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Information on the national level is acquired through the state health authority ÁNTSZ’s chief medical examiner’s office, 

Szijjártó said at a press conference held on a different subject. At the international level, information is received from the 

world health organisation WHO, he added. WHO information shows that there have been no confirmed cases of coronavirus 

in Europe so far, so no special measures are needed, he said.

Despite this, some measures have been taken and embassies and consulate generals around the world are closely monitoring 

developments and consulting regularly with health authorities, he said. If the virus is detected anywhere and it poses a 

threat to Hungarian citizens, a warning will be issued, Szijjártó said. The minister noted that the central Chinese city of 

Wuhan, where the virus emerged, is on lockdown.  Szijjártó asked Hungarians planning to visit Hubei province in China to 

delay their journey and those travelling to other Chinese cities to consult the Hungarian consulate’s website and register 

for consular protection.

There have been no reports of Hungarians affected by the coronavirus, Foreign Minister 
Péter Szijjártó has said.
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ÁDEr MEETS HunGarIan 
HOLOCauST SurVIVOrS 
In JEruSaLEM

President János Áder met Hungarian 

Holocaust survivors in Jerusalem 

and told them about the Hungarian 

government’s measures to fight anti-

Semitism and promote Holocaust 

education. Áder earlier attended the 

5th World Holocaust Forum and during 

the meeting held in a Jerusalem hotel 

he briefed the participants about 

his experiences at the international 

forum. He highlighted a speech by 

Buchenwald survivor and former 

Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel Yisrael 

Meir Lau who said he could not forgive 

or forget what had happened 75 years 

ago. The rabbi called for peaceful 

coexistence between peoples and 

a united fight against such common 

enemies as illness and natural disasters, 

Áder said. Áder told the Hungarian 

Holocaust survivors that the excellent 

relations between Hungary and 

Israel were also cemented by the 

good personal relations of the two 

countries’ prime ministers. In response 

to a question by honorary consul Josi 

Weiss, Áder said that in international 

comparison hate attacks against 

Jews were extremely rare in Hungary. 

He talked about a renaissance of 

Hungarian Jewish communities and 

added that outside Hungary in Europe, 

Holocaust denial was a crime only in 

Austria, Germany and France. He also 

highlighted that Hungary maintained 

zero tolerance against anti-Semitism. At 

the end of the meeting Áder lit a candle 

in the memory of Holocaust victims.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: DE-ESCaLaTIOn 
OF MIDDLE EaST TEnSIOnS 
In HunGary’S InTErEST

Hungary has an interest in the de-

escalation of tensions in the Middle 

East, the foreign minister said after 

meeting his Saudi Arabian counterpart 

in Budapest. Péter Szijjártó told a 

press conference that he discussed 

bilateral ties with Adel Ahmed Al-

Jubeir and they identified areas 

where Hungary and Saudi Arabia 

shared common positions. These 

areas include migration and the 

fight against terrorism, Szijjártó said, 

adding that Hungary’s firm position is 

that the emergence of a new nuclear 

state should be prevented. As regards 

migration, he emphasised the need of 

providing humanitarian assistance to 

eliminate its root causes and discussed 

with the Saudi side the possibility of 

joint aid projects. Szijjártó said they 

explored the possibility of cooperation 

in infrastructure development in Saudi 

Arabia’s water management sector. 

He further noted the 600 million euro 

credit line Hungary’s Eximbank has 

opened to promote bilateral economic 

cooperation. The Saudi minister 

highlighted prospects in mutually 

beneficial cooperation in the areas 

of science and education. The two 

countries can also work to strengthen 

their economic cooperation and 

act in partnership in international 

organisations, he said.

He noted that the two countries 

celebrate the 25th anniversary of their 

diplomatic ties.

HaInan aIrLInES 
rELaunCHES 
CHOnGQInG-BuDaPEST 
FLIGHT 

Hainan Airlines has relaunched its 

Chongqing-Budapest direct service 

with the first aircraft landing in 

Liszt Ferenc international airport. 

Addressing the flight’s formal welcome 

ceremony, the foreign minister noted 

that Hungary operates 14 visa centres 

in China and Budapest has direct 

flights to five Chinese cities.

Last year, 262,000 Chinese tourists 

visited Hungary in January-November, 

spending 429,000 guest nights in the 

country, Péter Szijjártó said.

Kam Jandu, chief commercial 

officer of Budapest Airport, said that 

Hainan last operated a direct flight 

to Budapest in 2011. The airline will 

operate the Chongqing-Budapest 

flight with a Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner 

two times a week, on Monday and 

Friday. According to data released by 

the airport, 220,000 Chinese tourists 

flew to Budapest in 2019, up 18% 

compared with the previous year.

MInISTEr: nEW SCHEME 
aLLOCaTES HuF 11 Bn 
FOr BuDaPEST HOSPITaL 
DEVELOPMEnT PLanS

A new infrastructure development 

scheme dubbed For a Healthy 
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Budapest has allocated 11 billion 

forints (EUR 33m) for the architectural 

and engineering plans to build and 

revamp hospital buildings, the human 

resources minister said. The planning 

contracts for buildings with a total 

floor space of 381,498 square metres 

were signed at the end of last year, 

Miklós Kásler told a press conference. 

The scheme involves 17 hospitals and 

medical centres in Budapest and Pest 

County, he said. Plans are set to be 

prepared for the construction and 

expansion of 30 buildings and the 

revamp of 48 buildings, he added.

DEBrECEn WELCOMES 
naTuraL SCIEnCE 
MuSEuM’S rELOCaTIOn 

The mayor of Debrecen has welcomed 

the government’s recent decision to 

move the Hungarian Natural Science 

Museum from Budapest to the eastern 

Hungarian city. In a statement, László 

Papp rejected remarks by Budapest 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony, who had 

called the decision “tragic”. Papp noted 

that Karácsony himself had been a 

student in Debrecen, adding that “as 

his own example shows, there is life 

outside Budapest”. Debrecen considers 

hosting the museum as “an opportunity 

to define the future of the city”, Papp 

said, expressing his commitment to 

ensure “the best conditions for such 

a significant project”. He insisted that 

“Debrecen is an ideal choice”, adding 

that the museum would be “not just 

exhibition halls but an institution with 

scientific research, too”. Debrecen 

University can ensure the training of 

experts for the museum, while the 

city will provide “full support” for 

future cooperation between the two 

institutions, Papp said.

POPuLaTIOn DECLInE 
SLOWS In Jan-nOV 2019

Hungary’s population decline slowed 

slightly in the first eleven months 

of 2019 after 1.5% fewer births and 

0.8% fewer deaths were registered 

compared with the same period last 

year, the Central Statistical Office said. 

The number of marriages jumped by 

27%, with 61,979 couples tying the knot, 

the highest number since 1989. In the 

first eleven months of the year, 81,341 

children were born, 1,274 fewer than in 

the same period last year, while 117,964 

people died, 933 fewer than in Jan-Nov 

2019. The rate of natural population 

decline grew by 0.9% to 36,282.

EIB TO LEnD VOLÁn Eur 
140 M FOr FLEET uPGraDE

The European Investment Bank (EIB) 

signed a 47 million euro loan agreement 

that will support a fleet upgrade at 

Hungary’s state-owned bus company 

Volán, the European Commission said. 

The loan for Volán Buszpark is the first 

tranche of a 140 million euro loan that 

will be used to procure 3,200 new, eco-

friendly buses over the next four years, 

accounting for nearly half of the Volán 

fleet. The new buses will help Volán 

reduce its carbon emissions by up to 38%.

nBH SuSPEnDS LICEnCE 
OF InVESTMEnT COMPany 
SInuS-FaIr

The National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

said it suspended the operating 

licence of investment company 

SINUS-FAIR Corporate until compliance 

or for a maximum six months and 

instructed the company to provide 

extraordinary information. The NBH 

found in an ex officio audit that the 

company was offering foreign-issued 

securities to retail investors that could 

only have been sold to professional 

investors and no licence had been 

issued to distribute them in Hungary. 

The NBH said the infringement had 

been repeated frequently on a regular 

basis. Based on the foregoing, the NBH 

suspended the company’s operating 

licences to provide investment 

services, and investment and financial 

analysis as auxiliary services until it 

complies with the NBH’s resolution 

or for a maximum six months.


