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As an investor and trading partner, Austria is important for central Europe, Orbán said at a news conference held in Prague 

after a summit of the leaders of the V4 countries and Austria. “It will also remain an important security partner for us in 

future because it is in the same shoes as us on the issue of migration,” he added. If migrants “break into” Austria through 

Hungary, they will either end up staying there or will travel on to Germany, Orbán said, adding that Hungarian border 

protection was therefore in Austria’s interest.

Meanwhile, he said the summit’s major achievement was to identify areas of cooperation that include migration, security, 

border protection, competitiveness, climate protection and EU enlargement. The areas of “non-cooperation” have also 

been defined, one of which is nuclear energy, he added. Orbán said the summit had allowed him the opportunity to 

congratulate Sebastian Kurz on forming his second government and to learn firsthand about its plans. Also, the meeting 

covered important foreign policy issues such as EU enlargement and the common budget, he said.

Austria is a “natural partner” of Hungary and the Visegrad Group, and they can 
cooperate in many areas, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said.
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ORBÁN: V4 ‘SIGNALLING 
COOPERATION TO 
OUTSIDE WORLD’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said at 

a news conference held in Prague 

after a summit of the leaders of the 

V4 countries and Austria that the 

V4 countries were “signalling to the 

outside world” their aim to seek 

cooperation with other European 

countries and to avoid isolation.

Orbán called on Czech counterpart 

Andrej Babis, the current holder of the 

V4 presidency, to invite western Balkan 

countries seeking EU membership to 

a conference on Europe’s future, since 

this would concern those countries as 

well.

Answering a question, Orbán said 

the V4 stood united against any 

diversion of cohesion funding to 

finance new climate protection goals. 

“If we want more Europe, we need 

more money, but not at the expense 

of old programmes,” he said.

UKRAINE DEP PM: NEW 
EDUCATION LAW SHOULD 
IMPROVE UKRAINE-
HUNGARY TIES

Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister 

Dmytro Kuleba says a new law on 

secondary education passed by the 

Ukrainian parliament on Thursday 

should help to improve the country’s 

relations with Hungary. Kuleba said on 

Twitter that the legislative body had 

passed the “long-awaited” law which 

would “help us overcome problems of 

the past” just as he was holding talks 

with Hungary’s ambassador to Kiev 

István Íjgyártó. “Now both countries 

must take steps forward,” the deputy 

PM in charge of EU integration added.

Kuleba also welcomed the 

interest expressed by Hungarian 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó in 

visiting Kiev, noting that both co-

chair the Ukrainian-Hungarian 

intergovernmental committee, which 

has not been convened in seven years. 

The deputy PM said he has invited 

Szijjártó to visit Ukraine in February, 

adding that he wanted the two 

countries to move forward on trade, 

regional projects and investment.

EP ADOPTS RESOLUTION 

The European Parliament on Thursday 

adopted a resolution condemning 

Hungary and Poland in connection 

with the EU’s Article 7 procedures 

launched earlier. The non-binding 

resolution adopted with 446 votes 

in favour, 178 against and with 41 

abstentions expresses the EP’s 

concerns about the independence 

of the judiciary as well as the issues 

of freedom of speech, corruption, 

minority rights and the situation of 

immigrants and asylum seekers in 

Hungary. According to the resolution, 

the rule of law “has deteriorated” in 

both countries. 

MEPs have asked the European 

Council to provide the two countries 

with recommendations, including 

deadlines, in order to guarantee their 

observance of EU law. They noted that 

“the failure by the Council to make 

effective use of Article 7 continues to 

undermine the integrity of common 

European values, mutual trust and 

the credibility of the European Union 

as a whole”. The EP said it expects 

the European Commission to use 

every means possible, including 

infringement procedures or temporary 

measures before the European Court, 

to prevent Hungary and Poland from 

breaching the bloc’s fundamental 

values any further. 

Fidesz MEP Balázs Hidvéghi said 

the adoption of EP resolution was yet 

another way for pro-migration forces 

to pressure Hungary, insisting that 

it had done so in close cooperation 

with various organisations allied to 

US financier George Soros. Speaking 

in Strasbourg after the European 

Parliament plenary on the rule of 

law in Hungary and Poland, he told 

Hungarian journalists that the rule of 

law issue had been a “cover story” for 

what was a political dispute between 

pro-migration forces and Hungary, 

which opposes migration.

Klára Dobrev, an MEP of the 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK), 

said in a video message posted online 

that the EP had condemned Hungary 

for “trampling” on the interests of the 

EU and the Hungarian people.

Anna Donáth, the Momentum 

Movement’s MEP, noted the report had 

been drafted with the contributions of 

the constitutional experts of various 

independent institutions under the 

auspices of the Council of Europe. 
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“Based on objective data drawn from 

fact, it can be shown that the situation 

regarding democracy in Hungary is not 

all right,” she said in a video message.

István Ujhelyi, a Socialist Party MEP, 

said in a statement that it was now 

high time the European Council drew 

the necessary conclusions and acted 

accordingly.

Márton Gyöngyösi, the MEP of the 

Jobbik party, said in a statement that 

Fidesz had failed in Europe. He added 

that it was not the Hungarian people 

that should be punished, however, 

but “the Fidesz government and their 

thieving pals”.

TAJANI: FIDESZ EPP 
MEMBERSHIP ISSUE ‘CAN 
BE RESOLVED’

The situation of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz 

party and its position in the European 

People’s Party can be resolved, 

Antonio Tajani, the former president 

of the European Parliament, said in 

an interview to the Hungarian daily 

Magyar Nemzet. Tajani said his Forza 

Italia party backed Fidesz, adding that 

it was important Fidesz remained an 

EPP member. Tajani said it was “unfair” 

of the EP to question the rule of law in 

Hungary when it had shown “greater 

leniency towards Malta, ruled by a 

leftist government”.

Meanwhile, the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) has said it 

would be in the Hungarian national 

interest for the European People’s Party 

(EPP) to exclude the ruling Fidesz party 

from its ranks. At a press conference, 

DK spokesman Balázs Barkóczi 

noted today’s vote in the European 

Parliament to pass a resolution on 

the rule of law against Hungary and 

Poland. He said it was now clear to 

Europeans that Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán had ignored the Sargentini 

report and was “jumping up and down 

on the ruins of Hungarian democracy”. 

A large majority of EPP representatives 

had approved the EP motion, he said, 

adding that Thursday’s vote showed 

that Orbán had “lost his last allies”, and 

the expulsion of Fidesz from EPP was 

now within reach. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ BACKS EU 
VISA-FREE STATUS FOR 
MALDIVES

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó voiced his support for the 

Maldives to be granted visa-free status 

by the European Union at a meeting 

with his Maldivian counterpart 

Abdulla Shahid in New Delhi. The two 

ministers noted that Hungary and the 

Maldives mark the 45th anniversary of 

the establishment of their diplomatic 

relations this year. Szijjártó expressed 

Hungary’s satisfaction with the 

EU’s decision to lift the economic 

sanctions it had imposed on the 

island nation. Hungary’s Eximbank has 

opened a 30 million euro credit line 

to promote Hungarian investments 

in water management, food safety 

and tourism in the country, he said. 

Szijjártó also briefed his counterpart 

on the Hungarian government’s 

energy and climate protection 

strategy in light of the Maldives’ 

vulnerability to rising sea levels 

caused by climate change.

BRITISH AMBASSADOR: 
NO CHANGE FOR 
HUNGARIANS LIVING IN 
UK AFTER BREXIT

Nothing will change for Hungarians 

living in the United Kingdom after 

it leaves the European Union, the 

British ambassador to Hungary 

said. After the official date of Brexit, 

January 31, Hungarians can continue 

to freely travel to the UK until the end 

of 2020 and work or study there, Iain 

Lindsay told public news broadcaster 

M1. When a country becomes an EU 

member state, it loses an element of 

its sovereignty, he said, adding that 

“we are regaining that sovereignty and 

want to take the opportunity to renew 

and strengthen our bilateral relations 

with Hungary among others”.

On February 1, Britain will become 

Hungary’s biggest non-EU trading 

partner, the ambassador said. 

Further, the UK has the biggest 

Hungarian-born population outside 

the Carpathian Basin and is the 

second or third largest destination for 

Hungarian students, the ambassador 

said, adding that Britain wants to 

strengthen bilateral relations. On the 

topic of migration, he said that after 

Brexit Britain plans to introduce an 

Australian-style point-based system 

evaluating talent and skills. He said 

that after Brexit an important change 

would be that Britain will no longer 
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be obliged to keep to decisions by the 

European Parliament and EU courts, 

he said. The ambassador said that 

after Brexit Britain would also have 

“the autonomy” to conclude its own 

global trade deals.

SOCIALISTS TO LAUNCH 
PUBLIC DEBATE ON 
EUROPEAN MINIMUM 
WAGE

The opposition Socialist Party is 

launching a social debate on the 

concept of a European minimum 

wage, the party’s deputy leader said. 

Hungarians deserve higher wages 

and a higher standard of living, Imre 

Komjáthi told a press conference, 

arguing that some 1.1 million workers 

in Hungary earned the minimum wage. 

Komjáthi said his party welcomed 

the European Commission’s move to 

launch consultations with businesses 

and unions on a proposal to create 

a common EU framework for the 

minimum wage. He noted that the 

EC’s proposal does not call for the 

introduction of a uniform minimum 

wage across every sector of the 

economy, but rather a uniform set of 

rules for its calculation.

LMP PROPOSES LIFTING 
BAN ON WIND FARM 
CONSTRUCTION

The green opposition LMP party 

is submitting to parliament an 

amendment proposal seeking 

to lif t restrictions on the 

construction of wind farms in 

Hungary, lawmaker Péter Ungár 

told a press conference. He cited 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán as 

telling the press last week that 

the government has banned the 

construction of wind farms until 

2022. LMP wants the law to allow 

private construction of wind 

farms, Ungár said. “We realise 

that Hungary doesn’t have any 

seashores and wind power won’t 

be a primary source in Hungary’s 

energy mix,” he said. “But the 

western Transdanubian region is 

an area where wind farms could 

be built without state support, 

exclusively from private funding.” 

Ungár said the ban was “baf f ling”, 

arguing that the operation of wind 

farms would help contribute to the 

country’s goal of achieving carbon 

neutrality.

RAOUL WALLENBERG 
AWARD PRESENTED

Hungary’s Raoul Wallenberg Award 

was this year presented to six people 

in Budapest on Thursday. The award, 

named after the Swedish diplomat 

who saved the lives of thousands of 

Hungarian Jews during the Holocaust, 

was given to “exemplars of humanism”, 

the head of the Hungarian Raoul 

Wallenberg Association said. The 

award is given in recognition of efforts 

made to help people who suffer 

disadvantages and discrimination, 

József Sebes said.

The awardees include Reformed 

Church pastor Tamás Majsai, historian 

and journalist Barbara Kaczvinszky, 

documentary filmmaker Jenő Setét, 

civil rights activist László Bogdán, 

independent mayor of Cserdi, a village 

in southern Hungary populated by 

Roma, Evangelical pastor Gábor Iványi, 

and church historian János Szigeti.

The Raoul Wallenberg Award that 

carries a cash prize was first given in 

Hungary in 2010. It recognises people 

who promote the co-existence of 

various national, ethnic and religious 

groups and combat prejudice.


