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The European Union must therefore end its practice of negative discrimination of nuclear energy, Péter Szijjártó told the 

6th Central and Eastern Europe Nuclear Industry Congress. He said the EU must not only ensure uniform criteria, but even 

promote nuclear energy, and argued that nuclear power plants can produce electricity safely, in a “green”, cheap and 

predictable way in the long term. Hungary is a leader in fighting climate change, Szijjártó said, adding that the country’s 

nuclear investments could ensure that 90% of its electricity production would be carbon-neutral by 2030.

Szijjártó said Hungary has made it clear over the past decades that it is serious about its use of nuclear and clean energy. 

Hungary’s upgraded nuclear power plant in Paks will help save 17 million tonnes in carbon emissions, he said, noting that 

the country’s transport sector produces an annual 12 million tonnes in CO2 emissions. In other words, he said, the two new 

blocks in Paks will help save 1.5 times that amount.

Without the use of nuclear energy, Europe will not be able to achieve its objective of 
climate neutrality by 2050, Hungary’s foreign minister said in Prague.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: Eu SHOuLD EMBraCE nuCLEar EnErGy

Hungarian Banking association holds 
press event

Finance ministry releases detailed 
2019 budget report

aGrOmashEXPO opens

Day of Hungarian Culture

34th European Water Polo 
Championships in Budapest
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Croatia, Israel play for 9th place in the European Water Polo Championships 
in Budapest
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GOVT SETS uP BuDaPEST 
‘POLICy WOrKSHOP’

The central government has set up a 

policy workshop focusing on Budapest 

and the metropolitan area. Budapest 

Development Centre nonprofit (BKF) 

will be headed by Dávid Vitézy, a former 

head of Budapest’ transport authority. 

The head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

Gergely Gulyás, noted on Tuesday that 

Budapest is Hungary’s most important 

city in terms of its role, population 

and opportunities. BFK will operate 

as a professional workshop to guide 

Budapest policy under the direction 

of Balázs Fürjes, state secretary for the 

development of Budapest and the 

Budapest metropolitan area, he told MTI. 

Budapest’s mayor, Gergely Karácsony, has 

given consent for BKF to use the name.

Fürjes said Vitézy, as CEO of the 

development centre, would “bring 

significant added value to the 

government’s work in Budapest”. 

“As a former successful leader [of 

the Budapest Transport Centre BKK] 

... Vitézy will be one of the most 

experienced professionals working on 

urban development,” he said, noting 

the two will cooperate closely.

FIDESZ MP urGES 
FurTHEr TaLKS 
COnCErnInG 
GyÖnGyÖSPaTa 
SEGrEGaTIOn VICTIMS 

Negotiations between the government 

and the families of Roma children 

formerly segregated in a school in 

northern Hungary should continue 

so that the children are provided 

“customised education opportunities” 

rather than compensation in cash as 

set out in a recent court ruling, László 

Horváth, ruling Fidesz MP of the area 

told a press conference. Horváth urged 

that the talks should be held directly 

with the families, rather than with the 

foundation which has represented 

the segregated children because the 

foundation has “lost its credibility”. 

The MP insisted that the foundation 

has “used the children for financial and 

political gains”. 

According to the binding ruling by an 

appeals court, the local government of 

Gyöngyöspata and the school authority 

should jointly pay 60 affected families 

the larger part of nearly 100 million 

forints (EUR 300,000) in compensation. 

The school authority proposed 

education and other services rather 

than paying cash, but the complainants’ 

legal representative turned that offer 

down. The foundation, which Horváth 

said was “supported by George Soros”, 

has encouraged the families “to come 

up with a provocative proposal which 

does not show any readiness for 

agreement”. Horváth said “it would be 

good to see” the agreement between 

the foundation and the complainants 

to ascertain if “there is a component 

which could yield financial gains” to 

that organisation. He also thanked 

teachers at the school which the court 

condemned for segregating Roma 

children, for their “consistent efforts 

among difficult circumstances”.

SuSPECTED IS 
TErrOrIST’S CaSE 
COnTInuES In BuDaPEST

The Budapest Municipal Court on 

Tuesday held another hearing in the 

case of Hassan F., a Syrian national 

charged with terrorism and mass 

murder, arrested at Budapest’s 

international airport in December 

2018. Hassan F. was arrested when 

he presented false documents at the 

airport for himself and a woman in his 

company, and was to be expelled from 

Hungary. The suspicion of his having 

been a member of the Islamic State 

terrorist organisation and participating 

in several executions in 2015 was 

raised in March last year. At a hearing 

in November last year, the suspect 

denied all charges and said he had not 

been in Syria in 2015, having fled to 

Turkey with his family the previous year. 

The municipal court said it had 

sought information from the UN 

High Commissioner for Refugees 

office in Budapest as to when Hassan 

F. had arrived in Turkey but received 

no answer to their enquiry. The court 

has requested the justice ministry to 

apply for international legal assistance 

to obtain the necessary information. 

Concerning video footage about an 

execution in Syria, the court’s expert 

said that it was of bad quality and it 

could not be ascertained if the suspect 

was in it. One of two forensic experts 

for the court also declined to provide 

an opinion due to the poor quality of 

the footage, while the other said it was 
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53.3% likely that a man in the footage 

was Hassan F. The court will hold its 

next hearing on Thursday when it will 

hear witnesses in Belgium and Malta 

by way of a tele-conference.

JuSTICE MInISTEr: 
GOVT MaInTaInS ZErO 
TOLEranCE aGaInST 
anTI-SEMITISM

The government maintains zero 

tolerance against anti-Semitism, 

Justice Minister Judit Varga said after 

an event in the former Auschwitz-

Birkenau concentration camp in 

Poland. Varga was invited by the 

European Jewish Association to 

participate in a commemorative event 

marking the 75th anniversary of the 

liberation of the concentration camp. 

She headed a Hungarian delegation 

and laid a wreath at the wall of 

victims. She addressed a symposium 

in Krakow which was also attended by 

Jan Jambon, former Belgian minister 

of the interior, and Antonio Tajani, 

former president of the European 

Parliament.

Varga said that in addition to 

proclaiming zero tolerance against 

anti-Semitism, the Hungarian 

government included Holocaust 

denial in the criminal code, introduced 

a memorial day for the victims of the 

Holocaust and successfully organised 

a European Maccabi Games. She 

added that Europe’s second largest 

Jewish community lived in Budapest 

“in even greater peace and safety than 

anywhere else in Europe”.

COurT ruLES In FrauD 
CaSE In LInE WITH OLaF 
rECOMMEnDaTIOn

Acting on the recommendation 

of the EU’s anti-corruption office 

(OLAF), a Hungarian court has 

found the co-owners of a medical 

company guilty of fraudulently 

using European Union and 

Hungarian budget funds. The case 

concerns a bid for funds to purchase 

medical equipment in 2008 by the 

co-owners of a medical company 

claiming to set up a regional 

diagnostics centre, the Budapest 

prosecution office said in a 

statement. But with the involvement 

of a Slovak firm and an off-shore 

company in the Seychelles, they 

defrauded the Hungarian state of 

214 million forints (EUR 630,000) by 

itemising in their tender overpriced 

diagnostic equipment which was 

then purchased from a Slovak 

company for 101 million forints. A 

“commission” on the purchase price 

ended up offshore. Meanwhile, the 

equipment was not put into service 

or used in the region where it was 

supposed to be installed. 

The Metropolitan Court of Appeal 

sentenced the primary defendant -- 

who had already been found guilty 

of large-scale budgetary fraud in 

a separate case -- to three years in 

prison. The associate was fined 1.2 

million forints and has paid 214 

million forints back to the state, the 

statement said.

MaJOrITy OF 
HunGarIanS rEJECT 
COMPEnSaTIOn 
PayMEnTS TO InMaTES

Three-quarters of Hungarians reject the 

payment of compensation to inmates 

who have taken Hungary to court over 

insufficient prison conditions which 

has been described by ruling Fidesz 

as a “prison business”, a fresh survey 

by the Századvég Foundation shows.  

Századvég surveyed Hungarians’ views 

on court rulings that recently caused 

significant public debate because 

they involved the state having to pay 

significant compensation to inmates. 

“Hungarian voters have a negative 

opinion on the procedures that have 

been initiated with the involvement of 

NGOs linked to [US financier] George 

Soros,” Századvég said citing the results 

of the survey.

More than two-thirds or 78% of 

those interviewed said they did not 

share the NGOs position that it was 

fair to demand compensation and 

only 14% said the opposite. Some 8% 

of those interviewed said they had 

no opinion in the matter. The survey 

also showed that 86% of right-wing 

voters and 73% of centrists rejected 

compensation payment proposed 

by NGOs, as against 7% and 19%, 

respectively, agreeing with NGOs and 

7% and 8%, respectively, not having 

an opinion. Among left-wing voters, 

69% said they were against paying 

compensation, 23% said it was fair to 

pay and 8% said they had no opinion.
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FInanCE MInISTEr: Eu 
CLIMaTE STraTEGy COSTS 
SHOuLD BE BOrnE By 
BIGGEST POLLuTErS

One of the most important aspects 

when devising the European Union’s 

climate strategy is that it must not 

impose disproportionate costs 

and burdens on any member state, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga told an 

Ecofin meeting. Hungary agrees with 

the EU’s climate goals but it must be 

made clear that they must not lead to 

increases in energy and food prices 

and consumers should not be made 

to bear its additional costs, the Finance 

Ministry quoted Varga as saying in a 

debate on the European Green Deal.

The minister highlighted the role 

of the EU’s new Just Transition Fund 

in ensuring that disadvantaged 

regions are given sufficient help in 

transitioning to carbon neutrality. He 

criticised the European Commission’s 

proposed allocation of funds to 

member states under which Hungary 

stands to receive only 1.2% of the 

funding available. Varga said the 

EU should work out a customised 

incentive scheme for each member 

state when it comes to transitioning to 

clean energy, arguing that they all had 

different energy mixes. Hungary, for 

instance, would substitute its coal-fired 

power plants with the use of natural 

gas, he said. The EU should place 

greater emphasis on the individual 

characteristics of member states, 

Varga said, pointing out that since 

the majority of Hungarians own their 

homes, the funding the bloc plans to 

give to businesses would be of little 

help when it comes to improving the 

energy efficiency of homes. 

Concerning the taxation of the 

digital economy, Varga told the council 

that it was important that digital 

businesses could be taxed as if they 

operated with a traditional business 

model.

POTÁPI HOLDS TaLKS 
WITH ETHnIC HunGarIan 
LEaDErS In C rOManIa

The Carpathian Basin is becoming 

more unified, not just in the area 

of culture, but also education, 

the economy and the media, a 

government official said after talks 

with ethnic Hungarian local leaders in 

Sfântu Gheorghe (Sepsiszentgyörgy), in 

central Romania. The year of national 

cohesion allows Hungarians to 

remember their achievements of the 

past century in culture, education, the 

economy and sports, rather than just 

focusing on historical traumas, Árpád 

János Potápi, the state secretary in 

charge of Hungarian communities 

abroad, told a press conference he held 

jointly with Sfântu Gheorghe Mayor 

Árpád Antal and Covasna County local 

council chair Sándor Tamás. 

Antal said it was important that 

Transylvania Hungarians make the 

best use of the taxes they pay and the 

European Union funding available 

to them instead of simply relying 

on support from Hungary. Sándor 

said Szeklerland strived to be the 

“internal motherland” of Transylvania 

Hungarians.

PaLKOVICS DISCuSSES 
rOaD SaFETy, 
SuSTaInaBLE TranSPOrT 
WITH FIa PrESIDEnT

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics discussed road safety 

measures and sustainable transport 

solutions with Jean Todt, president 

of the International Automobile 

Federation (FIA), in Paris on Monday. 

Speaking to MTI after his talks with 

Todt, Palkovics said the FIA president 

had asked him to present Hungary’s 

measures aimed at improving road 

safety to the United Nations’ road 

safety council. Hungary joined the 

UN’s road safety initiative last July 

and undertook to draft a scheme that 

would completely eliminate fatal traffic 

accidents by 2050, Palkovics noted. 

Palkovics and Todt’s talks also touched 

on the introduction of autonomous 

vehicles.

The minister said Todt invited 

him to present Hungary’s measures 

aimed at improving road safety at 

next month’s FIA High Level Panel 

for Road Safety and the 3rd Global 

Ministerial Conference on Road Safety 

in Stockholm. They also agreed that 

the innovation and technology 

ministry will organise conferences 

on sustainable transport systems 

and road safety in Budapest in 

August, ahead of the FIA Formula One 

Hungarian Grand Prix.
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MInEraL WaTEr 
COMPanIES MaKE 
SuSTaInaBILITy 
COMMITMEnTS

Hungarian mineral water and 

soft drink makers have pledged 

to increase the share of recycled 

plastics in bottles to 50% by 2030, 

the industry association MAGYUSZ 

said, adding that they are the first 

among Hungarian food industry 

sectors to make sustainability 

commitments. Each company 

will launch their own campaign 

to popularise the selective 

collection of beverage packaging. 

The association said it would be 

justified to establish a PET bottle 

recycling plant in Hungary with 

support from the European Union 

and the government and called for 

incentives to support the expansion 

of recycled packaging materials.  

Members of the association 

contribute around 3 billion forints 

(EUR 9m) a year to the cost of 

the selective collection of drinks 

packaging through the environmental 

product fee paid to the central 

budget.

BaCH FOr aLL FESTIVaL 
BEGInS On MarCH 16

Bach for All Festival (Bach Mindenkinek 

Fesztivál) is taking place this year, free 

of charge, in 100 cities and localities 

in the Carpathian Basin in concert 

halls, churches, schools, hospitals, 

underpasses and squares from March 16 

to 22, with artists volunteering their time 

in aid of the child ambulance charity 

foundation Magyar Gyermekmentő 

Alapítvány. Audiences will also be asked 

to make donations to the charity, László 

Zalán Kovács, the festival’s director, told a 

news conference. The festival will feature 

the National Philharmonic Orchestra, 

Honvéd Male Choir, Hungarian State 

Opera Orchestra, Kodály Philharmonic 

Orchestra in Debrecen and the Kodály 

Choir among others. The opening 

concert will take place in the Eiffel 

Workshop of the State Opera House, 

and the closing concert will be hosted 

by the Gödöllő Royal Palace.

Éva Gesztes of the Hungarian 

Children’s Rescue Foundation 

said money raised will go towards 

purchasing a mobile ventilator suitable 

for babies, children and adults. At the 

press conference, a new ventilator-

anesthesia machine, purchased from 

3.5 million forints raised at the festival 

in 2019, was unveiled at Bethesda 

Children’s Hospital.

SZIGET FESTIVaL FETCHES 
InTL GrEEn aWarD

Budapest’s Sziget Festival has received 

the international Greener Festival 

Award. The European Festivals 

Association said the objectives and 

the programmes of the Sziget Festival 

had more of a green focus than on 

average, the organisers of Sziget said. 

This year’s awardees include festival 

of 15 countries that are committed 

to sustainability while seeking to take 

the environment into consideration in 

key areas such as water consumption, 

transport and the protection of the 

ecosystem.

“Environmental awareness has been 

a priority for the Sziget Festival since 

the start,” the festival’s chief organiser, 

Tamás Kádár, said in a statement. “In 

the past few years, we have put a 

premium on creating conditions 

on the broadest possible scale for a 

sustainable festival,” he added. The 

award was presented in Groningen 

on Sunday.


