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Hungary appreciates German efforts to quell tensions in Libya, Péter Szijjártó told Hungarian journalists during a break of 

a meeting of EU foreign ministers in Brussels, noting that the Berlin initiative had brought the United States, Russia, China 

and the EU to the same table. Hungary supports every effort to bring about a ceasefire and a political resolution to the 

conflict, he said, adding that it was important to ward off any increase in migration that may accompany the resumption of 

the EU’s naval operation combatting human trafficking networks across the Mediterranean. The operation’s ships should 

not be used to transport migrants to Europe, he cautioned. In connection with the Sahel, Szijjártó said migration from 

the region was putting Europe under heightened pressure. Hungary’s policy of providing aid where it is needed instead 

of “importing problems” to Europe has concentrated on the region. This policy, he added, was already reaping dividends.

The EU must deal with instability in the Sahel region which, similarly to the situation in 
Libya, could further increase pressure on Europe due to migration, Hungary’s foreign 
minister has said.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
BACKS EU MILITARY 
TRAINING MISSION

Referring to the EU military training 

mission aimed at reforming militaries 

in north Africa that maintain stability, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

Hungary supported the mission’s 

extension as part of its own policy 

of providing help where it is needed. 

Hungary has tripled to 21 the 

number of soldiers that contribute 

to EU operations that boost stability 

and fight terrorism in the region, 

he added. The minister said the 

EU should focus on improving 

conditions in the countries of would-

be migrants, in order to prevent their 

exodus, instead of redistributing 

migrants who are already in Europe.

Meanwhile, asked about the 

European Parliament’s recent 

resolution condemning Hungary 

and Poland in connection with 

the rule of law, Szijjártó referred 

to the European People’s Party 

from which Hungary’s ruling Fidesz 

party has been suspended, saying 

the EPP “is moving towards the left 

in leaps and bounds”. “It is clear 

that some of its leaders want the 

EPP to move even further to the 

lef t to pursue what they say is 

a centrist policy,” Szijjártó said. 

There are, however, other countries 

that share Hungary’s view that the 

EPP would be successful were it to 

pursue a characteristic right-wing 

policy.

MATOLCSY CALLS FOR 
EURO-ZONE REFORM

Central bank governor György 

Matolcsy has called for the reform of 

the euro zone and a “rethink” of the 

Maastricht criteria. Addressing the 

bank’s annual Lámfalussy Lectures 

event focusing on sustainable 

convergence, Matolcsy called on 

members of the European community 

to start dialogue on reforming the 

euro zone. Hungary has been on a 

path of sustainable convergence 

since 2013, with economic growth at 

an average 3.8%, 2 percentage points 

above the euro zone average, he said. 

GDP per capita is at 73% of the EU 

average and public debt is expected 

to drop below 60% of GDP by 2022, 

he added. Besides positive changes, 

Hungary needs new reforms to address 

competitiveness and this would also 

require a dialogue with international 

partners, he said. Twenty years after the 

introduction of the euro, some basic 

conditions have still not been fulfilled, 

and new dialogue is needed on ways 

to reform the euro zone, Matolcsy 

said. The thirtieth anniversary of the 

Maastricht Treaty in 2022 will provide 

an excellent opportunity to do this, 

he added. The first ten years of the 

euro zone were successful but since 

the global financial crisis, numerous 

problems and unresolved issues have 

developed, he said. 

At a preceding event of the 

conference on Sunday, the National 

Bank of Hungary presented Peter 

Praet, former Chief Economist of 

the European Central Bank with the 

Lámfalussy Prize which recognises 

“outstanding financial and economic 

professionals who performed 

internationally acclaimed professional 

work, scientific publications or 

educational work that have a major 

long-term impact on the development 

of the Hungarian and international 

monetary policy, economics and the 

professional community”.

FIDESZ: MOMENTUM 
EP GROUP WANTS TO 
IMPLEMENT ‘SOROS PLAN’

Renew Europe, the liberal party group 

of the European Parliament which 

includes Hungary’s Momentum 

as a member, wants to implement 

the “Soros plan” on migration, 

the spokesman of ruling Fidesz’s 

parliamentary group has said. Several 

components of Renew Europe’s 

recently released package of proposals 

on how the EU should tackle migration 

are “quite familiar from the Soros plan,” 

János Halász told a press conference. 

The liberals want to turn Europe 

into an open society, a continent of 

immigrants through introducing 

migrant quotas and they want to give 

“Soros organisations” greater influence 

in tackling migration, he said. They also 

“want to give migrants citizenship” of a 

European country, Halász said, adding 

that a citizenship would not only 

ensure masses of migrants the right to 

vote, but would entirely “restructure 

Europe’s culture” within a short period 
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of time. Further, the liberals want to 

accelerate the process of settling 

migrants in Europe, as they also seek 

to curb the powers of nation states in 

asylum decisions, Halász said. “We keep 

hearing these proposals from migration 

supporters and from the Soros network, 

and the liberals are once again trying 

to realise them by way of a new plan in 

the new European Parliament,” he said.

Halász called the plan “clearly 

dangerous for Europe and Hungary”, 

adding that Fidesz had “no doubt” 

that Hungarian opposition parties 

including Momentum would support 

it, “once again going against the will of 

Hungarian people”.

JUSTICE MIN: GOVT 
COMMITTED TO FIGHTING 
VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN 

The Hungarian government is committed 

to fighting violence against women, 

Judit Varga, the justice minister, told MTI. 

The government “wants to tackle the 

problem through the rigor of the law, 

ensuring real assistance in cooperation 

with civil partners rather than through 

ratifying international agreements”, 

Varga said, dismissing critical remarks 

by the opposition concerning shelters 

for women. “The system has helped 

those in trouble at a high professional 

level for years,” she insisted, noting that 

the national crisis management centre 

had a 24 hour hotline and victims of 

violence could get instant help. Across 

the country there are shelters for a total 

300 victims of domestic violence, child 

abuse, prostitution or slave trade, she 

said, adding that the centre in Miskolc, 

in northern Hungary, receives an annual 

12,000 telephone calls and has so far 

provided personal assistance to 2,700 

people.

INFERTILITY DRUGS, 
EXAMINATIONS FREE OF 
CHARGE FROM FEB 1

The government is committed to 

helping childless couples, and will 

make infertility drugs and related 

examinations available free of charge 

from February 1, the state secretary in 

charge of health care has said. Ildikó 

Horváth also announced new protocols 

to ensure updated diagnostic and 

therapeutic procedures. She added 

that the government has increased the 

number of fertility treatment centres to 

12 nationwide. An annual 10.6 billion 

forints (EUR 11.8m) is now available to 

finance diagnostic procedures and 

drugs that patients have so far had to 

pay for. Currently, one in seven married 

couples in Hungary is childless, affecting 

150,000 people. The government 

expects the number of births to 

reach 4,000 in 2022 thanks to the new 

scheme, she added.

PÁRBESZÉD MP SLAMS 
GOVT’S ‘POPULIST’ 
ECONOMIC POLICY

Párbeszéd lawmaker Tamás Mellár has 

slammed the government’s “populist 

economic policy”, saying it relied on 

artificial means to keep Hungary’s 

annual GDP growth rate at around 

4-5%. Citing the preliminary 2021 and 

2022 budget figures, Mellár told a press 

conference on Monday that Hungary’s 

economic growth was based on a 

threefold increase in government 

spending. But he warned that this 

policy would eventually result in an 

overheated and distorted economy. 

Mellár said the government was 

laying the foundations of Hungary’s 

“fragile bubble economy” on the 

construction sector. “It’s pouring 

money into iron, steel and concrete 

instead of technological developments 

that would increase exports,” he said. 

Still, he said the biggest problem was 

the uneven distribution of the benefits 

of the country’s growth. The assets 

of private bankers increased by 20% 

last year, Mellár said, adding that this 

wealth was concentrated in the hands 

of a mere 47,000 people. “But there’s no 

funding available for quality growth,” 

he said.

Mellár said the government’s 

economic policy would not 

improve Hungary’s level of 

competitiveness, arguing that it 

impeded the development of small 

and medium-sized companies while 

causing corporations to become 

unaccustomed to competition due 

to their positions of monopoly. 

LMP CALLS FOR 
RATIFICATION OF 
ISTANBUL CONVENTION

The opposition LMP party has called 

for changes to the law and reinforced 
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warning systems to combat domestic 

violence. LMP lawmaker Krisztina 

Hohn, at a press conference called for 

Hungary’s ratification of the Istanbul 

Convention, which she said would 

ensure all measures needed to tackle 

the problem. The MP suggested 

that the police should have specific 

departments focusing on violence 

within the family, adding that 

cooperation between state agencies 

and civil groups was also crucially 

important. “Domestic violence is not 

a private affair and its treatment cannot 

depend on the victim’s readiness to 

file a criminal complaint,” Hohn said, 

calling for information campaigns 

so that potential victims are aware 

of whom they can turn to in order to 

seek help.  

VIKING SIGYN  
CAPTAIN BACK UNDER 
HOUSE ARREST

A Budapest court has ordered the 

Ukrainian captain of a cruise ship 

which collided with a sightseeing boat 

in central Budapest last spring to be 

released from custody and placed back 

in house arrest, a spokesman for the 

municipal chief prosecutor’s office said 

on Monday. Ferenc Rab said the court’s 

ruling went against the prosecution’s 

position, adding, however, that the 

prosecutor’s office has “exhausted 

all its procedural options for the time 

being”.

On May 29, the Viking Sigyn cruise 

ship collided with the Hableány 

sightseeing boat with 33 South 

Korean tourists on board and a crew 

of two Hungarians. Seven tourists 

were rescued from the water after the 

collision and the rest died. The body 

of one of the accident’s 28 victims has 

still not been recovered. 

MINISTRY LOOKS  
TO DOCTORS  
TO TAKE FIRST STEP  
IN ELIMINATING ‘TIPS’

The state secretary in charge of 

health care has called on doctors to 

seek a consensus within the medical 

profession in connection with patients 

tipping doctors. Ildikó Horváth reacted 

to a recent proposal by medical 

chamber MOK that both offering and 

accepting tips should be considered 

criminal offences.

She said in an interview to public 

radio that doctors themselves should 

define “what criminalisation should 

involve”. The chamber failed to specify 

“whether it would mean fining doctors 

and patients or jailing them,” she 

added.  Once doctors have “a clear 

stance based on broad a consensus”, 

the ministry will be ready to negotiate, 

Horváth said. Concerning MOK’s 

proposal to raise doctors’ salaries, 

Horváth said the chamber should join 

talks under way on hiking wages across 

the sector.

MAGYAR SUZUKI  
TO MAKE ONLY HYBRID 
MODELS FOR EU MARKETS 
FROM 2020

Japanese car maker Suzuki will 

produce only cars fitted with hybrid 

engines from this year for EU markets 

at its plant in Esztergom, in northern 

Hungary. Suzuki has invested millions 

of euros in preparations for launching 

the new hybrid models, and hybrid 

models will account for 70% of the 

Esztergom plant’s output in 2020. 

Some 85% of the vehicles will be 

exported.


