkovics said in a 

statement that there were no issues 

of conflict, adding that uncertainty 

in recent years with regard to the key 

automotive sector was a thing of the 

past. He noted that Hungarian car 

production, based on the German car 
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industry, had contributed significantly 

to Hungary’s economic growth rate 

of 5%, and the sector was “optimistic 

about the future”. The minister noted 

that German industry and politicians 

had acted decisively to end the 

uncertainty of recent years, taking a 

lead over what the “car of the future” 

should be.

HunGary GrOSS WaGES 
uP 13.9% yr/yr In nOV

The average gross wage for full-time 

workers in Hungary rose by an annual 

13.9% to a monthly 403,500 forints 

(EUR 1,197) in November, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Net wages 

grew at the same pace, to 268,300 

forints. Sándor Bodó of the Ministry 

of Innovation and Technology told 

public television’s M1 channel that 

wages have been increasing for 

83 months in a row thanks to the 

government’s tax policy that allows 

companies to spend more on wage 

hikes. Enduring salary growth is also 

connected with a further reduction 

in the social contribution tax in June, 

by 2 percentage points.

The state secretary for employment 

policy said the 13.9% annual increase 

in November was “remarkable”, 

adding that thanks to the successful 

management of companies, 

employees were given bonuses. The 

financial sector witnessed the highest 

earnings growth, while wages grew 

the least in the hotel industry and 

trade, he said. Due to labour shortages, 

there have been big wage increases in 

the construction industry, he added.

Anaysts told MTI that wage growth 

beat expectations. András Horváth 

of Takarékbank said a shortage of 

skilled labour was largely behind the 

increase. A higher minimum wage and 

the bonus payments also bumped up 

wages, he added. He said growth pay 

before tax this year was likely to exceed 

9%, or a real wage rise of about 5.5%. 

Péter Virovácz of ING Bank said wage 

growth was likely to remain in the 

double digits this year, and this would 

support sustained consumer growth. 

Gábor Regős of Századvég said 

average wage rises were expected to 

be much faster than inflation this year, 

but may be slower than in previous 

years.

HunGary nOVEMBEr 
TraDE SurPLuS rEVISED 
DOWn TO Eur 484 M

Hungary’s trade surplus in 

November 2019 was revised down 

to 484 million euros in a second 

reading of data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH). In 

the first reading, KSH estimated 

the November surplus at 500 million 

euros. Revised figures show imports 

fell by an annual 0.3% in value terms 

to 9.010 billion euros, while exports 

grew by 0.2% to 9.494 billion. In 

volume terms imports grew by 2.4% 

year on year, while exports increased 

by 1.1%. The trade surplus was up 44 

million euros from the same month 

a year earlier.


