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At his press conference, marking the Day of Hungarian Culture, Karácsony said that a “paradigm shift” was taking place 

at City Hall itself: the complex now houses not only the activities of the municipality, politicians and administrators, but 

local residents, too, noting that the Budapest Galéria art gallery will move from the Bálna (Whale) building into one of the 

City Hall’s side wings, while the Merlin Theatre situated in the complex will be renovated. Insisting that “the government 

is intent on occupying all areas of culture”, Karácsony said “city leaders bear great responsibility for protecting cultural 

freedom”. Decision-makers, he added, should “open up opportunities for contemporary culture” rather than setting rules. 

Deputy mayor Erzsébet Gy. Németh said preserving cultural traditions and freedoms and allowing for the development 

of contemporary culture simultaneously was crucial for the nation’s survival. “Governments that use culture for their own 

representation build a past for themselves rather than building a future for the country,” she added.

Budapest’s new leadership is committed to protecting the city’s cultural diversity “at 
a time when the government is tempted to use culture for its own purposes”, Mayor 
Gergely Karácsony has said.
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MINISTRY: THEATRES 
BENEFITTING FROM STATE 
SUBSIDIES

Government subsidies for theatres 

have gone up by 15 billion forints 

since 2010, the human resources 

ministry said. Several theatres in 

Budapest and major cities across the 

country are undergoing upgrades. 

“Since 2010, the government has 

spent two and a half times more 

on culture and has earmarked 584 

billion forints (EUR 1.74bn) for the 

sector in 2020,” the ministry said in a 

statement. An additional 500 million 

forints of central subsidies for Budapest 

theatres has been made available since 

last year, and theatres in other cities 

have seen funding increases of 30% 

on average. Government support for 

independent theatres has gone up by 

20% compared with 2019, the ministry 

said.

In Budapest, projects include 

a 2 billion forint upgrade of the 

National Theatre’s stage system, the 

refurbishment of the State Opera 

House and the completion of its Eiffel 

Workshop. The government is setting 

aside 700 million forints to fund a 

permanent home for the Hungarian 

National Dance Ensemble. Plans also 

include refurbishing the József Attila 

Theatre. Completed projects in major 

cities include the upgrade of the 

Kaposvár Csiky Gergely Theatre and 

Nyíregyhaza open-air theatre. Other 

refurbishment projects are under way 

in Debrecen, Veszprém and Szolnok.

The culture law passed last year 

has created transparency and 

predictability for theatre managers, the 

statement said. Local councils retain 

the right to decide freely whether or 

not to run their own theatre, and if 

so, whether to do so solely from their 

own budget or with a state subsidy. 

The deadline for municipalities to ask 

the central government to co-run local 

theatres is March 1, the ministry said, 

adding that new contracts stipulating 

state funding for 2020 would be 

concluded after that time.

BUDAPEST MAYOR: ‘WE 
ARE DELIVERING ON 
CAMPAIGN PROMISES’

Budapest’s mayor, Gergely Karácsony, 

has said in an interview to public 

television that his administration 

was in the process of delivering on 

promises made in the local election 

campaign. In the interview to M1 

broadcast on Tuesday evening, 

Karácsony commented on his first 100 

days in office, saying his administration 

comprising officials of the national 

opposition parties was working on its 

programme “systematically”. At the 

same time, he said the administration 

was forced to contend with “debt 

accumulated over the past 30 years”.

Asked about the possibility of 

banning diesel cars, Karácsony said 

the job of the city administration 

was to offer alternatives to car use. 

In many cases, there is no current 

alternative to getting around by car, 

he added. Work is progressing to boost 

environmentally friendly transport 

and making improvements to public 

transport, while broadening the 

possibilities for safe cycling, he said. 

The mayor said western European 

models of low-emission zones in 

neighbourhoods with poor air 

quality were being examined. These 

models did not necessarily include the 

banning of diesel cars, he added.

On the subject of plans to renovate 

the Chain Bridge, Karácsony said his 

predecessor had put aside 26 billion 

forints (EUR 77.6m) for the project but 

it would end up costing double that 

amount. He said there was no technical 

leeway for narrowing the cost gap. 

Karácsony said his administration 

had mulled whether to go ahead 

with renovating the castle tunnel at 

the bridgehead on the Buda side on 

Chain Bridge. He said it had turned to 

the central government with a request 

to increase its side of the funding, but 

without success. So negotiations will 

be made on lowering costs. If this does 

not succeed, another tender will have 

to be launched, he added.

Asked about his national political 

party Párbeszéd, of which he is co-

leader, and a possible move to join 

the green opposition LMP party, he 

said that whereas it was a legitimate 

idea, no plans were in the offing for the 

time being. Asked whether he would 

like to apologise for his statement 

that he had not been invited to 

speak on public media – in light of a 

recent invitation to appear on public 

television’s culture channel M5 which 

he had rejected – Karácsony said he 
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would be willing to apologise had it 

not been the case that not a single 

public media channel dealing with 

domestic politics had sought him, the 

newly elected mayor, for an interview 

in the past few months.

ORBÁN STARTS INDONESIA 
VISIT

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán arrived in 

Yogyakarta on Wednesday, the PM’s 

press chief told MTI. The prime minister 

was met by Sultan Hamengkubuwono 

X, governor of the Yogyakarta Special 

Region, at the airport. The two leaders 

then had talks on issues such as 

investment opportunities with special 

regard to water management. Orbán is 

scheduled to attend a board meeting 

of the Centrist Democrat International, 

of which he is a vice president, and 

have talks with Indonesia President 

Joko Widodo in Jakarta on Thursday.

KOVÁCS: EUROPEAN 
LIBERALS’ MIGRATION 
PROPOSAL REFLECTS 
“SOROS PLAN”

The European Parliament’s Renew 

Europe group’s recent “pro-migration” 

proposal reflects the “Soros plan”, 

Zoltán Kovács, state secretary at the 

prime minister’s cabinet office, said 

in a video posted on Facebook. “One 

could think that nearly five years 

after the migration crisis Europe’s 

responsible politicians have admitted 

the failure of their pro-migration 

policy,” Kovács said, adding, however, 

that “unfortunately, the situation 

is different”. Parties in the Renew 

Europe group, including Hungary’s 

Momentum, “see an opportunity 

rather than a hazard in migration; 

they would manage [migration] rather 

than stem it”, Kovács said. “They seek 

to promote the influx of migrants and 

allow for the unification of families, 

they would grant migrants citizenship 

and oblige European Union members 

to participate in their distribution,” the 

state secretary insisted. “What all this 

means is putting pro-migration plans, 

which failed so spectacularly in 2015, 

back on the agenda.”

OMBUDSMAN TO 
PROBE GYÖNGYÖSPATA 
SEGREGATION CASE

The deputy ombudsman for 

ethnic minorities has launched an 

investigation into the issue of a 

compensation payment over Roma 

school segregation in Gyöngyöspata, 

in north-eastern Hungary, the 

ombudsman’s office said. In a 

statement, the office noted that 

court rulings in the case had cited a 

2011 report by the ombudsman for 

national and ethnic minorities on the 

segregation of Roma students in a 

Gyöngyöspata school.

Erzsébet Sándor Szalay expressed 

concern for recent developments in 

the case, namely the debates on the 

rulings on the compensations and 

the “rising public tension”. She said 

recent developments around the issue 

could involuntarily promote anti-Roma 

stereotypes within the greater society. 

The deputy ombudsman said teaching 

integrated classrooms was the only 

truly effective method of education. 

Sándor Szalay said she will look into 

recent developments in Gyöngyöspata 

and release an opinion on it in the near 

future.

SOMALI MAN ARRESTED 
FOR ALLEGED RAPE

A 30 year-old Somali citizen living 

in Budapest under subsidiary 

protection status has been arrested 

after allegedly raping a woman 

in Budapest, the capital’s police 

headquarters said. The 25-year-old 

woman and a female friend met 

the suspect and another man in an 

entertainment venue in Budapest’s 

party district late on Monday, the 

police said on its website. The suspect 

accompanied her alone out of the 

venue, suggesting going to a park 

to smoke a joint. When she refused 

his sexual advances, he allegedly hit 

and kicked her multiple times before 

raping her and stealing her phone, the 

statement said. An American passer-

by heard her screams and went to 

help. The suspect allegedly hit and 

kicked him before running away. 

He reported the incident to police 

who arrested the suspect at nearby 

Teleki Square. The suspect is being 

in custody while pre-trial detention is 

requested on the grounds of sexual 

assault, robbery, serious bodily harm 

and drug use. The suspect has denied 

the charges.
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HYDROGEN-POWERED 
DRONE DEVELOPED IN C 
HUNGARY

What is being touted as the world’s 

first hydrogen fuel cell-powered 

aircraft that could be made 

suitable for carrying passengers 

has been unveiled at Jakabszállás 

airport in central Hungary. The 

Hungarian-American development 

was presented in the attendance 

of Minister of Innovation and 

Technology László Palkovics, who 

told a news conference that the 

government regards the aerospace 

industry as a key sector. Whereas 

automotive is the Hungarian 

economy’s flagship industry, 

investments in recent years are putting 

aerospace in a stronger position, he 

added. He noted that the government 

has the hydrogen economy as a 

separate chapter in its recently 

unveiled energy and climate strategy, 

alongside AI, industry 4.0 and 5G.

BUDGET DEFICIT 122% / 
2019 FY TARGET

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a 1,219 

billion forint deficit (EUR 3.6bn) at 

the end of December, the Finance 

Ministry has confirmed in a second 

reading. The shortfall was 122.1% 

of the full-year target. In December 

alone, the budget was 452.7 billion 

in the red. The ministry noted pre-

financing for European Union funded 

projects came to 1,556.8 billion 

forints in 2019, while transfers from 

Brussels came to 1,468.6 billion.

With healthy consumption and 

GDP growth of around 5%, VAT 

revenue rose by 603.7 billion forints, 

while revenue from personal income 

tax increased by 247.2 billion, the 

ministry said.

Spending was lifted by 

investments as part of the 

Modern Cities and Hungarian 

Village schemes, road and railway 

upgrades, and incentives for 

business investments to improve 

competitiveness. Also, family support 

measures that included subsidised 

loans for expectant mothers and 

purchase subsidies for large families 

buying 7-seater vehicles and wage 

rises in the public sector boosted the 

spending side, it added.

Based on EU accrual-based 

accounting rules, the budget is 

likely to show a deficit well below 

3% of GDP required under EU rules. 

The government targets a shortfall 

of 1.8%.

AGROMASHEXPO FARM 
FAIR OPENS IN BUDAPEST

Minister of Agriculture István 

Nagy opened the 38th annual 

Agromashexpo farm exhibition 

at the Hungexpo fairgrounds in 

Budapest on Wednesday. The 

expo, which runs until Saturday, will 

feature almost 350 exhibitors and 

is expected to draw 50,000 visitors.


