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Attending an executive meeting of the Centrist Democrat International (CDI), the ruling Fidesz leader said: “When I was here 

for a visit a few years ago, I discovered a party that thinks along the same lines as Fidesz; it was very inspiring.” Referring to 

the National Awakening Party (PKB), the event’s host, the Hungarian prime minister, who is also a vice president of the a 

Christian democratic political formation, said: “I became curious to learn what it means, how it works in terms of political 

philosophy if you are not Christian but Muslim.” “It is very instructive and interesting that an Islamic movement like yours 

is presenting itself on the political scene. For me, this raises two questions. One is what the future of Christianity and the 

future of Islam will be? The other is whether we can live side by side, as we used to, which worked excellently.” Orbán added 

that it was important for politicians and decision-makers to maintain relations on the highest, political level and to build 

relations on a more “philosophical level”.

Christian democratic parties have a good chance of establishing cooperation with 
moderate Islamic parties, Viktor Orbán said in Yogyakarta.

ORBÁN EYES ACCORD WITH MODERATE ISLAM

PM attends CDI executive meeting in 
Yogyakarta

EU interior, justice ministers meet in 
Zagreb

FM meets Saudi minister of state in 
Budapest

FM addresses Tata Consultancy 
Services Budapest office opening

KSH releases demography figures for 
Jan-Nov 2019
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Winter forest from the air in south-western Hungary



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

JANUARY 24, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

SZIJJÁRTÓ: INDONESIA, 
HUNGARY TO SET UP USD 
500 M JOINT INVESTMENT 
FUND

Indonesia and Hungary will set up a 

500 million dollar investment fund 

to facilitate Hungarian companies’ 

participation in the development of 

transport and water management 

infrastructure, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said after talks 

with counterpart Retno Marsudi, 

other government members and 

businesspeople. Szijjártó told MTI 

that despite the significant distance 

between the two countries, ties 

between Hungary and Indonesia 

have developed considerably in 

recent years. Several Hungarian 

technology companies have acquired 

significant market shares in the south-

east Asian country, which can boost 

their income and development 

potential, he added. Companies 

offering advanced technology and 

high value-added fared especially 

well in Indonesia, Szijjártó said. He 

noted that a Hungarian company 

was in charge of the introduction of 

the e-toll system in Indonesia and the 

Budapest Waterworks has carried out 

a water treatment investment for 36 

million dollars. Consultations have 

started on a new 150 million dollar 

tied aid credit programme which will 

involve the installation of Hungarian-

made oncology equipment in three 

public hospitals, he added. Also, 

talks are at an advanced stage on 

the modernisation of three military 

hospitals by Hungarian companies. 

Indonesia plans to implement large 

infrastructure development schemes 

in the next few years, Szijjártó said. 

The joint investment fund will be 

set up with equal contributions by 

the two sides and will be managed in 

Hungary, he added. With the use of the 

Eximbank credit, Hungarian companies 

have a chance to be involved in 

some 1.5 billion dollars-worth of 

infrastructure development, he said. 

The strengthening of economic ties is 

demonstrated by the development of 

trade between the two countries, with 

turnover totalling an annual 200 million 

dollars, he said. The government will 

increase the number of Indonesian 

students on scholarship in Hungary 

to 100, he added.

HUNGARIAN CULTURE DAY 
MARKED  
IN ETHNIC HUNGARIAN 
COMMUNITIES

The Day of Hungarian Culture was 

marked in Oradea (Nagyvárad), in 

western Romania, where Fidesz MP 

János Halász hailed the city as “an 

intellectual hub” of the Hungarian 

people. Halász praised Oradea for its 

“strong cultural climate”, saying it had 

“its own identity, traditions, creative 

cultural energy and a proud patriotic 

community”. Senator Attila Cseke, head 

of the Bihor (Bihar) County chapter of 

the ethnic Hungarian RMDSZ party, 

said that Hungarians who valued 

their nation and culture had to fight 

for it wherever they may live. Cseke 

thanked the Hungarian government 

for its support of Romania’s ethnic 

Hungarian community, adding that 

“we realise that we’re the ones who 

have to fight the fight here at home 

every day.”

Meanwhile, Orsolya Pacsay-

Tomassich, a state secretary at 

the foreign ministry, attended a 

celebration marking the Day of 

Hungarian Culture organised by ethnic 

Hungarian party HMDK in Bilje (Bellye), 

in Croatia. She told MTI that Hungary 

views protecting minorities in the 

country as well as ethnic Hungarian 

communities in other countries as its 

national interest. Pacsay-Tomassich 

had talks with local Hungarian leaders 

on ways to improve schooling in 

Hungarian. Hungarian schools in other 

countries “should be at the forefront 

of efforts to help ethnic kin preserve 

their Hungarian identity, as well as 

provide competitive skills so that they 

can prosper in their homeland”, the 

official said. 

VARGA FORECASTS 
BREAK-EVEN BUDGET BY 
2022 OR 2023

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

Hungary’s government could draft a 

budget without a deficit by 2022 or 

2023 in an interview published in the 

latest issue of the weekly Mandiner. 

“I’m a believer that there will be a 

break-even budget - one that doesn’t 

cause a deficit -- by 2022 or 2023 at the 

latest,” Varga told the paper. “That can 
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only be achieved gradually, because 

the Hungarian economy is on a path 

of convergence,” he added.

Hungary’s government targeted 

a budget shortfall of 1.8% of GDP 

last year, calculated according to 

the European Union’s accrual-based 

accounting rules. This year, the deficit 

is set to narrow to 1% of GDP. 

Responding to criticism that tighter 

fiscal policy would mean a reduction 

of resources in areas such as health 

care, Varga said it had come to light in 

recent months that Hungary’s health-

care system is not underfinanced but 

rather faces structural challenges. “We 

put more money into the operation 

of the sector, but the debt keeps re-

accumulating. There are management 

problems, too, which need to be 

changed,” he said.

EIB LENDS HUNGARY 
EUR 150 M FOR SCHOOL 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
UPGRADES

The European Investment Bank 

(EIB) signed a 150 million euro loan 

agreement with Hungary that will 

support the development and revamp 

of schools and sports infrastructure for 

pupils. The financing will support the 

construction of eight new schools, 16 

school expansions, 20 sport halls, 26 

swimming pools and 17 handball halls, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said after 

signing the loan contract. The loan is 

a follow-up of a similar programme 

signed in 2016 worth 15 billion forints 

(EUR 44.7m). That programme allowed 

pupils access to modern sports 

facilities throughout the country. As 

in the initial programme, the EIB is 

expected to co-finance the project 

with a 50% share. At a press conference 

after signing the agreement, Varga said 

the agreement would put Hungarian 

economic policy in an increasingly 

positive light.

Hungary’s financial indices improved 

in 2016 and 2019, Varga said, with 

economic growth of an annual 5.1% 

in 2018 and around 5% in 2019, placing 

the country among the three fastest 

growing economies of the European 

Union. 

EIB vice-president Lilyana Pavlova 

said the agreement served the 

interests of Hungarian children. She 

said cooperation between the EIB and 

Hungary was “excellent”, with loans 

totalling 9.4 billion euros at the end of 

2019. Loans provided for the Hungarian 

education system reached a total of 

911 million euros by last year, she said.

MFB MAKES MORE THAN 
HUF 200 BN OF CREDIT 
AVAILABLE TO SMES

The state-owned Hungarian 

Development Bank (MFB) 

announced the launch of three 

lending programmes for local 

SMEs with a combined 205 billion 

forints (EUR 611.0m) of credit. MFB 

is doubling the amount of credit 

available for an earlier refinancing 

programme to 200 billion forints. 

It is also launching a 100 billion 

farm credit programme and a 5 

billion regional competitiveness 

programme. MFB director Balázs 

Garamvölgyi said 1,300 companies 

had already availed themselves of 

the scheme. The farm credit can be 

used for increasing the value of farm 

products, installing new technology 

and processing upgrades. The loans 

available are between 100 million 

forints and 1 billion forints with 

runs of up to ten years. The regional 

competitiveness programme targets 

companies partnering with peers in 

neighbouring countries. The loans 

are from 1 million to 50 million 

forints and run up to ten years for 

credit used to fund investments or 

acquisitions.

KARÁCSONY: BUDAPEST 
TRANSPORT COMPANY  
TO CHALLENGE FINE

Budapest’s mayor, Gergely Karácsony, 

has defended his administration’s 

decision to scrap a contract for the 

use of advertising space on the 

capital’s public transport vehicles 

and amenities, and will challenge a 

large fine levied on Budapest’s public 

transport companies for reneging on 

contract.    

Hungary’s Public Procurement 

Arbitration Board (KDB) fined Budapest 

public transport companies BKV and 

BKK a combined 115 million forints (EUR 

343,000) for voiding a tender for a 2016 

four-year contract with an estimated 

net value of 5.7 billion forints. 

After the municipal elections last 

October, Karácsony decided to prohibit 
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companies owned by the municipality 

from signing contracts on advertising 

space that span a period longer than a 

year. This decision entailed declaring 

the 2016 tender void.

Karácsony said on Facebook that 

under the 2016 deal struck by his 

Fidesz predecessor, BKV launched 

a public procurement contract for 

the company’s advertising space 

shortly before the October election, 

thereby tying its successor’s hands 

in the event Budapest residents 

voted out the Fidesz administration. 

“That’s why I voided the tender. I 

realise this harms certain economic 

and political interests, but this 

serves the people of Budapest, and 

I insist on the latter,” the mayor said, 

adding that the scale of the fine was 

“striking and unusual” and he vowed 

to appeal it in court.

V4 COUNTRIES ALIGNED 
ON VARIETY OF ISSUES, 
SURVEY FINDS

The Visegrad Group countries 

are aligned on a variety of issues, 

with two-thirds of voters saying 

the countries share a number of 

characteristics, a political analyst said, 

citing a comprehensive survey of V4 

citizens by the Nézőpont research 

institute and the International 

Visegrad Fund. Fully 47% of voters 

in the V4 countries identify as 

conservative compared with just 

24% who are leftists and 29% who are 

centrists, Márk Lajtai, senior analyst at 

Central European Perspectives said at 

an event. Hungary is the “most right 

wing” of the four countries, followed 

by the Czech Republic, with Poland 

having the most left-wing voters, 

Lajtai said. Fully 51% of respondents 

said they were satisfied with their 

government’s family policy. On the 

subject of the economy, the majority 

of respondents said they were 

cautiously optimistic about their 

country’s economic performance 

over the next five years. The institutes 

conducted a representative survey by 

asking 1,000 adults in each of the four 

countries.

IWF HEAD SUSPENDED  
ON GRAFT CHARGES

The executive board of the 

International Weightlifting Federation 

(IWF) has suspended IWF head 

Tamás Aján for 90 days, pending 

an investigation into charges of 

corruption levelled against him 

in a recent documentary aired 

on the German ARD channel, the 

insidethegames.biz website said.

The documentary aired on Jan. 

5 alleged that weightlifting was 

rife with systematic doping with 

the knowledge of IWF which had 

commissioned the Hungarian anti-

doping body (MACS) with supervising 

all large-scale competitions and 

almost all world championships. The 

film also alleged that since 1992, 23 

million dollars have been transferred 

to two Swiss bank accounts 

connected to Aján, with no record 

of the monies in IWF ledgers. The 

website noted that Aján is concluding 

his fifth term as IWF head in May and 

is not running for re-election. 

Aján and MACS have both rejected 

the charges. In response to the report, 

Aján said he had “no doubt” the probe 

would clear his and the association’s 

name, adding that he had requested 

the suspension himself to help 

the setting up of an independent 

commission.

JOBBIK DEMANDS 
INFORMATION  
ON MÁTRAI POWER 
STATION POLLUTION 
FROM ORBÁN

Conservative opposition Jobbik has 

demanded that Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán provide answers to unresolved 

questions concerning pollution linked 

to the Mátrai Erőmű, a power station 

in northern Hungary, two months ago. 

Jobbik wants to know if the source 

and cause of the pollution have been 

identified, whether the problem has 

been fixed and how much soil damage 

there is, party lawmaker Róbert Dudás 

said. They also want to know whether 

a similar incident could occur again 

and how many people’s lives would be 

affected, he added. The power station 

that supplies one-fifth of Hungary’s 

energy production has operated 

seamlessly for decades, Dudás said. 

After a change of ownership, a grain 

processing facility was built next to 

Mátrai, which is suspected to be the 

source of pollution, he said. A fine 

levied on the power station does not 
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solve the problem and “it has become 

clear that for more than two months, 

the case was surrounded by lies and 

secrecy,” he added.

GERMAN GOVT 
COMMISSIONER PRAISES 
HUNGARY’S MINORITY 
POLICY

Addressing an event in Munich 

commemorating ethnic Germans 

expelled from Hungary after 

the second world war, Bernd 

Fabritius, Germany’s government 

commissioner for national minorities, 

praised Hungary’s minority 

policy, saying it demonstrated the 

country’s historical conscience. 

The CSU politician noted that 

Hungary was the first country in 

Europe to designate a memorial 

day in honour of deported ethnic 

Germans, acknowledging the 

injustice committed in the name of 

the state. The German government 

owes the Hungarian government its 

gratitude for this, Fabritius told the 

event organised by the Hungarian 

consulate-general in Munich. 

Speaking to public media, Hungary’s 

consul-general Gábor Tordai-Lejkó 

said a significant number of those 

expelled settled in Bavaria, adding 

that about one-third of Bavarian 

families have members who arrived 

in the state as persecuted Germans.

KÁSLER: CEE ONCOLOGY 
ACADEMY PRESENTS 
‘GREAT OPPORTUNITY’

The Central-Eastern European 

Academy of Oncology set up last 

year offers great opportunities in 

prevention, diagnosis, treatment 

and research, the human resources 

minister said at the academy’s 

founding meeting in Budapest. 

International cooperation will provide 

opportunities for the region, Miklós 

Kásler said. The main aims include 

prevention, coordination between 

central European countries’ cancer 

treatment programmes and setting up 

a network of coordinated treatment 

protocols, Kásler said. The academy 

will take on the oncological care of 260 

million people, based on a professional 

network and a clear-cut definition of 

treatment stages, he said.

The academy will lay down 

guidelines on the optimal 

courses of action in all stages, 

he added, to be used f lexibly, 

in view of the various types of 

cancer. The institute’s activities 

will encompass prevention, early 

diagnosis, scans, diagnostics, 

therapy and training, Kásler said, 

calling for “energy, capacity 

and funds” to be invested into 

the development of screening 

methods for oral and lung cancers.

WIZZ AIR TO LAUNCH 
BUDAPEST-SANTANDER 
FLIGHT

Hungarian low-cost airline 

Wizz Air on Thursday said it will 

launch direct f lights between 

Budapest and Santander, 

Spain from June 2. The carrier 

will operate the scheduled 

f lights two times a week over 

the summer season. Wizz Air 

already operates seven other 

direct f lights between Hungary 

and Spain, including f lights to 

Barcelona and Madrid.

RECORD AMOUNT  
OF HEROIN SEIZED AT 
RÖSZKE

Border patrol authorities 

apprehended a British national after 

finding 22kg of heroin in their car, 

the Hungarian tax authority NAV 

said. The driver attempted to cross 

the Hungarian-Serbian border at 

Röszke, in southern Hungary, NAV 

said. The border patrol detected 

traces of changes in the inside of the 

car and removed the front seats and 

the upholstery to discover over 22kg 

of what the speed test identified as 

heroin, it said. The scoop’s street 

value is about 264 million forints 

(EUR 787,000), NAV said.


